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PASTOR FRY: It's great being with you today.
just got a new shirt and I'm showng it off today.

| was in Portland, Oregon, this past week. M son
called nme a little over a week ago and shared with trenmendous
ent husi asm t hat he was chosen as the | ead perfornmer in a
bal | et .

He dances for the Oregon Ballet Theatre in Portl and,
and it's a once in a lifetime opportunity, and | said |I'm not
going to mss it, when are you doing it, and he said |I'm not
really sure.

They don't really find out until a day or so in
advance.

So | flew out to be there for Wdnesday, Thursday
and Friday's show with the hope that he would be in one of
those, and he was the |ead Thursday night and it was just
spect acul ar.

I f you know ballet at all, it's George Bal anchine's
"Apol | 0" which is arguably the nost physically demandi ng role
that a man can have and he's like carrying this girl around
on his neck and stuff.

It's just fantastic. It was so cool. M nom and ny
sister and nom s step-daughter were all there as well.

We net up at Portland. Wenda wasn't able to go, she
had to work, and actually she's away this week. She's taking

her training in Washington, D.C
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So we are really the jet setters, aren't we? W are
kind of all over the place.

So | got nmy new shirt on. | got it at the N ke
War ehouse and | thought | would wear it today, it's kind of
casual Sunday, and | know |I'm ki nd of overdressed, but |
t hought I would show it off.

So maybe | will really get cooking here and I wll
take ny coat off inalittle while.

Anyway, grab a Bible, we are going to |look at a fun
story from Matt hew 13.

We have been in a worship series talking about this
spring planting.

Some of us haven't done our planting yet. Sone of
you may have been planning to do it today and now the rain is
going to postpone that a little bit.

And there are sone of those ways that God teaches
us, too, about this whole timng issue that is really
i nteresting.

But we're having sonme fun with this. W are going
to be | ooking at different parables each week.

|'"mgoing to be diving right in today with a parable
from Matt hew 13.

So we love it when you bring your own Bible, and we
li ke you to use ours as well.

So Matthew 13, beginning at Verse 24, and |I'm going
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to go ahead and read that section and then |'m going to
rewi nd and then fast forward a little bit.

In ny Bible it's on page 13 and it begins wth,
"He," that neans Jesus, "put before them another parable.”

He has just told themthe parable of the sower, and
that's the one that Wenda preached on | ast week about the guy
who scatters the seed just all over the place, and some of it
is on the rocks, and sone of it is on the path, sonme of it is
in the good soil, and there's thorns and all kind of dram,
that sonme of stuff will be eaten by birds and stuff.

So he has just told that parable and then he
explained it, and then we junp in at Verse 24.

"He put before them anot her parable. The ki ngdom of
heaven nay be conpared to soneone who sowed good seed in his
field.

"But while everybody was asl eep an eneny cane and
sowed weeds anong the wheat and then went away, so when the
pl ants cane up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as
wel | .

"And the slaves of the househol der cane and said to
him "Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Were
then did these weeds cone fronf?"

He answered, "An eneny has done this."

The slaves said to him "Then do you want us to go

and to gat her thent"
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But he replied, "No, for in gathering the weeds you
woul d uproot the wheat along with them Let both of them
grow together until the harvest, and at harvest tine | wll
tell the reapers collect the weeds first and bind themin
bundl es to be burned, but gather the wheat into ny barn."

This is the Gospel of the Lord that we are going to
come zoomng in on, but | want to show you the overview of
this 13th Chapter.

| mentioned to you that in Verses 1 through 23 Jesus
has taught this parable, as well as explained it, about the
sower .

He has done that, and then in 24 to 30, the ones we
just |l ooked at, that's the parable of the weeds.

What Jesus does then right away is really kind of
i nteresting.

They are just done with that and then he put before
t hem anot her parable. He tal ks about the nustard seed.

And he put another one forward and he tal ks about
this yeast, it's like a little bit of |eaven in the | oaf.

