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PASTOR MARK FRY: Again, what we are doing, this is
ki nd of an accurate picture of our living roomat home and
hopefully then you'll see your living roomin the sane
cont ext.

Jesus does say in ny Father's house there are a | ot
of roons. If it were not so, would I have told you that |
go to get a place ready for you.

So what we want to do is we want to look a little
bit about the living room but we want to look at that in
the context of the Lord's prayer, because that's where we
need to live, we need to go to God and live.

So grab your Bibles. Matthew 6. M sernon is
a two-parter.

It's going to talk a little bit about the Father's
character and then the Father's ki ngdom

And | get those two divisions by |ooking closely at
the Lord's prayer, which is verses 9 and 10.

"Pray then in this way. Qur Father in heaven,
hal | owed be your nane."

That's kind of the character part, and then, "your
ki ngdom cone, your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven." That's the ki ngdom part.

Those are ny two divisions and | want to show you a
little bit, 1"'mgoing to sit down to read this part, because

this is kind of cool.
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| have a book I"'mattenpting to read, and |I'm just
going to read it, but the points come up on the slides.

Because we need to understand, when Jesus is doing
what he's doing there in that 6th Chapter, he says, "When
you are praying, don't heave up a | ot of enpty phrases, as
the Gentiles do. They think they will be heard because of
their many words."

I n other words, it's about quality, not quantity,
of prayer.

Verse 8, don't be |like those guys, "for your father
knows what you need before you ask him Pray then this way.
Qur Father in heaven."

O all his names, Father is God's favorite. W
know he | oves this, this name nost, because this is the one
that Jesus used the nost.

VWi le on earth Jesus called God Father over two
hundred ti nmes.

His first recorded words, this is from Luke 2:49,
Jesus said, "Don't you know that | nust be in nmy Father's
house?"

Jesus is a teenager and that's the first words out
of his mouth in Luke's Gospel.

In his final triunphant prayer in Luke's Gospel he
procl ainms, "Father, into your hands | comend ny spirit,"

Luke 23:24.
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So in Luke's CGospel those are the bookends. He's
al ways calling God Father, in the beginning of his life and
at the end of his |life on earth.

In the Gospel of John alone Jesus repeats the nane
Fat her over 156 tinmes. That's one book of the Bible.

God loves to be called Father. It's difficult for
us to understand how revolutionary it was for Jesus to cal
Jehovah, the alm ghty God, abba, daddy.

What is a conmon practice today was unheard of in
Jesus' s day.

The New Testanent schol ar, Joaquin Jerim as,
descri bes how rarely the termwas used prior to Jesus.

"Wth the help of nmy assistants | have exam ned the
prayer literature of ancient Judaism The result of this
exam nation was that in no place in this imense literature
is this invocation of God as father ever to be found. Abba,
daddy, was an everyday word. It was a honey famly word.

No Jew woul d have dared to address God in this manner, and
yet Jesus did it always in all of his prayers which are
handed down to us, with one single exception. That was the
cry fromthe cross where he said, ny God, ny God, why have
you forsaken me. Every other time it was Father. In the
Lord's prayer Jesus authorizes his disciples to repeat the
word abba after him He gives thema share in his sonship.”

In other words, he's ny Father, he's your Father,
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that's why we pray our Father.

"He enpowers his disciples to speak with their
heavenly Father in such a famliar and trusting way."

Daddy. Dad.

"The first two words of the Lord's prayer are
significant. OQur father rem nds us is that we are wel cone
in God's house because we have been adopted by the owner of
t he house."

Isn't that cool? | never really thought of it in
t hose sane terns.

But it's anmazing, as you |l ook through the
scriptures and then you start seeing things in a different
l'ight, and one of those cool things that we can nmaybe see is
found in Luke 15.

This is one of the defining stories that Jesus
tells.

It's the story of the prodigal son and the way that
story begins in the 15th Chapter of Luke, the 11lth Verse,
he says there was a father, a man, who had two sons.

And what he does is he divides the inheritance up
and he gives half to one and half to the other and the
younger brother goes off and he blows it all.

And then the younger son, the younger brother, he's
out in the field and he has cone to hinself, this is

horrible, I've done this horribly stupid thing, I would
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rat her eat what these pigs are eating, and he's feeding
pigs, which is totally taboo in the Jewish religion. He's
at rock bottom

So he cones to hinself and he says, you know what |
am goi ng to do?

