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BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
MAY 7, 2006
ELKHORN, NEBRASKA

PASTOR WENDA FRY
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PASTOR VENDA FRY: W are beginning a new worship
series today through the nonth of May called "May Day- May
Day" and May is fraught with activity for famlies.

| ' ve got a basket on ny counter next to ny mcrowave
that is alnost full of wedding invitations and graduation
announcenents and invitations.

So | know that many of you have a sim |l ar basket and
it's just that tinme of year.

It's that tine to celebrate, and it's fraught with a
ot of activity and sonetines it gets a little stressful

So our thought was instead of sending out a distress
signal that we could talk about living with [ove and tal k
about the peace that Jesus gives that the world cannot give.

The text that | read today is Jesus is sitting at
the table in the upper roomwth his disciples.

That farewell discourse, as | nentioned when | was
reading it, is not found in any other part of the Bible, not
in any of the other gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke.

So it's unique to John, and it's a beautiful body of
material, because Jesus is taking care.

He's taking care with his disciples, and he is
telling themthat he is going to give thema signal, a sign,
if you will.

When he | eaves he will send the "S" Factor, is what

| would like to call it today, the Holy Spirit, because he
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was telling them as they sat at the table together that he
was about ready to wal k through a door that was going to be
closing and they couldn't follow him at |east not yet.

And so in the mdst of telling them those
frightening things, and we'll look at that in a few nonents,
and we know they are frightening because they asked all Kkinds
of questions, and he spends tine with them |oving them and
answering their questions, as any good rabbi, any good
teacher, would do.

And he says to them|I'mgoing to go through this
door and it's going to close behind nme and you can't go
there, at |east not now.

But I'"mgoing to ask the Father to send a signal,
the "S" Factor, an advocate, a hel per.

| like to think of it as a screen door. You have a
ni ce screen door and you open up the netal door, or wood
door, whatever kind of door you have, in blows that beautiful
spring air

And t oday when you | eave the canpus, breathe it in.
It's such a great air.

We have such great sweet air here in Nebraska.
notice that every time | travel.

It's just a little bit sweeter. It really is. |
don't know if it's the corn or what, but it's sweet air, so

breat he that in.
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What Jesus is promsing his disciples is, yes, there
is going to be a closed door, but |I'mprom sing you a screen
door, where ny breath, ny life, can cone in and give you help
and strength and confort.

So in the mdst of things that are frightening, he
is telling them prom sing them sone help.

Last Tuesday evening | had the privilege, | was
invited to be a guest at a concert in Wahoo, Nebraska.

Now, | thought this was a fictitious place until I
moved to Nebraska, and it's actually just down the road for
those of you who aren't from Nebraska and don't know about
it.

Pam Nygren has lived in WAhoo, Nebraska, for fifty
years.

She doesn't live there now She lived fifty years
of her life in Wahoo.

| have driven through Wahoo, but | have not ever had
this experience.

So we are driving, it's a beautiful spring evening,
| ast Tuesday evening, we are driving over there and she's
saying, "Right down there is the house that | grew up in.

Just down that road is where the farmwas."

We get into Wahoo and she said, "That's where ny

sister lives and ny nom|ives down the street. That's where

Brad and | lived when we were first nmarried, and | went to
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7th grade in that old building. Dd you know, Wnda, that
used to be Luther College in Wahoo?"

| said, "No. That old building used to be Luther?"

She is giving ne a history | esson.

The concert was at the elenmentary school, and she
knew | would enjoy it, it's the Dallas Brass.

They are fanous, they're a quintet and they're just
excellent and | thought how in heck did they get to Wahoo?

It turns out the guy who founded the group, his
mot her is from Omha, so they had a Nebraska connecti on.

Anyway, we get to the street right outside the
el ementary school and there are cars everywhere.

' m thinking wow, the whole town is turning out for
this event.

And Pam rolled down her w ndow, because there is a
par ki ng attendant, and the parking attendant calls her by
name.

"H , Pam how are you doi ng?"

And |' m goi ng wow.

And we get out of the car and we're wal ki ng across
the parking lot, people are going, "Pam" and she's calling
out, "H," | can't renmenber the nanes now, but she's calling
out their names, "How are you?"

And we get into the elenentary school and it was

like | was with a celebrity.
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Everybody knew Pam and Pam knew everybody. She
woul d | ook across and she would say there is so and so. It
was unbel i evabl e.

And | kind of came to, | thought this is small town
Anerica, this is what it's |ike, where people know your nane,
and you know where everybody |ives, and you know nore than
that even, right?

But that sense of bel onging, that sense of identity,
that small town feeling of soneone knows ny nane, they're
calling out ny nane, | belong here, this is honme to ne,
intimacy, identity, belonging, |ove, that's what so many
people get fromliving in a small town.

