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MR. SCHAPHORST: Hallelujah. He is risen. That is
such great news and all ny hope rests in that. It really
does.

The story that we read today in the Gospel of Luke,
| think, is really a great story.

| wish there were nore post-Jesus resurrection
stories, because | hunger for them

| just suck themin, because | think they tell us so
nmuch.

And when | was reading this story, "On the Road to
Emmaus”, sonething struck nme that | thought was very nuch
parallel to who | am very nmuch relevant to nme today, even
t hough the story was told two thousand years ago.

| look at myself as wal king through life on a road.
Maybe the destination isn't as clear as the town right in
front of me, but certainly, figuratively speaking, I'mon a
j our ney.

" mon a road and | know that for at |east 33 years
| was wal ki ng al ong, and Jesus was wal king al ong right there
with me, and | did not recognize him

He was there. |I'msure he was talking to ne. He
was revealing hinself to ne, but | never saw him never knew
who he was, never really called on his nane.

| grew up in the church. | went to the Episcopal

church, and participated, sang in the choir, was an acol yte,
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did all those things.

But I'mhere to tell you, | did not know Jesus.
didn't know him

| had the ritual, but |I didn't have the heart;
didn't have the heart.

And there is a difference. There really is a
di fference.

So today | really do want to challenge you to search
your heart and to know where you are in your relationship
with Christ.

| think this story hel ps us as we journey with these
two travelers to see how they eventually discover that there
is a redenption, through faith in Jesus Christ.

So I"mgoing to go back to the story. [I'Il be
followng the story in the Gospel of Luke, Chapter 24,
starting in Verse 13.

One of the first things that | find very interesting
here is that here they are traveling, they are traveling
along, they are talking to each other, and as they are
tal ki ng Jesus cones up.

And the first thing that Jesus does is he prevents
hi nsel f from being revealed to the travelers.

Don't you find that kind of odd and kind of
i nteresting?

| mean, certainly these travelers, who we know were
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di sci ples, because if you read in a few verses before the
story begins, they're not part of the twelve, but they are
di sci pl es.

And they were follow ng Jesus when he was doi ng al
of his mracles, and doing all the things around, so they
were disciples of Jesus.

Jesus cones up and surely they would have recogni zed
him Surely they would have known him

But what Jesus does, it says right here in Verse 16,
but they were kept from recogni zi ng him

| find that odd. Maybe | could conpare that to like
a student who is taking a test.

There's the question. There is a blank for where he
has to wite in the answer.

Then the teachers conmes up and says, "Here is the
answer. Go ahead and right it in the blank."

Is he going to get the right answer?

Certainly if Jesus had revealed hinself, right, to
the two travelers, it would have been a joyous nonent.

They woul d have cel ebrated. They woul d have been
crying, hugging him and enbracing him it would have been a
great nonent.

But, see, again this is a heart matter. Jesus was
wanting to test the heart. He wanted to know what was in

their heart.
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So he wanted to see what they were tal king about,
see how they received all that had happened, and see if they
processed it properly and had begun to accept the truth.

So, he says, "What are you discussing with each
ot her while you wal k al ong?"

"They stood still, looking sad," there is the first
stri ke against them right?

Are they going to get the right answer? Well,
stri ke nunber one. They're sad.

The greatest redenption just took place three days
ago. Actually the resurrection was on that day, and they are
sad.

|f they truly understood, they would be skipping
along all the way to Enmaus, but they are sad. They are
downcast .

"One of them naned Cl eopas, asked him "Are you
only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the things that
have happened in these days?"

Now, this question that is asked reveal s sonething
about the crucifixion and the resurrection.

We all recognize that that event is truly
significant, probably the nost significant event in the
uni verse, right?

But to the locals, to themat that time, it was

extrenmely significant.
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And Jerusalem which was beaming with people, it was
Passover, the Nation of Israel had descended upon Jerusal em
to celebrate the Passover, to celebrate the feast, right?

Everybody was there. They all knew about the
crucifixion. They all heard the news.

Anybody that was in Jerusalem surely would
understand that that's what we are tal king about

And yet they respond surprised to Jesus saying,
"Weren't you in Jerusalenm? Are you just a visitor? Did you
not pay attention?"