"' mgoing to go back and I'mgoing to tell dad what
| did wong. That's what |I'm going to do.

He rehearses his speech and he is going to cone,
Verse 18, I'"'mgoing to get up and go to ny father and say to
him "Father, | have sinned agai nst heaven and before you.
I amno | onger worthy to be called your son.™

So he sets off in Verse 20 and he went to his
father, but while he was still far off, he wasn't in the
living roomyet, his father saw him and he was filled with

conpassion, he ran and put his arns around hi mand ki ssed

hi m

"Father, | have sinned agai nst heaven and before
you. |I'"mno |longer worthy to be called your son."

The point being the son is willing to stop being a
son, I"'mnot worth it, but the father is never willing to

quit being a dad.

Never will he be ever capable of not being a
f at her.

The son is willing to stop being a son, but the
father is not willing to stop being a dad.
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The son has left the table, but he has not left the
famly.

The father always will wel come him back, and
hopefully on a very regular basis in the living room

You know the rest of the story. He kills the
fatted calf, gives hima ring, gives hima robe, puts new
shoes on his feet, gives hima shower, and they have a huge
party.

He's back. He's back. Thanks be to Cod.

So the father's character, you see, is defined by
wel conre and | ove and forgiveness, even when you don't feel
worthy, you're still ny son, or daughter, that defines his
character.

We see it even nore closely | think in Romans 8,
which is one of the great chapters of the Bible.

In ny Bible it's on page 150, Romans 8, Verses 15
and 16.

"For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to
fall back into fear."

Notice what the son says, | just want to be one of
our slaves, one of your servants, |I'mnot worthy to be your
son anynor e.

But Paul says, "You did not receive a spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear. You have received a spirit

of adoption. When we cry Abba, Father, it is that very
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spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children
of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint
heirs with Christ."

The key point being with the forgiveness cones the
adoption. Wth the forgiveness conmes the adoption.

We are in the famly, come hell or high water,
literally.

We have got two kids, they are both biol ogical
kids, one is 18, one is 23, and we |love themwth all our
hearts, but they were planned, nore or |ess.

| " mnot so stupid as to think you plan when you are
goi ng to have your kids entirely, but they were planned
pregnanci es.

There are in this world unplanned pregnanci es, but
there are no such things as unpl anned adopti ons.

Thi nk about that theologically. Sone people have
an unpl anned pregnancy, but there are no unpl anned
adopti ons.

Sonmebody who is going to adopt has to go through a
| ot of work.

And you have been forgiven, |oved, wel coned,
adopt ed, because what has happened is God has adopted owe.

He sought you out, he found you, he signed the
papers.

You aren't an accident, and you're not an accident
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either if your parents didn't plan you, but you understand
t he theol ogi cal significance of that.

He signed the papers in and beyond his own bl ood by
giving his Son that he m ght have another child in the
famly.

That's the intimacy of the Father in heaven with
his kids, that's you and nme, and that's revolutionary. That
can change the worl d.

We got back fromvisiting our son on Tuesday night,
it was really late, and then Wednesday was a full day and I
was ki nd of tired.

So I went honme and had sonme lunch and | turned on
t he radio.

Oftentinmes on my lunch hour | listen to the Jim
Rome radi o show.

He's a sports guy, he's a little bit caustic,
sonetinmes a little bit on the edge, but I |ove him because
he's all about accountability.

He had an interview on Sunday with a guy, his nane
is JimMacleran, | have a picture of the guy, Jimis the guy
right there next to Oprah, and then Emanuel is the kid on
the far left, but you need to know a little bit about Jim

He was a very fanmpbus athlete. He was a Rhodes
schol ar, he was from an underprivil eged background but he

went to Yale on an academ ¢ and football schol arship.
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He wei ghed about three hundred pounds, he was about
six-five, he was a very good football player.

And after his football career ended, as an athlete,
he got real interested in triathlons.

And so he started training and he [ ost a bunch of
hi s wei ght and he got to be a world-class triathlete.

And in one of his races, | think it was in New
York, he was running, and in triathlons you sw mand you
ride a bike and you run.

