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PASTOR MARK FRY: This summer we are going to have
some fun with sone fun stories.

The Gospel of Luke, the 10th Chapter, that's where
we are going to find ourselves and | want to read the text
and then I want to show you where it's comng fromand then
where | hope it takes us.

So junping in in mdstreamof Luke's Gospel, the
10t h Chapter, it's a long chapter, Luke 10.

"After this the Lord appointed seventy others and he
sent them on ahead of himin pairs to every town and pl ace
where he hinself intended to go.

"He said to them the harvest is plentiful, but the
| aborers are few. Therefore, ask the Lord of the harvest to
send out | aborers into his harvest.

"Go on your way. See, | am sending you out I|ike
| anbs in the m dst of wolves.

"Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals. Geet no one
on the road.

"What ever house you enter, first say peace to this
house, and if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace
will rest on that person, but if not, it will return to you.

"Remain in the sane house, eating and drinking
what ever they provide, for the | aborer deserves to be paid.

"Do not nmove about from house to house. Whenever

you enter a town and its people welcone you, eat what is set
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bef ore you.

"Cure the sick who are there and say to them the
ki ngdom of God has conme near to you

"But whenever you enter a town and they do not
wel cone you, go into the streets and say even the dust of
your town that clings to your feet we w pe off in protest
agai nst you.

"Yet know this: The kingdom of God has cone near.
| tell you on that day it will be nore tolerable for Sodom
than for that town.

"Wbe to you, Chorazin; woe to you, Bethsaida. For
if the deeds of power done in you have been done in Tyre and
Si don, they would have repented | ong ago, sitting in
sackcl oth and ashes.

"But at the judgnent it will be nore tolerable for
Tyre and Sidon than for you.

"And you, Capernaum wll you be exalted to heaven?

"No, you wll be brought down to Hades.

"Whoever listens to you, listens to ne; whoever
rejects you, rejects ne; and whoever rejects nme rejects the
one who sent ne.

"The seventy returned with joy saying, Lord, in your
nane even the denons submt to us."

We'll stop there. Keep your finger there and,

again, to just rewind Luke's Gospel a little bit, you need to




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

see where Jesus has been and where the story of Jesus has
been.

But what we noticed in the context is fromthe 5th
Chapter through the 8th chapter, Chapters 5, 6, 7, and 8, the
di sciples, the twelve, are on the road with Jesus.

And what they are doing is they are |earning from
him They do what disciples do.

What do disciples do?

Well, they watch, they learn, and they observe, and
then they do. It's not a spectator sport, discipleship.

So they are going along for basically four chapters.
Chapters 5, 6, 7 and 8 and Jesus is doing what Jesus does.

Preaching the kingdom telling people that it's not
a future concept, it's a present reality.

He's feeding people, he's healing people, he's
curing people, he's blessing people, and that's what
di sci pl es do.

And then in the 9th Chapter, Chapter 9, Verses 1 and
2, this is just the page before, Jesus called the twelve
t oget her and he gave them power and authority over al
denons, to cure diseases, and he sent themout to proclaim
t he ki ngdom of God and to heal.

So they had been watching himfor four chapters, the
t wel ve have, and so he sends them out.

He says you guys have been watching me; now do what
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|'ve been doing. Preach the kingdom and heal .

They do and amazingly they come back successfully.

Jesus is so incredible. He says, you go do this,
and right in Verse 10, on their return, the apostles told
Jesus all that they had done.

He took themw th himand he withdrew privately to a
pl ace cal | ed Bet hsai da.

What happens here is they went out and they did
exactly what he said.

They preached the kingdom just as he prescri bed.
Notice it's 12; not 11. Judas even did it.

They come back and they are so excited. They want
to spend sone time with Jesus and they want to tell himall
the cool things that happened.

And so what they do is they go off together on the
ot her side of the |ake.

And a bunch of people had obviously been inpacted by
what had been happeni ng, and what happens next is they don't
really even get to tell himreally about their success,
because the next thing you know all these crowds of people
start nobbing them and the disciples are |ike send them away,
we want to tell you what things have happened.

Jesus says it's getting dark and they are getting
hungry.

They go yes, send them away, they are going to be
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needi ng sonmething to eat, and Jesus goes you give them
sonmething to eat. You have been watchi ng ne.

They do and it works. An amazing story.

What continues to happen in the 9th Chapter is
you' ve got Peter confesses Jesus as the Messi ah.

And then you have Jesus | aying out the expectations
of you need to deny yourself, take up your cross and foll ow
me. In other words, do it like |l do it.