It is good to know how significant event it was,

t hat everybody knew about what was goi ng on, not just the
Phari sees, not just the Ronmans who were crucifying, not just
the people that were near it, it was everybody.

And not only was this event played on the Jerusal em
stage; it was played on a worl d-w de stage.

The things that happened, | go to the Gospel of
Matt hew, fromthe sixth hour until the ninth hour, this is
ri ght before he passes away, he's on the cross, fromthe
sixth hour to the ninth hour darkness canme over the | and.

Certainly everybody saw that, right? And this is
not 6:00 a.m to 9:00 a.m, because that probably wouldn't be
a big deal, right?

| nmean, the sun cones up, sonetines it doesn't get

[ight right away. No.
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See, the Jewi sh days didn't begin until the sun
rose. That was 6:00 a. m

So when we are tal king about the sixth hour, we are
tal ki ng high noon, the sun is blazing in the mddle of the
sky, and the | and goes dark for three hours.

And that was not just a local eclipse; that was a
wor | d-w de dar keni ng of the sky.

The whole world was wi tnessing the nost incredible
event ever.

It goes on. There was a huge earthquake. | wonder
if this was an earthquake that didn't shake the entire world.
The rocks were split. Certainly everybody

experienced that.

The curtain that separates the holiest place from
the nost holy was torn in two.

That's a four inch piece of fabric that ripped, not
from bottom up, but fromtop to bottom to reveal the holiest
of holy places in the tabernacle.

That was torn and many of the Pharisees who denied
it most of all saw that and w tnessed that.

And then the tonbs cracked open and holy peopl e that
were laid to rest were seen walking in the streets by
hundreds of w tnesses, as the scriptures tell us.

This was a big event. These travelers should have

been ki nd of puzzl ed.
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What are we tal king about? What else is there to
tal k about? What else is there to talk about?

So, it was a big event, played on the world-w de
st age.

So, Jesus asked them about what things they are
tal ki ng about, and so they begin to tell him

"We are tal king about Jesus of Nazareth. He was a
prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the
people."

That's a pretty nice thing to say about Jesus, isn't

Strike two. A prophet? Wasn't Jesus the Messiah?
Isn't Jesus the Messiah, and they consider him a prophet.

After all they have seen and heard and touched and
experienced, they still don't get it.

Their hearts still don't get it. They think he's
jest nerely a prophet, who is powerful, but yet are afraid at
this point to call himthe Messiah.

W read on. "The chief priests and our rulers
handed hi m over to be sentenced to death and they crucified
him but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to
redeem | srael .

And there's strike nunber three. | can't blane the
travelers for maybe m ssing this one.

Because they understand Jewi sh history. They know
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the A d Testanent, and they understand what redenption neans,
and the kind of redenption that Jesus brought wasn't what
t hey were expecting.

If you go to the AOd Testanent, tinme and tinme again
when the Nation of Israel was in oppression, and the eneny
was hurting them and causing themgrief, God, our almghty
Fat her, would reach down and lift up a judge, a righteous
j udge, and what would he do?

He woul d gather the Nation of Israel, they would
march out into battle, they would conquer the oppressors, and
then they woul d have peace and freedom again, right?

That's what they understood. That's what they were
expecting Jesus to do, is to rise up and |lead the nation of
| srael to end the Roman oppression.

But that's not what happened. That's not what
happened. It was a different type of redenption.

| go to the letter that Paul wote to the Ephesi ans,
because he wites sonething here that | think is neat.

And one thing that is good to point out here about
how God redeened his people in the A d Testanent, understand
that the people first confessed, repented, and got back on
track.

And once that happened, God would | ead them out of
their oppression.

He would do that tine and tine again. But, did you
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notice, if you read in the AOd Testanent it usually doesn't
| ast very | ong.

Sin creeps back into the canp. Sin sneaks back in
and God allows the enemes to deliver Israel back into the
eneny's hands, right?

So the redenption that they had in the A d Testanent
never was pernmanent.

It always was a perishable item wasn't it, and it
didn't last very |ong.

So what good would it do for Jesus to redeem | srael,
just like God did in the past, only for it to be gone in a
few years, maybe a hundred or two hundred years, right?

The type of redenption that Jesus brought was one of
eternity. |Inperishable.

| read Verse 7, Chapter 1 of Ephesians.