And those are the things that the human spirit
craves, aren't they?

W want soneone to know our name. W want sonmeone
to call out.

It feels good when soneone says, "Hey, Wnda," that
sense of belonging, that sense of soneone else |oving us,
that sense of intimacy and identity, those are things our
human spirit craves.

But do you know that not even a snmall town, not even
the feel of a small town or that experience can deliver the
ki nd of closeness that Jesus, our Lord, can deliver.

And that is what he's telling his disciples in the

text for today.
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| invite you to take out your Bibles and let's have
a |l ook at that.

There are sone things | noticed this tine as | was
preparing the nmessage that | had not seen before, and maybe
you'l'l pick up sonmething as well.

Jesus is at the table with his disciples. [It's his
farewel | discourse and he is telling his disciples that he
knows that their spirits crave intinacy.

And he knows that they have enjoyed being with him
for the last three years

And he can tell that they're getting upset because
he's telling them that he's goi ng away.

It begins at Verse 31 in Chapter 13. "So when he
had gone out," neaning Judas |Iscariot to betray Jesus, then
Jesus starts discourse and that's where it begins, in 13:31
and it goes through 17:26, a beautiful body of text. It's
just beauti ful.

But you can tell that the disciples are frightened,
because, | ook at Verse 36.

"Sinmon Peter said to him "Lord, where are you
goi ng?"

"Jesus answered, "Where | am going to go, you cannot
follow nme now. "

But where, Lord, where are you going? Wat are you

t al ki ng about ?
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| mean, they have been through this before. This is
what is always amazing to ne.

But this really shows to nme how our human spirit
|l ongs to have cl oseness, longs to have intimcy, longs to
have identity, to be known by soneone, because they are
wor ri ed.

Chapter 14, Verse 2, Jesus answers back with a
questi on.

"I'f it were not so, would | have told you that | go
to prepare a place for you?"

He's being a |oving parent here, or a |loving ol der
brot her, actually.

Renmenber what | told you? So he's answering back
Wi th questions, but they are not consol ed.

In Verse 5 Thomas says, "Lord, we don't know where
you are you going. How can we know the way?"

In Verse 8 Phillip says, "Lord, show us."

They are concerned, and Jesus is answering their
questions, and that's where we cone in.

Today's text is Verse 22, Judas Thaddeus is asking
him "Lord, howis it that you will reveal yourself to us and
not to the world?"

And Jesus answers him "Those who love nme will keep
my word, and ny Father will |ove them and we will cone to

t hem and make our hone with them™
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So after these questions that clearly reveal that
the disciples are frightened, he pauses and he | oves them and
he conforts them and gives them these words.

And so | want to | ook at these words that he gives
just a little bit.

When he says, "Those who love ne will keep ny word,"
that word right there, "word", that's not |ike a commandnent;
it's not like a specific teaching.

It's a fat word. The word is logia and it neans a
| ot of things.

It nmeans, what he's really saying, is it's not about
like just keeping the commandnents, it's not about |ike
obeying certain things that Jesus says to do; it's a way of
life, is what he's saying, because |love, this love, this word

| ogi a, keep ny word, keep ny logia, neans live with | ove,

really.

In all of your actions, in all of your attitudes,
live with love. 1In everything you do and say, do it with
| ove.

| Iike how The Message Bible in Colossians 3, it
tal ks about | ove being an all purpose garnent.

Put on | ove and never be without this all purpose
gar ment .

| love that inmge, go ahead and put on other things,

but dress in the wardrobe God picked out for you, nunber one,
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10

that you wear |ove as an all purpose garnent.

| love the way that is said, but that's what Jesus
is saying here.

It's not about just keeping the commandnents and
bei ng focused; it's fluid.

This mandate is fluid. It applies to al
situations, all nations, all hearts, all famlies, al
relationships. Live wwth love is what he's saying in that

And this is the part that | wanted to point out to
you.

In Verse 24, first of all Jesus says if you |love ne,
and you live with love, and you | ove one another, ny Father
and I will conme to you, and we'll make our hone with you.

That's what we want. That's what every human spirit
desires, is to be at honme somewhere, where sonmeone knows our
name and calls it out and | oves us even though we've done
sonet hi ng or not done sonet hing.

That's what every human spirit craves and Jesus

knows that, so these are words of confort for the disciples.

He says I'Il nake nmy honme with you, and not only ne,
but the Father will make his home with you.
But then | ook at Verse 24. "Whoever does not |ove

me does not keep ny words; and the word that you hear is not
mne, but is fromthe Father who sent ne."

