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PASTOR MARK FRY: | don't know if you are joining
in on the journey in a formal way or not, but we're sure
glad you're here today.

This has been fun. [It's an eye-opener, literally,
the thenme being seeing the unseen Christ.

We have been in this for a couple weeks and just a
qui ck revi ew.

The first week we tal ked about worshipping with
genui ne ent husi asm

| want to tell you I've noticed a difference in
that and | want to encourage you, because you've been
encour agi ng ne.

Wenda preached that week and it's really kind of
about singing a little | ouder.

And peopl e have really responded to that
invitation, and it's not a pep rally, but we need to get
that stuff out so that we can be filled back up.

You woul d be amazed if you only knew how your
singing lifts the spirit of others.

And we've noticed a nmarked difference in our 5:30
and 7:45 services, it's unbelievable, just that chall enge,
that those fol ks have responded, and that gives ne chills as
| speak about it.

But it's worshipping with genuine enthusiasm and

it's not just once a week, once an hour a week; it's on a

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory trial version http://www.fineprint.com



http://www.fineprint.com

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

daily relationship basis.

We need to get that stuff out and then receive the
good stuff that God has for us.

The second week | got to preach on |avishing God' s
| ove on ot her people, hopefully in unsuspecting ways that
you m ght do some random acts of kindness, not expecting a
t hank you, but just to surprise sonebody so that they don't
know who to thank so they m ght thank God. That was the
second week.

Last week Pastor Wenda again tal ked about enbracing
ri ght eousness and renouncing evil.

And I'mhere to tell you that evil is real. The
darkness is very hungry, and it's omiscient, it's
ommi present in some ways.

It's out there, so we need to do what we can to
enbrace righteousness and renounce the evil tendency in us
and in the rest of the world.

So that is where we have been.

This week | get to tal k about serving with
gratitude and eagerness.

Grab your Bibles, if you are confortabl e doing
that, I would love to bring you up to speed a little bit
wi th Paul .

The Book of Romans is just a great place. | would

say Romans is the M. Everest of the Bible.
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It's kind of the beginning and endi ng place for a
really awesone theol ogi cal di scussion.

There is kind of an old joke, if you were stranded
on a deserted island what book would you bring?

And the author C K. Chesterson said, "Well, of
course | would bring the "Practical Guide to Shipbuilding"
so | could get off the island.”

But | believe you could do a whole | ot worse than
bring along the book of Romans. It is the M. Everest of
scripture.

In a nutshell, in some fifteen or so chapters, it
captures the essence of the whole Christian nmessage and the
way we co-exist with other religions, the way we co-exi st
with our forebears in the Jewish faith and with the whol e
uni verse, really.

Paul is able to kind of put it all out there.
Romans has it all. It's Iike the M. Everest of the Bible.

So if you are just a beginning Bible student, it's
deep, but it's practical.

So | want to roamthrough Romans a little bit with
you today and just show you a little bit of what is
happeni ng.

And | think the best place to start that is in the
Book of Acts, strangely enough.

So if you have your Bible, the Book of Acts, the
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9th Chapter, 1've got it on page 120. It goes Matthew,
Mar k, Luke, John, and Acts.

One of the things we are bl essed with here at
Bet hany is we have a | ot of people who are com ng as either
pre-Christian people, or kind of recovering Christian people
in some ways, and they have not had a whole | ot of Bible
interaction, and this is an opportunity for us to get up and
not assume a whole | ot of prior know edge.

So | don't want to throw junk out there that maybe
you're |like where did he come up with that? O | didn't
know t hat .

So | want to basically nove us forward together,
because that's one of the things, we need to not think too
hi ghly of ourselves, is one of the things we are going to
| earn from Romans 12.

And if anybody thinks they have all this figured
out, | would like to neet you.

But Acts 9, who we are going to neet in this is the
aut hor of the Book of Romans.

You need to know that Rome was the center of the
universe in a |lot of different ways.

