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PASTOR FRY: The Book of James is an excell ent book.
It tells us not how to becone a Christian, but how to act
like a Christian.

| want you to look with me right now at Chapter 2,

Verse 18.

"But sonmeone will say you have faith and | have
wor ks. Show ne your faith apart fromyour works and I, by ny
works, will show you ny faith."

That is at the heart of his nessage, but we are
going to begin with the very first verse, and tal king about
mar ks of a Godly disciple.

And | thought we m ght have sonme fun with it today
because we have so many of our canine friends anpbngst us,
that we'll have a little bit of fun with it, talking about
mar ks of a Godl y/dogly disciple.

Janes is very clear on that and it's amazi ng how
many dog truths show up in Janes, that can teach us as humans
how to act |ike Christians.

So we'll start right at the beginning there with
Chapter 1.

But | wanted to tell you before we get started that
part of the inspiration for this nessage cane through an
experience | had this sumrer.

| was over at a friend' s house, and actually | was

over at Lexie's house, this is Lexie, the dog, and that's her
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owner, Natali e.

And we were over there and | was neeting with her
parents and sone ot her young people between the ages of 20
and 35 tal king about doing life together deeply. The vision
that is ours here at Bethany.

It's sinple, but it's not easy, to do life together,
and we were tal king about how that could be done and how we
could nove forward with that and Lexie, during the
conversation, she would cone over to ne and she would try to
lick ny hands and lick ny arns, and | don't like stuff |ike
t hat .

So | tried to be polite. So | said, "No, no, Lexie,
no. | like dogs, but | just don't like that."

| tried to say sonething polite |like that, and she
woul d go away and then she would cone back and she would try
to do the sane thing.

| was wearing a skirt that night. She would lick ny
| egs.

"No, Lexie, don't do that."

She would go away and at the end of the evening we
were all praying about what we had tal ked about.

And |'ve got ny hands clasped to ny friend here and
nmy friend here, ny eyes closed of course.

All of a sudden | feel this warm tongue all over ny

face.
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(Laughter)

| could not believe it. | go, "No, Lexie," and the
owner was going, "No, Lexie. Conme here."

You know that dog did that three tinmes during that
prayer.

But she taught ne a dog truth that night. She
taught nme the mark of a Godly/dogly disciple

And that is no matter how nany tines you are
scol ded, dogs run back and make friends

And that's just one dog truth that we are going to
tal k about today.

That kind of served as an inspiration for this
message today.

And hopefully through the dog truths that we | ook at
as we look at the first chapter of the Book of Janes we w ||
di scover, nmaybe even grasp a little nore tightly, what it
means to be a follower of Jesus Christ; what it nmeans to be a
CGodl y disciple.

So we are going to just go right down the book here.
The very first mark of a Godly/dogly disciple is that dogs
greet their |oved ones with a wagging tail.

There is no creature on this planet that does
uncondi tional |ove better than a dog.

Dog owners, it's true, isn't it?

They may bark at you, but they don't talk back to
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you, and they always greet you with a wagging tail and
uncondi ti onal |ove.

Janes, being a disciple, he does the greetings, the
t hing about Janes is that he's right, short, and to the point
and you see in Chapter 1, Verse 1, it just says greetings.

But at least he said hello. A lot of tinmes we don't
even do that.

Qur dogs teach us to greet our |oved ones with a
waggi ng tail.

But a lot of tinmes we don't | ook one another in the
eye and say how are you?

W don't seem happy to see our |oved ones, and dogs
can teach us how to be happy to see our |oved ones.

Because it's inportant to feel loved, and | don't
t hi nk we do enough of that.

| don't think we do enough of |ooking one another in
the eye and saying how are you? O | |ove you.

Yesterday | did a baptismat 11:00 o'clock in the
chapel for a special situation where the famlies were from
California and from here.