This may have been just a marathon, | don't know,
but he's in New York, and he's setting world records, or
right in the top five, and he gets hit by a car and he
literally was dead.

He was on the concrete and the police canme around
and pronounced him dead and they did the chal k outline of
hi s body on the ground.

His spleen was ruptured, his liver was just maul ed,
and he lost his |eg.

You can kind of see, he lost his whole left |eg,
and so what he did is he overcanme that incredible obstacle
and then he becane a triathlete again, a second life, and he
not only was wi nning all of the ones against disabled
peopl e, but he thought |I'm not disabled, | am going to go
agai nst abl e-bodi ed people, and he got to the top five in

the world doing that, riding his bike, swi nmmng, running
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with a fake | eg.

He's in one of those races, and | believe he's in
Hawai i, and he's in the bicycle part of it and he's going
down the street and there was a security issue that sonehow
a van got out of control and came through the barrier and
knocked himoff his bike and he's paralyzed from his neck
down.

Horrible story, but he somehow overcane a | ot of
that and then all of a sudden he was now a wheel chair
athl ete.

And what happened in the mdst of that, he said it
was probably his hugest victory, was then he becane addicted
to drugs, because he had no feeling fromhis chest down, so
the only thing that felt was his head, and he was in this
horri ble pain, so he started taking cocai ne and narcotics,
and he overcane that.

It came to himone day, he's in Maui, and he is
taki ng drugs, that's where he used to do the triathl on.

But Jim Rone was talking to him and he just
received the Arthur Ashe Courage Award from the ESPE
Foundati on.

Now he's a speaker and he goes out and tells his
story to people.

And the part that just jarred ny preserves was when

Rome asked him a question and he said, "I have never been
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happier in nmy whole life."

Rome is |ike what?

"I'f you would have told ne twenty-five years ago |
woul d be on your show telling ny story, |I'm not defined by
my body, and |I'm not defined by what | can't do. [|I'm
defined by who God has nade ne."

And he's not blam ng God for the accidents in his
life, he's not blam ng God for the chem cal dependency he
had, or the anputation, or anything else.

He's just getting a heck of a ot nore confortable
in the living roomof his soul.

And now he's off drugs, he's in constant pain, but
he has never been happier in his life.

That bl ows ne away. What a cool guy. You can | ook
hi m up, Ji mvacl aren.com and he tells the story far better
than I. There's a little clip on there and you can watch a
vi deo of himtalking.

But take a look at this verse from Gal ati ans. Pau
was al so a guy who | earned that he wasn't defined by his
body.

Gal ati ans 4, page 181, but again, with the Father's
character, |ove, forgiveness, adoption, Chapter 4, Verse 4,
"But when the fullness of tinme had conme, God sent his Son,
born of a woman, born into the law, in order to redeemthose

who were under the |law so that we m ght receive adoption as
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children."

The key word being receive. Sonme of us don't
wel come it or receive it, because we either think we are
unwort hy or we have a bl ockage.

"And because you are children, God has sent the
spirit of his Son into our hearts crying Abba."

Daddy. Daddy.

"So you are not |longer a slave but a child, and if
a child then also an heir."

That's where the kingdom kicks in. Heir of what?
The Father splits the inheritance, gives you your share, and
you need to be generous with it and give it back and not
squander it and blow it, but notice that it's a beautiful
t hi ng.

We are children of the Father. W are children of
the King, the kingdom and the living roomof that is it's
really confortable, but it's not naive.

We need to bask in that relationship with God. W
need to put our feet up, sonetines take our shoes off, take
down our barriers, and we need to kind of fall into that,

Fat her, Jesus. |It's not about the enpty phrases. You're in
heaven and |"'msitting here on this couch Sunday norni ng.

Fat her, thank you for this great day we're having,
but, you see, ny kids, when they were a |little younger, they

were really outspoken, which is great, we taught themto say
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what they thought and felt, and 1'lIl never forget ny
daughter, she came up with this great expression, build me a
bridge, cry ne a river, and get over it.

But if we don't have a healthy relationship with
our earthly father, we don't need to build a bridge, God has
done that for us.

And maybe today is the day we give a little prayer
for our heavenly Father relationship in terns of our earthly
father relationship, and that's a growi ng edge for ne, so
that's an invitation, a little later in the service, you
m ght give sone prayer for that.

|'ve got some scar tissue. | couldn't call ny dad
daddy.

