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PASTOR MARK FRY: | amgoing to be talking a little
bit about Spam

| had to call a couple different stores before
could get a receptionist that knew what it was, which is kind
of interesting.

And one of ny little helpers this norning said, "M
mom makes really good Spam stuff at hone.™

It's an old concept, but it's a word that has
changed its neani ng.

As | get ready to preach on the weekends | try to
| ook for things that God is telling me hopefully I'mon the
ri ght track.

Thursday night ny wife and | were celebrating. W
have been married for 28 years.

Qur anniversary was | ast week and so we had a qui et
evening at honme and | had sonme fish that | was grilling and
we just sat down and had our prayer and a sip of wi ne and ny
second bite of fish and all of a sudden | went oh-oh, and
sure enough a fish bone had gone down ny throat.

And Wenda goes, "Are you okay?"

"I think so."

| got up and do what you do, eat the bread and the
whol e deal, and that wasn't giving me any relief.

So | called ny friend, who is a physician, and he

said, "Can you see it in the mrror?"
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| said, "No."

So he said you probably better go in, so we went in
on Thursday ni ght and spent about six hours at Lakeside
Hospital and | got to get the IV and get knocked out and the
whol e deal .

They took an x-ray and sure enough | had a fish bone
down in nmy gullet that was about |ike that.

And so now | have this nasty thing inside ny nouth
where they put the tube in and all that stuff.

But thank God I didn't live a hundred years ago. W
woul d have had to just let that thing sit there. Quite
frightening.

But | used that as nmy basis for ny nessage yesterday
for a beautiful wedding we had here about how inportant it is
t hat we have people sitting beside us that don't talk a | ot,
but they pray a |ot.

And | was blessed to have a wife of 28 years who was
there with me and every tinme | would nove or try to talk that
darn thing would be in there wiggling around and |' m j ust
like, man, | want to stay real still here and wait, and it
was just really kind of a holy ground experience.

But getting back to the Spamthing on that, it was
interesting because at the hospital they said really we don't
get many people with fish bones, it's usually neat, and they

had sonme kid who had a glob of turkey in his esophagus and
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they had to carve around that to get it to go down.

We tend to put things into our bodies in ways that
aren't particularly healthful.

So now to get to the nessage of that. W've got a
Spam filter on our conputer at home, and we have a Spam
filter on our conputer here at church.

It seens like there are three types of Spamt hat
sneak past that, and if you are not a conputer person you nmay
not know what Spami s.

But Spamis like the junk mail of the 21st Century,
and there are three things that filters do not seemto be
able to stop:

Mort gage rates, stock offers, and pharmaceuti cal s,
and there is not a day that goes by that | don't have sone
get rich quick schene or get healthy quick schene that is
com ng in one of these Spam att acks.

And it's really the way our world has kind of
enbraced this concept of quick fixes to long-termi ssues,
isn"t it?

And it's always about doing the next best greatest
qui ck thing.

Well, as we | ook at God's word today, we are going
to notice that that's not a new concept.

We'll see that that's the way Israel used to do it,

t 0o.
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So | invite you to ook in the scriptures. W are
going to |l ook at the Prophet Jerem ah

We don't often preach on the prophets, and | think
you'll see why as we dive into this, because these are kind
of convicting verses.

In ny Bible it's on page 716. |1'mgoing to be
| ooki ng at Jerem ah 2.

The prophets are behind the Psalns there, before you
get to the New Testanent, and there are all these great
prophets, |saiah, Jerem ah, Hosea, Nahum all of these ones.

We are going to |l ook at Jerem ah 2, and this is a
very tinmeless word, | believe, but let's |look at this and
then we' Il put it in the context of Spam

Jerem ah 2, beginning at Verse 4.

"Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and
all the famlies of the house of Israel."

That nmeans us. We are one of those houses. As
Christians we consider ourselves to be nenbers of the house
of Israel.

|srael's twelve tribes. That's our famly tree way
back through the O d Testanent.

So that is the covenant that we're part of. So we
see this, we see the house of Israel.

"Thus says the Lord: What wong did your ancestors

find in me that they went far fromne and went after
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wort hl ess things and becane worthl ess thensel ves.

