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PASTOR VENDA FRY: This weekend we finished the
fifty day spiritual adventure that we began on Easter
Sunday.

That was fifty days ago and we are going to finish
well this norning by tal king about the precious gift of life
that we have in Christ Jesus our Lord.

We have been asking God for the last fifty days to
take the scales away from our eyes and to sharpen our
spiritual eyesight so that we can see God's presence in our
church, and in our honmes, and in our lives, and in our
pl aces of worKk.

We have been asking God to sharpen our spiritual
eyesi ght .

We began this adventure by imagining were Christ to
be bodily present in our sanctuary, how would that change
what we do?

Wuld it change how we sing? Wuld it change what
we put in the offering plate?

We began to think about that and hopefully you have
pi cked up a new spiritual habit.

That was our hope and our prayer; that you would so
notice God's presence in your life it would begin to
transformthe way you talk to others, the things that you
do.

Maybe you' ve devel oped a spiritual habit of
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preparing yourself for worship. That was a suggesti on.

Maybe you have devel oped a spiritual habit of nore
often random acts of kindness than you used to do.

Maybe you have been asking God to put people in
your path so that you can introduce Jesus Christ, your
Savior, to others.

" m hopi ng that you have picked up at | east one new
spiritual habit on this fifty day spiritual adventure,
because we have been praying for you, that your spiritual
eyesi ght would be keen and it woul d be sharpened.

Today we are going to talk about as we practice the
presence of Christ we experience |life at its very best.

And the letter fromPaul to the Ephesians is a
great way to begin.

But | want to start with a question | have for you
t o ponder.

Have you ever | ooked for a book, or a CD, or a tool
maybe in your garage, or a food itemin your pantry, and
just thought to yourself | knowit's in here, | know I
bought that, only to find yourself, after going to the store
and purchasi ng yet another one, com ng back and finding that
i tenf

Has that happened to any one of you? 1It's so
frustrating, isn't it?

Wth Adrian's graduation today | was doing quite a
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bit of preparation in the home this past week and | now have
nore TSP, that's that heavy duty cleanser that you wash wood
with before you paint, | now have nore of that, nore plastic
gar bage bags and nore barbecue sauce than | could ever use
before Christ comes again.

(Laught er)

It's so frustrating, isn't it, when you go out and
you buy sonething and you al ready possess it.

In the letter to the Ephesians Paul wants the
beli evers at Ephesus to realize what they already possess.
That's what his intent is.

So we are going to | ook at that scripture today and
before we do | want to share this introduction to this past
week fromthe fifty day spiritual adventure.

"Life is good when people are confident that they
are loved. Even when things go wong these people feel
secure, because they know they are not al one.

“In his letter to the Ephesian church Paul pushes
this sense of being loved to the ultimte.

"He wants this congregation to grasp just how w de
and | ong and high and deep is the great |ove of Christ.

"The truth is, no better life is possible than that
whi ch Jesus offers his followers.

"Through the centuries Christians have known their

share of pain and heartache, both good and bad, but they
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have al so been conforted in the hard tinmes by the wonderf ul
| ove of Christ, and those who have lived closest to him
woul d passionately testify that, all things being equal, no
better life can be experienced here on earth than the one
lived in close fellowship with the risen Christ."

Those words spoke to ne this week in particular.
Sone of you may know t hat Pastor Mark has been on sabbati cal
since May 1st and will finish at the end of June, and
actually I begin a sabbatical tonorrow.

And | had forgotten this, but when Pastor Mark and
| are both doing the mnistry here, this is howit goes.

If we get a call, we get maybe five or six calls,
we will get together and we'll divide it up.

"Il go and do that, if do you this, and how about
if you do that, and I will do this?

That's how we do it. It's pretty sinple. It's
just plugging the holes wherever they are and doi ng what we
can.

| forgot what it's |like not to have another pastor,
and it's amazi ng how many needs pile up.

It's a large faith conmunity, and so | have had
t hat going, had that on one of the burners.

And then of course with Adrian's graduation the
whol e entire house has to be renodel ed, right?

(Laught er)
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So | took on a renodeling project, and it was funny
| ast night, Adrian says to ne, "Mom how conme you didn't get
t hat done?"

It was sone little tiny picture thing or sonething,
and | just went like this to him (indicating).

The guys had absolutely no idea, because, see, this
Is what was great, they left together, the two guys in ny
life left |ast Wednesday.

They were going to be gone from Wdnesday to
Saturday. | junped this high off the ground.

