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BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
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SEPTEMBER 16, 2007

PASTOR WENDA FRY
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PASTOR VENDA FRY: Last week we marked a m | estone
in our |life together as pastors and people, celebrating
twenty years of mnistry together as a people of God in this
pl ace and tine.

Pastor Griess, our guest speaker, said at one of the
services that the average stay of a pastor in a congregation
is three to five years.

And | got to thinking to nyself, you can't get nuch
sinning done in that time, sinning against one anot her,
actual ly.

| mean, how do you get that done in that tine, if
you have the time to be able to go to a brother or sister in
Christ and say | can't go to the table without making it
right with you.

In fact, one of my brothers in faith after the 10: 30
service said that to ne.

He said, "Wenda, | couldn't believe it, that the
average is three to five years. How do you build any
relationships in that tinme?"

And he actually is a person who called nme and had
sonet hing that he needed to talk with nme about.

| was so glad he had the courage to do that. That
happened just a few years ago.

That's what | mean when | say how do you have enough

time to sin against one another and cone to the table
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together so that we can practice and |ive out our faith in
Chri st.

| was curious, though, | wondered how many
congregati ons have their pastors for twenty years or nore.

So | wote the ELCA, the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America, and | asked for a couple of statistics.

Marty Smth, senior research analyst for the ELCA
wrote me back and he said that out of 10,721 congregations in
t he Evangelical Lutheran Church in Anmerica, 580 of them have
had their pastor for twenty years or nore.

| thought, wow, we're one of those. W are one of
t hose statistics.

And | was amazed by that and | ast week we marked a
m | estone and we cel ebrated that. You celebrated that with
us in great fashion.

Mark's eyes were red all nmorning and I didn't have
any mascara on by the end of the norning. It was awesone.
Thank you so mnuch.

After the 9:00 o' clock service | went up to Brown
Productions and | said can you get a picture, | didn't know
it was going to happen at the end of the service, but we were
able to get a picture of the comunal blessing at the end of
the service, at the 10:30 service, and that was overwhel m ng

| didn't know what was going to happen at 9:00, but

Carolyn, one of the council nenbers, invited you to
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participate in a blessing for us, and by the time | got to
that place in the service | lost it.

| knelt down, and we both just cried, and we could
feel your presence, could feel the hands goi ng shoul der upon
shoul der as you lifted up a bl essing for us.

And | piled up the notes, Mark and | haven't even
had a chance to read themall yet, but | piled them up here
and sort of made a stone altar of themto offer to God.

Because what happened is, one of the reasons why we
have not gotten through themis that every tine we read one
we cry and we tal k about that famly or that individual

And then we can hardly nove on to the next one
because then we get to | aughi ng about stuff.

That's why we have not gotten through all of them
but |I have marked themas a m | estone, along with the picture
of the Dbl essing.

This is what God's people have done for a |ong,

I ong, long tine.

And this is the kind of thing that binds a people
t oget her before God.

I ndi vi dual cl ainms of what God has done in their
life.

That's what these notes represent. You relived for
us and you reclainmed for yourself the prom se of God.

You told us, many of you, through these notes what
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God had been doing in your life, so as individuals and as
famlies you offered that.

And then as a people of God in this place we offered
t hat together.

I ndi vi dual recollections of what God has done and
marking a m |l estone has al ways bonded the people of God
before his throne, and that's what we did | ast week.

Thr oughout the Bible there are tons of stories about
i ndi vi dual s renenbering, reliving, reclaimng what God has
done in their life.

And t hen together as a people, because we don't do
faith alone, together as a people renenbering that God has
been faithful, God has been gracious, God is a God of
provi dence and has provided for our every need.

And one of those stories that we are going to | ook
at today is from Deuteronomy, Chapter 26, so | invite you to
turn to that

Many places in the Od Testanment recollect God's
del i verance as a people of God, and the individuals also
relive and reclaim God's redenptive act for yourself, which
is what you did.

Deut eronony, Chapter 26, Verses 1 to 11. | invite
you to follow along as | read.