What Jesus is saying, he's clear here, those who do
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not live with [ove, those who do not |ove others, as | |ove
them | won't make a home with them

That's what it says. That was sonething | had
m ssed before and | wanted to point that out.

Now, it's hard to | ove sonetines, and Jesus says
what good is it if you |love those who | ove you?

Anybody can do that, but |I want you to | ove those
who don't | ove you.

So this is for everyone in every situation, every
time and place, and every heart.

It's a fluid word. It's a fluid mandate.

So we have help, we know it's hard, and that's what
| | ove about 25.

He prom ses it twice. Junp back up to Verse 16.
"And | will ask the Father and he will give you anot her

advocate to be with you forever. This is the spirit of

truth.™”

Verse 25 and 26, "I have said these things to you
while | amstill here, but the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
whom t he Father will send in ny name, will teach you

everything and rem nd you of all that | have said to you."

In other words, we have help, and | |ike the words
that he gives us: Advocate, hel per, counselor. Conforter is
anot her one.

Fromthe Amplified Bible, which I sonetines like to
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read, there are these two, which are awesone, strengthener

and stand- by.

He will stand right alongside of us. He wl
strengthen us and he will strengthen what we have known, what
we have heard, he'll strengthen that in us so that we can do

what he asks us to do.

It's kind of cool, because he asks us to do
sonet hing and then he gives us the neans to do it.

Because he says | don't want to | eave you al one, |
don't want to | eave you orphaned, and he's trying to help
t hem understand that, yes, this has been great and
everything, and |I've enjoyed it, too, being with you for the
| ast three years, but I'monly one person.

So if the Father sends the Spirit, then ny spirit
can be in everyone and it can be in all the world.

It can be in you. That's the prom se. The Holy
Spirit is for all of us, so that we can know the | ove of
Jesus Christ right inside of us and right beside us as the
stand- by, and as the strengthener.

| don't know if you have seen the spring issue of
"The Jar", the article on the front page of "The Jar", it
cones through email and it's on the web site.

"The Jar" is an outreach tool at Bethany. [It's not
necessarily about inside comrunication, and we are working on

that, by the way, we are working on that one.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

13

The council |eaders just net yesterday. W know
that it's inportant that you know what is going on inside
this church.

W want to be in balance with our worship, with
peopl e inside the church, but also people outside.

Jill was hired to do outreach, and she puts out a
Bet hany publication called "The Jar".

And she interviewed Teri GOsbon-Kitzel man, our
current director of admnistration, and her title is "God Is
At Wrk On Us, Tine To Be N ce".

Teri wites, "My nomgrew up on a farm near Howells,
Nebraska, with nine brothers and sisters and many cousins.

"Grandma Sophie always told the kids, be nice to
each other. That was how they were raised."”

She wites, "What a pearl of w sdom "

And then sonething that kind of surprised ne as |
was reading down the article, she actually specul ates on what
it's going to be |like when we get to the pearly gates,
whet her or not we have been nice.

She kind of puts a few questions in there.

I nt eresti ng.

She says, "I can al nost hear God saying, you forgot
your famly; you forgot your neighbor. Wat did you give
back? D d you nake soneone's day? Did you give the hug that

was needed? Did you slow down and listen to the response
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when soneone said how are you? D d you nake a difference?
Were you nice?"

She has sone pearls of w sdom there, doesn't she?
Very sinple, but it's not easy.

Qur life in Christ is sinple, really, but it's not
easy.

| thought it was neat that she said that God is at
work on us; she didn't say in us.

Her title doesn't say in us; it says work on us, and
i ndeed he is.

He wants to work on us so that we can live with | ove
and know that he is within us, as well as helping us as a
strengt hener, a stand-by, conforter and counsel or, because he
knows we can't do it on our own.

|"mgrateful that Teri rem nded us of G andma
Sophi e's w sdom

It's the sane kind of wi sdomthat Jesus was teaching
in his farewell discourse.

Live with love, live wwth love, live with |ove, and
it begs the question, and this is what | said earlier, wll
the church welcone its role as a living, breathing, healing,
hel pi ng organi snf?

Organi sm not organization. It is an organism
It's fluid. It noves. It's alive. It's not an

organi zation. It's a body of people.
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| like to come into this church, this worship

center, when it's enpty.

But it is so different without you. | am al ways

struck by the enptiness of this shell when you aren't
because you are the body of Christ.

And together we are called to live with | ove,
| ove on one another, and to |love the world that Jesus
save.

So that is the question. So many churches ar
for their judgnment, and not their love, not their acts
| ove, and we want to be known as a people who live wt
who are known for our acts of love in this place.

| want to introduce you to Karen Kl oster, and
are other people that have been down to Bolivia before

Wul d you cone up and stand by Karen? She's
to talk to us about the work of the Holy Spirit in her

| asked Karen to speak to the work of the Ho
Spirit in her life.