"They did not say, where is the Lord who brought us
out of the land Egypt, who led us in the wilderness, in a
| and of deserts and pits, in a land of drought and deep
darkness, in a |and that no one passes through where no one
lives?

"1 brought you into a plentiful land to eat its
fruits and its good things, but when you entered you defiled
my | and and you made ny heritage an abom nati on.

"The priests did not say where is the Lord? Those
who handle the law did not know ne. The rulers transgressed
agai nst nme. The prophets prophesi ed by Baal and went after
t hi ngs that do not profit.

"Therefore, once nore | accuse you, says the Lord,
and | accuse your children's children

"Cross to the coasts of Cyprus and | ook, send to
Kedar and exam ne with care, see if there has ever been such
a thing.

"Has a nation changed its gods, even though they are
no gods?

"But nmy people have changed their glory for
sonet hing that does not profit.

"Be appalled, 0 heavens, at this, be shocked, be
utterly desol ate, says the Lord, for ny people have comm tted

two evils.
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"They have forsaken ne, the fountain of living
wat er, and they have dug out cisterns for thenselves, cracked
cisterns that can hold no water."

We' Il pause there and we'll zoomin on this in terns
of the Spam

We notice it right away in the 5th Verse. "What
wrong did your ancestors find in ne that they went far from
me and went after worthless things and becane wort hl ess
t hensel ves. "

It's kind of a two step waltz into perdition. They
go after worthless things, and then they become worthl ess
t hensel ves.

It's hand-in-glove and it's interesting that that's
t he predi canent, the people have all gone astray, they have
f orsaken God.

And what we notice in Verses 5 through 7, it was
kind of the laity, you mght say it was the average citizen,
it was the average Jew sh person

And then he's very specific in Verse 8 that the
clergy were also invol ved

He says, "The priests didn't say, where is the Lord?
Those who handle the |law didn't know nme. The rulers
transgressed agai nst nme. The prophets prophesied by Baal ."

That means that even the religious people weren't

| ooking to God; they were | ooking to other idols, small G
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gods, and they are giving these announcenents that everything
is fine, and Jerem ah won't tolerate that.

The word of the Lord conmes to himand he says
everything is not fine, it is fouled up, and we need to
return to the Lord, is what these verses are here.

In this blistering indictnent the Lord accuses the
people of two great evils.

In Verse 13, "They have forsaken ne, the fountain of
living water, and they have dug out cisterns for thenselves,
cracked cisterns that hold no water."

Again, it's a tw step, isn't it? They have
forsaken me, the fountain of living water, and they have dug
out cisterns for thensel ves.

They have done things that they are going to do that
| can't do, they won't let nme do.

And in this part of the world it's inportant for us
to realize it's a very arid climte throughout the Mddle
East .

They don't get very much rain and so they have these
huge cisterns in all of the villages and a | ot of the
famlies have their own little cistern, that when there is an
abundance of rain it falls into these |inmestone pots that
they seal with kind of a plaster of paris type of a nortar on
the inside of it and then when the dryness cones they have

wat er in surplus.
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They don't have to count on just the rains at those
particular tinmes to water their crops; they can go to the
reserve.

But what he's pointing out here is they have done it
with vessels that don't hold water and so he's being
met aphori cal and he's al so bei ng actual.

I n other words, you guys think you can store up for
your sel ves, and you' ve chosen all of these different
lifestyle things that will not hold water.

They are just Spam They are just these little
fly-by-night things.

You have such a bad nmenory; that it was nme who
provided for you in the past.

It was nme who brought you out of the |and of Egypt
t hrough the desert, through the drought, and now you have
made all this stuff for yourselves, you've forgotten where
you've cone from and you've forgotten who brought you to
where you are

It's interesting thing, | had ny prayer partner with
me on Wednesday, June 6th, it was about 3:30 in the afternoon
and Dan said to ne, it's interesting to nme, we are both kind
of World War |l nuts, he said | got up this norning and
wat ched the Today Show and read the paper and went off to
work, and | did the sane, read ny paper, did ny devotions and

stuff, went off to work, and there wasn't anything on the
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news that | saw that comenorated that it was June 6th.

June 6, 1944, was the quintessential nonent when the
Al l'i es | anded at Normandy Beach in the North of France.

It was interesting to ne, as nedia savvy as we are,
| didn't see anything about it.