This is Moses speaking to the people of God before

they head into the prom sed | and.
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"When you have cone into the land that the Lord your
God has given you as an inheritance to possess, and you
possess it, and you settle in it, you shall take sonme of the
first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from
the land that the Lord your God is giving you.

"And you shall put it in a basket and go to the
pl ace that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for
hi s nane.

"You shall go to the priest who is in office at that
time and say to him 'Today | declare to the Lord your God
that | have cone into the land that the Lord swore to our
ancestors to give us.'

"When the priest takes the basket from your hand and
sets it down before the altar of the Lord your God, you shal
make this response before the Lord your God: 'A wandering
Aramean was ny ancestor; he went down into Egypt and |ived
there as an alien, few in nunber, and there he becane a great
nation, m ghty and popul ous. Wen the Egyptians treated us
harshly and afflicted us by inposing hard | abor on us we
cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors. The Lord heard
our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our
oppression. The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a m ghty
hand and an outstretched armw th a terrifying display of
power and with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this

pl ace and gave us this land, the land flowwng with mlk and
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honey. So now | bring the first of the fruit of the ground
that you, O Lord, have given ne.'

"You shall set it down before the Lord your God and
bow down before the Lord your God.

"Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens
who reside anong you, shall celebrate with all the bounty
that the Lord your God has given to you and to your house."

So before we | ook at that text, | want to give you
some background on the Book of Deuteronomny.

It's Moses' |ast chance with the people he | oves.
That's what the Study Bible, the blue Study Bible suggests in
the introduction to the Book of Deuteronony.

| just love that and you know that | recommend that
every opportunity | get.

If you don't have a Bible that you can read, that
you get frustrated when you read it, we have one here at
Bethany, it's called the Study Bible, and it's so hel pful,
because it always gives an introduction to the book and gives
t he background.

And | think that's hel pful when we are reading
scripture, so then we know what kind of literature we're
readi ng, whether it's a poem or a speech, or a confession,
or a hyytm. It's really hel pful.

And what the book of Deuteronony is, really what it

is, it's Moses' personal diary.
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It's really divided into three different speeches,
if you wll.

Chapters 1 to 3 recount the amazing mracles of God
when they were wandering together in the Sinai desert for
those forty years.

So it tells about that and if you read Chapters 1 to
3 later on this week you'll say yes, this is like a diary.

You know how it is when we wite in our diary. W
say first we went here. Then we stopped and we got gas
t here.

That's just exactly how Chapters 1 through 3 of
Deut er onony read.

We went here, we went there, and then so and so said
t hat when we met them

And then you'll read that Moses says that's when you
guys grunbl ed.

He rem nds the peopl e about when they grunbl ed and
rem nds them of what God said when they grunbled.

And it's kind of cool if you look at it |ike that,
like it's a speech, and also witten |like a personal diary,
you'll get a lot out of that. So that is Chapters 1 to 3.

And Chapters 4 to 26, where our reading is from we
are right at the tail end of that, they are the codes or the
commandnments that the people of God agreed to keep with their

God.
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Let's take a ook at that for a second. Let's go to
Chapter 6, Verse 4.

For our Jew sh brothers and sisters it's called the
Shema and it is said every norning.

"Hear, O lsrael, the Lord is our God, the Lord
al one.

"You shall |love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your m ght.

"Keep these words that | am conmandi ng you today in
your heart.

"Recite themto your children and tal k about them
when you are at hone and when you are away, when you |ie down
and when you ri se.

"Bind themas a sign on your hand, fix them as an
enbl em on your forehead, and wite them on the doorposts of
your house and on your gates."”

This is just an exanple, probably the best exanple
in of the second speech in the Book of Deuteronony, because
it's about renmenber what you agreed to do, and here is how
you ought to do it.

Recite them fix them wite them All the
commandnment s, of course, are given in the Book of Deuteronony
as well.

So that is where our text cones from because it's a

rem nder of what the people of God have agreed to do
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t oget her, because God wants to be their deliverer

God wants to be their savior. God wants to be their
God.

And the third speech is, there are three fireside
chats, | got that fromthe Study Bible as well, because the
aut hor of that particular introduction |ikened Mbses' speech
to FDR s speech during World War 11, fireside chats.