(Laughter)

Wth everything I had to do, | thought this is
going to be so awesone, because Pastor Mark doesn't thrive
in chaos like I do, so | amnot going to have to clean up
after ny chaos all the tine.

| was really looking forward to it. They were
| eavi ng on Wednesday nor ni ng.

Tuesday night | got a call fromtwo famlies, two
i npendi ng deaths, and | prayed, Lord, please, please, don't
let themdie this week

Now | know that's a very juvenile prayer, it's an
awf ul prayer, and | shouldn't have prayed it, because we as
Christian believers, we believe that death is our ultimte
heal i ng and we teach that and | preach that.

Well, God didn't answer that prayer, so it didn't
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matter, and | had a funeral on Thursday and one on Fri day,
and I was mad about that, | was mad at death, because death
I's such an intruder, not only in nmy life, but in the |life of
those two famlies.

Death had made its way, plowed |ike a bulldozer its
way through, and | hate that.

| absolutely hate how death intrudes in our life,
on all counts, and the only hope that | had, the only thing
| could hold fast to is the fact that God hates death nore
than | do.

That was the only thing that could keep nme going
and | asked the Lord about it all week.

And when | was com ng away fromthe hearse to
putting the casket in on Friday, | wal ked outside and around
to ny office, and it was a beautiful day and the w nd was
just, it's just luck, it was just caressing ny face really.

And it was clear to me in that nmonment. God said,
"Do you understand? Do you understand now?"

And | said, "Yes, | do."

And he said, "I want you to tell the people that."

And | said, "Okay."

Because what he was trying to tell ne, and what he
wanted ne to share with you, is that he didn't know if | was
going to hear it this week, so | think this is what

happened.
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Life is precious. Life. Qur life together in
Christ Jesus is precious.

When we have a nonent with our baby, it's precious.
When we have a nmonment with our contractor in the kitchen and
we are just tal king back and forth, it's life; it's not
getting sonethi ng done.

We have this |life together that is so precious and
we have everything we need as God's precious children.

We have everything we need, we already have, what
we possess, in order to live a full life in Christ Jesus.

And that's what Paul wants to tell the believers at
Ephesus; you al ready possess everything you need to live a
full live in Christ.

Let's go to the scripture and I want to point out
sone things today for you

First of all, it's on page 184, Ephesi ans,

Chapter 1.

The first thing that Paul wants the believers to
grasp, to hold on to, to cling to, is the fact that we
experience life at its best when we grasp the hope. Wen we
hold on to that.

Verse 15. "1 have heard of your faith in the Lord
Jesus and your love toward all the saints.”

Paul has not net themyet, he's witing, but isn't

this awesone? He has heard about that.
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It kind of rem nds me of you guys. | would wite
the same thing. | have heard of your faith.

He | oves the believers at Ephesus, because he has
heard about their faith, and he has heard about their |oving
and caring ways.

And | woul d say the sane thing about the people
here at Bet hany.

And that's why he wants to give thanks to God, so
his prayer is beautiful.

Verse 17, "1 pray that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ may give you a spirit of wi sdomand revel ation as you
come to know him™"

You could put that into a graduation card today, if
you don't know what to wite.

That is beautiful. There is your graduation
nmessage right there.

| pray that you nmay know what is the hope to which
He has called you.

"So that with the eyes of your heart enlightened
you may know what is the hope to which you have been
called.”

Flip back over, Ephesians 1, Verse 4, that's the
hope. W have been chosen. Verse 4 says just as he chose
you.

Qur hope is that we are precious, and we possess
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everything we need for a full and beautiful life in Christ
Jesus.

That is the hope; the fact that we have been chosen
and we are holy and bl anel ess, as the rest of that verse
says.

And then on to the riches of his glorious
i nheritance anong the saints.

We need to grasp the inheritance; the treasures
that are ours for the taking.

So often | think we |ive as though we are not that
preci ous, but we are.

| sai ah 43, "You are precious and honored in ny
sight.™

We forget that we are daughters and sons of the
Ki ng.

We forget that we are really special in Christ
Jesus and to God.

We often don't live as though we have inherited
anyt hi ng, and we need to.

We need to live, we need to grasp and hold on to
the inheritance which is ours in Christ Jesus.

We have riches, and | ook at Verse 3 of Ephesians 1.
This is howrich we are.

"Bl essed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual
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bl essi ng. "

| Iove this passage today. Because we have an
i nheritance. W have everything we need.

|"'mgoing to say it many tinmes over today. W have
everyt hing we need.

We al ready possess it, but we often live as though
we don't possess anything that is to be treasured.