Maybe there was sonething. They found sonething,
know i n Russia they found a bunch of places where Stalin was
killing people and stuff, but |I didn't hear one reference to
the Allied invasion. | thought that was interesting.

Dan didn't either. He said that's really
i nteresting, because we've forgotten the way the kingdom gets
expanded and we care nore about Paris Hilton than we do about
| ooki ng back and giving thanks to God for the sacrifice.

Isn't that interesting? Just a reality check for
all of us that we have this | ousy nenory.

But let's put that in context of what kind of Spam
what ki nds of things are hitting us that are naybe feeding us
sonmething that is not particularly nourishing and we start to
slip, we go after these little worthless things and before
| ong we becone wort hl ess.

The first one that | recognize is a Spamt hat
doesn't hold water, but we hear it a lot this tine of year,
it's that God is a nice guy and he can be found anywhere.

| hear people talk about this a | ot and they say,

"You won't see ne nmuch this sumer."”
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"Okay. What is going on?"

"Well, we're going boating a | ot and our best
worship tinme is in our boat."

O her people, "Well, you know, Sunday norning is ny
favorite tee tinme."

And, "The sumrer, that's when | go to the nountains.
| feel the closest to God when I'mon the nountain,” or at
t he ocean, or at the cabin.

And |'m not saying there is anything wong with
that, because we did a series on down tinme is up tinme if it's
God's tine.

God is everywhere, he's omipresent, but what we
start to buy into is we start to think that | like that
feeling and so I'l|l just go there at the expense of the
other, and God is always smling on ne because |'m al ways
happy when | find himon the golf course, even if my golf
gane is horrible.

But we have this notion, and it's Spam that God is
just this nice guy and he approves of whatever we do and he's
found everywhere.

He's in the casinos, he's all over the place, and we
just sort of have himlike this little pet, he's a nice guy,
and we just keep himwell-nurtured so he won't bite.

That doesn't hold water when we | ook at the Ad

Test anent or the New Test anment.
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You renenber Jesus comng in and cleansing the
tenpl e because people had made the tenple into a marketpl ace.

Jesus is not neek and mld, a nice guy all the tine.
In fact, he has sone things to say about those of us that
take God for granted.

The Lord cane specifically to Israel, and in the
context of these verses from Jerem ah we need to be real
careful about the little Baals that are out there, the little
GODS, gods, lower case G the little gods that call to us
and they tell us it's okay, this won't matter, you don't need
to worship, you don't need to be a disciple, or you just go
once a week and get your card punched.

But God is not just a nice guy who can be found
anywhere.

The God of Israel is the source of the true
abundance.

And it's interesting when he says you have forsaken
me, the living water.

It's the living water, it's not just a stagnant
pool, and unfortunately sonetimes we need to be account abl e,
t hat maybe we' ve made the church into a stagnant pool

But | believe in the 21st Century Jesus has cone
along, he is stirring that up, and there is sonmething new
happeni ng.

And he's asking all of us to get in the flow of
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t hat .

And one of ways we do that is by regular worship,
even in the sumrer tine.

The second Spamthat | hear oftentines is a nessage
that Jesus is ny personal Lord and Savior and that's good
enough. The key word being nmy personal Lord and Savi or.

One of ny reservations before | investigated the
Luis Pal au Heartl and Festival was, gee, | hope they are not
doi ng that whol e personal Lord and Savi or thing.

And it's really based upon what is called friendship
evangel i sm

They will get people to hear the Gospel, but then
they don't just seal the deal and send them hone.

They make sure there is a linking of friends and a
community for those people to go back to, because evangeli sm
w t hout discipleship is close to a sin.

It's like getting everybody into a big revival pitch
and then there is nothing. There is no net.

But what we've done with that is we kind of, |'ve
got my little bee sting time, and that was ny personal tinme
that God cane close to nme, |I'mgood, ny personal Lord and
Savi or .

It's Iike we've got Jesus in our pocket, and that's
very danger ous.

That's another thing you see that Jerem ah is
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comenting about, is there is a social aspect to this living
wat er .

It's not supposed to just be kept in your jar,
because that will start to leak if it is not given away with
frequency and bl essed.

