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MR. SCHAPHORST: | was driving in this norning, |
came in about 7:00 o'clock, and it was really interesting, it
was kind of light over at ny house, it was overcast, but as |
drove toward Bethany it was dark.

| thought for sure it was just pouring rain. | felt
like | was driving into the night.

The headlights were lighting up the signs, it was
t hat darKk.

It was really kind of strange and | felt like | was
driving in the darkness.

But it rem nded ne of the Gospel of John, when it
tal ks about how Jesus, when he canme into the world, he was
born into the darkness of this world and he was the light to
shine light in this place.

And | hope that that is exactly what happens today,
is that light will be shined in your heart and you wll carry
t hat wherever you go, even if it is a dark place.

W are in the Book of Janes. It's a great book, as
| said before, and it really is a convicting book.

| alnmost feel like | should apol ogi ze for how harsh
sonetimes he can nmake the truth seem

But we shouldn't apol ogize for God's word, it's
truth, we ought to accept it, learn fromit, and grow from
it.

If there is conviction, | always |ook at that as the
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Lord's gift to nove us closer to him

Wthout it we would probably fall back into alife
that was maybe further from Christ.

Conviction is a good thing, and so it m ght be ny
prayer that | would convict you a little bit today with
today' s nessage.

W are going to talk about faith. W are going to
tal k about works.

In the Book of Matthew it goes, "Therefore, anyone
who hears ny words and puts theminto practice is |like the
one who goes and builds a house on a rock. The rains cone,
the streans rise, the wi nds beat against the house, but it
did not fall, because it had a foundation of rock."

Faith and deeds. Wiich is nore inportant? It is a
doctrinal debate in Christian circles.

Are works nore inportant or is faith nore inportant?
Are we saved by faith? Are we saved by works?

Let's dig dowmn a little bit. Let's take one at a

Let's start with works. Let's say we can be saved
by works alone without the faith. Saved by works w thout the
faith.

| go to the Book of Romans and in the 4th Chapter
here is what Paul wites to the Romans.

"Now, when a man works his wages are not credited to
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himas a gift, but as an obligation."”

That makes sense, doesn't it? That's the world we
live in.

W work, we do things, and we earn, maybe it's
nmoney, it mght be other things, based on the value that we
provi de, right?

It makes sense. Because of our work, we are
rewar ded.

Now, I'mtaking this verse a little out of context,
this is Chapter 4, | would encourage you to read all of the
chapter, but Paul recognized that even back then that you
wor k, and you receive, so nmaybe we can earn our way into
heaven, right?

Certainly laziness isn't going to get us there. In
fact, God's word tal ks about that.

If I was to go to the Book of Proverbs, | go to
Chapter 6, Verse 6, listen to what it says about not worKking.

"Go to the ants, you sluggard. Consider its ways
and be wise. It has no commander, no overseer or ruler, yet
it stores its provisions in the sumer and gathers its food
at the harvest. How long will you lie there, you sluggard?
When wll you get up fromyour sleep? A little sleep, a
little slunber, a little folding of the hands to rest, and
poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity |ike an

armed man."




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

We better being doing sonething. W surely don't
want that to happen to us. Maybe works are it.

We are being commanded not to be lazy, we have to
get out, we know that we earn things when we work, but does
it earn us entrance into heaven? Does it give us salvation?

If we were to rest on this, and say works is it,
there are sonme questions you really have to ask.

The first one m ght be how nmuch work is enough?
When do we cross the |ine?

And when we screw up, do we | ose sone of those chips
that we've earned?

Do we have to pay back maybe when we do things that
are contrary to good works, right? How nuch is enough?

The Pharisees, we know how Jesus tal ked about the
Phari sees in the CGospels.

He wasn't very kind to them |In fact, he often
entered into vigorous argunment with them on things so nuch
that they wanted to stone himright there. Very nuch he
angered them

Why is that?

Phari sees, if you | ook at what the Pharisee was,
maybe even is today, they are people who understand the | aw.

They understand the law. They understand what it
means to do good works, and they live by that. They live by

doi ng good works.
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We know they don't have faith. Do they believe in
Jesus? Certainly not.

And Jesus says if you don't believe in me, then you
cannot believe in the one who sent ne.

So they had the works, but they were absent of
faith, and Jesus nmany tines called them children of satan.

