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PASTOR MARK FRY: It's all about Jesus; it's not
about us.

| f you have your scriptures out there we are going
to be going to -- it's killing me trying to think of who
t hat Bucket woman's sisters are. |f anybody thinks of that
fourth sister's nanme, let me know.

Her husband's nanme is Bruce. She's a piece of
wor k, she's the Bucket woman and she's fabul ous, really.
It's a great show.

Boy, the church | ooks bad in it, and that's one of
the things | love about it, is when they really kind of
tweak at the churches, about how mean we are to one another
and all that stuff.

It's all about choices and we have a view up on
this "Purpose Driven Life" and "Purpose Driven Church."

Here are the five purposes. W will put themon a
sl i de.

Worshi p, we are going to talk about worship and
fell owshi p.

And we've got mnistry and we've got evangelism and
di sci pl eshi p.

Actually we are going to kind of sequence them a
little different than that.

Next week we are going to talk about evangelism and

the week after that is mnistry Sunday.
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That's the Sunday when we will give everybody
opportunities to do stuff, Iike nake coffee, help out in
some of those different areas.

We really need a | ot nore people who are avail abl e
to do those sprint activities, as well as sonme of the
| onger-term stuff.

That's what we are doing. W are getting there.
This week it's all about worship.

John 4. Qur teacher is this bucket woman, but
before we get to her I need to set the context a little bit
of kind of what is going on.

| f you open your Bible to page 89, John 4, there is
a key verse.

Fourth Chapter, Fourth Verse, he had to go through
Samari a.

This is kind of |ike John saying to you, "I'msorry
you had to go through road construction this nmorning to get
here."

| f he had his druthers he would have rather went
around Samaria, because Samaria is a construction site.

There are a | ot of people there that are
damaged.

Jesus is tired and he's hot and thirsty and he
really didn't want to have to go through Samaria, but he

did, and that's a key verse.
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1 He goes to the city of Sychar and that's a fanous
2 pl ace because Jacob's well is there.

3 Jacob is one of the AOd Testanent pillars of the
4 communi ty.

5 Jacob, his brother Esau, you nay renmenber the

6 story, Jacob is a planter, Jacob is just this really cool
7 guy. His nane becones Israel. He's a wheel, okay?

8 Jacob's well is there. Notice verse 6. Jesus,

9 tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was
10 about noon.

11 John is such an excellent story teller he is

12 getting us ranmped up here.

13 So the context is, literally, it is hot, it's high
14 noon, there's a showdown com ng, because the Samaritans are
15 the arch enem es of the Jews and Jesus is Jew sh.

16 So this woman approaches and she i mmedi ately

17 vi ol ates social and religious custom by her nmere appearance

18 at hi gh noon.

19 She is supposed to be gathering water in the cool
20 of the evening.

21 But she's there, it's noon, she shows up, and Jesus
22 is violating custons as well, because he's talking to her.
23 Because in those days rabbis considered wonen

24 i ncapabl e of ascertaining religious know edge.

25 Those were the days, | often tell ny wife, man, it
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1 was better back then.

2 They didn't think wonen had any ability to

3 ascertain religious know edge.

4 But Jesus doesn't think that way then or now. That
5 was just a rule.

6 You see, there is all this stuff going on, and to
7 speak publicly, one-on-one with a wonman, was frowned upon by
8 rabbis. They weren't supposed to do that.

9 | f you notice closely in the story the disciples
10 had gone into town to get sonething to eat.

11 So Jesus gets one-on-one right out in the city

12 square, high noon, talking to a woman.

13 Ch, ny Lord, he's breaking a bunch of custons.

14 Such conversations, if they did occur, had to occur in

15 groups.

16 And such conversations, if they did occur, had to
17 occur in the cool of the evening.

18 So there's a bunch of strikes kind of going, never
19 I n broad daylight.

20 So the point being Jesus is where he technically
21 shoul dn't be; Samaria, high noon, talking to a woman, But

22 this woman is right where God wants her to be.