When Mark and | were in DC this past spring we went
to the World War Il Menorial for the first tine.

And when you walk into the nenorial, on either side
before you get into the circle and renenbrance of each state,
there are these bronze inpressions.

And one of themis a picture of a famly |istening
to the radio.

When FDR woul d gi ve those speeches, that was really
an i nportant part of our history as a nation, because people
felt Iike they were being tal ked to.

And sonme nenbers told me after the 7:45 service that
FDR used to start those, because they were renenbering that
they heard them he used to start those "My friends" and
everyone got their ear up close, and maybe sonme of you in
this place had an opportunity to hear that in your lifetine
as well.

But that's what these are. He loves his people so

much, the sanme way that FDR did, a great |eader
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So Mbses was a great |eader and | oved his people and
wanted to remi nd them of the things that they prom sed to do
bef ore God.

So the third section is Chapters 27 to 33. That's
his farewell charge

He's getting ready to die, he's 120 years old, and
in the | ast chapter of the Book of Deuteronony, let's turn to
that, it's 34, it's really his eulogy of when he dies.

And Pastor Mark taught us this summer, he was
t eachi ng was about Joshua 3-4 and was teaching us about why
Moses wasn't allowed to go into the prom sed | and.

But | had forgotten that he showed himthe [ and and
then | ater of course on the Muunt of Transfiguration he got
to see the prom sed |and, didn't he, with Elijah and Jesus on
t he Mount.

Moses, Elijah, and Jesus were on the Munt of
Transfiguration when Jesus was transforned right before their
very eyes.

So he did get to the promsed land in that sense,
but |look with ne at 34.

"Then Moses went up fromthe plains of Mbab to Mount
Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho, and
the Lord showed himthe whole |and."

Looking is so inportant. |It's one of ways we hear

God and see God at work, is to | ook.
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Look at Verse 4 of Chapter 34.

"The Lord said to him "'This is the [and of which
swore to Abraham, to |Isaac, and to Jacob, saying | will give
it to your descendants; | have let you see it with your eyes,
but you shall not cross over there.'

"Then Modses, the servant of the Lord, died there."

And junp down with nme to Verse 7.

"Moses was 120 years old when he died; his sight was
uni npai red and his vigor had not abated.™

Ww. It's amazing. That will be sonething to ask
God about, that | mght live to the end of ny day with ny
sight fixed on you, God, uninpaired.

That's what | think that neans. | don't think it's
a physical thing.

My sight uninpaired to see what you're doing in ny
life, and then with vigor still given, so that all of life is
enbr aced.

Back to 26. | just wanted to give you that. 1| hope
that's hel pful to you when Mark and | speak a little bit
about the behind-the-scenes with these books, because | think
it's inportant.

So what we are into is a personal diary, after a
fashion, and in Chapter 26 it's just at the end of the speech
on renmenbering what they prom sed to do.

If God was going to be in covenant with them then
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this is what Moses is rem nding them now here is what you do
when you get in the | and.

So let's go back to 26 now and | ook at the verses,
just take it apart a little bit.

"When you have cone into the land that the Lord your
God has given you as an inheritance to possess, and you
possess it, and you settle in it, you shall take sonme of the
first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from
the land that the Lord your God is giving you."

| want to nmake one comment on this. It seens |ike
it's about geography here.

| know in this part of the scripture they have not
cone to the prom sed | and yet, because that's the next book,
Joshua.

Renmenber, Mbses doesn't go into the land, and he is
to bl ess and anoi nt Joshua, his assistant, to take the people
into the prom sed | and.

We tal ked about that story this summer. W are
| ooking at a lot of those AOd Testanent stories.

Many of you said | had never heard that or seen
t hose things before, so that is good when we do that
t oget her, when we study God's word.

But I want to say that it sounds like it's geography
but really, and it's true, but it's also that there is the

i dea of deliverance.
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When you cone into the land, it's |ike a rem nder.
That phrase, when you cone into the land, is a rem nder that
God is their God, that God is their deliverer, and that God
is a God of salvation and will care for his people because he
chose them as his own.

