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PASTOR MARK FRY: To soneone who wor ks on
comm ssion, imagine for a nmonent sonmebody who doesn't get
paid unl ess they sell, sonmebody who works on conmm ssi on, and
there are sone of those fine folks sitting here.

There are few nore di sheartening words from a
browsi ng custoner than when in response to a polite, "My |
hel p you?", you hear, "No, thanks, |I'mjust |ooking."

Just looking. What it nostly neans is go away, |
have no intention of buying anything.

Sonetines we go just |ooking because we are bored.
We cruise the mall | ooking in one shop after another,
si mul t aneously overwhel med by the quantity of choices before
us. We are just | ooking.

Sonetines we go just |looking to sneak a peak at all
those things that are beyond our reach.

Have you ever pretended to be studying the photos
of yachts that are for sale down at the marina, or the hones
that you'll never own?

Have you ever wal ked through the showpl ace of a
Porsche deal ership checking out the | atest nodels that you
won't be buyi ng?

Maybe you prefer trying on di anonds or rubies, just
to see how they | ook on you.

If you are a Berkshire Hat haway person, | just saw

t he other day several displays at Borsheins that are over a
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mllion dollars each and if | was in there trying that stuff
on it would be, "I"mjust |ooking."

Some people spend all their lives just |ooking,
Never willing to invest their energies or enotions or
econoni ¢ security in anything because of the risks involved.

Peopl e who are permanently just looking drift in
and out of jobs w thout ever finding a vocation.

They drift in and out of relationships wthout ever
daring to | ove.

They also drift in and out of comunities w thout
ever casting a vote or dropping an anchor.

They drift in and out of churches w thout ever
opening their hearts to the spirit of God or feeling the
pul se of Christ's living body. They're nerely just | ooking.

Theol ogi cally one would say they are just
listening.

They are just listening, and unfortunately a |ot of
us have been taught that's what going to church is; is you
just listen.

The text from Janes today chal |l enges that, and
that's what | want you to think about.

| mentioned earlier today the Drake Relays. Janes
is like a coach who is frustrated that there are so many

spectators out there just |ooking and just |istening.

He wants themto get into the game. He wants them
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to get off the bench, get out of the bleachers, and stop
bei ng bystanders and start being participants in the |ife of
Chri st .

And so the witer rem nds us that just hearing the
word, just |ooking, just listening, is not enough.

Verse 22 of Janmes 1, "We are called to be doers of
the word; not just hearers of the word."

Fai t hful Christians nust not just be | ooking or
just |istening.

Alife of faith demands hard work, that we work
hard know ng that God is in charge.

So | want to explore that a little bit with you
t oday, the whol e concept of surrendering.

| f you have your Bible, the key verse fromthe text
for this week, there are several actually, but Verse 21.

"Rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth
or wi ckedness, and wel conme with neekness the inplanted word
that has the power to save your souls."”

That's what | want to |look at. How do you wel cone
wi th nmeekness sonething that is |like a word?

We are going to ook at that a little bit and |
think the key word of that is neekness.

Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount, "Bl essed are
the meek, they will inherit the world."

And what he neans by that is you have to get out of
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managenent .

So we are going to explore that a little bit today
and ny premse is it starts with surrenderi ng.

We are human bei ngs before we are human doi ngs, but
it's both.

And Janes, he's frustrated, he's witing probably
in the first century and he's seeing a |l ot of Christians
that are pretty good Bible studiers.

They are pretty good at reading and |listening, but
they are lagging a little bit in doing.

And so he's calling that and he's chall engi ng t hat
and | think the same is true of us today, so that is where |
want to go today.

| Iearn so much fromny friends that are in twelve
step prograns.

The first three steps of a twelve step program are
like a three step waltz.

They are: | can't, but God can, and I'mgoing to
l et him

It's this three step waltz that | think is the
essence of surrender.

| can't do this, but God can, and I'mgoing to |et
hi m

That's surrendering to this inparted word, but the

challenge I think a |ot of people have is they have done
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t hat maybe once, or maybe even twice in their lives, but
they don't understand it's a constant continual process
agai n and agai n.