And then in Verses 28 and follow ng fromthat 9th
Chapter we have the story of the transfiguration.

This is when Moses and Elijah appear with Jesus.
This is the only tinme Mdses woul d ever appear in the prom sed
| and.

And then they hear this word from heaven about how
inportant it is.

And Peter, good disciple, he says, master, it's good
for us to be here, this is really holy ground.

But, see, Jesus doesn't want Peter to just stay on
holy ground; he wants himto go out and create holy ground.

I n Chapter 9, Verses 59 through 62, he's basically
going to tell himthere is an urgency in this thing.

No one who puts a hand to the plow and | ooks back is
fit for the kingdomof God. 1In other words, this is a
forward thinking organi sm

And then the 10th Chapter. Chapter 10, notice in
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the first verse Jesus appoints seventy others.

| don't know about you, but once in a while ny
default nechanismgets kind of this, well, you know, twelve
is a pretty exclusive nunmber of people, Peter, Andrew,
Thaddeus, |'m not as good as those guys. They left
everything and foll owed Jesus.

Noti ce he doesn't send the sane twel ve back out. He
sends seventy ot her ones.

Some of us thought there are only twel ve disciples.
Well, there are, but it's an extending circle, you see, so he
sends out seventy ot hers.

Sonme peopl e ask how cone seventy? There is a verse
in Deuteronony that describes there are seventy nations on
the planet at this tine.

So the point being Jesus wants us to get to all of
t hem

But the way we get to all of themis in teans.
Notice in Verse 1 he sends themout in twos.

When Wenda and | were ordai ned al nost 20 years ago
at Bet hany, she chose the Bible verse for our ordination. It
was Mark 6:7.

One of the reasons being her husband's nane is Mark,
that's nme, and I'm6' 7", but what the verse says is he sent
themout in pairs, two-by-two.

Jesus believes in teamwrk, because he is sending
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you out as lanbs in the mdst of wolves and by yourself you
w il not only be unsuccessful, you will be killed. So go
with a friend in tws, and that's what we see.

So the group of seventy is nore capable to do the
m ssion than the group of twelve, nore of a critical mass,
but they go in pairs.

So they are going out, and I want to |l ook at a
little bit of evangelism what it is and it isn't.

One of ny favorite things to do when we are in a
hotel, | do the channel surfing thing because | have a | ot
nmore choi ces and variety than | have at hone.

| only have 27 channels at hone, but when | get out
on the road | have ESPN and many choi ces.

We were at the hotel the other night and I had ESPN

Classic, ESPN I, Fox and Fox Sports, and | was like a hog in
the trough.
But a lot of tines when | go, | zip into one of

t hose religion channels.

You know the ones. The guy with the really bad hair
and the really loud voice and all the really cool special
ef fects.

But that's sone people's notion of evangelism are
t hese guys that have a really big hat and a whole | ot of
cattle.

That's what an evangelist |ooks |ike, big car, big
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jet airline, big production, big budget.

That's not the way Jesus said to do it. He's very
specific in these verses of what it is and what it isn't.

Evangelismgets a bad rap because of sone of those
wol ves and sone of those charlatans that wear the wolf's
cl ot hi ng.

Sonme of them Not all of them W are doing the
Luis Palau thing in a nonth, I'mreally excited, it's going
to be awesone.

That's evangelism al so, but it's based on what is
called friendship evangelism that you don't just make the
sell and not bring them back to a community.

That's what Jesus is teaching as well, so it's
consistent wth that.

But let's ook at it closely, what it is and what it
isn't.

In Luke 10 evangelismis nore of a neal than it is a
deal .

He's not trying to sell anybody a car. He's not
telling you you can go take this thing for a spin or kick the
tires.

It's around the table. He says whatever house you
enter, eat there.

Eat there. |It's nore a neal than it is a deal

Thi s has happened so many tines in our lives and in
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so many weird ways.

We went to Pol and one year and |I'l|l never forget
when this famly welconed in these Anerican pastors into
their home and it was really hard to eat what they offered,
because the husband, he had enphysenma or sonething, and he
was in horrible shape, and his wife was cooking in this
kitchen and you could snell everything, a little one room
house, and she's cooking up this stuff.

And one of guys in our group, there's four of us,
guess, Pastor Wenda and | and two ot her people.

We could snell the stuff cooking and | was starting
to get sick. It was brutal

And the one guy turns to Wenda and he goes, "I just
hope it's not liver."

What do you suppose it was?

It was liver, and liver is all this guy could
afford, and they brought it out and we kind of did the
Seignfeld thing of eating it and putting it in our pockets.