The grace we receive wll beconme cheap unless we
stay disciplined.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a 20th Century martyr in
World War 11

He tal ks about this concept of cheap grace. He
says, "Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness w thout
requiring repentance. |It's baptismw thout church
discipline. It's communion w thout confession. |It's
absol uti on wi thout personal confession. Cheap grace is grace
wi t hout di scipleship, grace without the cross, grace w thout
Jesus Christ living and incarnate.”

And the nanme of this book that he wote in English
is translated "The Cost of Discipleship.”

Literally in German it's "To Fol | ow'.

It's not a one tinme thing, to be stung by Jesus and
then 1" m good.

He's not just a nice guy who is found everywhere.

He's not just ny own personal get out of hell free
card.

It's a corporate relationship we have, as well as an
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i ndi vidual relationship. Acceptance needs community.

The third point, the nessage that the church exists
for me and for nmy needs.

| was raised in a very conservative famly. M dad
was a Barry Gol dwat er staunch Republican, and | renenber back
in the '60s and all that stuff.

But | renmenber, whether you appreciated John F.
Kennedy or not, one of the great nessages ever was don't ask
what your country can do for you, but what you can do for
your country.

The sane is true for the church. One of the scary
things is that there is kind of this felt needs thing that
has been Spammed into a whole | ot of hearts.

There is a theol ogi an whose nane is Dean Hogue and
he has done a | ot of research about baby booners, and |I'm one
of them we are especially susceptible to Spam and stuff |ike
t hat .

He says, "Baby booners, when they church shop, they
are | ooking for high quality Sunday school and youth
prograns, uplifting worship experiences, neaningful authentic
smal | group experiences, and a good cup of coffee.”

There is nothing wong with those four or five
t hi ngs.

But, you see, what our culture has told us is that

it's okay, | know sone people, and they've told ne, well, |
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just cone to your church on Sunday, but | go to this church

on Tuesday, and this church on Wednesday, because |I |like the
music there, | like the youth mnistry there, | |like the
children's mnistry there, and | |ike the whatever here, and

we can bring our coffee into worship at your place.

But that's dangerous, | guess is all |'m saying.
used to think naybe that's not so bad.

But as | re-read the scriptures, and as | try to
listen to the Lord on that, | think that sacrifices community
and then we will put our toe in the water in a bunch of
different pools and we aren't really swinmmng; we are just
sort of getting a little bit of a drip here and there.

So let's be careful of that product that we
soneti nmes seek for our own convenience, instead of the
accountability that comes frombeing in a famly or in a
church community.

The church doesn't exist for me and ny needs.
exi st to be the church and so do you.

| don't know how many of you read John Rosenont.
Tuesday norning he's in the Wrld Herald. He's a national
col ummi st.

He had a great article this week. [It's called
"Let's Bring Back Fam |y Picnics", and Rosenont is a guy that
calls it like he sees it.

He's a prophet. He really nails you once in a while
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as a parent.

We read himall the tinme when we had our kids and,
oh, man, we've really screwed up, you know, but there's
al ways grace in what he says.

"For those of you who are too young to know what a
picnic is, or was, here is a brief synopsis.

"The parents pack a lunch of yummy, al beit unhealthy
stuff like fried chicken, potato salad, salty pickles and
vari ous carbonated chem cals and then everybody gets in a car
and travels to a shady spot maybe out in the country away
fromthe hustle and bustle of the city.

"When a suitable spot is found, the tablecloth is
laid out on the ground or spread over a public picnic table.

"The food is placed on it and everyone eats while
comenting on the beauty of nature.

"Before and after the neal famlies m ght take
wal ks, throw frisbees, play guitars, sing, or nmaybe they wll
lie back on a bl anket and take a nap and get a sunburned
face.

"It wasn't real exciting, but that was the very idea
behi nd a picnic.

"It was an opportunity for the famly to tone down
their daily lives, to get away fromit all and relax and
enj oy one anot her's conpany.

"Unfortunately in these hurry-up got to go tines
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organi zed after-school and weekend activities such as soccer
have repl aced rel axing activities such as famly picnics, and
that's too bad, because watching a child play a sport and
yelling your head off is not a famly activity, nor is it
especially relaxing. Yelling and relaxing do not conpute.