Rome was the center of power; it was the center of
culture; it was the center of art; it was the center of
intelligence.

Ronme was all of that in a bag of chips. It was the
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cul tural and power center of the universe when this Bible
was written.

So we need to figure out who is it that is witing
to the Romans?

And we neet himin Acts 9. He's this guy, his name
was Saul, but his name is going to be changed to Paul, okay?

So we learn about it in Acts 9:1 and foll ow ng.
"Meanwhi l e Saul, still breathing threats and nurder agai nst
the disciples of the Lord,"” you see Saul, he's a Jew sh
religious | eader and he has an axe to grind and he loves to
grind it against Christians because they are doi ng what they
are not supposed to be doing; that is thinking Jesus is the
Messi ah.

And so Paul (Saul) is very proud of the fact that
he personally had condemmed and convi cted and had nurdered
hundreds of Christians because of their religious beliefs.
That's who Saul is.

He's still breathing threats and nurder agai nst the
di sci pl es of the Lord.

"Saul went to the high priest and asked himfor
letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found
any who bel onged to the Way, nmen or wonmen, he m ght bring
t hem bound to Jerusalem”

Peopl e that were part of the Way, that was what the

early church was called, when Jesus said, "I amthe way, the
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truth and the life," some people thought that's a cool nane
for a group, we are going to be called people of the Way.

So Saul is on the |ookout to find out if some of
t hese people are inhabiting the synagogues around Damascus.

He wants to get them and he wants to bring themto
justice, which nost often nmeant death. That's what he's
doi ng.

"Now as he was goi ng al ong and approachi ng Damascus
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him He fell to
t he ground and he heard a voice saying to him "Saul, Saul,
why do you persecute nme?"

"He asked, "Who are you, Lord?"

The reply cane, "I'm Jesus, whom you are
persecuting. But get up and enter the city. You will be
told what you are to do."

Notice closely in that verse there, Verse 4, "Saul
Saul, why do you persecute ne?"

When peopl e are going the wong way Jesus takes it
personal ly.

He doesn't say why are you persecuting Christians?
He doesn't say why are you persecuting the church?

He doesn't say why are you persecuting ny church?
He says, "Why are you persecuting nme?"

He takes it personally.

Saul is like, well, who are you?
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He says I'mJesus. |'mthe one you are com ng
after. \When you go after anybody that is a menber of ny
body, you're going after nme, and he takes it personally.

Saul is stricken blind. He has that great
encount er.

Anani as conmes and gives himhis sight back and he
gets his nanme changed.

He's no | onger Saul, that was going the other way,
now he's beconming Paul. He's a Christian. He has net
Jesus.

That's the background of who is witing the letter
to Rome, and he wites letters to Corinth, he wites themto
Ephesus, to Philippi, to Thessalonica, all the different
letters Paul wites he's witing to Christians because he
used to be going the wong way, now he's going the right way
and he wants themto know what the way is |like. That's what
i s happeni ng.

In short, before neeting Jesus Paul was a fighter
and not a |over.

What he then finds hinself doing is he's an
apostle, he's called, he's sent, he's blessed to go out and
encour age and | ove people, instead of have them put to
deat h.

He used to be really religious and now he's really

ri ght eous, because in a relationship with God through Chri st
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he has had a heart transpl ant.

Before neeting Jesus he was a fighter, not a |over;
now, you see, he's a lover and not a fighter.

And so he wites a lot of his letters fromjail
He writes because there are other people that are out there,
they are trying to the rid of these people that are on the
way and he's on the way.

That's why we sing that song, "I'mOn My Wy To
You. "

|"'mon my way. We are in the way. That's what is
goi ng on.

Then we turn to the book of Romans. That's who is
writing the letter, the guy who used to be a fighter, now
he's a | over.

So now he's sharing and he's very brilliant,
because he's a fornmer Jew sh | eader of the synagogue.