So we put that together and at the end of that tine
| invited the famly and the friends that were gathered to do
a human card, if they woul d.

| nstead of going to Hall mark and buying a card and

sending it, | invited themto do a human card right there and
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then, and just to offer words of bl essing.

It was one of the nost beautiful things |I've ever
seen.

And the sponsors just spoke to the nother of the
child and said, "W |love you. W |ove being friends with
you. "

And one of the sponsors took the head of the baby
and spoke to the baby, "Canpbell, we'll be your friend and
we'll be friends with your famly, and we'll be there for
you. "

It was the nost beautiful blessing |I've ever seen.
W don't do enough bl essing.

We send the Hallmark card, not that there is
anything wong with that, but we don't do enough words of
bl essing in the passages of our life and with our |oved ones,
telling them how we feel. Qur dog friends teach us how to do
t hat .

The second Godly/dogly truth we can learn fromtoday
is when you are happy dance around and wag your tale, and
dogs do that really well.

Verses 2 through 4, "M brothers and sisters,
whenever you face trials of any kind, consider it nothing but
j oy because you know that the testing of your faith produces
endur ance. "

W' re not supposed to be happy because we have
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trials; we are supposed to be happy and wag our tails, so to
speak, because we know what the result is going to be.

And Janes is clear about the result of that,

Verse 4.

"Let endurance have its full effect so that you may
be mature.”

Genuine faith is mature faith and it realizes that
when trials conme, when hardshi ps conme, when unfavorabl e test
results come, when a loved one dies, it's for the maturing of
our faith.

We can learn to be steadfast. Endure. W can learn
to be patient. Endure. W can learn to have patience in
that trial.

So the second dog truth is that when you are happy
you dance around and wag your tail.

Not that everything is great all the time, but you
gi ve thanks.

Gratitude and thankfulness in the m dst of
adversity.

That's what Deirdre taught us. | think there is a
pi cture of Deirdre and | ook at those three beautiful children
of the kingdom

She said it was so hunbling that she would go down
there and help out and she really hunbly received nore than

she was offering, because the kids in the mdst of that ness
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were j oyous.

You can see the expression of joy. There is a
pi cture of joy in the face of adversity.

Janmes is saying don't give thanks because you are
having trials; give thanks because the trial is going to
devel op your character and nmake you have genuine faith.
That's what he's saying.

A third one is that dogs teach us to be |oyal. Dogs
are alnost loyal to a fault, aren't they?

But when it cones to humans, we can wane. Loyalty
in our day, in the 21st Century, is really I|acking.

We lack loyalty to spouses, to friendships, to
comm tnents, to projects at work, to bosses.

The lack of loyalty in our tinme is ranpant and in
Verse 5 he says:

"If any of you is lacking in wisdom ask God who
gives to all generously and ungrudgingly and it will be given
you, but ask in faith, never doubting, for the one who doubts
is |like a wave of the sea." Verse 6 there.

When we don't get what we want, when we ask God and
we don't get it when we want it, our loyalty begins to wane.

We begin to doubt that God has heard our prayers,
that he even cares for us, that his prom ses and his word are
even good. Can we count on thenf?

We begin to doubt when we ask God for sonething and
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we don't get what we want when we want it from God.

Janes is being rea
doubl e- m nded.
You are a disciple.

supposed to be not doubl e-m

ly clear here. He says don't be

You're a foll ower. You' re

nded.

Not saying | just prayed about that, but | wonder if

God heard ne.

No, he's saying don't be a doubter, Verse 8, "For

t he doubter, being double-m

nded and unstable in every way,

must not expect to receive anything fromthe Lord."

God wants us to be

expectant, and to not doubt that

he has our every need in mnd, and he will provide for us.

So that is a mark of Godly disciple, is to be |oyal

to our Lord and Master.

Loyal to Hmas He

is loyal to us. He wll never

| eave us, forget us, or forsake us.

And he asks us to t
So there is another mark of

The next one is in

rust in that, and that's loyalty.
a Godly/dogly disciple.