So those two are kind of tucked in there, and then
it's alnost |ike sonme conedi ans, when they tell a joke,
people don't |augh right away but they get it |ater.

That's kind of the way it is with this parable of
t he weeds.

Jesus tells this parable and then he goes right into
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this mustard thing, and then the yeast thing.

And then the disciples have himoff by thensel ves
and they are like, what is the deal with the weeds?

It's a troubling parable, so he explains it. This
is the only time in the scriptures he doesn't explain it
ri ght away.

He waits a little bit, after the nustard seed and
the yeast, and then he explains the parable we just | ooked
at .

He says here is the deal, the eneny is the devil,
and the angels will come, they will do the harvesting in the
end. He explains it to them

Then he does a coupl e ot her parables, this hidden
treasure, it's like a guy who finds this wonderful treasure
out in his field, and then there is this pearl that is very
expensive, and then this parable of the net.

So Jesus is, as they say on ESPN, he's on a roll
He's butter. He's on a roll

He's doi ng parables. He's cranking themout really
qui ckly here.

So | throw that out because we need to understand
that we need to do sone thing with this planting that he's
done and that he encourages us to do.

And Pastor Wenda | ast week invited us to not think

li ke Anerican farners.
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We nust erase imges of Anerican farm ng, and | grew
up with a grandfather that was in town and anot her
grandfather that |lived out on a farm

Some of mny best nenories were on grandpa's farm
loved it. | just loved to go there.

He had one of those farnms that had a little bit of
ever yt hi ng.

He chi ckens, he had pigs, cows, he had corn, he had
sonme beans.

And | just loved to go there and fiddle around as a
kid would in the barn. Just fantastic.

Some of ny best nenories are out on the Anmerican
farmin lowa. | loved it.

But we need to erase sone of those menories, because
as we | ooked at that parable of the sower |ast week, it took
pl ace two thousand years ago, and they didn't have the
agricultural practicing that we have, and in sonme ways our
own concept of farmng |limts our understandi ng of Jesus
par abl e.

For exanple, |ast week about the sow ng of the seed,
the seed just went everywhere.

There's no neat rows to the thing. The soil in the
M ddl e East is not like it is in northeast |owa.

It has rocks, it has paths, it has branbles and

stuff init.
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So the sower, there is this trenendous extravagance
and wast e.

They are putting so nuch seed out and there's really
kind of a | don't know how much we are going to get back kind
of a notion of that, and sone farmers know that, too.

There are sonmetinmes farnmers don't even get their
seed back.

| know that, but we need to erase sone of those
i mges of American farm ng

| flewin yesterday fromthe west coast and we were
flying in and it was kind of turbulent over the Rockies.

Thi s whol e weat her system was com ng t hrough.

But when we got up over Nebraska you could see down
and there's neatness to everything.

Everything is on a grid, and you could see the
wonderful terracing farmng that a | ot of our brothers and
sisters are doing, but that's not the Mddle East; that's
here.

The Bi bl e doesn't have that kind of an overview.
It's nore |ike everywhere.

The sane is true with this weeds parable, and yet
there are sonme simlarities that we bring in the 21st
Century, too.

So we are going to dive into that, but I want you to

see that.
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We need to erase sone of that, and it's interesting
because Jesus often tal ks about barns, irrigation, and stuff
i ke that, but we bring our own image of a barn, like the red
one we had as a kid.

No, that's not what he's tal king about when at the
end of this parable he says there are things that are going
to be put in ny barn.

He's tal ki ng about heaven, and it's not going to be
li ke the barn on ny grandpa's farm it's going to be this
beauti ful mansion kind of thing.

Jesus knows us so well, because he drops this
parable on them from Verses 24 to 30.

And then he throws another one out about the nustard
seed, and anot her one, and then we go back to Verse 36.

"Then he left the crowds and he went into the
house. "

The teaching he does is to the crowmds. It's to
everybody.

