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PASTOR MARK FRY: Let's |look at Matthew 9 together.
W're in a discipleship series that is based on sone spring
pl anti ng.

We have | ooking at sone parables that Jesus used.
Jesus uses parables to each about the Kingdom

A parable is something that has a truth beyond
itself.

If you take it literally, you' re not going to catch
t he nmeani ng.

There's the kingdom of God is |ike a guy who sowed
seed. Big deal.

But if we think about that beyond itself, oh, sow ng
seed, that's what the kingdomis I|ike.

But Jesus uses this teaching nethod, and what we are
going to do is we are going to look in on the 9th Chapter of
Mat t hew.

We have four Gospel witers, that neans good news
witers, four different people, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

Matthew is the first sequentially and in the 9th
Chapter we are going to pluck out this passage, but then I'm
going to show you the context it is taken from because a
text out of context can oftentinmes be a con. Let's |ook at
Matt hew 9, begi nning at Verse 35.

"Then Jesus went about all the cities and vill ages,

teaching in their synagogues, and proclaimng the good news
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of the kingdom and curing every di sease and every sickness.

"When he saw the crowds, he had conpassion for them
because they were harassed and hel pl ess, |ike sheep without a
shepherd.

"And then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is
plentiful, but the | aborers are few Therefore, ask the Lord
of the harvest to send out |aborers into his harvest."

"Then Jesus sumoned his twel ve disciples and gave
them authority over unclean spirits, to cast themout, and to
cure every di sease and every sickness.

These are the names of the twelve apostles. First,
Sinmon, al so known as Peter, and his brother Andrew, Janes,
son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Phillip and
Bart hol omew; Thomas, and Matthew the tax collector; Janes,
son of Al phaeus, and Thaddaeus; Sinon the Cananaean, and
Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him

"These twel ve Jesus sent out with the foll ow ng
i nstructions:

"Go nowhere anong the Gentiles, and enter no town of
the Samaritans, but go rather to the | ost sheep of the house
of Israel.

"As you go, proclaimthe good news, the kingdom of
heaven has cone near.

"Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the |epers,

and cast out denons. You received w thout paynent; give
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w t hout paynent."

We' || pause here and hopefully learn sone things and
then return to that text a bit.

So now that you have the scriptures there in your
hearts and in your hands, backtrack just slightly with ne and
take a | ook at Matthew s Gospel fromthe begi nning.

Matt hew 1 has this amazi ng geneal ogy of Jesus. In
ot her words, we see all of the people that birthed other
peopl e sequentially until the birth of Jesus, and that's
Matt hew 1, and they are setting the stage for Jesus being
born. We |earn about Joseph in Matthew 1.

And then in Matthew 2 we hear the Christnas story
and we hear about this danger elenent that is going on, this
dangerous el enent that the baby Jesus and his famly need to
flee and so they go to Egypt, they are saved and they cone
back.

And then in Matthew 3, we knowi ng nothing of Jesus'
life except for his infancy, and now we hear of his baptism

He's a full grown adult, probably 29 or 30 years
ol d, and John the Baptist is making a ripple effect on the
wor |l d, and Jesus then goes to John the Baptist and is
bapti zed and he's led into the wilderness in that third and
fourth chapter.

So really not a |ot is happening yet, you m ght say,

and yet so very nuch i s happening.
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He's led out into the wilderness for forty days and
Jesus is battle tested.

The devil tenpts himin that w | derness experience
and he cones back and then he begins his mnistry.

He's preaching and healing at the end of that fourth
chapter.

And then at the very beginning of the fifth chapter
we notice the |longest sernon in the Bible, chapters five, siXx
and seven is the Sernon on the Munt.

The point being Jesus has not done a whole | ot yet
really.

He's still is very young in his mnistry, he has
called the twelve to be with him

They have been wat chi ng hi m doi ng sone heal i ng.

They have heard his preaching, Matthew 5, 6 and 7

He cones down fromthe nmountain, it says in Chapter
8, Verse 1.

And then we see him doing sone nore mracul ous
t hi ngs.

We see himcuring people and we see himforgiving
sins now. He's added another realmto his mnistry.

He's recruiting his followers and he's teaching
t hem

That | eads us all the way through the 9th chapter to

the very end of the 9th chapter.
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My poi nt being Jesus has probably only had these
disciples with himfor a brief period of tine.

But they've seen a |lot, three chapter sernon, a | ot
of healings, a lot of mracles, sone forgiveness.