Verse 9 and follow ng. Lay at

his feet, after we are expectant and know that we are going

to receive gifts from his hand, then what we want to do is

lay at his feet.
Dogs are so good at
good at resting at the feet

And that's what our

this, aren't they? They are so
of their master.

Lord wants from those who say |
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believe in you.

That's a mark of a Godly disciple, is that you rest
at the Master's feet.

Sit in H's presence. Pick atinme of the day that is
the best tine of the day for you.

Maybe it is early norning. Maybe it is at night
before you go to sl eep.

Maybe it's right in the mddle of the day, you set
your watch to that.

And you just sit. You sit, Anmerican Christians, you
Sit.

You bask in H's presence. You sit at H s feet and
listen to H s voice.

So many tines people say to ne, "Wenda, | can't hear
what God is saying."

And nostly it's because they have not taken the tine
to abide, to rest in H's presence, just sit there and |isten.

And then what cones in, if you are praying, if you
are saying, "Lord, speak to ne," whatever cones in is what
He's saying to you.

And we often doubt that, but trust it, disciples,
trust to lay at H's feet.

Because Verse 9 says, "Let the believer who is oWy
boast in being raised up.”

Jesus says it this way in Matthew 23, Verse 11
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Jesus says to the crowd, and to his disciples, "The greatest

anong you will be your servant. All who exalt thenselves
w Il be hunbled, and all who hunble thenselves will be
exal ted."

It's not about boasting; it's about hunbling.
Deirdre spoke of that.

She was hunbl ed, and we need to | ook for those
places in life where God is wanting to | ower us, hunble us,
because in due tinme H's word says that we will be exalted.

So sit at His feet. That's a mark of Godly/dogly
di sci pl e.

Stay. | love this one. Stay and you'll get a
treat. That's Verse 12.

"Bl essed is anyone who endures tenptation. Such a
one who has stood the test will receive the crown of life
that the Lord has prom sed to those who love Hm"

Stay and you'll get a treat. Now, ny nei ghbors have
a dog naned Sadie, and | know you guys think that | don't
| ove Sadie. | do.

But Sadi e cones boundi ng over sonetinmes when she's
supposed to stay and they go, "Stay, Sadie, stay."

But she gets so excited, as nost dogs do, running
into the street and running across the yard and not obeying
what the master says.

| love Sadie, you know | do. Sadie is a great dog,
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but sonmetimes she just cannot endure the tenptation to run
across the street, even though she's supposed to stay.

But we do, too. W humans do, too. W have the
sane problem

It is so hard for us to stay, instead of giving in
to the tenptation, and that's what Janes is saying here.

You wi Il be blessed. You wll have peace in your
heart. There won't be conflict in your heart.

That is what blessed neans. You'll have peace in
your heart when you endure tenptation.

This is inportant for us, because we know what the
Ten Conmmandnents are.

They are stay, and you will receive the crown of
life. That's what the Ten Conmandnents are.

And when he says God doesn't tenpt people, he neans
t hat .

It's our own evil desires that tenpt us. It's not
God's fault, and he's trying to show us to be accountable and
to own up to the tenptation and just to say, yes, |I'm
tenpted, but I'mnot going to act on it.

See, that's where we get into problens. You can be
surfing the web and run across a pornographic site.

You don't need to return to it. That is enduring
the tenptation.

You can be standing in the checkout |ine and want
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one of those Reese's Big Cups, and just flip it into your
pocket. \Who is going to see?

It's one of the Ten Commandnments. You can think
t hat way, boy, that would taste good today, but I amon a
di et .

Stealing it, or buying it if you are own a diet, is
giving in to the tenptation, do you see?

| f you see sone nobney |aying around, you can think,
wow, | could use sonme extra, but leaving it for the person it
bel ongs to is enduring the tenptation.

Taking it is falling into sin. You see, there is a
difference, and you can apply this to anything in your life.