He was kind of old school, and I was grow ng and
figuring out who I was and stuff, but | just didn't ever
really go to that |iving room

And |'m | earning now, because |I'm doing a new
thing, |saiah 43 says, and he's doing it in me, and | just
need to get past sone of that stuff.

| need to get over that, because that's bl ocking ny
relationship with ny Father in heaven. He doesn't want
t hat .

So that is a little bit on the character. That's
t he character of the Father's kingdom

Your ki ngdom cone, your will be done, on earth as
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it is in heaven.

| want to make a couple of points on that.
Oftentimes when we | ook at that in Matthew 6 we think those
are separate things.

Qur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your
name. Your kingdom cone, your will be done, on earth as it
I's in heaven.

And I'"mrecently discovering and | earni ng about the
benefit and the truth of keeping those two things together
i nstead of separate.

In other words, if I think in ny mnd s eye, what
does God's kingdom | ook |ike, you know that song "I Can Only
I magi ne", | can only imgine what it's going to be like in
heaven.

Ckay, in heaven, no pain, no sorrow, no sadness, no
al i enation, no brokenness, no abandonnment, that's the
ki ngdom

VWat is the will? What is God's will for us? Does
he want brokenness and pain and sorrow and abandonnent and
di sconnect edness and abuse?

s that God's will? No.

Those are the sane thing. Your kingdom conme, your

will be done, on earth as it is heaven.
I n other words, when | |l ook around |I'm not seeing a
|l ot of that as | ook in the world, but this prayer invites
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t hat .

And |'mdealing with something in nmy famly. M
nmom was married to a dear, dear man.

My step-dad was married to my nom for about four
years, and then he died.

But now it's cool, because |I have a whol e bunch of
cousi ns and grandcousins that | never knew.

Now all of a sudden they are part of our famly,
and Jeff is 23 years old, he's a graduate of Luther Coll ege,
cool kid, awesone kid, rem nds me of a |lot of ny daughter,
sanme age, Sydney.

But he's now down in Houston, Texas, and he has to
have his whole pelvis torn out and he's going through his
fifth round of cheno.

He has this horrible cancer, and now when | pray
for Jeff, and |I encourage your prayers for Jeff, too,
sonetinmes we are tenpted to go, Qur Father in heaven, | pray
that you bless Jeff as he's getting through this cancer down
in Texas, if it be your wll.

And | don't pray that way anynore, because it is
his will.

It is not God's will that Jeff at the age of 23 has
to have bone grafts and his pelvis renoved and he's going to
be on crutches for the rest of his |ife, and mybe with the

grace of God he's going to be a wheelchair athlete.
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But you see what we do, your will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Your kingdom cone.

| want it and I'm not going to apol ogize for it,
|'"mgoing to believe it is going to happen, and if it
doesn't happen it's not God's fault.

His will is his kingdom it's the sanme thing, so we
have to quit separating that out, because when we do that we
| ose the gane before we start.

| really want you to heal Jeff, if it be your will.
We | ose our accountability in that.

| am going to be there, I1'"'mgoing to be knocking on
that door, and if they need me to help in any way |'m goi ng
to get on the first flight to Houston and |I'm going to hel p,
because |I'm going to be accountable for that healing
process.

It is God's wll that Jeff gets through this thing
and | ooks back on it, and maybe he's on Oprabh.

And |'m not saying that as a pie in the sky
optimst; |I'msaying that as a person of faith.

And | want you to think of that. When you pray for
sonebody, don't doubt. If it be your wll.

If we have a healthy relationship with the Father,
we al ready know what his wll is.

It's healing, whol eness, balance, integrity,

putting together wounds, and bringing it to the next |evel.
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That's his wll.

You think you are frustrated with cancer. | magine
God's frustration. [It's one of his kids that has got it.

He's just ny little grandnephew, and | | ove him
but God | oves hima heck of a ot nore than | do, and he
goes to a different church.

You see, this is all about the Father and his
character and his kingdom

When you pray, avoid the enpty phrases, Jesus says,
in Verse 7.

That's what those becone, is enpty phrases, when we
start apologizing for God in advance that nmaybe he just
really can't do it, he doesn't have enough power. Those are
enpty phrases.