23 So there is this tension that is being created by
24 this excellent witing style of John.
25 That's true of the whole concept of ammzing grace.
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Jesus is where he technically shouldn't be.

|"'ma sinful person, but I'mright where God wants
me to be, enbraced by faith.

And so this woman is us and this woman is our
teacher this norning.

So | wanted to set the stage for that. This woman
I's the key.

Notice her lifestyle. [It's high noon. This wonman,
day- af t er-day, week-after-week, nonth-after-nonth,
year-after-year, she routinely goes to the city center and
gat hers wat er

I n other words, she's just going through the
notions, and it's the hottest part of the day.

My sister, her nane is Ann, and she's a school
teacher in northeast lowa and she's nmarried to a guy naned
Tom

Tom s a cool guy. He has three sons froma
previous nmarriage, and they are all older now, one is a
teenager and two are in their twenties.

We found out about two weeks ago that Andrew, who
has been in the Marine Corps, was sent to Fall ujah.

And so now we watch CNN a |little differently
because we have a fam |y person over there.

But | asked Ann the other night, I was talking to

her on the phone Thursday, | said, "How s it going, Ann?"
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She goes, "I'mpretty good. Tom he's always
wat chi ng Fox News and CNN."

She said, "It's not a good thing. He just dwells
on it."

| said, "What is going on over there?"

She said, "Andrew calls couple of tines every
week," she said, "but it's hot there right now"

| said, "How hot is it?"

She said, "It's 115 today."

This is a kid fromlowa, who did basic, now he is
over there in 115 degrees.

That's what it's like in broad daylight where this
story is taking place.

So this wonman, Jesus cones to her and says, "G ve
me a drink."

And she's |ike, "You don't even have a bucket. How
can | give you a drink?"

Jesus is breaking a customthere because for himto
drink from her utensil would make hi m uncl ean, because this
i's somebody who he's not supposed to be hanging with, |et
al one drinking wth.

So he's doing that, but she m sunderstands this
whol e business of water and living water and this is kind of
par for the course with John

If you take a look at John 2, right cross the
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col um over on the page, John 2:19.

"Jesus answered them destroy this tenple and in
three days | will raise it up."

The Jews m sunderstood. They are |like, "This
tenple? It took 48 years to build this thing. You are
going to build it in three days?"

He was taking about his body, but they
m sunder stand Jesus, is the point I"'mtrying to nmake.

Ri ght across the colum when Ni codenus is
approaching Jesus during the night and he says you have to
be born from above.

And Ni codenus, Chapter 3, Versus 9, says, "How can
these things be? Do | need to be clinmb back into ny
not her's wonb and be born from above? | don't get it."

That's where this woman begins this story. She's
confused by this whole concept of |iving water.

We learn real quickly in the story, right where |
stopped reading at Verse 15, we have | earned that this woman
Is thirsty.

She has been com ng there day-after-day, she is
goi ng through the notions and she is out of enptions.

She is just kind of plodding along. You can al nost
see her kind of com ng there.

Now real quickly in Verse 16 we |learn that she is

not only dry, literally, but she's dry figuratively, because
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Jesus is going to go into this whol e busi ness about go get
your husband.

She's like, "I don't have a husband.”

Jesus says, "I know. You've had five of them and
the guy you are living with nowis not really your husband.™

So the point is she's dry and she also is enmpty.

So we need to set the stage of that froman Od
Test anent perspective of matrinony.

There is this really cool thing that is happening
in the Od Testanent.

There is a tradition of betrothal, and that sounds
ki nd of high tech, but it kind of nmeans get married and
getting engaged.

Take a took in the very first book of the Bible,
CGenesis 24, it's on page 19, but the audience in Jesus's day
and in John's day woul d have known this.

In fact, Barb and | were at a workshop in Bellevue
on Friday and we had this wonderful speaker from Engl and
that was at a Lutheran church there teachi ng.