It starts with surrendering and it goes on and on
and on.

| can't, God can, and I'mgoing to let him It's
this three step waltz and it starts with surrendering,
surrendering is all over the mddle of it, and surrendering
is then at the end of it as well.

But sonme people think, well, | becane a Christian
at a particular monment in ny life, that was when
surrender ed.

And if that's the concept, then they are m ssing
out on so nuch, because surrendering really ought to be
sonet hing we are doing every tinmne we eat food, every tine we
draw a breath, because the breath of life is in us.

| can't, but God can, and | amgoing to let him
and there is this waltz that goes all through life, and it's
acircle really.

It's this beautiful dance that God does with us and
there is a quote fromJohn Ortberg, he's the guy who wote
"I'f You Want To Walk On Water You' ve Got To Get Qut OF The
Boat", but he wote another book equally as excellent, by
the way, "The Life You' ve Al ways Wanted".

| woul d encourage you, if you want to have a sunmer
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book to read, that would be the one |I would grab.

| have several books I'mtaking with nme on ny
sabbatical study and this is one that | go back to
oftenti mes, because he has a refreshing way.

He says, "When Jesus canme in the formof a servant,
he was not disguising who God is; he was revealing who God
Is. He did not cone as a servant, in spite of the fact that
he is God; he cane precisely because of the fact that he is
God. "

What that says to ne is servants know that there is
a master.

But we forget that and there's sonmething about
surrendering | think that is against the Anerican cultural
i deal .

To surrender is not to be an Anerican; it's to be a
French person. | give up.

We don't want to surrender anything, and sone of
us, we have this triunphant kind of notion of Jesus.

But notice Jesus, he's the servant and he knows
there is a master.

There is that | can't, you can, and I"'mgoing to
| et you servant willingly surrendering to the master's wll,
and they get out of the managenent.

Jesus is doing that all the time. "Father, |

really don't know what to do. If it be your will take this
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cup away fromne." That's surrender.

"So when Jesus is a servant, he's show ng exactly
what God | ooks like."

| I'ike that quote. When Jesus took the little
child in his arms, it wasn't for the benefit of the child;
it was for the benefit of the disciples.

When he says, "Bring the little children to ne,
don't stop them for it is to such as these that the kingdom
of heaven belongs,” it's not for the child' s benefit; it's
for the disciples to realize that's what the essence of
bei ng a disciple is about.

It's being held. |It's being held accountabl e by
God.

It's being lovingly enbraced and being held and
then to go and hol d ot hers.

It's a circle, and it's about surrendering. |
can't do this, | need to |let God enbrace ne, and he can, and
|"mgoing to let him

That's the rhythm of this, being held and going and
hol ding and all that.

So this kind of gets us a little closer to where |
want to be to start the whol e business of Janes 1.

There's a great quote from George Carlin. He has
ki nd of gone off the deep end, but he's pretty sharp.

| like hima lot, because he tells it |like he sees
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He says, "Life is not neasured by the nunber of
breat hs we take, but by the nonents that take our breath
away. "

And | put that into surrender |anguage of the
nunmber of times that we breathe deep, but also exhale.

Life is not neasured by the nunber of breaths we
take, it's by the nunber of tines that you realize |I'm out
of managenment on this thing, and God did this remarkabl e
wonderful thing in the world without me, and how coul d he do
it without asking ne first kind of a thing, but that's where
It's going.

And | have a song | want to reference it by called
"Surrender” by Ashley Sinpson.

A lot of us don't even know who Ashl ey Sinmpson is.
She has been ripped a ot in the nedia.

She is the gal who kind of flanmed a little bit
during the national chanpionship football gane.

But believe it or not she even has sonme good things
to say.

"Open up your eyes

Dont you know you're only wasting tinme
Ch, you drive nme crazy

Ch, you just bring nme down

Look out your w ndow
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My sunshine is all around
Al'l you have to do us just surrender

Just surrender™

That is what God is saying through Janmes. You
guys, open up your eyes, you're only wasting your tinme.

Open up your eyes. You're driving ne nuts. You're
just bringing me down.

Look out your window. M sunshine is all around,
but you have to surrender. Get out of managenent.