Anot her question that has to be asked is that if we
are doing works without faith, who gets the glory? Wuo gets
the glory?

The Pharisees loved to do their prayers on street
corners.

They loved to do their good deeds in the sight of
ot hers, because they wanted to take the glory, right?

Who gets the glory? |If you are apart from Chri st,
certainly God is not going to get the glory for your deeds.

In fact, one of my Christian brothers chall enged ne,
and he said, | honestly believe that, and this is doctrine,
this is doctrine, understand doctrine is not a bad thing, it
allows us to fellowship, it challenges us, it allows us to
shar pen each ot her

He said to ne, "I don't think it's possible apart
fromChrist to do anything good. | don't think it's possible
apart from Christ to do good deeds. W are born into sin and
all we know how to do is evil. That's all we can do."

And of course when | heard that | said no way.
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Certainly people who don't know God can do good things.

W see it happening, right? W see people being
hel ped across the street, or soneone drops their papers or
books, sonmeone is hel ping them pick them up.

Peopl e do good things. The world sees it that way
anyway .

What about God? How do you suppose he sees the
deeds of the unfaithful?

Because if you | ook at the heart, why do we do good
deeds if we are apart from God, if we are apart from Christ?

It m ght be because it nmakes you feel better, makes
you feel like you made a difference maybe.

It makes nme, nme, ne feel glorified, and in the eyes
of God maybe those deeds are detestable.

| don't know. The jury is still out on that one for

But in the Third Letter that John wote, he wites a
little bit about this, and I want to share with you and maybe
"Il challenge you to turn this over in your own hearts to
see if good can truly be done apart from Christ.

He says, "Dear friend, do not imtate what is evil,
but what is good. Anyone who does what is good is from God.
Anyone who does what is evil has not seen God."

You know, the seed was planted and | churn over it

and | neditate on it, | |ooked for scripture, | found this,
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and maybe there is sone truth in that, as hard as it is to

really grasp, but in God's eyes it's the heart that matters

t he nost.

Can works do it alone? | don't think so.

I n Ephesi ans, Chapter 2, when it tal ks about saving
salvation, it says it's not by works. [It's pretty clear.

It's not by works.
And what was the reason? Because then nman woul d
have a reason to boast, just |ike the Pharisees.

So | don't know if | can say works al one would do

So, let's take a look at faith alone. Let's take a
| ook at faith alone and see if that can save.

Scripture talks a lot about this. There's all kinds
of verses that you can find about how inportant faith is and
that you have to believe.

How about, "For God so |loved the world that he gave
his only Son, so that whoever should believe in H m woul d not
perish, but have everlasting life."

That sounds |ike salvation. Believe your way into
heaven, right?

That's truth. That is truth. | believe in that
verse.

You could just keep picking them "I amthe way,

the truth, and the life. No one gets to the Father except
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t hrough Me."

Through Me, that's Jesus talking, and there is no
access to the Father unless you believe in Jesus.

Well, it sounds like faith maybe can do it. Faith
al one can get you there.

You can believe your way into heaven but, again, we
need to enbrace all of scripture.

| tell you, a lot of people wll take a verse, pul
it out of scripture, kind I like I did with Romans 4-4, pul
it out of scripture and use it for their own purposes,
wi t hout considering everything else that was witten.

We have to enbrace scripture for all it is worth.
That's why we spend a lifetinme studying God's word, because
we need to understand everything.

You know what el se Jesus said? He also said that,
"Anyone who hears ny words, but does not put theminto
practice, is like the foolish man who builds his house on
sand. The rains cane, the streans rose, the w nds beat
agai nst that house and it fell with a great crash."”

We hear the words. W hear it. W mght even say
we believe it, but are you putting theminto practice is what
Jesus is saying.

There is no contradiction in what Janes was witing
when he said that faith w thout works is dead.

That is not a contradiction to what is said in
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Ephesians 2-8, "For it is by grace that we are saved, through
faith, and that is the gift of God."

It is not a contradiction, because faith and works
go together. They go together.

We are saved by faith and works. Janes, Chapter 2,
Verse 18 says:

"Show nme faith wthout works and I will show you
faith by what | do."

| think there is truth in that. | do think that
there is truth in that.

What is really neat about this, is that because
works is mxed in with faith, faith now becones sonething
that we can see.