He said in the day of Jesus the average Jew sh
mal e woul d have had the whol e Pentateuch and all the Psal nms
committed to menory. The first five books of the Bible and
the Psal ns.

They didn't have Bibles back then. They had to put

themin their m nd.
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And so the audi ence would have known this tradition
that is being described in Genesis 24.

| won't read Verse 10, but what we're going to be
| ooking at here is |Isaac's prayer.

| saac i s another one of those pillars in the faith.
| saac, Abraham and Sarah's boy, |saac.

Verse 11: "He nmade the canels kneel down outside
the city by the well of water. It was toward the evening,
the time when wonan go out to draw water.™

Renmenber, | was tal king about that earlier. You
don't do it in broad daylight; you re supposed to be doing
it in the cool of the evening.

This is Isaac speaking, praying this prayer, "Oh,
Lord God of ny master Abraham please grant nme success today
and show steadfast |ove to ny master Abraham |'m standing
here by the spring of water and the daughters of the
townspeopl e are comng out to draw water. Let the girl to
whom | shall say please offer your jar so that | may drink
and who shall say drink and I will water your canels, |et
her be the one whom you have appointed for your servant
| saac. "

And I saac is saying this prayer. "By this I shal
know t hat you have shown steadfast [ove to ny master."

This is the O d Testanment version of

spi n-the-bottle.
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He's praying this prayer and he literally says now
whoever conmes down here, all these hot gals are com ng out
here and they are filling up their buckets, and he's saying
l'"mgoing to go up to one of themand |I'm going to say can
have a drink, and the one who says yes, here, and |I'm al so
going to feed your canels, that's going to be ny wfe.

What a prayer. He's praying for sonebody who is
generous and sonebody whose heart is noved by the Holy
Spirit. It's a matrinony betrothal story, see? That's
what's going on.

And Lo and behol d, Verse 15, "Before he had
finished speaking there was Rebekah, who was born to Bet huel
son of MIlcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham s brother, com ng
out with her water jar on her shoul der,"” beautiful young
t hi ng.

"The girl was very fair to | ook upon, a virgin,
whom no man had known. She went down to the spring, filled
her jar, and came up,"” and sure enough the transaction that
| saac had prayed about now becones reality.

He has just net his wife, Rebekah. |saac-Rebekah.
That's the setting, you see, that John is telling this story
about marriage and matrinony.

So we cone back to John 4 and we |earn that this
woman is a failure at relationships.

John is weaving in a matrinonial theme, for not
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1 only is the wonman dry of water; she is dry of relationships.
2 "Go get your husband.”

3 "I don't have one."

4 "It's true that you don't. You've had five," and
5 that the other knuckl ehead that you are with now, he is not
6 really your husband either.

7 But Jesus is not condemming her. He is just

8 poi nti ng out the obvious; that she's dry in relationships.

9 In other words, she is literally, as Jackson Brown

10 would wite, "Running on Enpty."

11 Brad has a little song for us. Here is a great
12 rendition fromthe '70s.

13 ok Kk ok

14 "Everyone | know, everywhere | go,

15 peopl e need sone reason to believe,

16 (I don't know about anyone but ne)

17 if it takes all night, that will be all right,
18 if I can get you to smle before |I |eave."

19 ok ok K

20 | think that's Jesus speaking. |If it takes al
21 night, that will be all right. |[If | can just get you to
22 smle before | |eave.

23 That's what he's really saying to this woman who is

24 runni ng on enpty.

25 It takes 29 verses in the case of this wonman to
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1 actually sm | e again.

2 She's been hauling water and |ife has just beat the
3 tar out of her.

4 And her faith is just starting. She thinks Jesus

5 is a man, and then she thinks he's a prophet because he

6 knows her past, and she thinks what is up with that?

7 VWhat we will see next is now her faith becones

8 understandi ng that this guy is the Messiah. Holy Mly, why
9 are you talking to ne?

10 That's what we see in the next part of the story.
11 In other words, cool things happen around water. People get
12 hi tched around the water. They get marri ed.