That's Janes. He is frustrated that people are
just looking and just |istening and so he has sone advice
for us as our hope, so that is setting the stage.

Janes 1, page 219, | think, if you have a different
page, then God bless you, you have a different Bible than
am and | hope you brought your own.

There was a neat email from sonebody | ast week
about bringing Bibles, she's really being blessed by
bringi ng her own Bible. | encourage you to do that.

"' mgoing to wal k through these verses with you for
a few nonments and try to shine a little light on this about
getting out of the nanagenent.

Notice Janes's phil osophy right away in Verse 17.
"Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is

from above. "
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1 What he's saying is when you give sonething, it

2 isn't you; it's God doing it.

3 And, again, we get into this notion that this is ny
4 stuff and I can allocate it and give it out to the people |
5 want .

6 That's totally contradictory to the Bible's

7 under st andi ng of what stuff is. [It's God's stuff.

8 We are stewards of it and when we nove it around

9 it's God noving it through us.

10 And so he's urging these people to not just be

11 hearers, but also givers.

12 Try to | ook like God and give things, because when

13 you do, it's God working through you.

14 "Com ng down fromthe Father of lights, with whom
15 there is no variation or shadow due to change."

16 I n other words, your giving isn't going to change
17 God; it's going to change you, and it's going to open your

18 eyes a little bit.

19 Verse 18. "In fulfillnment of his own purpose he
20 gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we woul d becone
21 a kind of first fruits of his creatures.”

22 Agai n, stewardship talk, that the first things that
23 God gives us we should be giving back and we shoul d be

24 gi ving away.

25 | have sonme friends that are really good givers.
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| have friends that try to out do one another in giving.

And they're the ones that will battle you for the
check every tinme you have lunch with them

And then there is alnost a sense of great joy in
t hose peopl e.

Those are people who are imtating God. They are
gi ving, w thout expectation of being rewarded for it.

My best exanple of that was a guy, if you didn't
have the privilege of neeting Dr. Paul Bender.

He had it down |ike a science. He was the nost
generous guy. He died a few years ago of a brain tunor.

And Paul just gave and he surprised nmy son and |
one time when we were with himin the car and we went to the
drive-up wi ndow and he just handed all the noney back to ny
son Adrian, who was a little kid at a tinme, he goes, "Here,
Adrian."

And Paul just |ooks at nme and said, "lIsn't that
fun?"

Yes, Paul. Thank you for teaching ne. But that's
God, you see, when we do that.

And so Verse 19, "You nust understand this, ny
bel oved. Let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak,
and slow to anger."

This should be Gcandma Fry in quotes on this. She

had this great quote:
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"God has given you two ears and one nouth. You
should listen twice as nmuch as you talk," and that's what
t hat shoul d be.

And notice that's surrendering al so because we are
tenpted to put words in there and fill up the silence.

So we are supposed to listen, be quick to |isten,
slow to speak, slow to anger.

If you ook up slow to anger in a concordance,
that's one of God's main attri butes.

"The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast |love." Psalm 108, Verse 8.

Psal m 145, Verse 8, "The Lord is gracious, slowto
anger, and abounding in steadfast |ove."

Slow to anger. |If you have sonme anger issues
woul d encourage you to listen nore, slow down, instead of
we're in this conpetitive respond right away.

That doesn't work. 1It's just the opposite. In
fact, notice what Janmes says.

"For your anger does not produce God's
ri ght eousness.”

In fact the opposite. It produces God's w ath,
when we are nmad, when we are going off half-cocked.

That's what he's saying. This is what it's al
about, guys.

"Therefore, rid yourselves of all sordidness and
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rank growth or w ckedness, welcone with neekness," key word,
nmeekness, "neditate on it day and night."

It's estimated that the average rabbinical student
in the time of Jesus had the whole first five books of the
Bi bl e, the Psalns, and the prophets nmenori zed.

That's amazing to nme. They didn't have books and
so how they would neditate on the |law of the Lord is they
woul d sing it to one another.

"Bl essed be the one who conmes in the name of the
Lord. "

They woul d do stuff |ike that, so they would have
that inparted and inplanted in their heart and soul, and lo
and behold then they are slower to anger, slower to speak,
qui cker to listen, all that kind of stuff starts happening.