But, you see, a lot of people who call thensel ves
Christians, what they do when they go and have a neal with
sonebody is they get real self-righteous about it and they
say sonmething like | don't drink coffee. |1'moff caffeine.
" m heal t hy.

Al'l of a sudden the person who offered it is |ike,

gee, what am |, chopped |iver?
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O they cone in and they say would you |ike a piece
of cake?

No, |I've sworn off white sugar and so should you.

Do you want a beer?

No, | don't think al cohol.

Jesus says whatever they offer you, take it. He's
not saying to conprom se your val ues.

| f you have a chem cal dependency problem and
sonebody says do you want a glass of w ne, you are not
supposed to say yes because the Lord told nme | should have
one.

That would lead you to sin, not to peace, and this
is about the exchange of peace, and this is amazing that it
t akes place over the dinner table, because in the ancient
tradition you had to put your weapons down to eat.

Literally you had to put your weapons down to eat.

It's interesting, we were at a convention in Frenont
this weekend all day Friday and all day Saturday and the
speaker was a guy naned Harry Wendt, he's awesone, a guy from
Australia, | love the Australian accent, we used to live
t here.

Harry is 72 years old and he has a worl d-w de Bible
st udy net hod.

He's a Lutheran pastor from Australia and he serves

32 countries and he teaches adult Bi ble studies.
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He was tal ki ng about the story in the Bible when
Jesus is comng into Jericho and Zaccheas is there, you
remenber, Zaccheas is a wee little man, a wee little man is
he, he is up in a sycanore tree and Jesus sees himand he
says |'m com ng over to your house, and he does.

But what Professor Wendt taught us about that story,
when Jesus went to his house, he says you need to understand
the culture in Jericho, which he says the closest thing he
has seen in his |life was in southeastern Turkey there is a
comunity of Bedouin shepherds that he had the privil ege of
vi siting.

He's teaching Bible study in this village, and the
Bedoui ns were actually Jew sh people, but he's in their
comunity and he visited with them and he ate what they
provi ded for him

But when they befriended himand invited himin, it
was a law that he had to stay for three and one-third days.

You don't just have a cup of coffee in that culture
and | eave.

| f sonebody opens up their house and says cone on
in, you're in for three and one-third days.

And he says the amazing thing was they told stories
in the village of when sonme people would cone in and they
woul d be wel comed into one of these Bedouin comrunities, not

a bedroom comunity, B-E-D-OG-U-I-N 1| think is the way it's
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spel l ed, and they would wel cone sonebody in and literally if
the | aw enforcenent officers fromthat area canme and said,
okay, you guys have a fugitive in your famly and we're here
to arrest them the famly that wel conmed that person would
say you're not getting themfor three and one-third days

And they said you don't understand, this is a
fugitive, this is a terrorist, this is whatever, we need to
come and take him away.

They woul d get their swords out and would fight to
the death to protect the person they had extended the table
to.

Amazing, isn't it?

So what they had to do is wait three and one-third
days.

In sone parts of the culture it was three one-third
days, plus another three days, because the concept being if
they just had a neal after three days, it takes another three
days for that food to be totally digested and elim nated from
their bodies, so it was six and one-third days.

The point being when Jesus said to Zaccheas |I'm
going to your house today, it wasn't for a cup of tea; it was
for a very | engthy conversation

And, see, that's the deal with us. W are brought
into so nuch a fast food culture that we drive up and get it

and of f we go.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

14

| don't know how many people say we need to do | unch
or dinner sonmetine. We need to do this sonetime, but we just
don't have tine.

That's the eneny, because Jesus is very specific.
It's about being at the table together and putting your
weapons down that people will know the peace which passes al
under st andi ng.

It's me. |I'mthe host. That's what we say in
conmmuni on.

But Jesus says take the show on the road. It's
about eating with people and it's not going in with an
agenda.

The agenda you go in with is peace; not warfare.

Not conversion, but conversation

Peace, not agenda, and so this person of peace
strategy is not a sell.

| don't want you to buy Jesus and | have him al
neatly wapped up for you.

It's self-disclosure. |If you have been there for
three and one-third days, they are going to really see what
you're like.

They are going to go, okay, this guy gets up crabby
in the norning.

Thi s guys goes to bed crabby at night. This guy has

sonme real character fl aws. | don't knowif | want to be like
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this guy.

Jesus is saying if you go with peace, stay there,
eat what the offer, and stay there until you |eave there, and
|"mnot saying it was three and a half days in those days, it
may not have been, but it isn't a drive-by.

It isn't a, well, | don't drink coffee. It isn't a,
you shoul d change the way your dietary habits are.