And then when we zoomright into our text then, we
need to know that the disciples have been watchi ng Jesus, and
t hey have been wal king with Jesus, and they have been
listening to Jesus for however long a period of tinme that
was.

And they conme upon this crowd that we notice then in
the 9th Chapter, beginning at the 35th Verse.

That's where we entered our story. Jesus went about
all of the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues,
procl ai m ng the good news of the kingdom and curing every
di sease and every sickness.

And when he saw the crowds, he had conpassi on on
t hem because they were harassed and hel pl ess, |ike sheep
w t hout a shepherd.

Qut of conpassion for the cromd Jesus wll send the
cal | ed.

It is very inportant that you notice who is harassed
and hel pl ess, because it isn't the disciples.

They have been wal king with himand living their
lives with himfor however |long a period of tinme, we don't

really know, but when Jesus sees the crowd, Matthew says he
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had conpassi on on them because they were harassed and
hel pl ess.

That's what a crowd | ooks |ike, harassed and
hel pl ess, but that's not what a disciple |ooks Iike.

So there is a very interesting distinction that is
drawn t hen.

| was doing a little bit of fun research this week
in a Bible comentary and it was tal king about the G eek word
for harass.

| love that word harass. There are tinmes when
feel harassed, or | think | do.

Har assed, you know, it's just a brutal word, but
here is the G eek word, the harassed and hel pl ess reference
are weak translations of the Greek into English.

Wth both verbs witten in the passive tense, they
mean that the crowmd has been flayed or skinned.

They are harassed and hel pl ess. They are just cut
open.

| have a friend who was raised on the farm and
sonetimes he uses the word, |I'mjust shell ed.

It's like a piece of corn that has just been
shel | ed, just cut open.

That's what the Greek word is. They are flayed
open. They are just gutted, is really what he's saying here.

More than literally it nmeans that they are
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prostrated, they are akin to being wounded.

The crowds are in such dire condition because they
have no | eadershi p, he says.

That's what nakes a person gutted. No | eadership.
They are |i ke sheep without a shepherd; a body w thout a
head.

So that's an interesting notion, that harassed and
hel pless is not just |I've had a bad day, it's nore than that,
and then to look into it, it says Jesus had conpassion on
t hem

Jesus had a deep visceral response to people who are
portrayed as damaged goods.

Confronting the consequences of failed | eadership,
he declares it's tine to gather up the broken lives of these
people for a harvest.

Jesus' experience of conpassion, it says he's noved
w th conpassion, is sonething that happens to hi mway down in
the pit of his stonmach, the commentary says.

The root of the m ddl e passive verb for this neans
into his vital organs and bowels. That's how deep his
conpassion is.

So, in other words, Jesus can't watch the evening
news wthout getting sick to the pit of his stomach, because
he sees the crowd harassed and hel pl ess.

That's how deeply he's noved when he sees people
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that aren't in his discipleship group

It alnmost kills him In fact, it will. The story
will play out.

To be noved with conpassion is to be churned to the
very core of one's physical being, to one's guts and all in
the G eek.

He's filled with conpassi on because he saw t hese
peopl e that were harassed and hel pl ess, nmuch nore than
intellectually acknow edgi ng or enotionally feeling the
suffering of the crowds, Jesus is described in terns of
having a sematic connection to what these people are going
t hr ough.

You've said been there, done that. |In Jesus' case
he's really been there, really done that, into the pit of his
gut .

He longs for the people that don't know who he is.
He undergoes an intersubjective internal invasion of their
suffering and he is conpelled by God to do whatever it takes
to alleviate it.

Isn't that a cool way to | ook at that text?

So he sees these people that are harassed and
hel pl ess, and i nstead of going, okay, time out, disciples, |
want you guys to go over here and have a little picnic while
| go out and take care of all these people, what does he do?

He sends them That's a little different kind of a
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notion here, but here is the deal.

They are harassed and hel pl ess, but the disciples
are not harassed and hel pl ess; the crowd is.

Not only is a disciple not harassed and hel pl ess,
but they are al so not powerl ess.

We see this then in Chapter 10, Verse 1. He sees
the situation of the crowd. He calls his disciples over.

Then Jesus summoned his twel ve disciples and he gave
them authority over unclean spirits, to cast themout, and to
cure every di sease and every sickness.

He gave them authority. He doesn't call the
qualified; he qualifies the call ed.

And he gives them an unending, limtless supply of
hi s guts.

