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MR. SCHAPHORST: That scripture reading | read
earlier, wow, it's a tough reading.

When Pastor Wenda gave ne ny assignnent, | read
that little bit of scripture and initially nmy heart kind of
sank, because it doesn't seemto be very encouragi ng.

It seenms to be alnost riveting and convicti ng,
which is not always a fun thing.

But today we're tal king about the cost of
di sci pl eship and the words are tough.

| ook at Jesus and He cane to earth and He was
spreadi ng the good news.

The ol d has passed away, the newis here, the old
covenant was done with, the new covenant was entering into
our world, and Jesus was the only spokesperson of it.

| Iiken that to maybe a recruiter for a school Iike
Nebr aska.

They bring in athletes, they bring in students, and

what do they want to do?

They want to advertise the school. They say we
will give you big crowds and great coaches.

You'll learn a lot. W'IIl get you in shape and
when you're done you will be able to wite your ticket

anywhere you want to go.
Well, Jesus was kind of that person for salvation,

and he went around telling the truths about the way of
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1 heaven and inviting people to cone to him right?

2 So, in light of the scripture we read today I

3 t hought | would journey through the Gospels and | ook at sone
4 of the recruiting statenents that Jesus nakes.

5 | start in the Gospel of Matthew, Chapter 5. "But
6 | tell you, |ove your enenmi es and pray for those who

7 persecute you."

8 Chapter 7. "Enter through the narrow gate, for

9 wide is the gate and broad is the road that |eads to

10 destruction and many enter through it. But small is the
11 gate and narrow the road that leads to life and only a few

12 find it."

13 Chapter 10. "Don't suppose that | have conme to

14 bring peace on earth. | did not cone to bring peace, but a
15 sword. "

16 Maybe the Gospel of Mark has sonething there.

17 Chapter 10.

18 "Go sell everything you have and give it to the
19 poor and then you wll have treasure in heaven. Then cone
20 follow me."

21 The Gospel of Luke al so has sone teachings.

22 Chapter 9.

23 "For whoever wants to save his |life will lose it,
24 but whoever loses his |life will save it. For he who is
25 | east anong you it is he that is the greatest. Woever is
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first will be last and last will be first."

The Gospel of John maybe has the toughest teachings
of all.

"1 tell you the truth, that no one can see the
ki ngdom of God unless he is born again.”

In Chapter 6. "I tell you the truth, unless you
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink Hi s blood you wll
have no life in you."

Now, come on, if you heard that, you would say,
just what the disciples said later in that chapter, this is
hard teaching. Who can accept it?

You know what is interesting about all of Jesus's
t eachi ngs?

That if you listen to how the world would say these
things they are exactly 180 degrees out of sync.

The first are first; the greatest are the greatest.
Al nost 180 degrees out of sync.

And Jesus is not a politician. Jesus canme to bring
us truth.

And sonetinmes truth can be a little tough.
Sonmetimes we can't handle the truth,

Sonmetimes if it conmes to us unfiltered, or w thout
beati ng around the bush, it can conme right at us and hit us
pretty hard.

| think our scripture reading for today is just
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i ke that.

| go to the Gospel of Luke and | start in Verse 25
and it says:

"Large crowds were traveling with Jesus and he
turned to themand said, "If anyone cones to nme and does not
hate his father and nother, his wife and children, his
brot hers and sisters, yes, even his own |ife, he cannot be
my disciple.”

Ch, man, | nean that grabs your attention. | am
married. | have a famly.

In fact this is a picture of them This is ny
w fe, Tracy; this is ny ol dest daughter, Carly, she's ten;
this is ny son Drake, he's eight; and this is Samuel, he is
four.

| lTove my famly. | |love themtrenendously. Does
that mean | can't be a disciple?

| sure hope not, and | think Jesus is teaching us
sonet hi ng here.

| think we can love our famly and yes be a
di sci pl e.