Because, you see, this is also a Kosher community,
and what Jesus is saying is revolutionary, because Jew sh
people are not allowed to eat certain products.

Jesus, says that doesn't affect you any |onger. Eat
what they give you. | don't care if it's a hot dog. That's
what he's tal king about.

Kosher no | onger exists, because I'mthe host, is
what he's sayi ng.

It's interesting. It's a great story. Radical
tabl e fell owship.

There is an urgency, but not a desperation.

It's fascinating, too, because God wants success in
this nmore than we do.

It's his harvest, if you notice closely, but the
| aborers are few, and he's not just tal king about getting
nore cabl e channels for guys that are up there with bad hair
preachi ng the gospel

You take the neals and the nopuntai ns out of the
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scriptures and it's a very short book

And we're people at the table, | was ashaned, we had
our church council in our house a few weeks ago on a
Wednesday ni ght one of the council menber cones in and says,
"I've never been in your house."

| thought, "Oh, my gosh."

Then he goes, "lI'm not saying that to put guilt on
you. | apologize. 1'mnot saying that. |'ve just never
been in your house.™

"Have you ever been in any pastor's house?"

"No. "

And then sone people msinterpret that to say
effective pastors go around to everybody's house that's in
the flock, see?

That's not what Jesus says.

Everybody is supposed to be doing it, and don't take
it personally when they don't wel conme you.

If they don't, shake the dust off your feet and go
in a different place.

But when you go there, go there with the right
intention, and the intention is peace. There is an urgency,
but not a desperation.

I n other words, be quick, but don't hurry. Don't
just say | have a few mnutes, let's get down and shovel it

in, I"'msure glad we did lunch finally.
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A lot of people do lunch that way. 1It"'s ridicul ous,
isn't it, the way the enenmy has infiltrated that territory?

| told you nmaybe before that when | was in high
school | played basketball and baseball.

| didn't play football, and that was kind of to ny
shanme, this was a conmunity in |owa where they thought
everybody ought to play football

We were horrible. | think ny class in its 7th grade
year never won a gane.

8th grade they won maybe one; 9th, one; 10th, none.
11th they did okay because they had a coupl e sophonores that
were better, but | think we maybe won five ganes in five
years, and we quite honestly were just horrible.

And | was a tall, skinny kid, like 6'7" when | was a
sophonore, wei ghed about 160 pounds, thick glasses, bad
hai rcut, acne, had the glasses with the strap on the back.

| was a really a cool guy. You can see why Wenda
fell inlove with ne years |ater.

(Laughter)

But the notto of our football teamwas "W may be

smal |, but we're slow"
(Laughter)

But notice Jesus is sending these people out. They

have been watchi ng him

Sonme of us have been walking with himfor a whole
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long time and then that i1inadequacy thing cones in.

|"'msmall, the whole insignificant thing, |I'mnot
really very quick of faith.

He doesn't call the qualified; he qualifies the
cal | ed.

And what he says is you're called. You're called to
be one of nme, and to be one with ne, and when we go, we don't
go with an agenda.

When we go to Europe, you could go over there with
an agenda, | could go over there and go you guys need to pul
your heads out and get air conditioning in these houses.

It's their country, their continent.

You guys, | wish you had Anerican food over here.

See, what |'ve learned is when | go over there the
bed is not too short; I'mtoo tall

The houses aren't too cold; | just need to put on a
sweat er.

Because that's the peace that we are supposed to
travel wth.

That's what Jesus says. |It's not about you and
yours; it's about ne and m ne.

It's my harvest. Get out there with the agenda
bei ng peace, not discord.

Peace is the agenda. When you go and you speak

peace, your peace will either rest on that house or it won't.
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You know this. You have been around peopl e and
you're kind of like, whoa, that's not a relationship |I want
to develop. That's the Lord speaking to you.

But if you are in balance and you're |istening, you
are going to see these people of peace out there, and you are
going to find themin the | obby of the church, you' re going
to find them at Starbucks, at C ancy's.

You're going to find themat different places in
your nei ghborhoods and everything el se.

You're like, whoa, this is sonebody Jesus wants ne
to eat with, but not to convert, have a conversation wth,
and they will see and they will feel and they will taste
Jesus through you.

He's the host, you see. It's a beautiful passage,
isn"t it?

And | need to say this, too, because a | ot of people
think this is just about pastors.

| was ashaned we hadn't had all the council people
in our house before.

We just |ost a dear neighbor this week. Jim Mieller
passed away and his funeral will be here Tuesday norning at
10: 30.