So it's not about geography only; it's also about
this prom se of salvation

So then Verses 1 to 4 are the first fruits offering.

What does that nean, this first fruits offering?

Well, the first fruits offering is, Mdses says to
t he people, now, renenber, and | hope you al ways renenber
this, God is your God, and he has chosen you, and so you are
in a covenant relationship with himand this is what a
covenant relationship | ooks |ike.

God says to God's people | choose you, | want you to
my owmn, | love you, everything | have is yours. Everything.
This land and everything in it.

And when you stop to think about that, and to let ne
know, this is God talking now, to |l et me know that you stil
want to be in a covenant relationship with me, you still want
me to be your God, can you give nme sonething?

That's what a first fruits offering is. Can you
give ne an offering so that | know that you want to be in
covenant with ne.

This is what the Bi bl e neans when the Bi bl e asks us
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for ten percent of our noney.

God says to us, everything | have is yours,
everything, and just so | know that you love ne, and you |ike
this relationship, can you give ne ten percent?

A hundred percent of it is mne, and | give you al
of it, can you just give nme back a little bit so that | know
that you like being in this kind of relationship with ne.

You like that | will provide for your every need.
You |like that 1'myour deliverer.

You like that | want to be your savior. You like
that | want to be your hel per.

And that's what is happening here, disciples. Wat
i's happening here is Mdses is rem nding them now, whenever
you get to a place ritualistically mark that with an
offering, a special offering, a first fruits offering, which
means give nme your best.

Don't give ne what is left over after you buy
groceries and pay the bills and buy the vol |l eyball shoes.

Don't give ne what is |left over; give nme the first
of it and then go buy the shoes, because there will be
enough, and then buy the groceries.

First fruits offering, just part of the covenant
that God has with God's people.

So that is the first fruits offering, and then

Verses 5 to 10 tell the condensed story of the history of the
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| sraelites.
Verse 5, "A wandering Aranean was ny ancestor. He
went down into Egypt and |lived there as an alien.”

This is a phrase, a wandering Aranean, referring to

Jacob.

Jacob worked in Egypt for his uncle for seven years
because he was so in love with Rachel. Maybe you renenber
that story.

But it's sort of a phrase to represent the
honmel essness of God's peopl e.

They were a wandering people. They didn't have a
God. They didn't have a hone.

They didn't have a land. They didn't have anyt hing,
and they were at the nmercy of sone really cruel people, and
peopl e that worshi pped a nyriad of Gods.

So it is sort of representative of the honel essness
of the Israelites and it's just a way of saying you used to
not have a God that |oved you like this.

You used to not have a hone. You used to not have a
pl ace.

You used to not have so many material blessings, is
really what that neans.

And then the rest of 6 through 10 is a recollection
of the m ghty hand and deliverance of God.

And you see this so nmuch in the scriptures and in
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fact when Jesus gathered with his disciples on the night in
whi ch he was betrayed, they renenbered the deliverance of
God' s peopl e out of Egypt. That was sonething that they did.

That's always a part of our |ife together as God's
people, is renmenbering how great God has been.

Renmenberi ng how God has bl essed us. Recalling, that
even though it has been painful, God was there, because that
was a painful four hundred years for God's people in Egypt in
sl avery, oppressed, beaten, killed at the drop of a hat.

They knew t he kind of painful things that we have
known in life. Death. Abuse. Heartache.

So what | find amazing in these stories that
recollect that God is God is that they al so renenber the
pai nful parts, as well as the fact that God delivered them
and kept themwith a mghty and outstretched arm

Verse 8 is really the history of Israel.

"The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a m ghty hand
and an outstretched arm with a terrifying display of power
and with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place
and gave us this land, the land flowwng with m |k and honey.

This first fruits offering by individuals, and the
remenbrance that God has al ways been faithful is, as | said
at the beginning of our tine together, this is what binds
God' s peopl e toget her; always has.

That's what we did | ast week. You relived and
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reclaimed God's providence in your life and shared it with
us.