God's treasure chest of grace and | ove and
forgiveness is ours to run our fingers through, daughters
and sons of the King.

We are princes and princesses. W have been given
an inheritance and it gives God great joy when it says there
riches of his glorious inheritance anong the saints.

It gives God great joy to use us to spread his | ove
and his wealth and his riches. He want to use us. It gives
hi m great joy.

Verse 19, he also wants us to grasp the greatness
of his power for us who believe according to the working of
hi s great power.

That word i nmmeasurable, if you have your own Bible
hi ghli ght that, circle that.

| mreasur abl e neans to throw over or beyond. That's
the root word for that.

So what if we read it like that, and what is the

greatness that is thrown over or beyond you?
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That's what God's power is, and when you try to do
t hi ngs on your own you get just absolutely exhausted.

You know that you have called upon God's power when
you say to yourself after you' ve done sonething that you
didn't think you could do, you say to yourself, "I can't
believe | did that."

I f you do that, having asked for God's power in
t hat day, you have to claimthat.

We often |live as though we don't have anything to
claim

When | told one of ny sisters in Christ about God
speaking to ne after |eaving the hearse the other day she
said, "I wish |l could hear things |like that."

| said, "You do. You hear themall the time. All
you need to do is claimthem"”

And | say that to you because, renmenber, we have
been practicing the presence of God.

And when we are physically looking for him it's
just like when | |earned ny trunpet scales ny teacher would
say, "Now tap your foot while you do it."

| said, "Why?"

He said, "Don't ask questions.”

(Laughter)
And then after | had done it a fewtines | realized

that the reason is it's a physiological thing.
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Li ke Pastor Mark taught us a few weeks ago, this
whole life we have is physical.

So we are | ooking around for the presence of Christ
and while we are practicing it, the nore we do it, the nore
we get used to the fact that he's right here with us,
speaking to us, sitting next to us, breathing his life in
us.

We have got to claimit, princes and princesses, we
have to claimit.

We are sons and daughters of the King. W have
this rich, beautiful inheritance and we have the power to
bel i eve.

And that power enables us to defeat our spiritua
enen es.

Do you know what |'mtal king about there? The old
Adam and Eve that tap you on the shoul der and say, "You
don't really believe that, do you?"

Often the old Adam and Eve will get us just when we
are comng up to comrunion, try to get us to | ook at other
peopl e instead of think about the glorious riches of the
forgi veness, always trying to bother us and pull us away
from what we believe.

"You don't really believe that little white wafer
and little dip in that wine or white grape juice is going to

forgive your fat sins, do you?"
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"Yes, | do."

But he's always working, evil is always working
agai nst us.

That's why we've got to claimthe power, and we
have to ask God to fill us with your power, then we can
t hrow over and beyond whatever it is that God is asking us
to do.

We can do it because of his power at work in us.
It enables us to endure suffering.

| f we have asked for that power we are able to
endure suffering, we are able to defeat our spiritua
enem es, and we are able to wtness, we are able to tell
ot hers.

We are able to, |ike we talked | ast week, to
i ntroduce himto others.

At this tinme | want, Mchelle, ny darling, would
you come up here?

And | have asked M chelle to speak to us. She
wote nme an email that said that she would |like to share a
story with her church famly about the power of God at work
in her in LaPaz.

| said, "That will be excellent, because that wll
fit in this week perfectly.”

M CHELLE: Thanks. | know that you have all heard

so much about what goes on in LaPaz and the situation with
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the street children and what we do.

| want to share a story of how God has been wor ki ng
inm life and show ng me how powerful he is.

One of the hardest things that we do, one of the
hardest part of my job is when | have to go to the streets
to find a kid who has left the streets and has returned.

Because just |ike that, that face, how happy are
the faces of the kids in the home, | get to see themlike
that and then they go back to the streets.

And so one night we went to |ook for a kid who had
been off the streets, working, doing really well.

And John had been out there for a couple hours
| ooking for himand | canme and joined him

And we always say that it is an inpossible task to
find a kid in LaPaz, because there's a mllion people,
literally, and we are | ooking for a noving target and we are
a noving target.

So it's only by divine intervention that you are
ever going to neet.

So we always pray that God will guide our feet,
gui de our eyes, show us where this kid is.

We had been | ooking for four hours and you know
what ?