But what the disciples are concerned about, they get
back in the house and they're |ike we know you teach this way
to everybody, but we really don't get it either, so would you
tell us alittle bit nore about the weeds parable, and what
he does then is he unpacks it.

Verse 36, "Then he left the crowds and went into the

house and his disciples approached himsaying, "Explain to us
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the parable of the weeds of the field."

Jesus answers them "The one who sows the good seed
is the Son of Man, the field is the world, and the good seed
are the children of the kingdom the weeds are the children
of the evil one, and the eneny who sowed themis the devil."

But here is the point I want to make on it. W
don't even have to go to that to understand that what is kind
of bothering the disciples is this notion that they don't get
to do the weeding.

That's just inborn | think in anybody that is in an
organi zation, or in a group, is that we | ook around and we
like to think that we know who the weeds are.

So we need to be careful of that. Qur tendency to
judge others is not our best quality.

That's what they are doing. They're like I thought
you pl anted good seed.

Yes, | did.

Then what is the deal with this weed over here?

It's Iike have they nmet the entrance requirenents of
bei ng wheat ?

|'"ve seen them outside this barn and they | ook |ike
weeds to ne.

In fact, they are kind of weedy, and they are kind
of seedy, and our tendency is to get the weed whacker out,

and get the Scott's out, and get the big spray stuff out, and
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take care of the weeds around us, spray themwth a
fl amet hrower al nost, because we judge.

But, see, what Jesus is talking about is that's not
your | ob.

You're not supposed to be weeders; you are supposed
to be lovers and | eaders. So he knows that about us.

| love that. That's ny favorite part of gardening.
Wenda does the gardeni ng around our house. | don't do it.

| mow the | awn sporadically, as you can tell by
goi ng by our yard right now.

But when | do the weed whacki ng stuff around the
edge | usually get some stuff |I'm not supposed to get, and
"Il cut off a branch of something, or a little twg of
sonmething, and usually | think it's going to go unnoti ced.

And t he next day Wenda will go, "Wiy did you whack
off the end of that phil odendron?"

A philo what? A Philadel phia? 1| don't know what a
phi |l odendron is. It looked like a weed to ne.

And | don't know what those things are, | think they
are peonies, that have all the ants that cross-pollinate them
and stuff.

| I ove now ng over those things in the fall. Wnda
goes, "You don't now over those."

But that's the way | garden. [|'m an aggressive

gardener, because |I'm a | ousy gardener.
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But, you see, the point being our tendency is to
think we can tell who the weeds are, and especially clergy
think this way, and especially Christians.

| spent the week in Portland. It was awesone.

Every norning | get up early, and on the west coast ny body
was really nmessed up.

But I would get up, and ny son lives in a house with
five other guys, they are all bachelors, and they have no
orange juice and they have no coffee in the house.

So | have to go down to street to a place called
Geni e' s.

They call it the best coffee shop in Portland. It's
awesone, just a little neighborhood pl ace.

But they don't start serving coffee until 7:00 and
they don't serve breakfast until 8:00.

So | get up and | take all ny devotional stuff down
and | go down to Genie's and | wal k down there and put ny
stuff up on the counter.

It's really good for ne to travel, because people in
Portland | ook totally different than they do in Omaha.

And this waitress, a |lovely woman, her nane was
Violet, she had spikes in her face, and she had blue hair,
and she had tattoos all over her armand | eg, but she was the
ni cest person.

And if you would have asked nme when | went in there




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

13

on Wednesday norning | would have thought she was a weed, and
| woul d have |liked to have gotten a weed whacker out.

Spent about three days there, Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday norning | got up early and went down and each day
Violet would say, "Oh, you' re back."

"Yes, just kind of hanging here waiting for my son.
He gets up about 8:00. You probably know him He's the guy
who cones in and gets the coconut granola with currants in
it."

It's a real tree hugger type place. Portland is
that way, and I'm kind of a bacon and eggs guy fromthe farm
| mean, these people, they just | ook different.