Maybe we need to dig a little bit in the word of
God and understand what it is he's teaching maybe a little
bit.

|"'mgoing to try to do that. [I'mgoing to try to

under stand what Jesus is teaching us.
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He certainly has our attention, right? He
certainly has our attention.

You know, it is true, it is very true, there are
people in this world today that worship their children.

There are people in this world today that worship
t heir spouse.

There are people today who are nore concerned about
what their neighbors think about them than what God m ght
t hi nk.

And maybe what Jesus is trying to tell us is that,
caution, there are things in this world that will distract
you fromwhat really, really is inportant, and that can even
i ncl ude your very own famly.

They can pull you away from your wal k with God and
he wants us to be alert to that fact.

He wants us to be aware that the world throws up
all these distractions in an effort to throw us off and it
can happen right in your own house.

When we walk with Christ it really is our spiritual
side that wal ks with Christ.

Until we | eave this place, because we don't bel ong
here, we don't belong here, this is not our honme, our hone
Is in heaven with Jesus, and until that time comes we still
have the flesh with us.

It is still here, and Paul wites sonmething about
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the flesh in the book of Romans.

He goes, "I know that nothing good lives in ne that
Is in the flesh.™

There is a ot of good that lives in the spirit,
but we have the flesh.

That is the part we have to be careful about. W
still have it. It will be with us until our |ast breath.

The Gospel of John confirnms this. Jesus speaks
this to his disciples.

The spirit gives life, but the flesh counts for
not hi ng.

Now, | was saying how could | take this first part
of the Gospel of Luke and actually encourage people with it?

And the Holy Spirit led me to a witing that Pau
wrote in the Book of Galatians and it's really profound.

We have this incredible mracle of the
resurrection, okay?

Jesus is crucified on the cross. Three days |later

he rises and ascends to heaven and all our hope rests in

t hat.

But it nmeans even nore than that and Paul wote
about this.

He understood it. He said that | was crucified
with Christ.

When Christ was hung on the cross | was right there
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with himand | was also crucified on the cross, but yet |
live. Not I, but Jesus alive in ne.

You see what happens? When we are born again, just
as the Gospel of John said, tough teaching, but when we are
born again the flesh, the world beside of us, dies.

It's crucified and then what is left is the
spiritual side. That is alive. That is Jesus.

Do you see what maybe Jesus is saying here? He's
sayi ng hate your wi fe and your children.

You know how | ook at that? | say it's not so
much ny wife and nmy children that | |ove, but Jesus that is
alive in them

| see Jesus alive in ny spouse. | see Jesus alive
in my children.

| come across this as | prepare for this nessage, |
don't know what the fruits of this revelation wll nmean, but
| have to think that ny relationship nowin ny home m ght
even be that much nore bl essed, because maybe that is what
Jesus is trying to teach with these tough words.

It leads us to nmy nunber one take-away. Renenber,
| always like to give you sonmething you can use, and if |
could go back to the Gospel of Luke and rewrite those first
four verses | probably could say this.

Large crowds were traveling with Jesus and he

turned around to them and said if anyone cones to nme and
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1 doesn't love nme first, he can't be ny disciple.

2 Now, we woul d probably read that and say, oh, yes,
3 t hat makes sense.

4 But the way he wites it grabs us, doesn't it? It
5 teaches us. These are the words we need to hear.

6 They can be encouragi ng. Understand that Jesus is
7 first in our life.

8 | love ny children and wife, but | can stand here
9 before you and with all the honesty | can nuster | can tel
10 you | love Jesus Christ nore.

11 That | think is what Jesus is trying to teach us
12 here.

13 There is nore. The scripture goes on. | start in

14 Ver se 28.

15 "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. WII
16 he first not sit down and estimate the cost and see if he
17 has enough noney to conplete it? For if he lays the

18 foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees
19 it will ridicule himsaying this fell ow began to build and
20 was not able to finish."