He had it all down pat, so what he's going to do is
he's going to say, you guys, that stuff is not invalid, but
here is how we interpret it now.

It's about |love; it's not about |aw

It's about Jesus; it's not just about sonme God that
is unknown, a God that is distant.

It's about a God who is right here right now and
that's what he tal ks about.

Romans 1, he then starts it out, he starts his
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1 letter, "Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an

2 apostl e, set apart for the gospel of God."

3 This is Romans 1, page 144. He starts throw ng out
4 t hese beautiful new words, gospel, God has good news; not

5 bad news.

6 It's not about killing people; it's about giving

7 people life.

8 He's called. He's changed. He's different.

9 So he tal ks about gospel. He tal ks about grace.

10 He tal ks about |ove. He tal ks about faith.

11 And says sone of it is alnobst foolish, Verse 22,

12 "Claimng to be wi se they becane fools."

13 It doesn't make sense, but it makes all the sense
14 in the world. It's Jesus. He's it.

15 Across the page, Chapter 2, he's talking again as a
16 Jewi sh person witing to sone Jewi sh people, sone Gentile

17 peopl e, Chapter 2:29:

18 "Rather, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly," he
19 says.

20 You guys think it's all just about getting

21 ci rcunci sed.

22 There is nore to it than that, he's saying to his
23 Jewi sh audi ence. Real circuncision is a matter of the

24 heart .

25 He' s speaking as one who has had a heart
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transplant. |[It's spiritual and not literal.

"Such a person receives praise not fromothers but
from God. "

It's not about just seeing sonebody in the gym and
goi ng, hey, that person is Jewish; it's seeing what is in
their heart.

Then Chapter 3, arguably the nost influential
chapter of the Bible.

This is the chapter that when Martin Luther was
sitting in the castle reading, all of a sudden the |ights
came on when he was a frustrated nonk wanting to pl ease Cod.

He's readi ng along and he cones to Chapter 3 of
Romans, the 23rd Verse.

"Since all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift,

t hrough the redenption that is in Christ Jesus.

It hit himlike a lightning bolt and it changed
hi st ory.

Lut her understood for the first tine it's not about
me; it's about God. It's grace. It's a gift. | don't have
to earn it.

Cal vin, sane experience, his heart was warnmed, and
Wesl ey, both, when reading the letter of the Ronans at a
frustrated tine in their lives their heart was strangely

war ned.
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The spirit came into themand it changed these
peopl e.

So Romans is big stuff, and we are just roam ng
through it quickly, you go through the third chapter, fourth
chapter, fifth chapter, this is all great stuff, it's the
M. Everest of scripture.

He's tal king about grace, he's throwing in stuff
because, renmenber, he's a very |learned man, he's witing to
very smart people in Rone.

And | venture to say there are a | ot of people
around our enpire, and | say that in a sarcastic way, the
American enpire, that really need to kind of hear Romans.

Because what he's saying to these really bright and
articul ate people it's that it's not all that it seens, and
yet it is, maybe nore so what it |ooks |ike than what you
think it is.

He goes on and on throughout the letter. That's
what gets us up to Chapter 12.

That's a long sprint, really, and | hope | didn't
exhaust you with that.

When we conme to Chapter 12 we see that Paul is
saying faith is an inward reality, but it's expressed by
outward behavi ors.

That's a big theological statenment. |It's an inward

reality. |It's in ny heart, but how is sonebody going to
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1 know?

2 Because, you see, Paul knew that there were sone

3 peopl e who were accused of being Christians, and the old

4 standard joke for today, if you were accused of being a

5 Christian would there be enough evidence to convict you?

6 He's going to say, well, there ought to be, and

7 here is how.

8 12t h Chapter, Verse 1, "I appeal to you,

9 therefore,” in other words, |'ve given you all ny

10 t heol ogi cal credentials, |I've spun you through the A d

11 Testanment, the thing about Abraham and all that kind of

12 stuff, and just so you know, | do have ny degrees, |I'm

13 pretty sharp nyself, I'"'mnot all that stupid he's saying to
14 t he audi ence in Rone.

