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PASTOR FRY: It has been a hot summer. It was hot
in nmost of the country.

| was in Louisville, Kentucky, |ast week for part of
my training that I'mdoing this year and on Thursday it was
li ke 106 and then it had rained that night, so it felt |ike
exactly |ike Nebraska, it was all steany, so it didn't feel
any different.

But it has been hot all over the country and it's
kind of nice this norning, and the | ast week we have had a
few days where the tenperature is a little bit cooler and we
have caught a glinpse of fall and it feels really good.

Of course, the sunflowers are up in the fields and
that always used to signify to ne and our kids that school is
going to start pretty school.

Of course it did start this |last week, and with the
fall and with the changi ng of the seasons, of course, there
is a transition to make.

That transition involves a |ot of decision making, a
| ot of choosing, and a | ot of choices, because many parents
who brought their kids back to school, and those students
t hensel ves have to choose classes if they are in high school,
t hey have to choose what they are going to have for |unch.

And, parents, you have to choose what activities
you're going to be involved in with your kids, or apart from

your kids, and it's a tinme of transition, isn't it, totry to
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figure out what you are going to do and how your schedul es
are going to change accordingly.

So | thought today | would speak on, | chose a text
about choosing today, but an article caught my attention | ast
week in the Sunday Worl d Heral d.

It was called the "Sinple Life of Nebraska" and the
full title is "The Sinple Life of Nebraska Resonates Mre
When You' ve Left".

It's an article witten by a guy who now lives in
New York City who is a native Nebraskan and in short he
m sses his honme state and really appreciates it nore now t hat
he has left it.

|"'mgoing to read a part of this here. He's talKking
about how great the sky is, and of course it is, and he says
he is done officially conplaining about traffic in Omha, but
clearly he hasn't lived in Elkhorn this sumrer, right?

But, anyway, aside fromthat he asks, "Do you own a
car? Have you ever thought about how easy it is to get to
your vehicle because it is as close as your garage, driveway,
or the parking | ot outside your apartnent.

"How about the fact that in no nore than 20 to 25
m nutes we can drive virtually anyplace in the city.

"I'n New York City, if you own a car, you likely have
to wal k blocks to reach it, and if you don't own a car you

have to wal k, hail a cab or take the subway.
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"Adm ttedly, many New Yorkers | ove these options,
and they |l ove New York City life in general. For now | just
can't count nyself anong them

"I"'mnot witing to knock New York |living as nmuch as
| want to remnd ny fellow Nebraskans that life in the
Cornhusker state is wonderful,” and it is.

It's a great place. Every tinme | get off the plane,
the air, when | cone out, the air is sweet. It mght be
warm but it's always a certain snell.

It is a wonderful place to live and we do have the
freedomto conme and go as we please and to hop in our cars
and go wherever we want whenever we want.

But | think that kind of freedom nakes it hard to
say no to things, and | think that we find ourselves, with
that kind of freedom | think we find ourselves making nore
and nore commtnents and letting |less and |l ess go, and that's
a hard thing, making those kinds of choices.

Today we are going to look at a text that is about
choosi ng.

It's true, we have a |lot of freedomin these great
United States.

But | also think that sonmetinmes it |eads to the
state of confusion when it cones to making choices of what we
ought to let go of, or what we ought to do for sure.

So we are going to |look at Joshua, Chapter 24, and
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we are going to read a part of that.

In the pew Bible it's on page 218. [If you brought
own Bible, we really encourage that, because then you can
wite in it and highlight things and underline verses that
make sense to you, so we really encourage that.

But Joshua Chapter 24, | amgoing to read the first
three verses and then I"mgoing to junp over to Verse 14.

"Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to
Shechem and summoned t he el ders, the heads, the judges, and
the officers of Israel, and they presented thensel ves before
God.

"And Joshua said to all the people, thus says the
Lord, the God of Israel. Long ago your ancestors Terah and
hi s sons Abrahanm and Nahor |ived beyond the Euphrates and
served ot her Gods.

"Then | took your father Abraham from beyond the
river and led himthrough all the |and of Canan and nmade his
of fspring many."

He continues there on sort of a historical synopsis,
and we are going to look at that in a few m nutes.

But for right nowlet's junp over to Verse 14.
Joshua is giving a speech to the people, and this is kind of
the pith of his speech.

"Now therefore revere the Lord and serve himin

sincerity and in faithful ness; put away the gods that your
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ancestors served beyond the river and in Egypt and serve the
Lord.

"Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose
this day whomyou will serve, whether the gods your ancestors
served in the region beyond the river or the gods of the
Anorites in whose |land you are living, but as for me and ny
household, we will serve the Lord."