21 Now, why does this go with the first? Because

22 we're tal king about discipleship, remenber.

23 We are tal king about stepping out and being a

24 di sci pl e for God.

25 Al'l he's asking you is to nake sure that the wll
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1 of God is being done. Pray about it. Listen to God.

2 | magi ne an individual rushing out to build his

3 castl e.

4 He wants a castle and he goes out and builds his

5 castl e.

6 When he's done he looks at it, it's beautiful, the
7 view is great because it's sitting on Fort Lauderdal e Beach.
8 And then the wind blows, and the storns rage, and

9 the waters rise, and his world cones tunmbling down. It

10 woul d have better had he not even started.

11 Now let's take a | ook at the individual who is in
12 prayer and who neditates on the word of God and wants to go
13 out and build this castle and seeks the gui dance of the Holy
14 Spirit.

15 And he starts building his castle and all of a

16 sudden he finds hinself building it on a rock.

17 The wi nds cone, the stormrages, the waters ri se,
18 his castle continues to stand, and he continues to shine the
19 i ght of Jesus.
20 When we step out in discipleship it is a conmtnent
21 and it is not one that is well received if it's only hal fway
22 t here.
23 Let's continue on in the reading of Luke. It says,
24 "Or suppose a king is about to go to war agai nst anot her
25 king. WIIl he not first sit down and consi der whether he is
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able with ten thousand nen to oppose to one com ng agai nst
himw th twenty thousand? And if he is not able, will he
send a delegation while the other is still a ways off to
broker terns of peace?"

You know, this parable again is along the sanme
l'i nes.

It's counting the cost, it's running the nunbers,
it's making sure that our gifts are in the right place and
t hen we step out.

And what is great about this parable is that it's
l'ived out, this is real, and this kind of stuff happens.

| go to the AOd Testanent. The Book of Joshua.
"Then Joshua, son of Nun, secretly sent two spies to
Shittim Go | ook over the land, he said, especially
Jericho. So they went and entered the house of a sinner
named Rahab and stayed there.”

Joshua was given the command to cross the Jordan
and take over the | and which God had pronm sed.

And what did Joshua do before rushing into it? He
counted the cost.

He was patient. He was in prayer and he got sone
intelligence.

What did that intelligence bring back to hinf? The
spies returned and they said to Joshua, "The Lord has surely

given the whole land into our hands. All the people are
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nmelting in fear because of us.™

Now Joshua is feeling pretty good right now and
he's going to give it everything.

He's not going to go and give it only fifty
percent; he's not going to go and give it only 25 percent;
he's going to give it everything he has.

He knows that it's the will of God. He knows it's
the will of God and if you read in the Book of Joshua how
many ki ngs he conquered with the help of the Lord, it is
truly a mracle.

Anot her one of ny favorite O d Testanent people was
G deon.

He had an army of 32,000 nmen, and he was ready to
go up against the Mdianites and he was all excited, but the
Lord said, hang on, you have too many guys.

Now i f he would have rushed off with his 32,000
men, |'mnot sure what woul d have happened.

But he listened to the Lord, and the Lord said you
have too many nmen, so he sent ten thousand of them hone.

The Lord said you still have too many. | tell you
what, have them go to the water hole, I'Il sort them out for
you.

And when he was done he had three hundred soldiers
goi ng up against the Mdianite arny of thousands and

t housands and t housands.
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Now you wei gh the cost. You are thinking this is
crazy.

There is just no way that this is going to worKk.
This is what the Lord said to G deon.

"During that night the Lord said to G deon, get up
go down agai nst the canp because | amgoing to give it into
your hands. |If you are afraid to attack, go down to the
canp with your servant and listen to what they are saying.
Afterwards you will be encouraged to attack the canp.”

So they go down there and this is what they
encount er.