W can see it. Right? Because we can see the
wor ks.

And that can take many different forns, many
di fferent shapes, but we can see it.

| think this is by design, because if we truly
reside in Christ, wouldn't we want other people to see our
faith by how we are living our |life according to Christ,
because that would draw in other people to the light. It's
al nost a way of evangelism

What shape can it take? It can take the form of
| ove, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, faithfulness,

sel f-control




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

11

Those are all adjectives, they are not verbs, but
what do they descri be?

They descri be our actions. They describe the things
that we do, how we |ive our life.

It's the fruit of the Spirit and it is visible. You
can see it

Wen we tal k about faith and works, | think it's
extrenmely inportant to recognize that faith conmes first.

Faith comes first, and faith, it's alnost like it
becones the fuel.

Try to start a fire without any fuel. Try to start
a fire wthout a match, without anything to burn, try to
start a fire.

It just wouldn't happen, right? And certainly it
woul dn't be pleasing to anybody, it wouldn't be useful.

But now add the fuel, add the gas, add the match.
Now we have a roaring fire.

|"'mtelling you, when | cane into the know edge of
Christ, that is exactly how it happened with ne.

My faith becanme a fire in ne and it drove ne into
action. | couldn't help but not sit still.

There was no way | was going to be the sluggard.
had to get out there and bring glory to the kingdom

So the faith is the fuel. Then the works cone.

Now, we do good works and | believe as we do good
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wor ks we store treasures in heaven, just |ike Jesus taught us
on the nmount.

Store treasures in heaven, not here on earth, and
our faith is our driver that does that.

But, again, we certainly don't want to be in a
position to where because we are doi ng good works, and we're
storing up a lot of treasures in heaven, that we can take
credit for it, right?

W have no part in salvation. W are sinners. It
all belongs to God. It all belongs to him

It is because of his grace that we have sal vation.
W have no part.

And so as we do these good works it's inportant to
understand and be m ndful of what Jesus teaches us about
doi ng the good works, because you can store treasures up in
heaven.

And it's in the 6th Chapter of Matthew when Jesus is
teachi ng about your works. Here is what he wites.

"Be careful not to do your acts of righteousness
before nmen."

W need to do acts of righteousness. Qur faith
drives that. There is plenty of evidence for that and we'll
tal k about that.

"Be careful not to do your acts of righteousness

before nen, to be seen by them If you do, you will have no
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reward from your father."

You basically have redeened your righteousness act
here on earth and | have a feeling it is going to be worth a
ot nore in heaven than it is here on earth.

W are to do themin secret. W are to go about
living alife with Jesus, w thout blowi ng the trunpets,
wi t hout stranding on the street corners |ike the Pharisees
did, because they were trying to earn their way to heaven
t hrough their works and they wanted people to see it.

Their reward was in full and it was here on earth.
Peopl e m ght say look, he's a righteous guy. He really is a
good believer.

You m ght get a |lot of praise, but renmenber who is
supposed to get the glory.

The glory is God's, and you know the neat thing
about it?

| f you hunbly serve, and you hunbly convert your
faith into righteous action, people see it. You don't need
to seek their glory. People see it.

That's the fruit of the Spirit and then they are
drawn into it and then naybe they also will partake in the
feast as well.

| wondered if | could find sone scripture that m ght
describe what a life |ooks |ike when you have both faith and

wor ks wor ki ng toget her.
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What does it look like? | canme across Psalm 15,
Here is what David wites.

"He, whose walk is blaneless, and who does what is
ri ght eous, who speaks the truth fromhis heart and has no
sl ander on his tongue, who does his neighbor no wong, and
casts no slur on his fellow man, who despises a vile man, but
honors those who fear the Lord, who keeps his oath, even when
it hurts, who |l ends his noney w thout usury, and does not
accept a bribe against the innocent. He who does these
things will never be shaken."

He who does these things is the one who has built
his house on the rock and it can't be shaken because the
foundation is the cornerstone, the capstone, Jesus Christ.

Faith and works. They work together.

Now, of course, Janes, who is really trying to cut
to the heart, goes on and says you foolish man, because he
knew that they probably didn't get this.

So he goes on and says, "You foolish man, do you
want evidence that faith w thout deeds is usel ess?"