Verse 22, "Be doers of the word, not nerely hearers
who deceive thensel ves."

This is kind of a cool verse. "If any are hearers
of the word and not doers they are like those who | ook at
thenselves in the mrror."

My exanple of this is |ast Monday, ny wfe was out
of town, she was in Montana visiting her sister whom she
hasn't seen in four years, our little nieces, one of themis
driving now, I'"'mglad |I wasn't there, | would have been
absol utely white-knuckled, but Kirsten nowis a driver and

Wenda was out there with our two nieces and their nom and
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1 her new husband and they were in the nmountains.

2 | went in on Monday. | don't call ahead for

3 haircuts. | just don't do it. [|'mnot organi zed enough
4 So on ny day off | go into the mall, | walk right
5 up and | sign in. | need a haircut.

6 The gal is great, | don't remenber what her name
7 was, but she gave ne a good haircut | thought.

8 And | was done and she said, "All right, check it
9 out,"” and puts the mrror in the back of ny head and |

10 could see ny bald spot and all that kind of stuff.

11 Then she spins ne around, "Do you put anything in
12 your hair?"

13 | said, "No."

14 "You should."

15 (Laughter)

16 And she is kind of giving ne the sales pitch. "Wy
17 is that?"

18 She said, "You really should. You are getting to
19 t he age you should put sonething in your hair."

20 (Laughter)

21 | said, "What is it | should put in ny hair?"

22 She hands nme this bottle of this stuff, twelve

23 bucks.

24 It's called Crew, and it's texture cream and

25 don't like looking in the mrror for one thing, which is one
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of nmy problens, but when | ook in the mrror now | have
sonet hing different, because now | have this fancy stuff in
my hair.

She said, "When you are out, | don't know what you
do for a living, but probably you don't want to go in
sonewhere and have your hair all nessed up."”

And | say, "That's why | keep it short. | just dry
it off and go."

She said, "Put some of this in. |It's for control
and shine."

Notice the concept of that. Control. W are
control freaks. And shine.

And here is ny little netaphor of that. W spend
too much time looking in the mrror.

We have to get out of control. And we are supposed
to shi ne.

And that's where Janes is getting real prophetic
t here.

He says, "They are |ike those people who | ook at
thenmselves in the mrror. They |look at thensel ves and on
goi ng away they imredi ately forget what they were |ike."

They didn't have mrrors in the tine this was
written.

So mrrors were a very precious comodity. They

weren't invented |I think until the 8th century.
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So if they ever saw thenselves in a reflection it
was a very fleeting nonment.

It would be like in a calmpiece of water or off a
chalice or something, and nost people didn't have that kind
of equi pment that shined.

They didn't have glass, and so in those days when
you |l ooked in the mrror you were |ike whoa, and you wal ked
away and you forgot what you | ooked |like, you were so
i mpr essed.

Now we have al nost been enticed into |ooking in the
mrror so nmuch we fall in love with ourselves in sone ways.

In a lot of honmes the first thing right behind the
door where you take your coat off and put your coat on
there's a mrror.

We want to | ook good and we buy stuff to make us
| ook good.

But notice the texture, that's what Janmes is asking
for, he says for control, surrender, get out of control, and
shine a little bit.

So | like that netaphor. | thought that was cool,
and God doesn't make junk, but God forgives junk, so when we
|l ook in the mirror we can say |I'mnot Tom Crui se, but God
| oves nme, it's an undying |love, and he can help ne.

| can't be Tom Cruise, but God doesn't want ne to

be Tom Cruise, and |'"'mgoing to let him
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| I ove Verse 25, "They Look into the perfect |aw.
If you have your own Bible | would circle perfect |aw and
put it right up there by perfect gift in Verse 17, because
the perfect lawis the |aw when Jesus is in it.

In other words, the Bible only conmes true when
interpreted through the |l ens of Jesus, and that's what Janes
Is teaching us.

"But those who | ook into the perfect law," that is
the law of liberty, the |l aw of freedom not captivity,
that's the Bible, when it's understood through the | ens of
Jesus, that's what he's saying, "and they persevere, being
not hearers who forget, but doers who act, they will be
bl essed in their doing."