And he equi ps them and he says, okay, you guys have
been wat ching nme preach, teach, heal, forgive, it's your
turn, and he throws themthe key to the car. It's your turn
to drive.

Those are what the disciples are invited and
encouraged to do.

And | don't know if you're anything |ike me, |
suspect nmaybe you are, but you're kind of going, all right,
|"ve heard a little bit of this stuff about being a disciple,
and ' mon that boat, | think, |I've got ny doubts once in a

while, | can go with the disciple thing, | want to be a
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| earner, but to be a doer? An apostle?

The Greek word apostle nmeans sent one. Oh, no, no,
time out, I'mnot qualified, I'"'mnot worthy, that stuff that
Jesus did, and maybe twel ve sel ect people, but then when we
read the story closely in Luke 10 he sends out 70 and he
gives them the sanme exact thing.

And when we read this story in the Gospel of Mrk he
sends themout in teans of two.

So you don't have to do it alone, but we need to
|l ook at a real interesting concept that a lot of us |ose and
mss and, | don't know, | think it's the eneny's grasp on our
culture, and it's the eneny's grasp on our churches, but if
you | ook at 1st Corinthians 1, God doesn't call the
qualified, he qualifies the call ed.

And sone people will go, you and pastor Wenda are
the only two that are called, and sonme of us used to think
that way, and part of it was control, part of it was ego, and
part of it was just plain stupidity and deception to think
that only people who go to school get called; that people who
go and get ordained are call ed.

But notice what Paul wites in 1st Corinthians 1,
begi nning at Verse 26.

He's witing to people in a church and they don't
have any pastors.

"Consi der your own call, brothers and sisters. Not
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many of you were wi se by human standards, not many of you
were powerful, not many of you were of noble birth. But God
chose what is foolish in the world to shanme the w se; God
chose what is weak in the world to shane the strong. God
chose what is |ow and despised in the world, things that are
not, to reduce to nothing things that are."

Here is the key worse.

"So that one m ght boast in the presence of God. He
is the source of your life in Christ Jesus."

What we have been |led to believe is it's about
sel f-esteem

What that specifically says is consider your own
call, but as you consider your own call, you have to realize
that it's not you; it's the one who called you.

"He is the source of your life in Jesus Christ, who
became for us wi sdomfrom God, and ri ghteousness and
sanctification and redenption, in order that, as it is
witten, let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord."

So, in other words, what is happening is when we
start having those default feelings of |I'm harassed and
hel pl ess and worthl ess, God has us right where he wants us,
because then he can work with us.

And | can only imgine these disciples that are
goi ng al ong and he goes, all right, you guys have seen this

stuff, now you are going to go do this stuff.
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And if they are a good Lutheran group, or whatever,
they're li ke no way, you guys do that, Sinon and Thaddaeus,
Matt hew, you guys go, we'll sit this out.

But notice he even has Judas doing it. He doesn't
say, okay, everybody but Judas get in line, we are going to
send you out.

My take on that is he sends themout two by two, and
whoever was with Judas did a really good job, he was a real
good team pl ayer, and they go out and mracul ously it works.
The operating system worKks.

As we read, it's on-the-job training they have been
havi ng, on-the-job learning as disciples, Jesus says, okay,
it's your turn to drive, but you're not going to have to
drive alone, I'll have a partner for you, I'll have a
t eamat e.

But also in Mark 6 and 7 he sends them out two by
t wo.

Also in Matthew 28 he sends them out. He says go
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing themin the name
of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and, lo, I amwth you
al ways.

You're not doing this by yourself. You m ght feel
sonetinmes |ike you' re harassed and hel pl ess or hopel ess, but
you never are.

Remenber John 14? | wll not |eave you orphaned.
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I n other words, the work you're doing is not your
work, it's my work, and you can do it. You can do it.

In fact, you nust do it. If you don't do it, it
won't get done.

It's interesting, |'mat the age in ny life where |
have to do sone doctor stuff now, |I'mover fifty, so you kind
of get the fifty thousand mle checkup and all that.

| had the first stage of that |ast week and | have
the other things scheduled for June 11th.

|"'mready to wite it on ny calendar in red ink,
where | get to spend the night drinking the go lightly stuff
and have ny insides | ooked at.

That gives ne a new understandi ng of that G eek word
of Jesus' conpassion for nme; the deep into the bowels, as it
wer e.

But it's interesting, isn't it, because human
agenci es, they run us through all kinds of different
screeni ng processes, and we've put a lot of that on the
church, are they good enough.