So a couple days into it I'"'msitting there doing ny
devotions and stuff.

What | do when | travel is | photocopy off all ny
pages so | don't have to bring all these devotional books.

What | found nyself doing is |eaving those there.
t hought maybe Violet, the flower, Violet, wll pick this up.

| don't know, but she thought | was pretty weird to
be sitting in their doing this Bible study while |I'm reading
t he Oregoni an newspaper.

But each day, it was interesting, because we got a
little closer each day enotionally.

Then she asks, "Are you com ng in tonorrow?"

| said, "No, | have to catch a flight Saturday
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nmorni ng at 6:00."

"Oh, that's early."

"Yes, |'mthinking about getting a cab. Wat do you
t hi nk about that?"

"Yes, they are pretty good. A lot of nmy friends get
cabs, usually not to the airport, but to get a cab home, you
know, they made bad decisions the night before.™

"Yeah, | know about that too."

My point being, it would have been real easy for ne
to think she was a weed and either want to eradi cate her or
elimnate her or invalidate her.

That's what disciples tend to do. Do you want ne to
go out and get a weed whacker out?

No. That's ny job.

So it's an interesting parable on many different
| evels. Here is what the deal is.

I f Jesus is talking, and | believe he is, about this
tendency to judge, and he's tal king about weeds and wheat,
and it's good seed, and | believe that as a child of the
Fat her | have good seed, and you are, too, | know that about
you, you are the wheat, not the weed.

What does wheat do? Well, it grows. It matures.
Wenda is from Montana and she | oves to go out in Montana and
wat ch the wheat fields dancing in the w nd.

So if there are these two categories of wheat and
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weed, we need to think, well, now, my job description then as
wheat is what?

| need to mature.

And what does wheat need to mature?

Wheat matures with light, with noisture, with w nd,
with nutrients.

It's harvested for a greater purpose. W are the
bread basket of the world here in the m dwest.

The sanme is true of as Christians. W are supposed
to feed the world, Projects |ike Habitat for Humanity,
t hrough world hunger, we are the wheat of the world.

We are the good seed, but we are not supposed to
start conparing wheat and weeds.

We are supposed to tend to our own business as
wheat, and what do they do?

Well, they grow. They mature with |light, noisture,
wi nd, and nutrients.

It's areal fine line, isn't it, because sone wheat
that | know just sits.

They don't really have a concept of the light or the
wi nd. They just kind of vegetate.

But notice he doesn't say cucunbers; he says wheat,
and what wheat does is it stands tall.

So stand tall, wheat, you are God's good seed. Let

the wind | ead you and teach you to dance in the |light of the
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spirit.

My son's dancing is anazing to nme, and that's a
brutal profession that is so visual

There are a | ot of people who just get rejected and
denmeaned and he was telling about the eating disorders just
anong his professional group.

And he was told to | ose a few pounds and I saw him a
month or two ago and he didn't need to | ose any wei ght.

But the director said you need to | ose three or four
pounds.

He did, but he didn't do it by an unhealthy way. He
he's working in the studio eight hours a day.

That's why he has coconut granola with the currants,

i nstead of having potatoes and eggs.

You should see the guy. | played professional
basketball. | wasn't in half the shape ny son is in.
He's maturing, and he's just standing tall, and he's

dancing. That's what we need to do as wheat.

There is an interesting quote, and | don't have an
author for it, but it was tal king about |ighthouses and here
is the quote.

"Soundi ng out bad news is for foghorns, not
Christians.™

| know a | ot of doom and gl oom peopl e, you weeds

better get your life together, the threshing floor is com ng
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They think they are John the Baptist in that way.
You better watch it because you' re going to get burned.

But this is an interesting quote. "Sounding out bad
news is for foghorns, not Christians. The foghorn warns
near by vessels to steer clear as there are dangerous rocks
and reefs and perilous cliffs hiding in the mst. Foghorns
know that they are doing their job when everybody stays
away. "

That's what some churches do a really good job of
doi ng, keeping peopl e away.

