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MR. LOWELL NELSON: Good norning. Happy
Thanksgiving. Was it a good Thanksgiving for you?

| was up 4.2 pounds. |'mnow down to 2.2 pounds up.
Per haps sone of you shared those opportunities to eat.

My goal for today is to share sone good news with
you. It has to do with noney.

Money. How many of you think of nobney as good news?
|f you are in church, yes, there's people that do that.

If you are in church for the next three weeks we are
going to foll ow what M ke Breen said | ast week.

Renmenber, he was tal king about in this tinme, in this
era, there are three conmands that he gave us.

One is to give.

The second one was to guard, guard our famlies and
guard our lives in Christ.

And the | ast one was to go.

We are going to spend three weeks on giving, and
Mark del egated this to ne.

| enjoy tal king about resources. | hope that you
get the nessage here that our lives have | ess stress because
of one sinple truth.

"' mgoing to ask for the next slide.

Lifeis all God's. This viewis one that we often
don't get. \Wen you ook at the earth as an entirety.

God has created everything, and so the opportunity
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for the next few weeks, and throughout our lives, is to think
of life as stewards of what God has given us.

| think some of you have been hearing this nessage,
|"mjust going to keep repeating it, because |I think God
wants ne to share it with you

Which is God | oves you. You are not alone. You are
a child of God.

And often on noney we think we are all al one.
Certainly the nessages in this culture are you're all al one,
it's up to you.

And, sure, there's proper stewardship and pl anni ng,
proper stewardship in your budgets.

But I want to suggest to you as Christians, as
Christ-followers, whether you are a new Christian, or stil
exploring that, or you have been a Christian your entire
life, is the pressure is off.

It's all God's. We are just giving back what is
God' s.

|'"mteased about that I'"ma pastor in training. |I'm
going to sem nary.

One of the things that | have not been taught yet is
how to do jokes well, so | amgoing to try that right now

This has to do with noney, and it has to do with an
old Christian |ady and a nei ghbor next door who is an

at hei st .
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And every norning the |Iady conmes out on her front
porch and shouts, "Praise the Lord."

And the atheist yells back, "There is no God."

And she does this every norning with the sane
result.

As time goes on the lady runs into financial
difficulties and has troubl e buying her food.

She goes out onto the porch and asks God for help
wth groceries and then says, "Praise the Lord."

The next norning she goes out onto the porch and
there's the groceries she's asked for and of course she
shouts, "Praise the Lord."

The at hei st junps out from behind the bush, "Ha-ha.
| bought those groceries. There is no God."

The | ady | ooks at himand smles and she shouts,
"Praise the Lord. Not only did you provide for nme, Lord, you
made Satan pay for the groceries.™

(Laughter)

So I'll continue to inprove on these as tine goes on,
but isn't that the kind of fun thing, that as Christians,
when we tal k about that everything is God's, there are many
people that go you're crazy, there is no God, you need to
hunker i n.

And what |'m hoping here at Bethany over these weeks

of stewardship is that you feel relaxed into sharing what God
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has gi ven you.

Next slide, please.

| picked these verses from Romans and agai n thanks
to Gene and the teamfor singing it.

| want to read those to you right now. They are
from Romans, so this is Paul's writing.

"Oh the depth of the riches and wi sdom and know edge
of God. How unsearchable are his judgnments and how
i nscrut abl e his ways.

"For who has known the m nd of the Lord, or who has
been his counselor, or has given a gift to himto receive a
gift in return?

"For fromhimand through himand to himare al
things. To himbe the glory forever.™

One of the things | wanted to unpack fromthis is
that in the second paragraph there it tal ks about who has
been the counsel or of God, or who has given a gift to himto
receive a gift in return?

| think often in financial stewardship, in giving to
the church, to the community, and to the world, we often
think that it's a bartering system

Okay, God, if |I share a little bit with you, wll
you give sonething back in return?

| woul d encourage us not to think that way, not to

think that it's just a bartering system because the | ast
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paragraph is the one that struck ne.

Thi nki ng again of our whole life, for fromhim and
through him and to himare all things. From to, and
through. To him be the glory forever.

Next slide, please.

This was a chart that Martha hel ped ne on, which is
often in our life we don't denonstrate that.

Fi nanci al stewardship of giving back to God's
m ssion a percentage of our income to make sure that God's
m ssion occurs in this world.

| " ve heard this before. God doesn't need your
noney.

God doesn't need your npbney. God wants you to
follow him

And nmoney, as enotionally charged as that is, is
probably one of the best indicators for show ng whet her we
are follow ng or not.