We were honored that you would do that, and then
toget her we asked God to bless us as a pastor and a people.

You canme and | aid hand upon shoul der, hand upon
shoul der as we asked God to continue to bless his people and
pastors, to go forward into the future.

And that's what Verse 11 says so well. | like it
out of the Message Bible, which is what we have here.

"Cel ebrate, rejoice, celebrate all the things that
God, your God has given you and your famly, you and the
Levite and the foreigner who lives with you."

That's Verse 11.

"Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens

who reside anong you, shall celebrate with all the bounty

that the Lord your

God has given to you and to your house."

Agai n,

that's what we did | ast week. We marked that

mlestone in our |lives together as pastors and people.

You marked it by reliving and reclaimng God's
prom ses, and we marked it together communally asking God to
bl ess us.

We renenbered the good things. W cel ebrated and
remenbered the good things that God has done.

And what | | ove about what Pastor Mark said to us
has it?

was that it has not been all good,
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It has been painful at tines, hasn't it? And it
has.

He says it hasn't been all good, but it has been
bl essed.

| though that was awesone, that he rem nds us,
that's what happens when we gather as a peopl e.

We don't just renmenber the good tines; we renenber
the painful tinmes and how God brought us out with an
outstretched and m ghty arm through the valley of the shadow
of death into the sunmer pasture at the table, into the table
full of bounty and fellowship and | ove.

That's what we do when we mark m | estones in our
lives as individuals and as people of God.

| don't know if any of you have ever been to a
Jew sh cenetery.

| nstead of putting flowers, they put stones, don't
they, lay stones on the gravestone.

And if you saw the novie "Schindler's List" you saw
a picture of this, stones on the gravestone.

That's beautiful. | never really understood what
that meant, but what it is is the nourner takes a stone and
they lay it on the gravestone to connect thenselves with that
person, and not only that person, but the history of their
peopl e.

So there again is the individuals marking their life
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with that person, in addition to claimng and cel ebrating the
covenant rel ationship between God and God's peopl e.

VWhat | |ike about that visual is that it rem nds us
that that's what we nust do.

We connect our lives to the person and we connect
our life to their history and the history of their God, and
we can do that as Christians.

What is happening here today really in menory and
honor of sonmeone we | oved so nuch, Teri, today we are
reconnecting again our life with her life, but the baskets
are full of stories.

Jody, your story is unbelievable. Jody wote a
story and attached it to her basket.

It's a garden basket out there, and | didn't know
this, how she net her husband Bill, she has been married
al nost two years, but one day she's working at Wal-Mart and
had sone sort of a mshap with a hose and conpletely drenched
Bill, a custoner, and she was nortified and t hought now maybe
| wll get fired or sonething.

Anyway, you guys got to tal king about how drenched
you were and you got to tal king about that. Well, that's her
husband.

Teri heard that story and called her up and said she
found a franme that was made out of garden hose, sonething

Teri would do, and said | have a frame for the picture of the




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

21

two of you. |It's a great story.

That's what we do. Wien we cone here today, we mark
our lives and we join our histories with the history of Teri
and her God and her faith.

And that's inportant for us to do as God's peopl e.
It's inportant that we mark m | estones as a way of saying
t hanks for what has been, even if it was painful.

We say thanks for what has been, and we say, by
marking a mlestone |ike today, like |ast week, we say we are
ready, Lord, for the future.

We go with joy and anticipation into the future,
because it will be something new, because new |life always
cones out of death. Always. That's our Easter faith. W
are God's Easter people.

You received a letter | ast week announcing that Mark
and I will have a new partner in mnistry, Lowell Nelson, and
we are just in awe of what God has done, because we coul dn't
have conme up with that at all.

God really designed that and so we sent a letter out
to you and we hope with your blessing on Septenber 30th that
we can go forward into a new place together.

One of the words that was given to the people of God
in this place in January of |ast year was Joshua 3-4, get
ready, sanctify yourselves, which neans get yourselves ready,

and renmenber that you are a holy and a chosen peopl e.
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That's what sanctify yourselves neans. You are a
holy and chosen people. Get ready, for you have not been
this way before.

