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PASTOR VWENDA FRY: The kids today will be getting a
coupon for a free hot fudge sundae.

You can go in and join them and make one yourself
and the proceeds will go to youth m ssions.

Sonet hing stuck in nmy m nd about being a hot fudge
sundae church and | thought what would that ook like. So we
are going to tal k about that today.

Do you know how the hot fudge sundae cane into
bei ng?

In 1890 a W sconsin nerchant by the nane of Sm sson,
he had a dairy, naturally, it was in Wsconsin, and he nade
ice cream and delivered it on the weekends in his horse and
buggy to surroundi ng people.

But on Sundays, when the famlies had Saturday and
Sunday off, he discovered that the demand for ice cream was
too great for his supply

So they would cone out and go for a little Sunday
drive in their buggy in 1890 and cone and see Sm sson's dairy
and have sone ice cream

And so he figured out a way to stretch his supply
and he cut back on the ice cream and started addi ng chocol ate
sauce and fruits and syrups and it becanme known as the
Sunday, nmkes sense, doesn't it, S-U-N-D-A-Y, of course,
because it happened on Sunday.

And it wasn't until a church person conpl ai ned t hat
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why woul d you associate a delicious treat with the Sabbath?

And so they had to change the spelling. He changed
the spelling fromS-UN-DAY to S-UND A-E

Isn't that sonmething? | love that story. That's
how it canme to be.

There is nothing |like a hot fudge sundae, is there?
W were over at a friend's | ast weekend, | had not heard of
this new product, and | al nbst wasn't going to have an ice
cream sundae, but there's a new product out, kids, you
probably know it, it's called Magic.

You don't warmit up or anything, you don't put it
in the mcrowave, you just take it, shake it up, and squeeze
it right on your ice cream and right before your very eyes it
turns into just a beautiful coating.

And it was so nuch to fun to use that. |It's
sonething we really like, isn't it, that chocol ate and t hat
ice cream fl avor.

It's one of our favorite things, and especially if
we warm up the chocol ate.

There is nothing |like a hot fudge sundae. There is
sonet hi ng about the extrene of the cold and the warm

Qur post nodern culture is in love with extrenes,
it"'s in love with the opposites, and that's why the hot fudge
sundae nmakes a perfect post nobdern desert.

VWhat do | nmean by that? Wat do | nean by this post
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modern culture | oves a hot fudge sundae, |oves a desert that
has extremes, hot and cold in it.

Post nodernismis a termthat is used by soci al
scientists to describe the world in which we I|ive.

It's different than the nmodern world. The nodern
world was like at the turn of century, 1900, 1890, when
Sm sson had his dairy, and 1900 and on into the 20th Century.

The nodern world gradually picked up nodern
conveni ences, like turning the horse and buggy into a car for
exanpl e.

When did Henry Ford do that, history buffs? 1906.
Does everybody agree?

The nodern world, it took a long tine for the horse
and buggy to get to be a car, do you see?

It took a while for the out houses to becone in
houses and for there to be indoor plunbing.

It took a while for soneone to figure out that you
can create a light in a light bulb and that you could turn it
on with a switch

In the nodern world change happened, but it happened
at a slower pace.

In the post nodern world, the world in which we live
t oday, change happens at a breath taking accel erated pace,
and that's what social scientists call, the world in which we

live, they say that's the post nodern world.
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This is a world that is in love with extrenes. It's
not either this, or that, it's both and.

| am going to continue to explain it to you because
it's very inportant to understand what |'m going to say about
the church in the post nodern world.

The post modern world is a world in which, because
of amazi ng technol ogi cal advances and they happen so qui ckly,
we can hardly keep up.

| can say hello to George, and George could travel
to Bemdji, Mnnesota, tonorrow, and | could say hello tho
himas if he was right next door.

This afternoon | could go honme, and if | cal cul ated
the right, I would be able to catch Percy, our exchange son
in Munich, Germany, | would be able to catch himand he woul d
sound |i ke he was right next door.

That's how amazi ng the technol ogi cal advances have
been.

W live in an instant comunication world. The
modern worl d was precell phone, preconputer, but right now
you can just get right on the conputer and you can find out
anything as quickly as you want.

In fact, you can get images on there that you don't
even want to see.