It's not a way to get closer to God; it's just a
denonstrati on of how you aligned you are.

This chart |looks |like the old Trivial Pursuit chart,
but it's about the various aspects of our life, if we have
bought into this idea that perhaps because of our physical
heal th, our enotional health, or our social, or vocational,
is we often separate noney, noney is over to the side.

There is this comment about a baptismal cerenony in
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the African plains with a group of people that were warriors,
and the m ssionary was struggling but finally got the Gospel
message out to themand that was that they needed to be

bapti zed to be born again into the kingdom

As he was doing that he noticed that the warriors,
as they were being dunked in that tradition, would keep their
ri ght hand up.

And he was confused by that and afterwards he asked
people, why did they do that, and that was the warrior's way
of saying, you can baptize all of nme except for nmy armthat
has to be the warrior arm | still need to kill.

Now on a different track is that even Luther
understood this as he wote back five hundred years ago that
there are three conversions needed.

A conversion of the heart for Jesus Christ, a
conversion of the mnd, and he said it this bluntly, and a
conversion of the purse, or our noney.

So ny suggestion to you is to not think about life
as separate, that you can have any aspect of ny life except
my financial resources, God, because it's fromhim and
through him and to himall these things are his.

Next slide, please.

Here at church we're trying to be very cl ear about
the culture.

| have been here two nonths. Sonme of you have been




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

here for days, first tinme here, sone of you have been here
for years, sonme of you have been here all your life, and we
are trying to be very explicit about the culture we want, and
especi ally about stewardship.

If you look at this, this is a continuumchart from
nmore to | ess on two pol es.

Next slide, please.

So the first one is we want this to be a church of
chal l enge. W do want to chall enge you.

Gving to God through your |ocal church is not just
sonmet hing that Mark and | thought of. It is what God says.

Let me read to you what God says about that. From
Matt hew 6, Jesus tal ks about this.

"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth
where noth and rust consune and where thieves break in and
steal, but store up for yourself treasures in heaven, for
where your treasure is, there your heart wll be also."”

And from Luke, Chapter 12, Verses 15 and on. This
one | want you to think about.

"Take care. Be on your guard against all kinds of
greed, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of
possessions,” and then Jesus told them a parable.

"The land of a rich man produced abundantly and he

t hought to hinself, what should | do, for | have no place for

my Ccrops.
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"And then he said, | will do this. | wll pull down
my barns and build | arger ones. There | will store all ny
grain and ny goods and I will say to my soul, soul, you have

anpl e goods laid up for many years, relax, eat, drink, be
nmerry.

"But God said to him you fool, this very night your
life is being demanded of you and the things you have
prepared, whose will they be?

"So it is with those who store up treasures for
t hensel ves but are not rich toward God."

That's a challenge, isn't it? 1It's a challenge to
our very |ife about how we plan for things.

And in these verses it tal ks about this | andowner,
who of course represents us, and he's tal king about ny barns,
my grain, nmy soul, ny life.

It's God's. We are sinply stewards of what God has
gi ven us, and Jesus challenges us in this nmessage to not
forget that, it's not ours, we are stewards of what God has
gi ven us.

For me, that word steward is mybe a term you
haven't heard, but for nme it relaxes ne, because | realize
that | have a partner.

| have God as ny partner, and so | amrel axed and to
not being accountable for all, except to be accountable for

what God has given ne.
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And so the challenge there is very blunt. The
purpose of life is not to have possessions that are yours;

the purpose of life is to be able to share what God has

gi ven.

Next slide, please.

If we are going to challenge you as a pastoral team
and as a church council, this congregation also wants to be a

pl ace where you can be support ed.

So if you understand the good news of Jesus Chri st,
we want to continue to anplify that thene.

You are not alone. God |oves you.

W will continue to do that as often and in as nmany
different places as we can.

But we also want this to be a place of practical
support and we will do practical things, |like hel ping you
reduce your debt.

Fi nanci al Peace University is a great programthat
hel ps people practically reduce their debt.

We want to be a place that supports you, to not be
overwhel med by the consunerismthat is taught to each of us
each and every day, those practical supports.

| want stewardship to be so nmuch fun that people
want to be on the stewardship commttee.

|'"ve been trying to figure out our stewardship team

and really cool people, but I want to reconstitute it so that
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our stewardship team supports each one of us in a variety of
di fferent ways, including debt managenent, practical ways
there, including tinme managenent, so that you can spend tine
wth God and the people that you | ove, with practical ways of
supporting you in your concerns for financial stewardship, in
gift giving. W want it to be fun.

| like the first service alot. | like the 9:00 and
| lIike the 10: 30.