So he gives us two great exanples. The exanple of
Abr ahamr and the exanpl e of Rahab.

| wanted to give you nore, and if you go to the Hal
of Faith, which is Hebrews Chapter 11, that is what | call
the Hall of Faith, there are all kinds of exanples of how we

see faith, which is the fuel, drives people into action.
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Can | share sone of this with you? Hebrews,
Chapter 11.

There is such a great cloud of wi tnesses right here
in this chapter.

W start with Abraham. It was by faith Abraham took
his only son Isaac up to the mountain to sacrifice him

Even though God prom sed Abraham that he was goi ng
to nmake a great nation through his son Isaac, sacrifice hinf

You see, his faith was so strong in God, and he
bel i eved that God knew what he was doing, and he had conplete
trust in God that his faith allowed himto believe that God
woul d rai se |Isaac from the dead.

And in a sort of sense that's exactly what happened,
because | saac was on that altar, Abraham was ready to do it
and God spared him

In the sane way that he spared our Lord and Savior,
and rose himfromthe dead.

Conplete trust and faith and it is that faith that
noved Abraham into action, and it was that faith that was
credited to him as righteousness.

That is the stuff that gets us into a |oving
relationship with Jesus, that gets us our salvation.

Then there was |saac, who by faith bl essed Jacob,
and by faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of

Joseph's sons.
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There was Joseph, who by faith, allowed himto be
taken as a slave, to be thrown in prison, to be tenpted, and
to rise up to be an incredible influencer in the nation of
Egypt and to save the nation of Israel from drought and
famne. It was by faith that such action took place.

It was by faith that the parents of Mses put himin
a basket .

How many of you woul d put your baby in basket and
send them off down the river hoping that they m ght be saved.

Incredible Faith. Incredible Faith, but that's
exactly what happened.

What about Moses hinself? He was a king, but by
faith he exchanged that for a life of a fugitive.

By faith he returned to Egypt. By faith he rescued
the nation of Israel fromthe bondage they were in in Egypt.

By faith they crossed the Red Sea. Those people had
to be terrified, but it was by faith that he made them do
these incredibly inpossible things, and it was all credited
to righteousness, because God was getting the glory the whole
way .

It doesn't stop there. By faith Joshua crossed the
Jordan, marched around Jericho and the walls fell

It was by faith that the prostitute Rahab, because
she wel coned the spies, was not killed with those who were

di sobedi ent .
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And shall we go on? There are nore. It was by
faith that we have G deon, Barak, Sanpson, Jephthah, David,
Sanuel , and all the prophets, and through faith conquered
ki ngdons, adm nistered justice, gained what was prom sed, who
shut the nouths of lions, quenched the fury of the flanes,
and escaped the edge of the sword, whose weakness was turned
to strength, God | oves doing that, and who becane powerful in
battl e and routed foreign arm es.

This is faith that drove themto action. Faith
cones first, faith was the fuel, and they just didn't sit
there and cross their hands and rested and took anot her
little nap.

No. No. They served. They served our Lord and
Savior. They brought H mglory, because He is worthy.

So there's plenty of evidence that faith and works
need to work together. Plenty of evidence

And so finally |I ask you to take the test. Are you
one who |ives by works?

Are you one who lives by faith and faith al one?

Are you one that shows the fruit of the Spirit in
everything that you do?

Because that's what is great about faith and works,
is that faith becones visible to the naked eye, you can see
it, and I think that's a great thing. | think that's by

desi gn.
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think God wanted his children to see H's glory

here on earth, manifested in a sinner.

Let's pray.

Lord Jesus, You are so worthy. You are so worthy of

our honor

and our glory.

Lord, we ask that You would teach us and hel p us,

because the walk is not easy.

We pray that You would show us the way; that we

woul d offer our desires to You and that You would |ight our

pat hs and

make them straight.

Lord Jesus, we pray that we would glorify You in

everything we do.

That we woul d seek Your kingdomin the things we do

and things we say.

We pray, Lord, that You would be glorified by our

word, our

t houghts, our deeds, by our works.

Lord, give us the courage and the strength to have

faith like the great cloud of w tnesses.

Lord, give us the courage and strength to nove

nmount ai ns.

Lord, give us the courage and strength to be true

di sci pl es.

In Jesus' nane we pray. Anmen.