G deon arrives just as a man was telling a friend
of a dream

"l had a dream " he said, "a round |oaf of barley
bread came tunbling into the Mdianite canp. It struck the
tent with such a force that the tent overturned and
col | apsed. "

And his friend responded, "This can be nothing
ot her than the sword of G deon, the son of Joash, the
Israelite. God has given the Mdianites and the whol e canp
into his hands."

G deon heard this. He was encouraged. He knew it
didn't matter how many sol di ers he had.

That was not the issue. The issue was he was now

ready to do the will of God, because he was patient, he
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| i stened, and believe ne, when he attacked the M dianites he
gave it everything he had.

You shoul d see how far he chased them all over the
| andscape.

That's the power of God; that we listen, we act in
response to his wll.

There's so many exanples of this in scripture, so
many pl aces you can find exanples of patience and deli berate
action based on thought.

Proverbs, "Conmt to the Lord whatever you do."
Commit to the Lord. It doesn't say give ne fifty percent of
what ever you do.

It says, "Conmit to the Lord whatever you do."

And | |ike that word whatever, because it's not
just in worship.

This is career, this is famly, this is friends.
Commit whatever you do to the Lord and your plans wll
succeed.

In Chapter 19 it says, "It is not good to have zeal
wi t hout know edge, nor to be hasty and m ss the way."

This is about maybe the tenth time |I've done this.
It has been such a blessing for me in my spiritual wal k. |
cannot tell you. Wrds would not explainit.

And | get these notes, | get things that conme back

and they say, "You mi ssed your calling in life. You should
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1 have been a pastor."”

2 They say things |ike, "Ww, that was great. Have

3 you ever thought about going into the semnary," stuff I|ike
4 t hat .

5 In fact | had one individual after one service cone
6 up to me and say, "I don't know how you can live with

7 yourself if you have this gift and you don't give it to

8 God' s people every day."

9 | hear all that, and I'"'mnot trying to edify

10 myself, I'"mtelling you about a challenge |I'm going through,
11 because | weigh the cost, |I'mcounting the cost.

12 | can't do sonething like that unless I'mready to

13 give it all, to give everything.

14 You just don't do sonething like that and give it
15 hal fway. It has to be everything you have.

16 But the cost may be too nuch for me right now  So
17 |"mpatient. | pray. | listen.

18 And this is great that I'"'mable to do this and

19 still have ny day job.

20 But it's kind of the sanme thing, you know, just not

21 to rush out and stand up for the Lord, but to do it

22 according to his wll.

23 Then you will be bl essed beyond belief. Then it
24 will be a wonderful thing.

25 So | think the next take-away fromthis is that

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory trial version http://www.fineprint.com



http://www.fineprint.com

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

16

once we nmake that step we should really give it everything
we have.

Gve it all we have and then we'll be doing the
will of God and truly, truly will be bl essed.

Now, there is this last part of this scripture.
This last part of the scripture talks about the saltiness
and | like this because we understand salt.

We know what salt does. You sprinkle a little bit
of salt on your food and the food just cones alive, it's
better than it was without salt, right?

So it nmakes perfect sense when Jesus says you are
the salt of the earth.

We are here to make the earth better than it really

The scripture goes salt is good. Salt is good.

Not too nmuch. Too nuch nmakes bitterness, but just the right
anount makes it good.

But if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made
salty again? It is neither fit for the soil or for the
manure pile. [It's just thrown out.

Imagine if | had a salt shaker. |I'msprinkling
sone salt and I'meating, yes, needs a little bit nore salt,
put a little bit nore on there, still not there, alittle
bit nore, and eventually I"mgoing to say this salt is

nothing. This is not salt and you throw it away and it's
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gone.

And | think Jesus, when he wants us to be
di sciples, a lot of tinmes when you get new things they are
exciting at first but then as tine goes by it kind of wears
of .

The luster kind of fades naybe a little bit and
it's |l ess exciting.

Qur faith wal k should not be |ike that, because,
trust me, it renews daily.