These fol ks either have been or they are goin
to make a difference in the world, because, see, the
Factor, the Holy Spirit, is what nakes all of the diff
in the world

And t hose of us who have been down before,

her e,

and to

cane to

e known
of

h | ove,

t here

goi ng

life.

y

g down

(1] Sll

erence

Christina, Jen and |, Barb and John, we can tell you straight

out that the only way we could do that is in the power

of the
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Spirit, because it's just not |ike where we |ive.

You saw it in the pictures. It's not at all Iike
where we |ive.

Those kids don't live at all like we live, and it's
just amazing, and yet they showed us |ove, and that's why
it's awesone to nake that exchange.

|' ve asked Karen to talk about the work of the Holy
Spirit in her life, and actually | kind of interviewed her
for it.

She told ne that the Holy Spirit wll come to any
one of us when we ask him and that the Holy Spirit wll
change our hearts and our m nds and our actions.

And she said that when you allow the Holy Spirit to
live in you, you're going to live a very exciting and
rewarding life. | know you believe that.

M5. KLOSTER: Yes, | do. The Holy Spirit opens ny
eyes to see things that | have never seen before.

He takes and allows ne to take ordinary things in
life and he makes them extraordi nary, and he opens doors that
woul dn't be possible w thout him

PASTOR FRY: \Wen | asked her about that, | said,
"Did you know we kept the doors up from Easter?"

She said, "No, | didn't know that."

So we knew where to go, because, as she said, he

opens up doors.
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And so what you're telling nme is that you believe
God has opened up a door for you to go to Bolivia?

M5. KLOSTER: Yes, and | have not even gone to
Kansas City and here I1'mgoing to Bolivia.

(Laughter)

PASTOR FRY: Isn't that awesone? | |ove that.
Definitely. That's a sure-fire way of knowing that God is at
wor K.

M5. KLOSTER: Yes, and |'m excited about going to
Bolivia. In six weeks we are leaving, and | can't wait to
see the children, and |l ove them and care for them those
that are on the streets, and those that are in the hone, and
we as a teamw |l tell the kids how God | oves them

But we will also tell them how you care for them
that there is a church in the United States, Bethany, that
cares what happens to these children.

And I'mexcited to find out how God is going to use
each of us for his service and how he will reveal to each of
us the gifts that he has for us. Qur spiritual gifts.

PASTOR FRY: That's awesone, Karen. |'mgoing to
have Doug and the rest of you that are going down this year
cone over here by Karen so we can associate that.

Let's pray for these people as they get ready to go
down to Bolivia, and they are going down on June 19th. Let's

pray for them
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Thank you, God, so nuch for Karen's w tness today
about the work of the Holy Spirit, and it's true, we've seen
that your spirit is the only thing that makes a difference in
the world, and we can nake a difference because of the help
you' ve prom sed, because of the counselor that you've
prom sed to gui de us, because of the strengthener who wl|
strengthen our faith when we are out in the world

So thank you for each of these people who have heard
your call to nmake a difference in the world and to live with
| ove and to bring your |love and your |ight that we experience
here at Bethany to Bolivia.

We thank you so nmuch for calling us to the world
that you canme to save.

And we ask a special blessing upon these team
menbers, and those who aren't present with us today that are
goi ng, that they mght rely on your strength alone. And al
of CGod's said, anen.

Wul d you encourage them and thank them all of
them for going.

(Appl ause)

God is good, as Karen said, and it is the Holy
Spirit, when we allow the Holy Spirit to conme into our hearts
and m nds we see thing differently.

We see that others need us. W see that God w |

actually put into our hearts and mnds the desire to help
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sonebody el se, and that's what you saw in Karen.

| got a huge kick out of the fact that she told ne,
"I can't believe I"'mgoing to Bolivia. 1've never even been
to Kansas City," and she's open, and so that is what God is
asking us to be, is open, and to live with | ove.

Let's pray about doing that as a conmmunity of | ove.

Thank you, Lord. Thank you for the privilege of
being called by your nanme, Christian, and for the prom se of
the Holy Spirit.

Apart fromyou we cannot do anything. W try
sonetimes w thout your help and it just ends in disaster.

Wor ds cannot express today our gratitude for giving
us the help we need to be your disciples.

We pray that you would well up inside us now and
send your power and your peace, because we know the world,
even a small town, can't give the peace that we long for, the
bel onging that we long for.

But you, Lord, you are the prince of peace. W take
a nonent and just breathe in your peace, and your nercy, and
t hank you for this nonment to sit in your |ove.

W want to be people of love. Help us. Help us.

In your nanme we pray. Anen.