It's a process. They are going to be blessed in
the three step waltz. That's what is going on.

And then it gets real practical over in 26. "If
any think they are religious,” | love that when they cal
people religious, it's not exactly a term of endearnent,
"and they don't bridle their tongues but deceive their
hearts, their religion is worthless."

I n other words, what God is teaching us is that
what conmes out of our nmouths is very inportant and if you' ve
got all kinds of blue snoke com ng out whenever you talKk,
then that's not being religious in the good sense of the

wor d.
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It's being like |oose |lips sink ships, so we are
called to talk-the-talk as well as wal k-the-wal k.

"Religion that is pure and undefil ed before God the
Father is this: To care for orphans and widows in their
di stress and to keep oneself unstained by the world."

| Iove that. Unsustained by the world. How do we
do that, because this world is into appearance, and it's
into hair care products, it's into all this other stuff.

How do we do that? W do that by surrendering.
That's the way we do it.

And | love the care for orphans and widows. If you
don't know where any orphans or wi dows are you are not
| ooki ng very hard, because there are orphans all around.

There was an article in the paper about this famly
who had sixty different foster children in the [ ast several
years, the O Dell famly fromright around here, they just
had a terrible tragedy, pray for them

A kid was killed in a car accident and the other
boy is in jail.

But we need to reach out to orhpans and w dows.
That's part of what the Bolivian Street Children project is,
t 0o.

There is a kid nanmed Juan Carlos. He's witing to
Christina now, they're pen pals now, and she is going to

nmeet hi m when she goes over there.
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She's part of the team and he's describing to her
his life.

It's brutal. He lives in the sewer because it's
better than where he was |iving.

He's an orphan. Hi s nother was a prostitute and
she has been nurdered, and now he's living under the street,
and we are called to enbrace those people.

That's being doers of the word; not hearers.

Julie, I"'mgoing to et you go next. These guys have a gift

t hey want to give you.

"Before you go away at the end

Of this good day, do you, do you
Know t he Lord?

Bef ore you say good-by, let nme ask
You one nore tinme, do you, do you
Know t he Lord?

Hi s peace, His forgiveness;

Hi s words of truth and life

Do you need Hi s forgiveness?

Don't | et another nonment pass you by

Now is the tinme, Nowis the time."

(Appl ause)
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PASTOR FRY: Now is the time. Thanks, Ms. M |
conclude with a quote, "The earth is not a collection of
obj ects, but a communi on of subjects.”

And if you are an English-m nded person you know
obj ects are passive, they aren't action.

The subjects are those that are in activity.
Bei ng doers of the word.

What | want you to knowis nowis the tinme. The
ki ds sang the great little song, and just to return to ny
nmet aphor of this texture creamstuff, it's called Crew.

Did you know God has you on his crew? You're in
his crew, his posse. You are supposed to hang with him and
you' re supposed to have sone texture.

You are not supposed to be sitting in the bleachers
and cheering other people on; you are supposed to be doers
of the word, not just hearers.

You are not supposed to be just | ooking or just
l i stening.

You are supposed to be running the race of faith
and getting out of control and shining.

So let's pray together and then we will sing and
then we'll go do.

Lord, it's easier said than done when we are called
to surrender, because we are Anericans, we don't give up

easily.
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1 But yet, Lord, that's the way you've created us.
2 You know we don't give up easily, but you know we need to

3 give up conpletely.

4 We need to turn our car keys, our wallets, our

5 fam lies, our lives, everything over to you, because we are
6 i n your crew.

7 Thank you, Lord, for these famly and friends. W
8 ask, Lord, that we m ght surrender today and say we're

9 sorry; that we m ght say thank you, Lord.

10 Now pl ease send us fromthis place to shine. Thank
11 you, Lord, for this new day, this new beginning, the

12 awar eness that we are called to be doers, not just hearers,
13 and we shoul d be quicker to |isten, slower to talk, slower

14 to get angry.

15 So send us fromthis place to be light in a dark
16 world. For we pray this in the name of Christ our Lord.
17 Anen.
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