13 Jesus can nmake people smle again, even if it takes
14 twenty-ni ne verses, but it does happen.

15 | love the bunper sticker that says "Change is

16 I nevitable - except froma vendi ng machi ne. "

17 Change is inevitable, except for Christians, so

18 many people don't want to change.

19 They don't want Jesus to go from man, prophet,
20 Messi ah.
21 They don't understand that in H mthey get wet and
22 their relationships rise to other |evels.
23 They don't understand, because stagnation is always
24 a possibility in the church.
25 But what he's teaching us in this fascinating story
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1 is that nonogany does not equal nonotony.

2 This gal has been sl eeping around, but it teaches
3 us we have a jeal ous God.

4 VWhat this woman needed was a man naned Jesus. \What
5 you need is a man naned Jesus.

6 Whet her you are nale or female, you need Jesus.

7 That's what worship is.

8 It's comng to the conclusion that this Guy is it,
9 and you have to fall in love with this Guy.

10 Di vorce statistics are out now that say that

11 born-again Christians are just as likely to get divorced as
12 non born-again Christians in this culture of ours.

13 Sone people are surprised by that. | don't know

14 why.

15 It doesn't surprise ne in the |east, because a | ot
16 of people, they always cone to nme and they go, "I can't

17 believe they are getting a divorce, and he used to even cone

18 to church with her."

19 That's not worship; that's going to church

20 Here is where it gets really kind of interesting
21 when we use this woman for our teacher.

22 We need to be like this woman, but we need to

23 beware of becoming |ike this woman.

24 Because notice closely what she's doing. She is
25 doi ng the exact opposite of what we want to do.
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1 She has an assunption in John 4, beginning at Verse
2 21.

3 "Woman, " Jesus says, "believe ne. The hour is

4 com ng when you will worship the Father neither on this

5 mountain nor in Jerusalem"

6 Because she says our ancestors worshi pped on this

7 mount ai n because they knew it was all about the place.

8 It was about all going to this building where we

9 wor ship, going to this nmountain top, going to this

10 particul ar worship service.

11 That's what worship is, isn't it? But notice what
12 Jesus says.

13 "You worship what you do not know. We worship what
14 we know, for salvation is fromthe Jews, but the hour is

15 com ng and now i s here when the true worshi ppers w ||

16 worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks

17 such as these to worship him God is spirit, and those who

18 wor ship him nust worship in spirit and truth.”

19 VWhat does that nmean? What it neans is, God is

20 spirit and those who worship himnust worship himin spirit
21 and truth, not just on nountains, not just in churches, not
22 just in synagogues.

23 This wonman was runni ng on enpty, so she thought

24 I['"ll go to the well to get filled up.

25 | am honored when people tell ne they | ove to cone
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1 to worship because it fills their cup up. | love that.

2 | I ove when Gene and his posey over here do what
3 they do. That's not all there is to worship.

4 We cannot run around |like this woman goi ng from

5 enpty to full, fromenpty to full.

6 It's like running around with this netal bucket.

7 It just runs out and, "Oh, if | can only get to church on

8 time this week and get ny cup filled up."”

9 That's good, but it has a down side to it. That's

10 what Jesus is teaching.

11 He says you have the water within you, and it needs
12 to be circulating and it needing to be bubbling.

13 It needs to be like an Alka-Seltzer that is

14 constantly bubbling up to eternal life.

15 You have the water in you. Don't start thinking
16 you have to go to the well to get filled up.

17 God is spirit and truth. Those who worship him

18 must worship in spirit and truth, not just on nountains; not
19 just in churches.

20 The church has gotten so good at worship

21 performances we fool ourselves into thinking that we can't
22 worship without Gene. W can't worship wi thout Jerlene's
23 flute and Alan's guitar and Ed's steel and Don's druns and
24 all the wonderful vocalists.

25 That's worship. That's part of it. But you are
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called to worship in your cars, in your hones, in your
famlies, all the tine.