"I'n himwe have redenption."

This is the redenption that those travelers didn't
real ly under st and.

"I'n himwe do have redenption through his blood, the
forgi veness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's
grace. "

This is interesting, because it was always sin that
caused the Nation of Israel to fall into oppression. It was
al ways sin.

In fact, many times that's what causes us as
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Christians to fall into oppression.

If we could just figure out a way to renove the sin,
to offer a way of forgiveness, what kind of redenption would
t hat be?

Wuldn't it be better than the old? Wuldn't it be
nmore i nproved?

Woul dn't that covenant be better? That is the
redenpti on that Jesus brought to Israel.

First Peter, Chapter 1, Verse 18, he wites, "For
you know that it was not with perishable things, such as
silver or gold," such as chariots, such as swords and ar nor
and arm es and cannons and guns, that was what ?

Those things are perishable. Enpires are
perishable, right? It wasn't that.

It was by the blood of Jesus that you are redeened
fromthe enpty way of life, handed down from your
forefathers, "but with the precious blood of Christ, a lanb
wi t hout blem sh or defect."”

That truly is a different redenption. 1It's not a
physi cal one, is it?

It's not a physical one, but it's a spiritual
redenption, one that has eternal consequences.

Isn't that better than the other, by a | ong ways,
and the travelers didn't understand that, at |east not yet,

we're not condemmi ng them that would have been a tough thing
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to truly understand, even after all they had seen, but they
truly did not understand it by the way they responded, by
expecting Jesus to redeem and here they're saying they

t hought he would and he did not.

The reading goes on, "And what is nore, it is the
third day since all this took place. In addition, sone of
the wonen amazed us. They went to the tonb early this
morning, but didn't find his body. They cane and told us
that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive.
Then sone of our conpanions went to the tonb and found it
just as the wonen had seen, but did not see him"

Again, | find this interesting. They are a couple
m |l es outside of Jerusalemon the day of resurrection and
they know quite a few details about it, don't they?

Renmenber the Pharisees, they knew they were talking
about Jesus being raised on the third day.

They don't want this to spread. They don't want
this news to get out into the city of Jerusalem

In fact they actually post a guard, a Roman guard,
at Jesus's tonb so that nobody could steal the body and
create a Watergate kind of thing.

Chuck Colson, | listen to himon the radio
sonetimes, he heads up the prison fellowship mnistry called
Angel Tree.

He served in the N xon adm nistration. He spent
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time in jail for his efforts to conceal a lie, and that lie
was Wat er gat e.

He learned a lot, and he cane to Christ, and his
know edge of that whole event helped himto strengthen his
resolve in knowng the truth that if you are trying to
conceal lies, the goal is you don't want a | ot of people
knowi ng about it, the nore people that |earn about it, the
nore people that can try to find out the real truth and cause
your claimto fall apart.

That's exactly what happened in Watergate back in
the '70s. That's exactly what happened.

If you look at the crucifixion, and here we have
probably a hundred, nmaybe thousands of disciples that were
all gathered with the apostles when the story cane, and when
the news cane, and you bet that news spread, holy cow, | nean
everybody was aware of the crucifixion.

Everybody knew what was goi ng on. Everybody was
pl ugged into this, and they're thinking, wow, resurrection,
this can't be right.

So you know the Pharisees were probably trying
everything they could do to deny the truth, and yet the truth
remains with us. Hallelujah.

The resurrection is as real as Jesus was alive, and
| think that is significant.

It helps us be at peace with the truth, because |
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know that sonmetinmes it's hard to accept the truth. Sonetines
it's very hard.

Well, Jesus finally has had enough. He gives them
their grade on their test and here's what he says in Verse
25.

He said to them "How foolish you are, and sl ow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken. Did not
the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his
gl ory?"

He recognizes that they don't get it yet. This is
what | think is so cool.

Jesus becones an evangelist. He becones an
apol ogeti c.

He starts going into apologetics to help these two
travel ers begin to understand.

It says in Verse 27, "Beginning with Mdses and al
the prophets he explained to them what was said in the
scriptures concerning hinself."

| find this to be kind of incredible. 1 so w sh
that the scriptures would have |isted out exactly where Jesus
went .