You're all going to hell. That's foghorn. You're
going to hell. [I'msorry. It's right in the text.

| " ve got sone good news for you today and sone bad
news.

The good news is, Jesus is; the bad news is, you're
not on his team because your life is not good enough. You
are a weed. That's a foghorn. Get your act together.

Christians are sonetines called to sound warni ngs,
don't get ne wong, that is true, and to serve as foghorns,
there is a harvest comng, but it's not Jesus is com ng, you
better | ook busy. |It's different than that.

Qur primary assignnment is not warning, but wel cone.
W need to welcone the Violets of the world into our hones,
and into our lives.

The cook in the back, he's one of these guys,
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don't know what they call that phenonenon where they go to a
tattoo guy and they separate your scalp and they put plates
in there and then your skin grows over it and it makes these
little bunps on your done.

It's really kind of an amazing art form but the guy
has that and he's kind of like -- it's just to get a
reaction.

He conmes around the corner and he goes, "How are you
doi ng today?"

| go, "Pretty good. What is your nanme?"

"Well, ny friends call ne lce."

"That's cool. N ce to neet you, lce. |'m Mark."

"What are you doi ng down here?"

"My son lives down the street. |'mhere for a few
days. He's a dancer."

"Oh, yeah, the guy that gets coconut granola, yes."

But, you see, that's wheat, and wheat stuff, and I'm
not going to say what is up with your hair style? He was
wel comng nme into his restaurant.

Why don't we do that better as a church peopl e?
Bring people into our very hones.

It's table fellowship, isn't it. |f you take the
meal s and the nountains out of the Bible it's about fifty
pages long, Mke likes to say.

It's eating with people that | ook different than us.
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It's eating with people that may be fromdifferent fields,
wel com ng t hem

The farmer in this parable wsely decides that it's
better to | eave the weeds grow ng along with the wheat until
the harvest tinme, rather than disturb the tender roots of the
growm ng wheat stal ks.

Separation of the weeds and the wheat waits until
t he harvest tine.

It was interesting, Tracy said sonething about
Lut herans and Bapti st s.

Isn't that funny, that we get this whole, well, you
are not really wheat, you're partially wheat because you are
a different denom nation, or whatever that is.

Jesus doesn't make that distinction, does he? He
just says that's ny job to separate out.

We are all one. 1In the Father's house, the Father's
field, the end result will be the barn or the burn.

The barn or the burn.

We think we know weeds when we see them don't we?
| was tal king about ny propensity for the weed whacker and
the Scott's and all that.

| have an interesting quote here. | don't know
where it conmes fromeither.

"I'n nature the distinction between what is a weed

and what is useful and a valuable plant is |less clear than
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you m ght think.

"A dandelion growing in your yard is a weed.

However, a dandelion growing in your garden is a delicate
flavorful green.

"lvy scaling your brick chimey m ght threaten the
stability of the nortar, but ivy carefully trained up along a
trellis will add beauty and value to your hone.

"Fungus and |ichens are just nushy, npssy
undergrowt h, but as they are necessary for the soil for the
rare and delicate Calypso orchid, they are a rich grow ng
medi um

"I'n nature you can never quite tell what m ght issue
froma weed. The sane is true in the garden of humanity as
wel | ."

Some of the great stories of history are people who
have been given a second chance, and they weren't weeds |ike
their peers thought they were at all. They were wheat that
God would use to feed the world.

And that's what | want to think about my new friends
in Portland. They're feeding ne. At the very |east what |
should do is be hospitable to them when they are wel com ng ne
into their place.

| think that's true of our honmes as well. W
wel cone i n people.

We | ove them unconditionally, not with well, get a
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hai rcut, straighten up your life.