The woman's under st andi ng noves from Jesus being a
man to a prophet to Messiah, because now the |ights cone on.

It's not about a place; it's a person. Yes, that's
the deal, Lucille.

It's often said that m sery | oves conpany. That's
why sone people cone to church. They can at |east be with
ot her m serable people, but it's not true.

Really, it's mserable to be alone, and it's
exhausti ng bei ng exhaust ed.

It's definitely bel ow average to just run on enpty
all the tine.

It's not much better to have your seventh day fix,
because then you are just going to be, oh, oh, oh.

Those Bi bl e canp experiences are great. Mountain
top experiences are wonderful.

But there is down side. God designed us to be
peopl e of the plains and the valleys and we need to keep our
cups full so that we can keep filling other people's cups as
wel | .

Harol d Best said it best when he said, "W don't go
to church to worship; we go to church because we are
wor shi ppers. "

Thi nk about that. W don't go to church to
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wor ship; we go to church because we are worshi ppers.

Because Jesus has grabbed ahold of ne I need to go
back to that place where other people have been grabbed
ahold of, or want to be grabbed ahold of, and I need to hang
with them and | need to serve with them and | need to give
with them and | need to get with themand |I need to hear
the prom ses that those kids sang about.

That's part of worship, but it isn't all of it.

You have to be careful of that. |It's hot out there.

It's nmore than 115 degrees where you guys work,
i ve and breat he.

You can't go seven days wi thout water. You're no
canmel. You're a Christian. Keep that cup full.

Worship, by its very definition, in the "Purpose
Driven Life" and "Purpose Driven Church" brings God pl easure
and makes God smle. God smiles when we smle.

For this woman it took twenty-nine verses. For us
sonetinmes it just takes a couple verses of those songs to
get us to smle again, but we have to sing those songs in
our cars on the way to work, in our cars on our way hone
fromwork, where we need to worship and be constant.

Your face mi ght be the only sernon a person hears,
and that's not just at church. God can make people smle
agai n.

My favorite verse then, John 4:28, check it out.
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It's one of ny favorite verses in the Bible, actually.

You'll notice the disciples, they come back, they
were off getting food.

Verse 27, the disciples cane, they were astoni shed
t hat he was speaking with a wonan

Renmenber, | told you how scandal ous that was.
Jesus, don't you know the rul es?

They cone back, but no one says, what do you want,
or why are you speaking with her, they kind of knew al so
this guy is alittle smarter than we are, they aren't going
to confront himwth the truth, because he woul d have
probably told a story or done sonething el se that woul d have
driven them crazy, because they just really couldn't get
Jesus, even those really close to himcan't get him can't
figure himout, why he's always |oving, not condemni ng.

But notice what happens in Verse 28. "Then the
woman | eft her water jar and went back to the city."

| f you have your own Bible underline that verse.
As far as |I'm concerned, that's the cool est verse around,
because that synmbolically says that this woman realizes it
isn't about the well anynore.

It's well with my soul, but it isn't about the
well, it isn't about having water in the jar, or gas in the
t ank.

She | eaves her jar behind, and what does she do?

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory trial version http://www.fineprint.com



http://www.fineprint.com

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

20

Look closely at what she does.

She goes from performng a chore to being a
m ssi onary.

Jesus transfornms the routine into an opportunity
for service.

Verse 28, "Then the woman | eft her water jar and
went back to the city."

This is the same city who knew her reputation, the
sane city who knew where she had been and all the nmles on
her, all of the husband's she had not had, and what does she
do?

She says to the people, "Conme and see a man who
told me everything | have ever done."

What is the big deal of that? Turn your Bible to
John 1, Verse 39.

John 1:39, starting at 38, "Wen Jesus turned and
saw them foll owi ng he said to them what are you | ooking
for?"

And they said, "Rabbi," which neans teacher, "where
are you staying?"

And he said to them "Conme and see.”