We are going to look at the rest of this nowin just
alittle bit nore detail, but that's the pith of this story
today, is the choice.

W are in a transition time. W are in a change of
seasons. W are facing a lot of choices and Joshua speaks to
t hat today.

So Joshua is a quite a | eader, and we are going to
recall for a few nmonents that he was the one chosen by God to
fill Moses' sandals, and they are pretty big sandals to fill.

We learn in the book of Joshua, if you read from
chapter one to the end, we |learn that Joshua was willing to
follow orders as well as give them

And beginning in Chapters 1 and 2 God says |'m
choosing you to | ead the people, Mdses is going to die, but
|"m going to take you and the people across the Jordan River
into the prom sed | and, the |land that was prom sed to Mses
and God's peopl e.

And so he chooses Joshua to do that, and in the
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first chapter he says be strong and courageous.

Be strong and courageous. Be strong and very
cour ageous.

Joshua was and t hroughout the whol e book of Joshua
he does incredible things as a | eader.

He really proves that he is a good | eader for God's
peopl e.

And by the time we get to the end of the book here
in Joshua 24 we see that the people of God had done a pretty
good job of creating a newlife in the prom sed | and.

They kind of remind ne a little bit of our people
that settled this great United States, the people that cane
over from Europe and settled here.

They had to be strong and very courageous, and that
rem nds ne of that story, because they had done a pretty good
job of creating a life in the country that had been prom sed
to them

And from all outward appearances it would seemt hat
t he people of Israel are obedient and fairly content.

| mean, it just |ooks that way. |If you read from
Chapter 1 to Chapter 24, you think this is a good peopl e,
they are obedient, they're fairly content.

But Joshua knows how i nconsi stent the people can be
in their faith.

And he knows that sonmetinmes they are just stubborn,
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they just won't nove in trusting in the Lord God.

Let's read a little bit nore of the text. That's
really what Joshua is concerned about. We will start at
Chapter 24, Verse 1.

"Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to
Shechem "

Let's stop there and understand that that's really
an i nportant piece of this story.

Flip back to Genesis 35, Verses 1 through 4, and we
| earn of the inportance of Shechem

"God said to Jacob, arise, go up to Bethel and
settle there. Make an altar there to the God who appeared to
you when you fled from your brother Esau.

"So Jacob said to his household and to all who were
with him put away the foreign gods that are anong you and
purify yourselves, and change your clothes. Then cone, |et
us go to Bethel, that | make an altar there to the God who
answered ne in the day of ny distress and has been with ne
wherever | have gone."

So we see that Shechem was a pl ace where Jacob said
to God's people, put away those things that keep your
attention so nmuch, put away those things call ed.

He called them foreign gods. What he neans here,
and what Joshua neans in saying put away the foreign Gods in

this text as well today, it's the same thing as what Jacob is
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sayi ng.

Put away those things that keep you from serving God
si ngl e-m ndedl y.

And so they are at Shechem It's inportant. It
apparently seens to be a recurring theme with God and God's
peopl e, they obey for a while and then they start worshi pping
foreign things, |ike garage door openers, and trinkets, and
j ewel s, and shades of |ipstick.

Put away those things that keep you, that are so, as
Pastor Mark said in our confession, that becone baggage after
a time. Things you just drag around.

| love that picture of sone of nmy baggage being
thrown into the sea of his forgiveness.

' ve got boxes at honme that | have not gone through
in years.

Put away those things that are hol ding you back from
wor shi ppi ng God si ngl e-m ndedl y.

And so he gathers the people at Shechem because
that's inportant. That's where Jacob had said the sane
t hi ng.

And | ook who he summons. The elders, the heads, the
judges, and the officers of Israel.

It doesn't just say and he summoned the people. It
says the judges, the officers, the heads of Israel

I n other words, the elite of the | eadership. People
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who have said | want to foll ow God.

The nost faithful. That's who he sumoned. He
sumoned the elite of the | eadership.

| find that amazing. You would think he woul d
summon the rest of the people.

You woul d think that the | eaders woul d have al ready
gotten it, that we need to serve God single-m ndedly, but
that's who he sunmoned.

In Verse 2 Joshua said to the people, thus says the
Lord God of Israel, he's old, and he's weary, and he's done a
pretty good job of |eading the people into the prom sed | and.

And he's about ready to die, and we know t hat
because right across the page, Chapter 23, Verse 14, "And now
| am about to go the way of all the earth.”

So that is how we know that he's getting ready to
die, but even in his old age he knows that this isn't his
i dea.

Even in his old age he holds to the fact that God
has chosen himas a | eader, and then he speaks on God's
behal f, thus says the Lord.

In other words, it's not ny idea; it's God's. So
t hus says the Lord.