What | want you to consider, perhaps for the first
time in your life, is mybe sonetinmes the best prayers are
t he one word prayers.

Father. Dad. | couldn't say it while he was alive
inthis life, but boy I can say it now Dad.

Thanks.

One word prayer

Pl ease.

Hel p.

' m sorry.

Those are not enpty phrases when they come from our
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hearts into the loving arnms of our Father who sent his Son
to die for us.

|"m kind of sad this norning. | got sick during
the night, and I'm not sad of that, but | was up and I
t hought, well, okay, I'min the bathroomso | better finish
this book |I started | ast week, and sure enough, |I'm kind of
sad because |'m done.

And this book is called "Blue Like Jazz" by Donal d
Mller.

There is a quote in this thing, there are several,
if you want a great book, buy this book, | bought it at
Borders for twelve bucks, it's on our web site, it's
avai |l abl e.

This is about a young guy and his story and his

faith struggle. [It's an awesone book.
He said, "I believe the greatest trick of the devi
is not to get us into sonme sort of evil, but rather have us

wasting our tinme. This is why the devil tries so hard to
get Christians to be religious.™

Isn't that ironic? The devil is trying to get
Christians to be religious.

"I'f he can sink a man's mnd into habit, he wll
prevent his heart from engaging with God."

Think of that in the context of the Lord' s Prayer.

Qur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy nane. They
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ki ngdom cone, thy will be done, that's a habit, and |I'm not
saying that's an unhealthy habit. There is worse.

“"But if the devil can sink a man or wonman's m nd
into habit, he will prevent their heart from engagi ng God.

| was into habit," he confesses.

"1 grew up going to church, so | got used to
heari ng about God. He was |ike Uncle Harry, or Aunt Sally,
except we didn't have pictures. God never sent ne presents
either. We had this dunpy house, and we had a dunpy car,
and | had zits. Looking back |I suppose God sent sunsets and
forests and flowers, but what is that to a child?"

Here is the crescendo for ne.

“1f you don't | ove sonmebody it gets annoyi ng when
they tell you what to do or howto feel."

If you don't love God, and he's telling you that
stuff, how annoying that is.

"When you | ove them vyou get pleasure fromtheir
pl easure, and it nmakes it easier to serve. God loves it
when we call him daddy. That just makes himsmle. W get
pl easure from his pl easure.”

And he confesses, "I didn't |ove God, because |
didn't know God."

Some of us don't really know God. Sone of us are

into the habit, and sone of us are into the whole religious

observance, |I'lIl get nmy card punched, been there, done that,
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1 | hope | don't get hit by lightning on the way honme because
2 | really wasn't into it today, or whatever.

3 What we invite you to do is in your living room

4 that's in your hone, this is not your home, this is your

5 church, huge difference, huge difference.

6 In that living roomwould you attenpt to get

7 confortable with your Father in heaven and maybe do sone of
8 t hose one word prayers.

9 | have a little thing we are going to do here at

10 t he end.

11 Sit in the living roomchair. This is your

12 i nvitation today.

13 There are eight different spots around the room

14 here, you can use m ne when |I'm done here if you want.

15 The prayer mnisters will be at those places and
16 they will place a hand on your shoul der and they will invite
17 you to open your hands to receive what God has for you

18 t oday.

19 This is the posture. You will sit in one of these
20 couches, or one of these chairs, and a prayer mnister wll
21 lightly put a hand on you and ask you, "Wat do you want

22 Jesus to do for you today?"

23 Okay? That's first step.

24 | want now to invite the m ddle school kids that
25 were on the Al pha retreat this weekend.
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They made these really cool gifts that they are
going to give you this norning.

They had a Holy Spirit weekend this weekend. Their
Al pha weekend was awesone.

The song the band is going to be doing is "Il
Lead You Hone".

While the song is going on, you can go to any one
of those stations around the worship center, and you'l
receive a card, and you'll also receive sone of these really
cool beads, and they are different colors for the col or
codes on the card.

And then what you are invited to do, you can take
that then, and that will rem nd you of the Lord's prayer,
you can be prayed for by one of the prayer mnisters, or you
can go back to your seat and pray the Lord's prayer, pausing
after each petition, and then we'll sing together the

refrain of "I'll Lead You Hone".
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