15 "1 appeal to you, therefore, brethren,” in other
16 words, we've got that out of way, now let's get practical,
17 "Brothers and sisters, by the nmercies of God," here is

18 probably the nost inportant verse in this chapter, "to

19 present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
20 acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship."
21 Look closely at that verse. "Present your bodies,"
22 that's physical, as your spiritual worshinp.
23 In other words, it's not just what you do in church
24 for an hour a week.
25 "Present your bodies as a living sacrifice."
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He will go on later in the book to Corinth and say
your body is the tenple of the Holy Spirit.

So, in other words, be careful about what you put
into it.

You m ght think tw ce about al cohol, drugs, and
caffeine, and nicotine and all that stuff.

Your body is the tenple of the Holy Spirit, so what
goes in is inportant.

But he's al so saying present your body as a living
sacrifice. That's your spiritual worship.

It's not just singing on Sunday norning. Your body
and the way you do stuff physically matters spiritually, is
what he's teaching them and us.

How you live physically is actually spiritual.
That's conpoundi ng.

Then he goes on, Verse 2, "Do not be conforned to
this world, but be transformed by the renew ng of your
m nds. "

In other words, think differently about what it
means to be physical.

Well, sone people say, well, this is a spiritual
j our ney.

Paul says, no, it isn't. It's a physical journey
with spiritual ramfications. So think differently about

t hat .
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"Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transfornmed by the renewi ng of your mnds so that you may
di scern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptabl e
and perfect. For by the grace given to ne | say to everyone
anong you," in other words, |I've given ny qualifications and
I want you to know, | m ght not be the sharpest knife in the
drawer, but | have been there, done that.

He says, | therefore appeal to you, he says, "By
the grace given to ne | say to everyone anong you not to
t hink of yourself nmore highly than you ought to think."

In other words, you in the Roman enpire, check
your sel ves.

In other words, you in the United States of
America, check yoursel ves.

You better not think nmore highly of yourself than
you ought to think, because you' re not better than anybody
el se, Christians, individual nmenmbers of the body of Christ,
check yoursel f.

Look in the mrror, he's saying, and then after you
|l ook in the mrror, and you realize you know | do have a few
warts, | ook to Jesus, because he's the one who nmakes sense
of the whol e deal .

And so Verse 3, "Wth sober judgnent, each
according to the neasure of faith that God has assigned,"”

we've all got faith, please don't tell ne you don't have
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faith.

You've got it. You just m ght have it in sonething
else. He's saying faith in Jesus is really it.

"For as in one body we have many nenbers, and not
all the nenbers have the sane function,” again, renmenber, we
are looking in the mrror, that's Verse 4, and 5, "So we,
who are nmany, are one body in Christ, and individually we
are menbers one of another.”

Renmenber, physical is very inportant, so he's going
to get physical with his audience.

| invite you to turn to 1 Corinthians 12, he goes
into a little nore detail on this whole body imge thing.

This is found on page 166, 1 Corinthians 12:12 and
fol |l ow ng.

"Just as the body is one and has many nenbers, and
all the nmenbers of the body, though many, are one body, so
it iswith Christ. For in the one Spirit we were al
bapti zed into one body, Jews and G eeks."

This is revolutionary thinking, that the Jews are
al so part of this deal? Yes.

So are the G eeks? Yes.

So are the Corinthians? You bet.

They are all in it, one baptism we are all in this
thing together and it's physical.

"We were all baptized. We were all nmade to drink
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1 of one Spirit. Indeed, the body does not consist of one

2 menber, but of many. |If the foot would say because |I'm not

3 a hand | don't belong to the body, that would not

4 any less a part of the body. |If the ear would say because

5 I'"m not an eye | don't belong to the body."

6 I n ot her words, when you |look into the mrror

7 you see your different body parts, that's exactly what you

8 see when you | ook at the church.