My feet were tired, and ny legs were tired, | was

physi cal |l y exhausted, but | was spiritually exhausted.
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Because | al ways say | have good weeks and bad
weeks and | was in a bad nonth where | just wasn't getting
to see those really great nonents, because there are great
nmonents, but everything was just kind of bad.

| think we both had been through a |lot and things
wer e not goi ng good.

| was wal king along and it was pretty clear we were
getting to the end of our search.

And | just said to God, "You know what? You don't
owe me anything. You don't. You' ve given nme bl essings
beyond what | could ever ask for, but I"mhurting here. MW
faith is alnmpbst gone. | admt it. |I'mjust this close to
just not having any nore faith, or any nore hope."

And | said, "God, | would never ask you to prove
yourself to ne. That's not what | want, but if you could
just do this mracle for me and show ne where this kid is,
then maybe | could believe again that you are really there,
and you are really powerful. But if not, give nme sone faith
somehow. "

And | said all right and | wal ked a half bl ock and
went around this corner and there was this kid and | said,
"That was fast."

(Laughter)
That's good. AlIl right. | was so overjoyed.

was elated and | was filled with hope, really, | just
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t hought that's what |I'mtal king about.

And | went up to this kid and he was j ust
conpl etely high, he barely even recognized us, a kid who is
li ke a son to us, he barely even recogni zed us.

And he didn't want to see us and we sat down and we
tal ked to himand he just said, "I'"malone, |I don't have
anybody, and just |eave ne al one."”

And after an hour he just pushed us away and he ran

away and John ran after himfor a few blocks and he had to

| eave him
And | just started to cry. | said, "God, | don't
get you, you know, | don't get it."

But because he had shown ne that mracle | was able
to say, "You know what? It doesn't matter if I'"mat this
kid's side. | know that when a kid is depressed |ike that
and high he'll probably go cut hinself. He probably will be
unsafe, he will probably be thinking that his life is over."

And | said, "You know what, God? | see now. You
have the power to be with himand | don't have to be at his
side. You are going to take care of himand |I believe
t hat."

And had | not had that prayer and had that nonment
t hat woul d have been it.

And he nust have known that, he really nust have

known that, that would have been it, that woul d have been it
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for ny faith, I admt it.

And | went hone and | started putting on nmy paj anas
and | thought, you know, God is winning this fight, it's
going to be okay, he's got the power, it's going to be okay.

Hal f an hour |ater nmy phone rang and here was this
kid, finally came down off of his high, and didn't even know
where he was, |et alone didn't know he had even seen us, and
he was scared, and he said, "I want to conme hone."

| said, "All right. [1'Il be there a mnute in a
m nute."

And | really saw God's power that day and | want to
share that with you

(Appl ause)

PASTOR FRY: Thank you so much. In Mchelle's
emai| that she wwote to ne she said, "I have truly begun to
understand just how powerful, |oving, conpassionate and
merciful is our God."

And that is key to experiencing life at its best,
isn't it?

To know with certainty, not in every noment of our
day, as Mchelle attested to, but to know with certainty how
merci ful and powerful and all loving our God is.

And as we cl ose today, Verses 20 and 21, there is a
list in there about the magnificence of our God.

And it was actually an early church hym, but God
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put the power to work in Christ when he raised Hmfromthe
dead, that is our Easter faith,

And now He sits at the right hand, Verse 21, far
above all rule and authority and power and dom ni on and
above every nane that has ever been naned.

I n other words past, present, or future. And he
has put all things under his feet, Verse 22, and has nade
Him the head over all things. All things.

Al'l things. Renpdeling. New jobs. Struggles in
marri ages.

God has made Christ the head over all things, in
the fullness of himwho fills all in all.

Al most we would nmiss that very last |little phrase,
but that there shows us the magnificence of our God, and the
m ghty power that we have in H m

And there is the promse; that He fills everyone
and every thing, and we need to claimthat, sons and
daughters of the King, princes and princesses.

We need to hold fast to that hope. W need to hold
fast and run our fingers through the treasures and through
the glorious inheritance which is ours.

We need to appropriate his power and clai mevery
day the magnificence of our Savior.

Let's pray together. God, you are holy and

awesone. We sonetines forget just how powerful and
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1 magni fi cent you are.

2 This world and its suffering is not too big for
3 you.

4 And our problens, our grief, our despair, our

5 tenptations, they are not too big for you to handle.

6 For you teach us in your word today that we have
7 everything in you.

8 You are all in all and we pray today that you would
9 help us to claimour inheritance; to |live as precious

10 children of God, so that we can share that inheritance with
11 this world that you cane to save.

12 Bl ess us, and thank you for this fifty day

13 spiritual adventure. In Jesus's name. Anen.
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