Thi nki ng about stealing sonebody else's wife or
husband is your evil desire acting.

But acting on that and going through with the call
and going through with the affair is sin. That's what Janes
is trying to say.

And that, after we act on the tenptation, then that
|l eads to sin, and what sin is is sinple separation from God.

Then we start getting that conflict in our heart.
W don't feel all that great about stuff.

So Janes wants to be clear here. Stay. Stay. Such
a one who has endured tenptation and you've stood the test,
you will receive the crown of life.

We are not going to nmake every test with straight
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A's. | knowthat. 1've failed sone tests.

But the prom se here is that we will receive the
crowmn of life if we endure.

And we don't have to give into the tenptation. W
are the victors because Christ is in us.

That what happened to Ethan this norning. The new
Adamr, the new Christ, was fused with the old in Ethan this
nmorni ng. That's what happens when we are baptized.

And so the old Adamr and the old Eve are al ways
tappi ng us on the shoulder, "Aren't you sure you want a Big
Cup?"

"You don't really think that little glass of grape
juice or wine and that wafer are going to forgive your big
fat sins, do you?"

"Don't you want to have that affair with that
person? It's okay. Nobody wll catch you."

That's the old Adam and the old Eve inside us, but
we who are disciples of Christ, we have got this new Adam and
Eve in us and we have a victor there.

We can turn to Christ in those tinmes and we can
endure the tenptation and not enter into sin and we wll
receive the crown of life. That's the prom se.

The next Godly/dogly truth is if someone is having a
bad day, sit close by and gently nuzzle. This is Verses 17

and 18.
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"Every generous act of giving with every perfect
gift is fromabove com ng down fromthe Father of life."

That's one of ny favorite verses. Dogs are
gener ous.

Qur dog friends are generous in their tinme, aren't

t hey?

They will just sit with you. |If they know you are
having a bad day, they'll sit down with you, sit at your feet
and nuzzle, lick your face, | guess, but that's how dogs are,

and we can learn from them

We don't do enough human cards. W don't do enough
wor ds of blessing with one another.

W need to tell one another an affirm ng word. \Wen
soneone is discouraged, or having a bad day, just sit close
by with them spend sone tine with them be generous with
your noney, be generous in your giving, be generous in your
giving of your tine.

Because those gifts conme from God and that person
that you give that gift to will feel as though God is giving
themthat gift.

And that's what is a mark of a Godly disciple.
Every generous act of giving is from above.

And, of course, Lexie, she taught ne that. She
taught nme the next dog truth which we are going to | ook at,

which is this.
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No matter how harshly you're treated, don't pout.
Run back and make friends.

Lexi e taught nme that, and that mark of a Godly
disciple is Verse 19.

"You must understand this, ny |oved ones, |let every
one be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger. For
your anger does not produce God's righteousness. Therefore
rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of
w ckedness and wel cone with neekness the inplanted word that
has the power to save your soul."

So this Godly/dogly truth is about not hol di ng
grudges, and not speaking angrily with one another.

How many tines did | tell Lexie no. | kept saying
no to her and then she got ne, didn't she?

She got me good in the prayer. She cane and she
just sl obbered ny face with her warm tongue.

Runni ng back to make friends, not pouting, no natter
how many times | said no to her

Dogs are good at that, but humans aren't very good
at that.

| was just talking to a pastor friend yesterday,
trying to line up pastoral care while Pastor Mark and | are
on vacation

And she was telling ne about a wonan that has not

been to church for three years.
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| said, "Really? What is going on?"

| don't know how we get into the conversation.
said, "Wat is going on?"

She said, "Well, apparently soneone said sonething
to her and she has not returned for three years."

She said, "I don't think it's me, and even if it is,
it doesn't matter."

But do you how nuch negative energy that takes? It
takes a lot of energy to stay away from the church for three
years because of sonething soneone said.

That takes a | ot of negative energy, and that's what
grudges do. They rob us of good energy.