And then in Verses 2 through 13 he gives that
hi storical synopsis, and just peruse that with ne.

He started by telling about Abraham, and then he
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went down to talk in Verse 5 about Mdses and Aaron and the
pl agues in Egypt and that God brought them out.

And then there is the Red Sea story in Verse 6

And then in Verse 8 there is that battle with the
Anmorites who |lived on the other side of the Jordan, they
fought with you but | handed them over to you. |In other
wor ds, you were victorious with ny help.

And then in 9 he recalls that great story about
Bal aam and Ki ng Bal ak, the one about the donkey, such a great
story there.

And then Jericho is right there when he went over
t he Jordan.

You see what he's doing here, disciples, he's
recalling everything that God has done for them recounting
the m ghty works of God anobngst them

And | absolutely I ove Verse 13, "I gave you a | and
on whi ch you had not |abored, and towns that you had not
built, and you live in them You eat the fruit of vineyards
and ol iveyards that you did not plant."”

Such a good rem nder of how great God is; that
everything we have conmes from him

And | chal |l enge you, have you done a historical
synopsis of your life with God?

| challenge you. Sit down and wite down your own

hi storical synopsis of how God has been present in your life.
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And | would probably start with my baptism when |
was a baby out in Seattle, Washington, and ny parents took ne
to Trinity Lutheran church to have nme baptized |ike a couple
weeks after ny birth.

So | would probably start with that. You were
there. You heard ny borning cry.

| m ght going through when | was protected when
wal ki ng to school .

But | chall enge you, how about witing your own
hi storical synopsis of what God has done for you in your
life.

It's such a good exercise, because it rem nds us of
how great God is, and that's what he's doi ng here.

Of course, that's what we do every time we gather
and worship, too, isn't it?

We renmenber how great God is. It's a good thing to
do. We need to practice doing that.

But it's amazing to ne, because it's alnost as if
t hey had not renmenbered how good God was.

So in Verse 14 I'ma bit puzzled, because Joshua
says to the people, to the | eadership, "Now therefore revere
the Lord and serve himin sincerity and faithful ness, put
away the gods your ancestors served beyond the river and in
Egypt and serve the Lord."

It's alnobst |ike they had done that yet. Then he
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says his fanmous |ines.

"Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose
this day whomyou will serve, whether the gods your ancestors
served in the region beyond the river or the gods of the
Anorites in whose |land you are living, but as for me and ny
household, we will serve the Lord."

He's old. He's weary. He has had a lot to do and
he's done a good job and even to the very end he is a | eader
and he clains, as for nme and ny househol d, he's about ready
to die and he's still saying we're going to serve the Lord
si ngl e-m ndedl y.

It's an awesone exanple for those who are | eaders.
As for me and ny household, we will serve the Lord.

Verse 16, "Then the people answered, far be it from
us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods, for
it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up
fromthe | and of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who
did those great signs in our sight.

"He protected us all along the way that we went, and
anong all the peoples through whom we passed, and the Lord

drove out before us all the peoples, the Anorites who |lived

in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he
is our God."

It sounds good, doesn't it? | mean, what is wong
with that?
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It sounds |like the Israelites are renenbering the
times that God hel ped them It sounds believable. It sounds
good to ne.

But Joshua is not inpressed. He hears sonething in
this. He knows the people so well.

He hears sonething in there that is not quite right
with him

And he hears that they are thinking to thensel ves,
well, of course we'll serve God. W have got so many
bl essi ngs.

We'll show up. We can make church maybe two tines a
month this year.

In fact, famly, let's do better comng to church in
the fall than we did in the sumer.

Famly, let's at least try to get to church al
t oget her maybe twi ce a nonth.

Because we have so many bl essings, let's go and
t hank God for them

But that's not what this is about and Joshua sees

He sees that they are thinking that this
relationship with God is a tit-for-tat relationship, |ike he
is a sugar daddy in the sky that has given them so many
bl essi ngs and of course they are ought to thank him

So, yeah, we will go to church once in a while and
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do that.

But what he's pointing out, he sees right through

it, and he says no, it's not about thanking God, it's not

about being full bellied, it's not about being grateful; it'’
about a lifestyle.

What he sees is amazing to ne. | had not seen it
when | read this story. | had not seen it, that he sees

right through their words and says you're just paying lip

servi ce.

j ust sayi

onto the

separ at e.

You're just saying that. It sounds good. You're
ng that you're going to serve God.
But what you nean is you are just going to add it

rest of the stuff you do and you m ght keep it

What Joshua wants is you serve God single-m ndedly.