W live in an instant communication, instant

gratification world.
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That's what social scientists call the post nodern
wor | d.

It doesn't nean that the nodern world was bad and
that the post nodern world is good.

There are a | ot of things about the post nodern
wor | d, about the nodern world, that were neither good nor
bad. It just sinply is.

That's why social scientists, futurists, church
growth consultants, speak of the post nodern world and they
say that the church has not adapted well to the post nodern
wor | d.

Just one nore exanple. | want you to understand
this.

The post modern world is a world view of irony or
paradox, if you wll.

We are consuners. W are producing nore and nore
garbage, while at the sanme tine we have an ecol ogi cal
consci ousness that gnaws at us.

| was at a party just yesterday, graduation, and we
were | ooking around trying to find a box to recycle all the
bottles, the pop bottles, the beer bottles, the w ne bottles,
and it was just piling up and piling up.

And then sonebody said they don't take glass in
Omaha.

And a couple of us people that like to be conscious
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about it, we thought they did. W had this conversation
about it.

We are producing nore waste, but we are al so
concerned about ecol ogy and the earth.

So that is what | nean by both ends. W're eating
out nmore, not only at those gut buster restaurants, but also
at restaurants that are really nice.

Especially in western Omha we eat out a lot. Just
go down Center Street, or Dodge Street, Village Pointe, you
wll see how often people eat out.

We are eating out nore and nore and yet we all |ong
to just sit at the table and relax, languish if you wll,
enj oy each other's conpany.

In our congregation in particular we long for this,
because your lives are so busy and you have so many
activities to take your children to.

So in this post nodern world Anericans are in
particular in view, because we are part of a society, we are
the nost overcomm tted, underconnected society in the world.

Overcomm tted, stretched; underconnected to famly,
to friends, to neighbors.

It's just sinply the way it is, and so that is why
social scientists say we live in a post nodern world.

Here is another exanple. W have smaller famli es,

and yet we live in bigger hones.
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Peopl e that deserve those big hones were those
peopl e having fifteen, eighteen kids, do you renenber?

It's amazing. That's the paradox in which we |ive.
It's called the post nodern worl d.

And the post nmodern world is a world that changes
rapidly, whether we like it or not, and the church has not
adapted well to that.

Maybe sonme of you have seen this e-mail about
Christians changing a |ight bulb the Christian way. Have you
seen this?

How many Christians does it take to change a |ight
bul b?

Charismatic, only one; hands are already in the air.

Pentecostal, ten; one to change the bulb and nine to
pray against the spirit of darkness.

Presbyterians, none; lights will go on and off at
predesi gned ti nes.

Roman Cat holic, none; candles only.

Baptists, at least fifteen; one to change the |ight
bulb and three commttees to approve the change and deci de
who brings the potato salad and fried chicken.

Epi scopalian, three; one to call the electrician,
one to mx the drinks, and one to tal k about how nmuch better
the old one was.

Met hodi sts, undeterm ned; whether your light is
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bright, dull, or conpletely out, you are |oved, you can be a
light bulb, turnip bulb, or tulip bulb.

Bring a bulb of your choice to the Sunday |ighting
service and a covered dish to pass.

Uni tarian, we choose not to make a statement either
in favor of or against the need for light bulbs.

However, if in your own journey you have found that
[ight bulbs work for you, you are invited to wite a poem or
conpose a nodern dance about your light bulb for the next
Sunday service, in which we will explore a nunber of I|ight
bulb traditions, including incandescent, fluorescent, three-
way, long-life, and tinted, all of which are equally valid
paths to | um nescence.

Lut herans, none; Lutherans don't believe in change.

(Laughter)

Am sh. \What is a |ight bulb?

It's awesone, isn't it, to laugh at ourselves and to
| augh at the Christian church.

And we have to | augh at ourselves, and we've got to
repent, we really do, because the people that are out in that
worl d that have not got a clue about Jesus, who are on a
difficult path in life and don't know anyt hi ng about Jesus
bei ng an open door, they | ook at sonething |like that, they
| augh and say, yes, there is those Christians again. They

try to save us, they can't agree on anything.
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We | augh about it, and we need to | augh at
ourselves, but that's the truth about the Christians in the
wor | d t oday.