But these agencies, | read a great quote, it said
they will screen you out, cut you out, delete your file,
reject your application, they won't give you the tinme of day,
or else they will just nake you wait.

I n other words, they go by the nunbers, but God goes

by the book instead of the nunbers.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

15

And t he book says if you are baptized, and if you
bel i eve, you are a follower, a disciple, and an apostle.
You're not a pew potato. You're sent.

It's kind of |ike the graduates. You're graduates,
now get out there and do it.

And | used to kid our kids when they were younger,
it was back in the day when that Karolyi guy was the coach of
the Aynpic team and that girl that broke her ankle was doing
the vault thing the year America won all the golds in the
summer A ynpics, her nane was Kerri Strug, and | renmenber
Coach Karolyi, "You can do it, Kerri. | believe in you," and
he had that broken English accent.

That's what Jesus is saying. You can do it.
believe in you.

And what he says in John 14:12, and you wll be able
to do it if you believe in ne.

It's cool stuff. The forgiveness. The healing.

| look at the graduates and | get teary eyed because
sone of that has al ready happened in the lives of this senior
class in Elkhorn, the healing.

And |'m crazy enough to believe part of it was
rai sed fromthe dead, shouldn't be alive, shouldn't be
functional, and yet a whole |ot of people, you see, were
| eaning in on Jesus and that prom se for healing, and it

happens, you see?
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There is a great quote from Romans 5:8, a slight
rendition of it is while we were yet suffering froma
pre-existing condition, Christ died for us.

While we were suffering, Jesus entered into our
suffering in the nost dramatic of ways and died for us.

It's interesting, because not only does Jesus die
for our pre-existing condition, but he also |lives with
conpassion in the presence of our suffering.

He can't watch the evening news and keep eating his
food. It makes himphysically sick.

And yet we have gotten so used to it that there is
almost a little denonic thing in us that makes us want to
wat ch nore of it.

| used toreally like this CSI show on TV. | think
it's the highest rated show on TV on Thursday nights.

Wenda asks ne, "How can you watch that show? | just
can't watch that show "

Part of nme wants to say, "Oh, cone on, it's just a
TV show. "

But what | |earned | ast night, we were watching the
Suns gane and we shifted over and for sonme reason CSI was on
and it was really kind of grotesque.

Wenda said, "I don't know how you do it. | can't do
this."

" mgoing to challenge nyself and I'm going to quit
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doing it.

Why do | need to see that stuff? And why have |
gotten so callous that it does not bother ne?

| don't need to see the inside of some guy's
stomach, some guy's bullet wounds and all that and just get
real clinical and look at it, this nust be the path the
bull et took, and isn't that cool.

Then we want to go to the next level, that was cool,
now I 'Il go to another scary nmovie, and I'll go to another
scary novie, and another scary novie, when the scariest novie
| watch is the 5:30 news.

We see that stuff, but we have gotten so call oused.
That's not the way Jesus is wred.

When he sees it, his guts churn, and what does he do
about it?

He enters into it and he sends those who believe in
himout into the mdst of it and he says cure it, heal it,
pray into it, preach into it, cast it out.

He doesn't say just sit and watch it, because what
wi Il happen is you'll get anesthetized to it.

The great physician won't be able to work with you
because you have too much anesthetic in you.

Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the |epers,
cast out denons.

You received w thout paynent, now give w thout
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paynent .

That's the best theology you' re going to find right
t here.

I n other words, you can't buy, nopney doesn't buy
what | give you, so you can't dare charge for it, and he
tells all of them all twelve.

An anonynous journal | have has a great quote in it.
It says God does not expect us to clean up our act before we
can worthy to approach himor receive his |ove.

I f you have a grief-broken heart because of the |oss
of a loved one, it's covered under the policy that Jesus
provi des.

If you are a drug addict, crack head, junkie, that's
covered, too.

I f you are mani c-depressive, or chemcally
dependent, those are covered.

If you are a sex addict who can't get enough of
por nography or prostitutes, that's covered, too.

| f you have a ganbling addiction or an al cohol
addiction, it's covered.

If you are in an unfaithful relationship with
soneone who i s not your spouse, that's covered, too.

Per haps you don't have major issues |ike these to
deal with in your life, but maybe your life just feels a

little bit conplacent or enpty.
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An empty life is also covered. No questions asked
by Dr. Jesus.

He doesn't run you through a bunch of qualifications
to get in this room

He doesn't keep you waiting in the waiting room He
doesn't delete your file.