And the only way | believe, people of God, that we
can be ready for the joy and the wonder and the new |life that
God has prepared for us is if we can mark those things in our
lives which we have been carrying around. W mark a
m | est one.

Last week we marked a mlestone. W carried twenty
years of grief and joy and | ove and | aughter and food and
m sunder st andi ng and reconciliation and forgiveness.

We carried that for twenty years together as pastors
and people and | ast week we nmarked it as a mlestone in the
life of this congregation so that we could nove forward.

So next week Lowell will be preaching, and |I was
thinking that it would be inportant for us as a people of God
to mark this day in preparation for next week.

Each of you were given a stone this nmorning as you
came in.

If you don't have a stone, you can go back to the
entranceway and receive a stone, pick one up.

| would like you to take that stone, if you woul d,
pl ease, and just put aside the Bible and put aside anything
el se.

Just hold that stone in your hand and | ook at it,
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hold it, feel that.

|"ve asked a friend of mne, Laura, fromorchestra
to play during our reflection and response.

Did you notice in Verse 5 of our text today that
Moses said to the people now this shall be your response.

God' s people and the covenant with God's peopl e has
al ways called for a response. Always. | had not seen that
bef ore.

| invite you to close your eyes, if you would, and
hol d your stone, and | want you to | ook inside yourself, and
Laura is going to play.

| want you to | ook inside yourself and see if there
is a nenory that you have not |aid aside.

Maybe it's a nenory of a person, sonething that
person said to you, or did to you, that you' ve been carrying.

And as you feel the weight of the stone in your
hand, you know that things |like this can weigh us down and
keep us fromthe life transform ng opportunities and
experiences God has for us.

As you | ook within, nmaybe you can identify a nmenory
or an event that needs healing, sonmething that you need to
| ay down and | ay aside.

And as you fasten your m nd and heart on what that
m ght be, maybe you want to connect that to sonme piece of

architecture in this worship center.
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Maybe you heard a sernon or a nessage in this place
and you didn't do what you had vowed to God that day that you
woul d do. Maybe you could lay your stone on these tiles.

O maybe it was a baptismthat you saw and you
remenbered that God has a covenant with you in baptism you
want to mark that as a m | estone and renenber that, you could
put your rock in the water in the fount.

O maybe it was a song that the nusicians did. You
said God I'mgoing to do that forever and you have not done
that. You could lay your stone there.

Maybe you buried a | oved one in this place. Mybe
you buried and had to say good-bye to a child or a parent in
this place.

You could lay your stone at the foot of the cross
and mark that and if you want to say a little prayer as you
| ay your stone down, you could, or you can just sinply lay it
there and wal k back to your seat.

| invite you to cone now and | ay your stone, |ay
t hem down, and then Mark will lead us in prayer.

PASTOR MARK FRY: Anot her possibility is maybe you
have sone stuff you m ght want to | eave here, it m ght be
appropriate to put it in the doorway.

If you are like me, it's |like wal king sonetines with
a bag of rocks on your shoul ders.

Let us pray. Lord, | renmenber in that novie
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"Schindler's List" the solemm procession of those people who
conme and mark the death of M. Schindler with a sinple
gesture of putting that little stone on his tonbstone.

Lord, | thank you that |'ve seen sone of those canps
where that has happened, and those rocks are such a powerful
vi sual synbol of respect, of gratitude, and of noving on.

So, Lord, | thank you for everybody's novenent
today. We bring a nmyriad of enotions to this day. G atitude
and sone nel ancholy.

It's a newtime of year. Qur football team has
lost, and that's not just a little thing -- it is in the
whol e scope of things -- but you know that we take things
personal |l y.

So, Lord, | thank you for the novenent, and | thank
you that this can be a new day, a day that is the beginning
now of a new chapter, of a new mlestone that you are
preparing for us. 1In confidence we trust that.

We thank you for your nusic that plays in our lives,
sonetinmes sadly, sonmetinmes with incredible joy.

And we ask, Lord, that we m ght be part of that song
in new and even fuller ways.

We pray all of this in the name of Jesus, who is our

rock. Anen.