The first service was funny. Sonebody said, "So you
are around to kick ne in the shin again."

| thought what a great view of stewardship. W just
go around, so for you that need to receive the good news of
Jesus Christ through a kick in the shin, Mark and I wll be
happy to do that.

Come on over, we will be able to do that, but for
us, we want this type of relationship, which is you're
chal | enged, very bluntly, and | encourage you to Google on
tithing if you want to take a | ook further, which is giving
ten percent of your inconme to God' s worKk.

And | encourage you to save ten percent, and |
encourage you to invest the next 80 percent as you best see
fit as a steward. That's not our idea; that's what God says.

We are going to continue to challenge, but hopefully
support you in that, too.

Next chart, please.
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| love this. | guess you don't love it as nuch.
(Laughter)
But | like it because it's neant to be cheerful
gi vi ng.

You have probably heard that verse, but let ne talk
to you about that again

Second Cori nthians, Chapter 9, Verses 6 to 8, this
is Paul writing to people of Corinth.

"The point is this: the one who sews sparingly wll
al so reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully wll
al so reap bountifully.

"Each of you nust give as you have made up your
m nd, not reluctantly, or under conpul sion, for God | oves a
cheerful giver.

"And God is able to provide you with every bl essing
i n abundance, so that by al ways havi ng enough of everything,
you may share abundantly in every good work."

Cheerful giving, make up your mnd, and there is a
word here that | struggle with, which is, "God is able to
provide you with every bl essing in abundance, so that by
al ways havi ng enough of everything you may share abundantly
in every good work."

We are going to be talking about a way to respond to
this, but one of the goals |I have for you this week, if you

so accept this challenge, is to spend tine thinking about
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t hat .

Do you have enough?

This has been an interesting year if you listen to
the financial nmessages that are being sent out by Wall
Street.

It | ooks like there is not going to be enough. GOl
prices are going up, credit nmarkets are crunbling, there
won't be enough.

And what |'m asking you to think about is, as
Christ-followers, there is enough.

And we need to be able to have that security in a
relationship first to then be able to rel ease our financi al
resour ces.

So the goal is to challenge you and provide
practical support so that you'll be a happy giver.

The next one, please.

There's another continuum and that has to do with
accountability.

Mark and I, | just love tine with Mark, we were with
each other early this norning and we were just tal king about
this, is that your accountability doesn't lie with Mark and |
and comng up to us and saying how nmuch you are going to
give, so you're free.

You are free. | say the good news, but al so awesone

news, is that your accountability is with God.
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Your accountability is with God and | encourage you
this week to think about that relationship with God.

Some of us are taking a very practical approach to
relationship with God, you m ght pray, say God, what do you
suggest for me to give? How can | finish this year strong in
gi ving of what you have given me and how can | plan for next
year to provide financial stewardship? God, help ne to do
that, and to |isten.

One of the things that |'ve noticed here in this new
role as a pastor is that often financial mnagenent and
giving is very difficult for spouses.

Sonme spouses may not have Christ-centered spouses
and so this whole giving gets to be just a matter of giving
to an institution, a fund raising canpaign.

And | hope that you get enough nessages here, this
is about life, about whole life.

This is about responding to God; not sinply a
stewardshi p canpaign that tries to get noney for a budget.

This is about your life, and | pray to God that this
week, if you have that tinme with your spouse, is to be able
to tal k about how do we respond to God's | ove?

" m praying that that can be an opportunity for a
br eakt hr ough, as opposed to the separation that | often
sense.

So you're accountable to God, |I'maccountable to
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God, Mark is accountable to God.

Next slide, please.

We don't want to control here at this church. l'"m a

little confused about the use of cards.

For those of you who have been here before,
year we often ask people to bring forward a card, an
of giving.

And that's hel pful to financial types, such
mysel f, and we are westling through it, we are prayi

through it, which is what can we give you that doesn

once a

estimte

as

ng

t seem

li ke a sense of control, but is a matter of encouragenent for

you?

For some people, they want to share what they are

going to give the next year, because we can send themletters

to say, here's where you're at, here's what you pl edged,

| ooks like your a little | ow.

Or, thank God, things have been better and so you're

shari ng.

But for many people that is viewed as restrictive,

and so | ask you to pray for us, because we're trying to

figure out how in a couple weeks on Consecration Sunday we

can have you neaningfully show your conm t nent.

And it may not be through a nunber; it nmay be

t hrough the comm tnent that you' ve tal ked to God, you' ve

tal ked to your spouse, and you're prepared to finish

strong
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this year and to finish well for 2008

But we don't want to be a controlling church, we
don't, and so the happy face that cones up on this one is
t here.