He wel cones you into his enbrace, Dr. Jesus, and
then, you see, he's got a whole staff of people that work
with him 12, 70, all of us, teaching, proclaimng, curing.

John 14:12, the one who believes in ne wll do the
works | do, in fact will do greater works than these.

Sonme of us have seen sone of themand it just
buckl es your knees when you see them

It's the nost wonderful thing in the world.

Heal i ng, proclaimng, curing, casting out, raising,
cl eansi ng.

| think it's inportant for us to renmenber that it is
al ways the crowmd that is harassed and hel pl ess.

And | get quite tired with people who kind of take
on the posture of the crowd, this victimthing, and they
cl aimdiscipleship, but they're just kind of not only is
there an unworthiness, but there's kind of this thing that
gets in there of poor nme, |I'mso hel pl ess and harassed.

One of the ways out of that is to be sent, but

notice it's interesting because disciples and apostles are
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sent, but they are not spent.

There's going to be those tines. | feel harassed at
different tinmes, and |'ve felt hel pl ess.

But it's interesting, isn't it, in the twelve step
program nostly the first step towards help is to admt
hel pl essness and powerl essness. | can't do this.

When you do that, God has you right where he wants
you.

So we have this wonderful thing, occasionally
harassed, but never hel pl ess or hopel ess.

| want to do sonmething at the end of the nessage
today that ties this in.

| intentionally canme back here when the parents and
the graduates were up here, because | wanted to |look into the
eyes of the parents.

And | noticed sone of you parents when you were
doi ng that bl essing you closed your eyes so that you didn't
cry.

| have a son who graduated from high school two
years ago.

Sonme of the experiences he had in his |ife have made
me cry.

And sonme of the experiences that these graduates
will have will make you cry, if you only knew everything

about where they are going.
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I f you don't feel hel pless, you should, but that's
not a bad thing.

To be hel pless and powerless is to be right where
God wants you to be

And then, you see, we can give themover to God, and
SO you were doing a blessing on your Kkids.

| would invite anybody who has as a parent felt
hel pl ess, or harassed, raise your hand, at one tinme or
anot her, harassed by the kid that you' re graduating maybe.
Hel pl ess. Good. Thanks be to God.

What we want to do is we want to send sone apostles
out to pray with sone of you parents, and so how can we do
this best, Pastor Wenda?

Can we have the apostles cone first, or the parents
cone first, so that we can pray for you, because, believe ne,
if you don't feel helpless now, there will be those tines
when they go to those coll ege canpuses and when you don't
know everything that is going on, and |'ve heard the whole
deal that ny kids tell ne everything.

My kids are nmy best friends. You maybe need to do
some work on that. You are the parent; they are the child.

We're all disciples and apostles and we need to | ean
into this grace that we have of praying for each other and
curing sone of this stuff.

PASTOR VENDA FRY: |I'm kind of stuck on that thing




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

22

you said earlier about out of conpassion for the crowd Jesus
sends the call ed.

So I'mthinking the apostles cone up, bless them
and then during "Beautiful One" they go out and pray for the
har assed.

If there are sone apostles that would be willing to
be sent out to the parents today and | ay a hand of bl essing
on them they already did that for the kids, but they need
it.

Wul d you be willing to cone up and we'll bless you
and then during the song you can go out in twos, nmaybe bring
a partner.

PASTOR MARK FRY: It is being sent, and you don't
have to be spent

PASTOR VWENDA FRY: As you can see, we need all the
hel p we can get, we conpletely forgot about the gifts that
t he graduates shoul d get.

So we are going to ask a blessing upon these and
during the song they will turn and just raise your hand if
you want a bl essing.

They wll pray for your and your graduate, or if you
are just a nom and dad today who aren't going to be able to
seed your kids and you feel a little hel pless about that,
they will pray for you as well. Let's bless these apostles.

Thank you, Lord, for your word today that tells us
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that the harvest is plentiful but the |aborers are few
Thank you for your word that challenges us as your
di sciples to consider our call and to go out and to relieve
t hat conpassion that you feel in your gut, Jesus, for us, to
be a part of that conpassion in this world, and we are
t hi nki ng of the parents of the graduates today, Lord.
We know they mght feel a bit helpless, a bit
enotional, and we ask that you would work m ghtily through
t hese apostles right now as they go out to |ay hands of
bl essi ngs upon these parents.
May you increase our faith as we do this, Lord. W

want to becone your disciples, through Christ. Anen.