9 It's a body. It's has fingers and ears and el bows
10 and eyebrows and ankles, and it has other parts of the body
11 that are unnentionabl e.

12 We have different body parts, but we are al

13 knitted together in this incredible thing. The church is a

14 body.

15 Notice, we go back to Romans 12, it's a living

16 sacrifice; it's not a dead body.

17 Present your bodies, your |iving bodies,

18 living sacrifice.

19 It suggests novenent. |t suggests being

20 transfornmed and not confornmed to this world.

21 So he's being not allegorical, but really physical
22 You see your body, it's spiritual worship, so is the body of
23 Chri st .

24 What you do physically is spiritual. Isn't that
25 exciting? |It's great stuff. It's very basic.
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Verses 6 through 9, "We have gifts that differ,
according to the grace given to us."

We've all got grace, but we do have different
gifts.

The new nenbers that are joining our congregation,
our church here at 10:30, are in the other roomright now
unwr apping their gifts.

I f you ook at the screen |I've put on our web site,
Bet hany- Lut heran.com if you want to fill out a spiritual
gifts inventory you can click onto that and it has spiritua
gifts.

You can find out what your dom nant spiritual gifts
are by filling out a little forty m nute survey.

| invite you to pray before you do that, click on
that and you're going to be anmazed at the way your gifts
differ fromeverybody el se's.

We're not the sanme. That's what Paul is telling
us.

We all have grace, but we have different gifts,
prophecy, mnistry, teaching, exhortation, giving,
| eader shi p, conpassion, all of those are spiritual gifts,
and we have themto different degrees, but sone people, that
Is their dom nant spiritual gift.

He's got another nore exhaustive |list back in

1 Corinthians 12, but what he's saying is, you guys are all
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different, and yet you are all part of the sanme thing.

And if the body is functioning properly, all of
those gifts are going to be operative.

And so hence spiritual gifts give you an indication
of what God wants you to be doing with your life, and in
your church, and other places.

Those are the strengths that we should play to.
It's like in sports, well, he's got good speed. WelIl, then
don't swing for the fence; bunt once in a while. That's a
gift, speed. Play to your strengths.

The same is true of the church. You want to get
people in positions so that they can succeed, because the
body then is achieving nore. That's what we try to do with
spiritual gifts.

| want to read to you Verses 9 through 13. Keep
your Bible open to those, but | want to read it fromthis
little Bible I haul around in my car.

| take this into hospital roons and also read it
when | go on vacation, because it's a little smaller.

This translation is really kind of revealing to ne.
This is Verses 9 through 13.

He says, "Don't just pretend that you | ove others;
really love them Hate what is wong. Stand on the side of
the good. Love each other with genuine affection and take

delight in honoring each other. Never be lazy in your work,
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but serve the Lord enthusiastically. Be glad for all God is
pl anni ng for you. Be patient in trouble and al ways be
prayerful. When God's children are in need, be the one to
hel p them out, and get into the habit of inviting guests to
your home for dinner, or if they have need of |odging, for
the night."

That's practical, and it's actual, it's physical,
it's just little things.

And when that says in there about honoring each
ot her, honoring each other, | don't know what that | ooks
like in your life all the tinme, but I'mhere to
prophetically tell you what it doesn't |ook like in the
church, and I'm going to use the netaphor of coffee.

We have a crisis in our church, because what coffee
has becone for sonme people is an avenue for conplaint, and I
don't get that.

We pride ourselves on serving a decent cup of
cof fee, but what we've found is that the people who have
been around here for a while like to conplain and criticize
and make a big deal about the coffee mnistry.

And sonebody told ne that at a staff nmeeting. |
said, "You have to be joking."

"No. If you want an experience, go out there sone
Sunday norning and serve coffee.”