Many people | ook at them and say they can't even
figure it out.

They can't agree on one thing, and that's the world
in which we are living, and it shows all the tine.

Whenever Pastor Mark and | have a wedding, we w |l
get a couple that cone in, one is, in their words, a
recovering Catholic, and another one is a Methodi st and grew
up passi ng dishes, covered dishes to pass.

W will get Jews and Christians and they will wonder
if they can have a rabbi at the cerenony.

W will get a person who has grown up in the Bapti st
church and a person who is famliar with the Mennonite
tradition, or Lutheran tradition.

It happens all the tinme and rather than | anment that,
the Christian church on earth, not just Bethany, but the
Christian church on earth has got to figure out a way that we
can open our arns to that hurting world, because that's what
Jesus wants us to do.

It's not an either/or world anynore. It's not bad,
it's not good, it just sinply is the case.

It's a both and world and Jesus calls us to be the

open door in a world that hurts with all kinds of pain and
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conf usi on.

The other thing that | think we forget about
sonetinmes, especially we are who are in the church, we forget
about how nuch courage it takes to cone through those doors.

You've heard nme say that many tinmes, but when we
cone through the door, it's just a natural thing for nme to
wal k in through a church door.

In fact, | don't have any problem wal ki ng into any
church in the whole world.

| just help nyself, because | just love the church
of God, and | love to go into just about any church, but
that's not the case for a |l ot of people.

And we want to be an open door and a wel com ng door
for the world. That's what Jesus is, and he asks us to be
t he sane.

He says | amthe door in Revelation 3. | stand at
t he door and knock, and if anyone opens to nme, | wll cone in
and eat with him eat with her.

That's Jesus. He wants us to be like him So if
someone conmes to our door and they knock, we are supposed to
open it and eat with them

| saw it on Pastor Mark's face |last week after he
hel ped with the Mdsaic Community Hunger Bus.

| saw in his face how noved he was when that

honel ess person said to him "Thank you so nmuch for letting
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me be here.”

| could see that Mark just hated the thought,
actually, that she would even say that.

And so what he did instead, he said, "No, thank you.
Thank you for being here."

He tal ked to us about our reputation we have out
here in western Oraha

It's not sonething necessarily bad, but we have a
chal | enge.

We have a challenge to be an open door to people who
have hones and people who don't have hones.

That's a real challenge for us and that's what Jesus
says.

Let's go to the Book of Revelation and | ook at the
text alittle bit today and see if we can |earn sonething
else fromGod's holy word with regard to being church with an
open door.

The Book of Revel ation, Chapter 22, Verse 8, the
Book of Revelation is often not preached on, often not talked
about, because it's widely m sunderstood and w dely
m si nterpreted.

A lot of people just ook at it and say | don't get
that, so I'mnot going to read it

And ot her people look at it and say I'mgoing to

figure this out and see if | can find some of these synbols
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and signs in ny day, and that's not too bad, either. That's
a better response than the first one.

But the Book of Revel ation, and any book in the
Bible, really, disciples, you ought to conme to the Bible with
just two questions.

What is this teaching ne about alm ghty God? And
what is it saying to ne about the |love of Christ?

You could ask that question of any passage in the
Bi bl e and you can get sonething out of it.

O a third question mght be, to what hope is this
pointing ne to?

s there any hope or any challenge in this? That
could be a third question.

But al ways we have to come at scripture with what is
this teaching nme about our great God?

And John, Verse 8 of 22, there we get the idea who
is witing the Book of Revelation, or witing the revel ation.

"I, John, am the one who heard and saw these
t hi ngs."

G back with ne to Chapter 1, Verse 9, and we'll get
alittle bit nore about John.

1:9 says, "I, John, your brother who share with you
in Jesus the persecution and the kingdom" there is both and,
"and the patient endurance, was on the island call ed Patnops

because of the word of God and the testinmony of Jesus. | was
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in the spirit on the Lord's day and | heard behind nme a | oud
voice like a trunpet saying wite in a book what you see and
send it to the seven churches.™

So, we get a little bit nore about John. John was a
preacher and basically he was on retreat, doing a little
abi ding on the island of Patnos.

He was on retreat, and he was praying, and he
brought the word of God with himand the Spirit descended
upon himand said wite these things down.