"Today's famlies need to relax and spend sone tine
t oget her where there is no score, where there are no goals,
where there are no rules, which is why I'"'mcalling for a
nati onal nmovenent to bring back the famly and church
picnic."

He's got sonmething there; that we have to stay in
bal ance with God, and with believers, and then we're okay to
go to the world.

And it's interesting, isn't it, we have just had a
famly picnic together here with conmuni on, but it can really
qui ckly again kind of become this it's just me and Jesus,
isn"t it?

And that's one of the reasons that | really sense
God calling us to do Bible school differently, is because we
need to spend a little nore tine at the table together.

And | know how busy this community is, believe ne,
but on Sunday nornings we would |like you to just come and
wor shi p, breathe again, relax.

And then just have sone snacks and sone fun and to

see the Bible school stories enacted and to have sone fun and




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

19

a petting zoo and kind of a throwback to the way things used
to be.

And |I'm not one of these guys that wants to get rid
of cell phones, conputers, and all that technol ogy and stuff.

But there are sonme things that our culture has sadly
m ssed out on

It's being, as well as doing, so that is kind of
where we are at wth that.

But there is a verse from Proverbs that is really
i nteresting.

Proverbs 11:1, "A false balance is an abom nation to
the Lord, but an accurate weight is his delight."

You see, Israel had a problemw th corruption of the
system and they are talking about literally the nethod of
exchange, if the balance is not equal, it's kind of like the
butcher putting his thunb on the neat scale, but he's also
just tal king about the way we live life.

If we aren't bal anced, God has sonething to say
about that.

And | believe he says a lot in Jerem ah 2 about
returning, about repenting, about changing.

Worship is an opportunity for us to glorify God and
to neet God in word and sacranent

It's not a nusical pep rally or a self-help group;

it's just an opportunity for us to cone together as a
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comunity, to be on the same page together for a little
while, and then to do that in your own famlies.

It's inportant that you're on the sanme pages
t oget her.

Preaching has a prophetic edge to it. It's not just
to afflict the confortable, nor is it just to confort the
afflicted.

| know life is tough, and | w sh you the confort and
the grace of God's Holy Spirit.

But | also know nyself well enough that |I fall into
the pattern of this Jeremiah 2 and | will easily stray and
"Il go for that which is easier instead of that which is
better.

' ve got sonme cracked | eaky cisterns that | have
invested in, and we need to have things that will hold water
for the I ong run

Peopl e should have their legitimte needs net in a
church, and if we aren't, | want to hear about it.

But it's not just about you, and it's not just about
me; it's about faithfulness to our heritage and our tradition
and the scriptures and the sacranents and the community.

It's the up, the in, and the out. It's a bal ance
t hi ng.

God did not ask people to choose himand use him

Jesus did not ask people to choose him and use him
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Jesus invites people to see himand be him and if
we | ook at our Lord, we notice he's bal anced.

He's incredible, the way he's able to withstand the
changes and chall enges of the culture that we find himin,
and anything | ess than such a bal ance does not hold water.

The prophetic words of Jeremah are a gift to us on
June 10th, 2007, to say renenber where you've been, it was ne
that got you through that, and I'mthe one that is here with
you now.

Don't invest in that which will not truly satisfy.
I"'mthe living water.

' mnot a stagnant pool and don't let a stagnant
pool arise in your own soul

He stirs the water. John 4:14 says a spring of
wat er gushing up to eternal life.

That's the netaphor that Jesus then uses. |If you
have been baptized, and you believe in nme, that's what is
going to be inside of you.

It's going to be this wonderful fountain of grace
for other people in a thirsty and dry and parched
drought-stricken worl d.

It's interesting, one nore shot at the text, it's
interesting, Verse 12 says, "Be appalled, O heavens, be
shocked, be utterly desol ate, says the Lord.

The behavi or on earth shocks the heavenly host, and
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"' m not one of these guys that gets a big jolly from
preaching hellfire and brinstone.

| think that so oftentines if anything is condemmi ng
it's not fromGod; it's fromthe eneny.

But there is sonme conviction that | think our nation
and our |ifestyle does need to stand under.

It's shocking to God, the way we've defiled and the
way we've changed sone things.

So those behaviors will not hold water for the

|l ong-term God delivers living water, not Spam