John 1:46. Nathaniel said to him "Can anything
good come our of Nazareth?"

The di sci ples could never get Jesus. Philip said

come and see, check it out. This guy is unbelievable. This
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guy is so believable.

That's what this woman, you see Jesus in her
perspective has gone frombeing a man to being a prophet to
bei ng the Messi ah.

She has gone from being an outcast to a curious
onl ooker to a full-fledged disciple of Jesus Chri st.

Because what she is doing is she's |eaving the past
behi nd and she is saying to sonebody el se cone and see.

This gal has gone full circle, and it's not going
to be easy for her.

Her faith, however, gushes over into witness. She
I's running around now wet and wild and w tnessing. Cone and
see.

We don't have tine to go through the rest of the
story.

That woul d be a good one for you guys to do at your
Bi bl e study tonight at your tables.

How about that for worship, when you are eating
with your kids, or your spouse, or whoever else you are
eating wth.

She is going to basically go around and tell al
this stuff and then nore confusion and everything el se.

They said to this woman in verse 42, "It's no
| onger because of what you said that we believe, for we have

heard for ourselves and we knew this is truly the Savi or of
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wor | d. "

She all of a sudden really starts turning it up,
racheting up the whole w tnessing thing.

A woman, who wasn't even supposed to be able to
soak in religious know edge, all of a sudden is a
m ssi onary.

See how drastic and how dramatic that is, her
transformation?

Jesus has gone fromman to prophet to Messiah, and
this woman, outcast, curious, confused, m sunderstanding
worman, to full-fledged disciple, evangelist and m ssionary.

We'll ook at that next week, evangelism that cone
and see this.

Worship isn't just com ng here on Sunday or
Sat urday or Wednesday.

It's not about a place; it's about a person whose
name happens to be Jesus, Messiah, Prophet, Best Friend,
Brot her, Master, Teacher, Bread of Life.

| close with two other verses fromthe Gospel of
John, the 6th Chapter and the 7th Chapter.

John 6:35, "I amthe bread of life,"” this is one
that has always troubled ne, "I amthe bread of life.
Whoever conmes to nme will never be hungry and whoever
believes in me will never be thirty."

If you ook at that by its very nature it's al nost
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contradictory.

If I"meating bread | am going to get real thirsty,
but later on he wll call himhinself the water of I|ife.

From John 7, "Let anyone who is thirsty cone to ne
and |l et the one who believes in me drink."

Unfortunately churches have had kind of a
t enperance problem telling people they shouldn't drink.

And part of that has to do with the denon of
al coholismand all that sort of stuff.

But what Jesus is tal king about here is you have to
keep full so that you can fill others.

"Let anyone who is thirty cone to ne." Not to
Bet hany, not to church, not to WIIlow Creek, not to
Bel | evue, or wherever else you go to get filled up

That's part of it, but he says, "Cone to nme and
let's the one who believes in nme drink deeply of the water
of Christ."

Whul d you join me in a nonent of prayer?

Lord, there's that one old song, fill our cups and
| et them overfl ow.

We thank you for the privilege of worshipping
together in the formof church, and nusic, and talented,
gifted | eaders. We thank you for that.

We al so thank you Lord that the water is in each

one of us. It just needs to be stirred a little bit.
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1 So would you give ny friends the tools, that they
2 m ght worship you in their cars, in their hones, in their

3 schools, and in their hospital beds, in their nursing hones,
4 in their famlies, in their churches, in their Bible study

5 groups, in their Kiwanis Club, their Lion's Club.

6 May we worship you and talk to you and listen to

7 you and | ove you.

8 Because we know, Lord, that when we worship you,

9 you smle at us, so teach us to sm | e again.

10 Thank you for this day. Wuld you please wite

11 your nanme on our hearts again, so that we can go and sing of
12 your nmercy and invite others to cone and see.

13 All this is prayed in the nanme of the Man, the

14 Prophet, the Messiah, Jesus the Christ. Anmen.
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
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