Maybe we woul d have a nice fornmula on how to | ead
people to Christ and give thema true heart.

It doesn't, so we have to speculate. That can be

fun, too, because it gives you a need to dive into the Holy
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Scriptures, and so that's what | did.

If you don't mnd, | want to speculate a little bit
and maybe think of what passages Jesus m ght have brought up
here to these two travelers to help themin their wal k of
faith.

He started with the prophet Mses. That neans |
have the whol e Bible, because Genesis was witten by Moses,
so | can go all the way back to Genesis, right?

And if you don't mnd, | wll. Listen to how Jesus
is revealed in the Ad Testanent.

Listen to how Jesus is revealed in the story of
| saac and Abraham, when God conmmanded Abraham to take his son
and offer himup as a sacrifice. | pick up the story in the
22nd Chapter.

" Abr ahamr t ook the wood for the burnt offering and
placed it on his son,” his only son, I|saac.

"And he hinmself carried the fire and the knife. As
the two of them went on together, |saac spoke up and said to
his father, "Father?"

"Yes, ny son," Abraham replied.

"The fire and the wood are here, but where is the
lamb for the burnt offering?"

Abr ahamr answered, "God hinself will provide the |anb
for the burnt offering, ny son,” and the two of them went on

t oget her . "
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Do you see Jesus in that? Do you think the two
travelers got it when Jesus opened up the scriptures to thenf?
Maybe not .

Maybe he went to the book of Exodus, also witten by
Moses, and tal ked about how he was the blood of the |anb.

It was the bl ood of the |anb painted on the door
posts that saved the Nation of Israel fromthe plague of
deat h.

The bl ood of the lanb, and if you want to |l earn nore
about that, please cone next week to "Holy Myses" because you
will learn about the blood of the lanb and how it saved the
Nation of Israel.

It really gives new neaning to nme when John the
Bapti st saw Jesus wal king by, he said, "Behold," he didn't
say the Messiah; he said, "Behold the |anb of God, who takes
away the sins of the world."

It was appropriate. It was the blood of the |anb
t hat saved the Nation of |srael.

Did the two travelers get it? Mybe not. Maybe not
yet .

Maybe Jesus went to the Book of Nunbers and told
t hem how when the wondering Nation of Israel in the desert
was entering into sin again, snakes were biting them and
causing themto get sick and die, and through repentance

Moses constructed a wooden staff and planted it in the desert
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with a snake wapped around it and then the people in
repentance could cone and they could |look at the staff, at
the pole, and mracul ously be heal ed from deat h.

Maybe they saw Jesus in that; mybe not.

Maybe Jesus went to the prophets and started tal king
about what they had to say.

| go to Jeremah, |I'mpretty sure he probably went
to this one, tal king about the covenant, the old covenant,
whi ch was what ?

It was the Ten Commandnents, right? The |aw etched
in stone on stone tablets, kept in the arc.

That was their covenant. It was a good covenant.

It was perfect. If only they could have obeyed the
commandnments, right?

Well, they couldn't, so the covenant needed sone
t weaki ng, and Jerem ah knew that, and here's what he wites
in 31.

"The time is com ng, declares the Lord, when |I wll
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the
house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant | nmade with
their forefather's when | took them by the hand and | ed them
out of Egypt, because they broke ny covenant, though |I was a
husband to them declares the Lord. This is the covenant |
will make with the house of Israel after that tinme, declares

the Lord. | will put ny law in their mnds and wite it on
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their hearts. | will be their God."

Do you see Jesus in that? Do you see Jesus as the
new covenant ?

| specul ate why the curtain was torn when Jesus
di ed.

That curtain separated the holiest of holies, and
only one person could go into that place, and that was the
high priest. Anyone else that entered would die.

And yet when Jesus died that curtain was torn and
the holiest of holies was reveal ed, because we now have
direct access to our Father through Jesus. He is the new
covenant .

When | cane into the know edge of Jesus, when | was
born again, | did not know the Ten Conmandnents.

| didn't need to know them | honestly did not need
to know them because Jesus was in ny heart, and | knew what
Jesus wanted ne to do to please him

It's kind of strange, but it was not sonething
witten in a book; it was sonmething witten in ny heart.