That's not the mark of a Godly disciple, a disciple
that holds a grudge. Qur canine friends are better at this
than we are.

W tend to hold a grudge, but this is our life in
Christ. That cross.

That cross is the nunmber one synbol for our lives
together, and that is to forgive one another, and to let it
go, to keep short accounts, |ike dogs do, they keep short
accounts. They don't renenber it.

| keep this quote in ny wallet.

"When sonebody you have wronged forgives you, you
are spared the dull and self-dimnishing throb of a guilty

consci ence. "
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That throb thing. You know what that feels like in
your heart, when you have not forgiven sonebody, and it hol ds
there, and that's why | |ove that choice of words.

"When you forgive sonebody who has w onged you, you
are spared the dismal corrosion of bitterness and wounded
pride. For both parties, forgiveness neans the freedom again
to be at peace inside their own skins and to be glad in each
ot her's presence."”

| lTove that. | carry that in ny wallet.

W are so good at hol ding grudges, but Janes is
clear.

If you are going to be a Godly disciple, you are
going to be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger,
and you're going to let that word be inplanted, that word of
forgi veness be planted in your hearts.

We can do it, because of the way in which he hung on
the cross, exposed to all, for us and our salvation.

So we have His saving power. That's salvation. W
have Hi s saving power so that we can do this very thing.

Be quick to listen, slow to speak, and when Peter
asks, Matthew 18, Verse 21 and follow ng, Peter cones to
Jesus and says, "Lord, if another nenber of the church sins
agai nst ne, how often should | forgive? As many as seven
ti mes?"

And Jesus says, "Peter, seven isn't enough. Try
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seventy tinmes seven."

So we have the word from our Lord that that is what
we are to do. It's the mark of a CGodly disciple.

And then just two nore. One is run, ronp and pl ay
daily. That's a mark of a Godly disciple.

This is the central nessage of the Book of Janes.
Verse 22.

"Be doers of the word and not nerely hearers of it."

In the 21st Century those that are watching
churches, the futurists and church growth experts, they are
saying that this century, unlike any other century, is the
one century where the world is |ooking at the church and
saying all those Christians ever do is sit in the pew and say
what they believe.

| don't see what they believe, and that's why they
don't cone. One of the reasons.

Janes really gets after us on this. A mark of a
Godly disciple is that you are doers of the word.

That you get after it inlife. You run and ronp and
pl ay daily.

That's the nature of a dog, is that they are noving
all the tine.

That's what the nature of a disciple is supposed to
be, nmoving, playing daily in the presence of the Lord.

Interacting. Putting our faith into action.
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The English | anguage is a funny | anguage. | would
hate to have learned it.

There is no egg in eggplant, if you think about it.

There is no ham in hanburger.

There is no butter in buttermlk, right?

Qui cksand, for exanple, noves really slowy.

And boxing rings are square, right?

That's fine for words. You can have
i nconsi stenci es.

It's no big deal when you have butterm |k and there
is no butter in buttermlk, or hamin hanburger

But when it cones to what we say and what we do, it
has to match.

That's what Janes is saying. Christians have to act
i ke Christians.

Qur words have to match our actions. Be doers of
the word and not nerely hearers.

The |l ast one we're |ooking at today is avoid biting
when a sinple growl wll do, and that's right there in Verse
26.

"If any think they are religious and don't bridle
their tongue, but deceive their hearts, their religion is
wort hl ess. "

Avoid biting when a sinple grow wll do. Qur words

can injure others so quickly.
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But they can also give life, and they can show
ki ndness.

And so as we begin our study of the Book of Janes |
sinply want to say to you, how about if we vow, if not
bow-wow -- that's getting too nuch, isn't it -- how about if
we vow, if not bowwow, to not |et our dog be better
Christians than we are?

Can we give an anen to that? Al right. That's
good.

Let's sing. There will be prayer mnisters up here

after worship today.