God will take care of that stuff. W catch the
fish; he cleans them

That's why Jesus goes right into that story of the
net a little bit later. Jesus is so wonderful in his
t eachi ng.

The parable of the wheat and the weeds as told by
Jesus nmakes this farnmer's patience and grace the focus of the
text.

Isn't it amazing? As | said, we need to divorce
oursel ves from sonme of those farmng nentalities we've got.

It's amazing to me that Jesus is |ike, no, don't
worry about it.

He's so concerned about one tiny little kernel of
wheat, it could be infested with weeds, and he doesn't want
us to go in there with a flanethrower.

My favorite tool of ny dad's was that thing where
you di g up dandelions, that little sharp thing on the end. |
don't think they make them anynore. Those were awesone.

You dig down and dig out the roots and flop them
over in the yard and the next day they are just laying there
li ke you really have a sense of closure, you have really done
sonme great harvesting and stuff.

If you live in California, all | was doing was that,

that's all what we had, was dandelions. |'mdigging those
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things up, flipping themover, squirting water on everything,
and it was just crab grass, but it | ooked green.

But, see, that's the point. Jesus is so concerned
for just that one wheat kernel that is there, he doesn't want
us to go in there with our big thunb |Iike hands and weck the
t hi ng.

| close with a quote and then with a prayer. This
is a quote by Theresa of Avila. She was a wonderful nystic.

She says, "Untilled soil, however fertile it may be,
will bear thistles and thorns, and so it is with a man's m nd
and soul ."

Jesus is interesting because he tal ks about how we
he need to sow, and we need to be soil, and we need to be
wheat .

But he is also fully aware that a | ot of people wll
get so passive that they won't seek the light, or the w nd,
or the water.

What is going to happen then is that thistles and
thorns will start to grow in our garden.

That's why it's so inportant. We tal k about
bal ance. It's the up, the in, and the out.

It's going to the Father for all good things, and if
we cut and short-circuit that, the thorns and the thistles
are going to take over, and the eneny, that's who he is, it's

the way he rolls, he'll not just put themout there in the




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

23

coffee shops and all the different restaurants, he' Il put
themright in here.

He'll conme and he'll attack in the night tinme. He
has those two fascinati ng weapons of shane of the past and
fear of the future.

And if we aren't staying close to the Father, and
wonderi ng and har noni ously thinking about how great it is to
be in that barn, we are going to get that unholy heartburn
t hat cones.

So | don't know what you need weeded in your life,
but I want to pray.

Keep being creative with those parable stories of
what you're doing with those randomgifts that we gave out.

That's pretty cool stuff, too. |It's amazing, isn't
it, it keeps comng back to the fact of God's grace and God's
patience with us.

There is a plant Wenda plants call inpatiens, you
may know what they are, but that's neat.

But I'm not a weed, just inpatient sonetines, so
let's pray.

|"'mgoing to take a stab and think there are sone
people that need to do a little bit of gardening.

And | think maybe it's God's way of saying you're
not going to do the outside gardening today, maybe you need

to | ook inside.
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Your garden is a little nuddy at honme now, so you're
not going to be able to go out like you thought you would, so
maybe today is the day to work on your up, or your in, or
your out, change of plans. Let's pray for a nonent about
t hat .

Lord, it is so good to be here. There's a |ot of
pl aces we could be, but you're here and we thank you for that
beautiful baptismof our new little brother Brand.

He has been branded with the cross of Jesus now,
Lord, and so have we.

We're your seed and we want to grow, we want to be
wheat and not weedy.

So, Lord, continue to shower your grace on us in the
formof rain and |ight and w nd.

And, Lord, forgive us our inpatience and that part
of us that wants to get out the weed whacker and just now
through this life.

| nstead give us patience, Lord, and today as ny
friends go would you give themsone tinme that they m ght seek
you and be at the table with their famly and friends and
then extend that table to friends like Ice, and Violet, and
whoever el se you have for us.

Lord, we pray all this in the nanme of the gardener.

Amen.