Because a |l ot of the people that get the coffee,
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it's either too weak, it's too strong, why can't | just have
a regul ar cup of coffee, you have to have all these flavors?
Where's the creaner? | can't believe you |losers have enpty
air pots.

| just went out there two m nutes before the
service to get nyself a cup of coffee and it was enpty.

But did | go and criticize and conplain and raise
holy heck about it?

No. Why didn't 1?2 1'Il tell you why. [It's not
about me; it's about Jesus.

That's what Romans 12 says. Honor each other, and
you don't pull that crap at Starbucks, so why do you pull it
at the church? 1It's free.

(Laught er)

" musing that only as a netaphor, and | apol ogi ze
for saying the word crap, but it is, it stinks.

A coupl e of our people on staff they said, "No, we
are not joking."

So a couple other staff people said, "I'"mgoing to
try it on a Sunday norning."

They cane back the next Tuesday norning at staff
and they said, "lIt's unbelievable. 1 don't know why these
peopl e even do what they do."

That's wong, guys. The next time sonmebody gives

you a cup of coffee, if it's weak, if it's strong, if it's
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Kona Blend, if it's Hazelnut Decaf, if there is no creaner,
honor that person.

They are serving you, and you are serving them
That's not them that's Jesus.

In Matthew, this is what the Bible says about
serving each ot her.

Jesus says, "Whoever gives even a cup of cold water
to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple, truly
| tell you these will not |ose their reward."”

Cold cup of water, warm hot, |ukewarm cup of
cof fee, same paradigm church, they are giving you a gift,
and you are to receive that with gl adness and eager ness.

And, therefore, you are supposed to serve with
eagerness and gl adness, realizing it's not sonebody el se
you're serving, but you are serving Jesus.

You wouldn't talk to Jesus that way, so don't talk
to people that are in the body of Christ that way.

It's that sinple. That is stinking thinking and
the aroma does not I|ike that.

It is not conducive to growing. It's alittle
reality check for all us.

" mjust using coffee as an exanple. Sonmebody el se
hit me the other day with the fact that those little things
are being tracked into the church off of those gorgeous

trees.
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| want to pull my receding hairline out. That's
not negative; that's beautiful.

Go out and snell the coffee. Go out and snell
those trees and their bl essings.

We have to get beyond this, and that's why | |ove
that translation, when you |ove sonebody, don't just pretend
that you love others; really | ove them

Jessica, can | shake your hand? This is how you
| ove sonebody.

Good nmorning? Can we hug? Wuld that be okay?
I'"mnot going to turn ny ahead away, |I'mgoing to actually
t hank Jessica for helping ne today. This is not pretend.

And Jessica and Brittany are hel ping today. They
are serving.

But if I"mgoing to do, "Jessica, howit's going,
good to see you," that's not honoring her, and it's not
honori ng the one who created her, nobst inportantly.

And if | do that and | call nyself a caring person,
that's pretending, and that's unbiblical, it's wong.

And so please |look at that in your own |ife of
being there with people, make their day, have fun, be there.

When sonebody calls out to you, be there. Like JFK
said, "Ask not what your country can do for you, but what
you can do for your country."

Do the sane thing with your Savior. |It's not about
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1 what can ny church do for nme. Can you give nme a decent cup
2 of coffee? It's what can | do for my Savior?

3 That's what Paul |earned. That was part of the

4 change, from being Saul to Paul.

5 That's what it is supposed to be part for being

6 mar ked, being a child of God, child of the light, not the

7 dar kness, because nobst of the people who cone to visit

8 churches are people who are com ng and they have hurts.

9 And here is the news flash. W are all in sales;

10 not i n managenent.

11 What is wong with this coffee? 1It's not strong

12 enough. It's not weak enough. We think we are in

13 managenment. We are all in sales.