As a cheerful giver you are accountable to God. W
wll do all we can to encourage you in your accountability of
praying to God about what you should give.

And with a cheerful heart, we will do it with a |ack
of control so that you can be entrepreneurial, you can figure
out between you and God and then declare to God and to us
what you'll be doi ng.

Does that make sense? That's the culture, so we are
going to chall enge you.

The Bi ble tal ks about tithing, but we want to be
practically supportive.

You're accountable. It's between you and God. What
good news that is. It's not between people.

It's about between you and God and that we are not
trying to control.

Next slide, please.

This has to do with, how do you view worshi p? There
was a famly that |left worship and as they were sitting
around their lunch tinme eating the father conpl ai ned about
t he sernon.

And the not her conpl ai ned about the nusic, and they
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went on and on how bad it was.

And then one of their teenagers said, "Yeah, it
wasn't that good, but it wasn't bad for a buck, was it?"

| probably could have done a better job with that
one.

(Laughter)

"1l continue to go to sem nary, Mark. | pron se
"Il get better at these.

But what | nmean by that is that often people put a
dollar in, and I'mnot quite sure why.

Maybe the word is transaction. You feel |ike there
IS supposed to be sone response, and so you want to do
sonet hing, you're not sure.

What we are encouraging you to be is to be
transfornmed by God.

Not just a sinple transaction, which is, what is
this, but it's about giving to the place that you are fed for
the mnistry of God, and so that again the tithe and ot her
of ferings are brought forward.

That's what worship is about; not just a sinple
transacti on between us, but of your very life.

And |'ve tal ked about this cheerful giving. That's
the transformation, is that we could actually be cheerful
about giving noney away.

Next slide please.
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This next one has to do with belief and action and
this idea of being a cheerful giver.

Transformati on happens in a couple different ways.
How are you transforned?

And there is one school of thought that says if |
get enough information, if | change ny belief structure, then
"1l change ny action.

And | think that's well-docunented, that many people
are like that. | need to believe first and then | wll act.

But Jesus tal ks about where your treasure is, also
your heart will be.

Where your treasure is, there your heart wll be,
and that has been explained to nme in some of ny reading is
that you can al so act your way into belief.

I f you start spending and investing your resources
into the church, the church will becone inportant.

Some of you need to be understood about the budgets,
you need to understand that this church has good val ue, that
we are doing good things from God.

So | want to declare to you, as we are going through
this cycle of stewardship, that on January 27th we are going
to have an annual neeting where we wll tal k about how God's
resources are flow ng through this congregation.

And | commt to you it will be in such detail that

you will feel confortable to understand what is going on at
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this church, especially about how we tithe as a church back
in what God has given us.

W will be a place that reflects God's |ove out into
t he worl d.

So | encourage you to hang with us for the next six
to ei ght weeks, because then February 1st, roughly that tine
period, M ke cones back and we kick off the year and it's
going to be awesone.

Sonme of you said | need to continue to understand
before | take any action.

| just encourage you to take that as a chall enge for
your faith life also.

Which is, what can we do to encourage you to step
forward in faith?

What can we do to help you be a better giver?

For those of you who discovered the gift of giving,
it's a freeing experience.

We hope to share next week sone people that are
freed up, for those of you who don't yet believe that you're
not al one and you need to hunker in, and you never know what
the future is going to be, this is an opportunity to be able
to look at your life and say, God, | need your help. [I'm
struggling to know if | can even trust ny noney with you.

But we are trying to trust our souls with God, and

how can that be that we are trying to do that, and yet we
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can't trust our noney?

It's because we need help, and that's what this
church is about, is to be able to bring forth the good news
that Jesus Christ is real, that our God is real, you are not
al one, and in sharing God's resources back into the world,
you can do it either way.

And | encourage for those that are stuck and saying
| don't see how it makes sense to tithe, | don't see howit
makes sense to take a step forward, is that |eap of faith,
which is to try it.

Try to understand how God can be that concerned
about your life, that things will make sense to you, that
your financial resources wll bal ance.

Next week we have testinonies on that and then in
two weeks we'll be gathering together again to say here's
what we under stand together.

Pray for ne as we try to do this in a way that is
full of freedom and entrepreneurial zeal for your life.

And | want to pray for you now, and then |'m going
to ask Mark to | ead a response.

" mgoing to pray for you, which is that this week
you can spend tinme together as a famly.

What a teaching nonent it can be for your famly to
teach your young ones that everything is from God and this is

how we show a reflection of that understanding, is by giving
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back.