' m al ways excited about something in my faith walk
and | think Jesus is saying to us, he doesn't want disciples
that are like the seed that maybe falls on the path.

Because the seed that falls on the path, what
happens to that?

It can't really grow and the birds of the air cone
down and eat it up, right? He doesn't want disciples |ike
t hat .

He doesn't want disciples that are |ike the seed
that falls anmongst the rocks, because what happens to those?

Alittle bit of soil there, they root down, can't
go very deep, right?

And then they blossoma little bit, maybe | ooks
pretty for a while, but then as soon as the sun and the
drought cones it withers away and di es.

Jesus doesn't want disciples |like that. Jesus

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory trial version http://www.fineprint.com



http://www.fineprint.com

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

18

doesn't want disciples |ike the seed that is thrown anpongst
the thorns and the weeds, because it also grows up but then
the weeds and the thorns of the world choke it out and then
t hat beautiful growth dies.

No, what Jesus wants is a seed that is cast upon
fertile soil, that is nourished by the word of God, that is
filled wwth the Holy Spirit, that can weather the droughts
and the rains and the storns.

That's the kind of disciple that he wants. He
doesn't want you to | ose your excitenment m dway through. It
is better if you do not even start at all.

| think there's a lot of Christians out there that
wai ve the banner of Christianity.

And there may have been a time when they really
were giving glory to God in all they did.

And then things get a little rough, they lose their
job, everything kind of starts running, and it kind of |oses
its luster and what happens is they find thenselves sitting
on the fence of Christianity.

They are sitting on the fence and they are neither
hot nor cold towards Jesus.

And there is probably nothing nore that bugs him
nore than that.

| think he has nore respect for those who walk in

dar kness and say yes, | wal k in darkness, than the one who

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory trial version http://www.fineprint.com



http://www.fineprint.com

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

19

sits on the fence not know ng where he is.

The Book of Revel ation tal ks about how you are
nei t her hot nor cold, you're |ukewarm and because of that I
want to spit you out.

He wants Christians that are hot, that are on the
side of righteousness, not on the neutral ground.

And if we | ose our saltiness, that's where we find
ourselves. That is where we find ourselves. So you can't
gi ve up.

Every day that has been given to us was ordained to
us before it even canme to be.

It says that in Psalm139. | believe that.
beli eve that our days are nunbered.

Which tells ne that every day that | have truly is
a gift from God.

And the reason why he's giving ne nore days is
because |I'm not done yet. | have nore work to do.

So stay salty and with every breath you have try to
gi ve honor and glory to God. That is what being a disciple
I S.

VWhat is the cost? | don't think there is a cost.
There are trenmendous bl essings and treasures in heaven if we
fix our eyes on eternity rather than what is here, which
Jesus | know teaches us.

Love Jesus first. Love himfirst. Love him anong
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1 all things.

2 That's what Jesus wants, and don't give 50 percent,
3 or 70 percent, or 90 percent; give it all you have.

4 It's not a function of success or failure; it's a
5 function of just giving it all you have and you will be

6 bl essed.

7 And then run the race, run it hard to the very end,
8 until you have no nore breath in you

9 Run the race, don't give up, stay salty, and you
10 will bless God and be greatly rewarded in heaven.

11 Let us pray.

12 Lord Jesus, your word is very powerful, even when
13 sonetinmes it's difficult for us to hear, but it does teach
14 and does encourage and it does transform Lord Jesus, and
15 that is ny prayer, that your word was heard today; that we
16 maybe know a little bit nore about discipleship.

17 | pray that we would give you everything we have,
18 knowi ng that you are our source of strength.

19 | pray, Lord Jesus, that you would cone first in
20 our |ives.
21 And | pray, Lord Jesus, that until the day you cal
22 us up we glorify your nanme and give you all the praise you
23 deserve. I n your precious name we pray. Amen.
24
25
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