Just as Jerem ah suspected it would be when the new
covenant cones. Doesn't that sound |ike Jesus?

Do you think the travelers got it then? | wonder.

If there is a piece of scripture that Jesus went to,
and believe it, we could do this all day long, we could go

through the entire O d Testanent and see Jesus witten all
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over it.

But there is probably one piece of scripture that
|'m pretty sure Jesus went to.

And he went to Isaiah, because Cod reveal ed
sonmething to himthat was truly incredible.

If you will bear with nme, | want to read to you
| sai ah 53, and you tell me if you see Jesus witten here in
the O d Testament. | start in the second verse.

"He grew up before himlike a tender shoot and |ike
a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or mmjesty to
attract us to him Nothing in his appearance that we should
desire him He was despised and rejected by nmen; a man of
sorrows and famliar with suffering; |ike one from whom nen
hide their faces, he was despised and we esteened him not.
Surely he took up our infirmties and carried our Sorrows;
yet we considered himstricken by God, smtten by him and
afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions. He
was crushed for our iniquities; the punishnment that brought
us peace was upon him and by his wounds we are healed. W
all like sheep have gone astray. FEach of us has turned to
his own way and the Lord has laid on himthe iniquity of us
all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his
mouth. He was led like a lanb to the slaughter, and as a
sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his

mout h. By oppression and judgnent he was taken away, and who
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can speak of his descendants, for he was cut off fromthe
| and of the living for the transgressions of ny people and
was yet stricken; he was assigned a grave with the w cked, "
because he was a crimnal, "and with the rich in his death,"”
because Joseph gave him his grave, and Joseph was very rich.

"No, he had done no violence, nor was there any

deceit in his nouth. Yet it was the Lord's will to crush and

cause himto suffer, and though the Lord makes his life the

guilt offering, he will see his offering and prol ong his days
and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand. After the
suffering of the soul he will see the light of life and be

satisfied; by his know edge ny righteous servant will justify

many and he will bear their iniquities. Therefore, | wll
give hima portion anong the great. He wll divide the
spoils with the strong because he poured out his |ife unto
deat h, and was nunbered with the transgressors; for he bore
the sin of many and nmade intercession for the sins of the
transgressors:

Do you see Jesus in that? Wat an incredible piece
of scripture.

This is the word of the Lord. This is Isaiah,
hundreds of years before Jesus cane. This is a God-given
revel ati on.

Do you think the travelers got it then? Well, let’

return to the story. Let's find out. | go back to Luke 24.

S
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"As they approached the village to which they were
goi ng, Jesus acted as if he were going further, but they
urged himstrongly, "Stay with us, for it is nearly evening
and the day is nearly over."

So you can kind of gather that they probably stil
don't get it, because they probably wouldn't be inviting him
| i ke anot her stranger.

They woul d be saying Messiah and they woul d be
wor shi pping himand praising him so they probably stil
didn't get it.

Then they go in the hone.

"When he was at the table," and Jesus was at the
table with them "he took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and
began to give it to them Then their eyes were opened and
t hey recogni zed hi mand he di sappeared fromtheir sight."

So isn't that a good ending? Their eyes were
opened.

Did you notice, it's alnmost like it was not
sonet hing of their own doing.

It al nost seened |ike it was Jesus that had to nake
that transition, doesn't it?

And | believe that through this | esson, and through
this course that they went through in talking to Jesus,
their hearts were prepared and they were ready to receive the

truth, and at that nonent they recognized that Jesus is the
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Messi ah.

Again, | look at my own journey and how many tines
Jesus kind of is not knocking on the door and do |I open the
door? Do | let himin?

After Jesus had di sappeared they asked each ot her,
"Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with
us on the road and opened the scriptures?”

| ask you that sane question. Do the scriptures
burn within you when you hear then? Do you rejoice at the
sweet sound of thenf?

Do you sing for joy when you read the parts of the
A d Testanent that reveal Jesus to us, or do they still sound
i ke strange passages?

Qur faith is up to us. There is preparation that we
need to do.

There is no question. Wen the time has cone, Jesus
will be there.

If you are truly searching, you will find him If
you are there, hallelujah

But Bethany, this is the place for believers and
t hose who want to believe, right? And we have been given
everything we need. W have been given everything we need.

There is no nore.