Take the time with your children. W mss that
opportunity often.

We went on the Sinply G ving program where noney is
automatically deducted, it's a great program but for many
years our kids never saw us put anything into the offering
pl at e.

So when | was tal ki ng about giving, my youngest son
said we don't give.

| mssed an opportunity. | don't want you to mi ss
that opportunity, and in this whole spirit is that your
accountability is with God, you are not alone, we are here to
help. And ny |ast prayer right nowis, let's pray.

God, | hope these words have sparked the spirit. W
know t hat everything is yours. W are so thankful for the
gifts that we have received of our talents, of our tinme, our
financial resources.

So often we think it's all up to us, but you are
wth us.

Help us this week to be able to talk clearly, to
tal k about our 2007 inconme with our spouse and be able to
reflect that | ove back to this congregation and into the
worl d, and hel p us prepare for 2008, not in a way that
constricts us, but in a way that shows our confidence in you.

In Jesus' nane. Amen.
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PASTOR MARK FRY: Thanks, Lowell. That's great food
for thought.

A couple of things that seemto cone through as I
was |listening to Lowell this norning.

| don't know if you were followi ng along in the
scriptures, but right after the Romans 11 text there is a
wor d about transformation.

In Romans 12:2 it says, "Do not be confornmed to this
worl d, but be transfornmed by the renewing of your m nd so
that you may discern what is the will of God, what is good
and acceptabl e and perfect.”

So that transaction/transformati on picture was
really a neat way of thinking about it, and I'm putting a
coupl e of things together

We sang "The Heart of Worship” song. About a year
ago | had the privilege of neeting Matt Redmann.

Matt wote that song. He's from England. He's a
wor ship | eader in London, and actually the | ast song we are
going to be singing is witten by his partner, TimHughes,
he's the other worship | eader.

But Matt tells the story of when he wote the song,
"Heart of Worship" his pastor, Mke Pilavachi, he's the
pastor of the |argest church in England, it's called Soul
Survivor.

And one day M ke just got up on a Sunday norning and
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he said, "lI've had it. No nore nmusic."

And he had Matt and Timas worship | eaders.

"We need no nore nusic. |'mjust sick of this. W
are not going to have nmusic. W're just going to listen."

And for weeks they worshi pped w thout nusic and
people left in droves.

These are the finest nusicians. One of their
worship leaders nowis Eric Clapton. This is a big tine
chur ch.

And Matt was away for some tine and those words to
that song canme to him

"When the nusic fades, and all is stripped away, |
sinply cone. Lord, we're sorry for what we've made it. |It's
all about you, Jesus."

And | don't know about you, but there are different
ways that |1've made ny relationship with God a transaction
i nstead of a transformation.

Well, God, I'"Il trust you with this -- if. It's
kind of a transaction, isn't it?

But what | was sensing is that it's not about
transaction; it's about transformtion.

And for nme that begins with confession. |'msorry
for the things we've made it. It's all about you, Jesus.

So | don't know if that speaks to you, but it's

interesting, when all is stripped away, all we have is Jesus.
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That's all we need.

And | know | need sone things stripped away, and |
need to be accountable to do sone of that nyself.

| don't know if that speaks to you, but | would |ike
to pray as well, just that you m ght, as Lowell said, have
some time this week to press in on that with yourself, with
your Lord, and with your famly, naybe your spouse.

My famly was a little like Lowell's. M kids
didn't really understand.

At the end of the year | would always tal k about
tithing and how much we gave the church and they woul d see
t hat anmount and they would go, "That's a | ot of noney.
never saw you do that."

And we m ssed opportunities in that as well to teach
our kids, and now ny son teaches nme about tithing. |It's
beauti ful .

So let's pray for a m nute about that
transformati on.

Lord, when all is stripped away, we sinply cone.
Thank you, Jesus.

We're sorry for what we've made worshi p.

We're sorry for what we've nade faith, the different
ways we' ve thought of you not as a loving father, but as a
tight-fisted father.

But, Lord, your word teaches that if we ask for
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bread, you will not give a snake or a scorpion. You wll
bl ess.

And so, Lord, | pray that we m ght have sone tine
this week to seek transformation, not transaction

Thank you, Lord, that your word is alive and
convicting us and releasing us at the sanme tine.

| thank you, Lord, for the gift of stewardship. |
t hank you that everything is yours; we just get to touch it
for a while.

And so, Lord, make us faithful and work that
transformation in our hearts.

Thank you, Jesus. You're beautiful. You're

beautiful, Lord, so beautiful. W thank you, Jesus. Anen.