He was given a revelation, or a vision, several of
themin fact, and so we learn a little bit nore about that.

| am planning on do that this week nmyself. This
preacher is planning on taking a little tinme, | don't know
how long | can do, | know I have appoi ntnents on Tuesday and
Thursday and Friday, but |'mhoping to go overnight and to
just take ny Bible and pray, to go on retreat, because God
speaks to us when we pause and | want to be sure as to what
he wants ne to say when | get to Kearney on June 1st, if |
even am cal |l ed upon to speak, but | want to be prepared.

But that's a good thing for any one of us to do, is
to put the |life on pause a second, take your Bible and just
seek the lord and see what he wants to say to you, what
visions he will give you.

John isn't any nore special than you and ne. He was

just willing to take the retreat and he was given all kinds
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of visions.

And he was given seven visions here initially to
each of these seven churches and | just want to point out a
coupl e of things.

In Chapter 2, Verse 2, this is his pattern, he
wites to the church and he tells them sonething that God
told himto tell them

Verse 2. "I know your works, your toil and your
pati ent endurance."”

Junp down to verse 4, "But | have this against you,
that you have abandoned the |ove you had at first."

So to the church at Ephesus he's saying you guys are
grow ng kind of | ukewarm you're cooling off on the |ove that
you have for the Lord Jesus and |I'm not for that.

El sewhere he says you're neither hot nor cold,
you're not a hot fudge sundae, you're |ukewarm and |I am goi ng
to spit you out. That's a tough word to hear.

The chall enge here today is that we are to be alive
in Christ.

W are not to be lukewarm and so that is just one
of the visions.

But | want to point out Verse 7 of Chapter 2, in al
of the visions this is said, it's even said in the scripture
we read in Chapter 22, "Let anyone who has an ear listen to

what the Spirit is saying to the churches.™
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He says that after every single vision.

Now, if we are going to cone at the text today with
the question | suggested, Lord, what are you trying to teach
me? What are you saying to us?

| can't help but think that he's saying to the
churches, not just this church, but the churches in the
Nebraska Synod, and the churches in the world, the
Uni tarians, the Methodists, the Mornons, all those churches
that we read about how to change a light bulb, those
churches, to I et anyone who has an ear listen to what the
Spirit is saying to the churches.

So we want to be about listening to what God is
sayi ng.

Now, go back with nme to Chapter 22, and we get a
little hot fudge sundae stuff here in Verse 12 and 13.

"See, I'mcomng soon," Verse 13, "I amthe Al pha
and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the
end. "

If we are going to be a hot fudge sundae church we
are going to be open to the extrenmes; soneone who believes,
and soneone who wants to believe.

| remenber a young nman wote ne |ast year in the
fall, | think, and said, "I want to thank you for saying that
Bethany is a place for those who believe or who want to

beli eve, because that has finally stuck with nme and | think
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it finally now has stuck on ny brother."
He wanted to thank ne because that was the kind of

perm ssion that that young Christian needed, and | praise God

for that.

But Jesus is on the Alpha and the Orega. |'mfor
t hose who believe and for those who want to believe. |'mfor
t hem

See, we live in a post nodern world, and | grew up
in the church, | love the church, and | grew up | earning how

to believe and behave first and then | could bel ong.

It's not been that many years and Christian churches
still do it.

Peopl e ask ne, "What do | need to do to becone a
menber here?"

They still ask that, and fortunately we've got to
the time and place now where we say you don't have to do
anyt hi ng.

W want you to be, and we want you to feel welcone
here, and we want you to participate here, but npostly what we
want is for you to beconme a disciple, a follower of Christ
Jesus, not a nenber of the church.

It's not a club; it's a kingdom W want you to be
a part of our life together in Christ, which is why we turned
the corner this past year, sharing lives shaped by Christ,

Because Anericans are the nbst overcomm tted,
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under connect ed people to their famly, their friends, and
their neighbors in all the world.

W are fragnented, but we were born with a
connection requirenent, and we have pushed that away, and we
don't live in balance, in rhythmof life.

It's hard for us to do that, but we want to becone a
hot fudge sundae church.

| love Verse 16. "It is I, Jesus, who sent ny angel
to you with this testinony for the churches. | amthe root
and the descendant of David, the bright norning star."”