If you say yes to God, what Joshua knows, if you say yes to

God, you say no to other gods, accunul ati on of garage door
openers, |ipstick shades, black shoes, and the |ist goes on
and on. You know what |'m sayi ng.

| want your life. | want your whole life. That's
what Joshua is saying to the people. | want everything.

| want your marriage. | want your work. | want
your heart. | want your clothes closet.

| want everything. You say no to everything el se
but God.

S
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We can see that he's not happy because in Verse 19,
| couldn't believe it, | had never seen this part before,
"But Joshua said to the people, you cannot serve the Lord,
for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God."

Here it is. He wants everything. All of us. So
don't say, Joshua says to his people, don't say that you want

to do that, because this guy you' re dealing with is a m ghty

God.

To serve him neans that you say no to other Gods,
and they hear him because that's a hard word, "If you
forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn

and do you harm"

Quch. That's a hard word to hear, but they hear it,
because they shout at himin Verse 21, "No. W wll serve
the Lord."

And Joshua still doesn't buy it. He still says no,
you're not getting it, are you?

Verse 22, "You are w tnesses agai nst yoursel ves that
you have chosen the Lord, to serve him"

I n other words, okay, you are hearing one another,
you hol d each other accountabl e.

You're hearing it. WIIl you hold each other
accountable to it, is what he's saying. You' re w tnesses.

They finally get it and they say in 22, we are

w t nesses, we will do that.
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And t hen he says, okay, put them away then, put away
all those things, those depressive thoughts, put aside
over-drinking, and the over-eating, and the over-shopping,
put those things aside.

Because when you say yes to the jealous and holy
God, it nmeans that you say no to those things.

Choose this day whom you will serve. Your heart is
what God wants.

He's a jealous God. He does not like |lip service.
I f you make a vow, pay it.

Do what you say you want to do to follow after him
Jesus was pressing his disciples, his woul d-be disciples on
this all the tine.

He woul d say follow nme, and Peter and Andrew, they
left their nets right away, but |I'm pretty sure they | ook a
| ook at Zebedee sitting there in the boat.

We don't know how long it took themto | eave their
nets, their old way of |life and go.

We don't know, it doesn't say, but they do go,
finally.

Boy, were they in for the ride of their life,
because it is intriguing, hey, you guys are good at fishing
for fish, come with ne and you'll fish for people.

What coul d he possibly nean, fish for people?

That's going to be a big net, kind of fun, adventure, kind of
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fun, don't really know where they are going, or how they are
going to end up, but they follow him

To another guy he said follow nme. He says yes, but
my nmomis dying, so can you wait until she's done dying and |
finish all this business?

Jesus says no, let the dead bury the dead, cone with
me. It's an immedi ate response.

The rich young ruler conmes up to Jesus and asks what
must | do to inherit eternal l|ife?

Go sell all you have and then cone and foll ow ne,
and this rich person wal ked away sad, because he had
accunul ated a | ot of garage door openers. He went away sad.

But Jesus pressed woul d-be disciples all the tine.
He didn't say here are a bunch of ways, choose one of them

He said | amthe way, | amthe truth, and | amthe
life.

|"'mthe pattern for your life. Do what | do and do
with other people what | did with nmy disciples.

Eat together. Do |life together. Love each other
and eat at the table together.

Worship me and serve, do mission together. |It's
t hree di nensi onal .

Worship ne, eat with other people and | ove them and
serve in the world.

It's three dinensional; it's not fifteen
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di mensi onal .

And if Jesus did it, then we can do it. Pattern
your |life after ne.

|"'mthe way, I'mthe truth, | amthe life, and when
you say yes to Jesus, what it neans, it's the sane as in
Joshua's tinme, that you say no to other things.

Di sci ples, you can do this. You can sort this out.
| know you're entering a new season now where you have to
make a | ot of choices, and there are soccer ganes, and
vol | eybal | and basketball and singing and dance and Rotary
Cl ub and Kiwanis and speeches to be nmade here and traveling
to do there.

And | know, this is the hardest place, we may |ive
in the great State of Nebraska, it's true, it's wonderful.

Like this picture of the sun burning the m st off
the cornfield, the Son, SO N, can burn away sonme of these
i ndeci sions, sone of this fog around your |ife that keeps you
from serving God single-mndedly.

We do live in a wonderful place, but I'm wondering
if maybe one of the gods we need to put away is the fact that
we do junp in our cars and go anywhere whenever we want to.

Maybe that's one of the gods he wants us to put
away, and this is the hardest place, | believe, in a suburb
like this, to follow Jesus, because we think we really don't

need him W have so nuch.
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Today God says to you and to nme, put away ot her
Gods.
Choose this day whomyou will serve, because saying

yes to God nmeans saying no to so nany other things.