" msad to say we never really had Jimand Lavern
over to our house until just a couple years ago and when we

did it was one of the nore fun things we ever did in our
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lives.

We sat on the back deck and Jimtold those wonderful
stories, a 95 year old nman, a person of peace. Now he's at
peace.

But what we learned fromthat is you have to | ook
beyond your own little self-interest and reach out to your
nei ghbors.

We |love them They are like parents to us. They
have been for twenty years.

But some people think it's just pastors that are
supposed to do evangelism That's nonsense. |It's a process.

And so we are called, we believe theologically this
happens through our baptisminto Christ, we are called by a
new nanme and we are told to let your |light so shine and al
that stuff.

But just because you take a bath in a car wash
doesn't nmake you a car.

And just because you sleep in a garage, does that
make you a car?

Because you sleep in a pew, does that make you a
Christi an.

Because you are baptized, does that nake you a
Christian?

No, that's not what Jesus says. He's talking about

t he peace that passes all understanding, that he cones to
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offer, that we need to enbrace and marinate in all the tine.

Not see it as just a church thing. He's talking
about a |lifestyle issue here.

To be a Christian neans to be Christ-like. Less of
me and nore Jesus.

And so when we talk to people, we aren't trying to
get themto be |ike us, heaven forbid.

Wuldn't it be cool if they becanme nore |ike Jesus?
And when they do, whoa, they m ght change us. Wuldn't that
be cool ?

So I'm down towards the end of reading a cool book
on prayer right now, it's all about proximty, is really what
it's about.

Philip Yancey's book on prayer, | highly recomend
it to people.

It's about relationship and proximty, and we are in
this fast-paced thing and we just don't understand that
really God is at the table and he puts us to put another sl ot
at the table and bring people in so that they can have what
we have, if we have it, and he gives it to us, but do we
receive it and do we work with it?

Here is the deal. Don't take it personally if it
doesn't work.

There is a great verse at the end of this that talks

about whoever listens to you, listens to me; whoever rejects
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you, rejects ne; and whoever rejects ne rejects the one who
sent nme.

There are a | ot of people who have rejected Jesus
and they sleep in pews, but don't take it personally.

What God wants for those people is table fellowship
goes beyond comng in and getting conmunion tw ce a year.
That's sad.

He's the host with the nost and he tells us go out
there and the people will be there, you'll find them

It's amazi ng when you run into them It's

fantastic.

"Il say it to Wenda now, we have been practicing,
what is the deal with that guy? | think he's a person of
peace. Oh, cool. W'IlIl invest in that person.

That's sonmebody God wants to build his kingdom
around. That's sonebody he wants to have people in his or
her home, cluster |eader, up to seventy people.

And what do you do together? You do life together.
Woul dn't that be cool? That's the future. It's also the
past .

We have these wonderful kids that are getting ready
to go on a trip.

PASTOR VWENDA: Mark, | had never thought of that
bef ore about the person of peace being in this text today,

the agenda is peace and the goal is peace, and it's not
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conversion, |'ve never thought about that, it's conversation,
and | had not seen that bit in there about the table.

We have sone m ddl e school people that are going to
be eating at a different table in Rapid City, South Dakot a.

And they are five people that have chosen to take
one of their vacations and go to Sheffield, England, and the
food really isn't that great in England, but you'll have sone
great table fellowship.

This is what happens when we go to our neighbor's
house, whether it's in Rapid Cty or England.

| mean, Jesus is clear on it. W eat what is put
before us.

So | amgoing to invite you guys to cone up. W
want to bless you for that.

The other thing |I was thinking about, Mark, is the
text that |'m sending you out |like |anmbs anong wol ves, and |
don't really like the sound of that.

When we go out into the world, that's what Jesus
says iIs going to happen.

We are his lanbs and it's going to be |ike going out
anongst wol ves, and because of that, we need to cover one
another with prayer.

Al'l these disciples have raised their own noney to
cover the trip.

Lord, we praise you and we thank you for these
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disciples. W knowthat we will learn nmuch fromthem
Today we | earned from you, good teacher, about what

it means to go into the world, and even though we don't know

where in the world our faith will take us and what our
journeys will be like, the food we will eat, what kind of
people we will neet, you will be there.

You have prom sed us that where two or three of us
gat her around the table you are there in our m dst.

So we ask a m ghty anointing upon these disciples
that will represent the famly of Christ here at Bethany.

We praise you and thank you and we are so grateful
that we can be your famly here at Bethany.

And all of Gods' disciples said Anen.

Wul d you encourage these people that are going into
t he worl d?

(Appl ause)