So many churches need to fling their doors open, and
open their windows and |let the bright nmorning star cone in
and flood the place with Iight and truth.

There are so many churches that are dying, because
they are worried about thensel ves.

And Jesus says I'mthe root, |I'mthe norning star,
open the doors, open the w ndows.

"The Spirit and the bride," and bride here is
church, Jesus is the bridegroom "The Spirit and the bride
say cone."

| love this, don't you?

"And | et everyone who hears say cone, and | et
everyone who is thirsty cone. Let anyone who w shes take the
water of life as a gift."

So wel comng, so inviting, it's so |life-giving.
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need that wel cone.

"' malways failing either nyself, or Mark, ny
husband, or ny children, and sin against the Lord sonetines
with ny nmouth, sonmetinmes with ny thoughts.

| need this welcone. Cone, Wenda, cone.

And if we as a church don't have a door that says
this onit, then we are the nost to be pitied.

Conme, you who are weary and tired of fighting, you
cone.

You who are divorced, you cone.

You who are single, you conme, with 1.3 kids, we
don't care here.

This is a place for all people. |If you are a
recovering Catholic, you cone. Recovering Lutheran, cone.

Let everyone who hears, that's you, say to them out
in the world, cone.

That's what the scripture says. |It's awesone to ne.
" mawe struck by the fact that the scriptures, the Book of
Revel ation, the very end of scripture ends with a welcone, an
invitation that is so life-giving, and so inviting, and it's
for each and every one of us.

Whoever is thirsty. | am

Whoever hungers for reconciliation. | do.

Whoever needs forgiven. That's ne.

| invited two people to cone to ny office on
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Thursday night. | wanted to talk to them together.

| said, "Do you guys renenber when you cane to ne?
You called ne up and asked if we could visit and you cane
about four years ago and you said to ne, are we going to be
wel come here? And | said yes, absolutely.™

"Wl others welcome us? The rest of the people,
are they going to wel cone us?"

| said, "Well, | guess | really can't speak for
them but | sure hope so."

And then they said, "Wenda, then do you renenber
what you said to us?"

| said, "Wat?"

"You said if anybody gives you a problem cone and
talk to me."

| said, "Have they?"

She said, "No, we feel great here, but we do have
friends that are wondering if they are wel cone at Bethany."

| said, "Ch, really?"

"Yes, they want to know, they often tell us, and we
tell them about Bethany all the tinme, and they often say, but
woul d we be wel cone there?"

Are we are going to be a hot fudge sundae church?
Are we going to welcone the single nom find a place for her
anongst our married friends, not single them out.

Are we going to find a place for the recently
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di vorced who is really hurting?

Are we going to find a place for a famly who just
| ost their job?

Are we going to be that welcomng, that |ife-giving?
Are we going to say this is a place for those who believe or
want to believe, bring your questions, we don't have all the
answers, we are all disciples, we are lifelong |earners, we
are all |earning, and we wel cone you here.

| think we've got to be a church that says this is
for people who believe or want to believe

And the reason | think so is because Jesus is the
only one that can unify the tensions we find in the post
noder n wor | d.

Remenber, he's the one who | aughs and cries. He's
the one who is gentle, our gentle Savior.

And yet he gets angry at the tenple people who are
selling in his house, his Father's house.

Renmenber, one m nute he's wal king on water and the
next mnute he's kneeling down in front of his disciples
washing their feet.

He's the one that unifies the tensions in our life.
He is the one that conforts us when the test results are bad
and there is a | oved one on her death bed

And he's the one that gives |ife. He's the one that

was crucified on the cross, and the one three days |ater that
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burst open the door to eternal life for everyone.

Let everyone who has ears to hear hear
the lion and the | anb.

He's the one who has cone, and the one

this. He's

who is

comng, and that is the mssion of the church, is to hold

that bow, if you will, taut, the tension in that

bow t aut .

| need a place of welconme, | don't know about you.

Yes, | do.

| need to know that |I'm wel conme, and that ny

Savior's hands have bled and died for ne.

| need that, and to that end we have to open the

doors, pray about being a open door.
Thank you, Jesus, bright norning star,

lives.

root of our