14 What is God doing in your |ife? Let nme get you a
15 cup of coffee. | don't need mne. Let's think about that.
16 | close with two quotes. One is from Henr

17 Nouwen. He was a Christian theol ogian, Roman Cat holic

18 background, arguably one of the finest authors of the 20th

19 Century.

20 He probably wote thirty to thirty-five books. One
21 of his nost fanmpus was called "The Wunded Heal er” and he

22 quit the mnistry and he quit publishing for a time as he

23 went to give care to dying people in his own famly.

24 So | say that because he wote about it, he sang

25 about it, and he also did it, and here is the quote.
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"Seei ng how a person slowly becones aware of his or
her own capacities m ght make us happy for a little while,
but that's not enough for a grateful life. A grateful life
is alife in which we cone to see that the Lord hinself is
the gift."

That's what | amtrying to get at with the coffee.
It's not a cup of coffee; it's Jesus.

And I'"mnot trying to be heretical about that.
This is Jesus here, too, the bread and the wi ne, but he's
born, he's incarnate, he's also coffee and water, and fire,
and nustard seeds, and all of those synbols, you see.

"The mystery of mnistry is that the Lord is found
when we mnister, not when we are mnistered to."

Do you catch that?

"This is what Jesus tells us when he says, "Insofar
as you did it to one of these the | east of these ny
brothers, you did it to nme.” Qur care for people thus
becones the way we neet the Lord. The nore we give, the
nore we hel p, the nore we support, the nore we guide,
counsel, and visit, the nore we receive. That's why it's
nore bl essed to give than to receive, because when you give
you receive so much nore. \When you serve, you are served."

It isn't brain surgery, but it's a heart
transplant, and it's amazing stuff.

"We receive not just the gift, but we receive the
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Lord hinmsel f."

Finally, Gene asked ne the reason why | have a
flashlight on the altar today. | have it on because of ny
| ast quote here.

"l was cleaning out a desk drawer and | found a
flashlight I hadn't used in over a year."

This is by Ted Engstrom "The Pursuit of
Excel | ence"” is the nanme of the book.

"1 flipped the switch on and | wasn't particularly
surprised when it gave out no light. So | unscrewed it and
| shook it to get the batteries to conme out, but they
woul dn't budge.

"Finally after some considerable effort they had
come | oose.

"What a ness | discovered. Battery acid had
corroded the entire inside of nmy flashlight.

"The batteries were new when | put themin and I
stored it in a safe and warm place, but there was one
probl em

"Those batteries weren't made to be warm safe, and
confortable. They were designed to be turned on, to be
used.

"It's the same with us,"” he wites. "W weren't
created to be safe and warm and confortable. You and | were

created to be turned on, to put our love to work, to apply
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our patience in difficult tinmes and situations and to | et
our light shine."

Steve, can you cut the lights? Wat | want to do
I's shine this thing around while | pray, because this I
think is even a nore powerful netaphor than the coffee.

And | would pray for you, not while |I'm wal ki ng
around here, but in your life you would have a little nore
gratitude and a little nore eagerness, that you m ght
di scover the gifts, because the gifts, you see, are going to
shine the light in sonmebody else's life.

And then when |'m done praying we'll hit the
i ghts, because that's the way it is when the |ight gets
turned on, and then we make a difference in this darkening
wor | d.

So would you join me as we pray? |'ll wander
around with nmy flashlight.

Living Jesus, you are not dead. | ask you to take
away sonme of that corrosion, sonme of that darkness, sone of
that battery acid that has devel oped because of |ack of use
and not being turned on, we confess it, we nane it, we claim
it.

We al so, Lord, realize that your bl ood washes it
away. |It's nore powerful than acid and it brings grace and
goodness into our lives anew.

Thank you, Lord, for these friends, the body of
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1 Chri st . It's alive, Lord, and not dead.

28

2 May we measure our conplaints and our criticisms

3 agai nst the standard of your life.
4 For you cane not to be served, but to serve,
5 so, Lord, we receive your light, we engage it today,

6 shine in your blessed nane forever. Anen
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