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PASTOR MARK FRY: | hope you're taking advant age of
the spiritual fifty day Adventure.

Sonmebody kind of canme in and said, "Gee, you guys
are al ways doing a book around here. Every tinme | have been
here you have been doing a book. "The Purpose Driven Life"
book, "Get Qut of the Boat" book and now you have anot her
book. "

This is not exactly a book. [It's kind of a
journaling device.

It's very hel pful; very practical. | hope you're
havi ng a devotional |ife in your honme already, but if you
aren't, this is a nice test the water thing.

And it's also just a neat way to put on top of what
you are al ready doing.

It's just a little scripture each week and an
i ntroduction and sonme questions about it.

Last week Pastor Wenda chal |l enged the worship
communities in all the different services about enthusiastic
wor shi p.

And if Jesus |loves you, this you know, then you
need to sing a little |ouder. You need to get after it a
little bit more in worship

It's not a pep rally, though, for Jesus. That's
not what this is about.

Sonme people were a little bit taken aback by that,
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you know, we are Lutherans. Whatever that neans.

Yes, we are. Saved by grace. But part of our
heritage is nusic.

Garrison Keillor said a couple weeks ago on his
radi o program he doesn't know if Lutherans have had a
decent nusical since Johann Sebastian Bach, he said. He was
Lut heran as wel | .

But that's part of it, is the enthusiastic worship,
but we have this goal of growing not only w der but deeper
in our adult disicpleship in 2005.

So we have been tal king about getting out of the
boat, and taking risks, and being nore deeply enbedded in
the scriptures.

So | hope you take that upon yourself to invest in
a smal |l purchase of those books.

This week's thene, "When we practice the presence
of Christ we lavish his |ove on others."

What that is going to nean as we | ook at the
scripture today is, if you |ove Jesus not only do you | et
your face and your voice know, but |ift your praises and
Si ng.

But one of the things we do in worship is not only
do we get things here, but we also | eave things here, |
hope.

| hope that when you | eave here not only are you
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maybe encouraged and ent hused, but al so you have a sense of
relief; that you have been in the presence of sone people
and of a God who | oves you and wants to know you so
intimately that you can dunp your garbage here and travel a
little lighter.

So part of that is when we practice the presence of
Christ we are going to then be sent and nake a difference in
t he worl d.

And the challenging part of that this week is that
Jesus is saying it's not just on the people we know, but
it's on people we don't know so wel|.

So, if you want to grab your Bible, I want to give
you a little bit of the context of where we are junping in
today with Jesus teaching.

Chapters five, six and seven of Mtthew s CGospel
are the Sernmon on the Mount.

And sonme of you nmamy have heard of that before, but
this is a great section of scripture.

It has the Beatitudes. You are going to see that
right away if you are looking at it.

Bl essed are the poor. Blessed are the neek.

Bl essed are you when people revile vial you and utter false
char ges agai nst you.

He goes right into the Beatitudes, but notice the

first verse of the 5th Chapter.
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He went up to the nountain and he sat down to
t each.

"When Jesus saw the crowds he went up on the
mount ai n; and after he sat down his disciples cane to him"

| just love that imge of Jesus. He's on the
nount ai n, and he has a bunch of people there, but what is
the first thing he does? He sits down.

| Iove that netaphor of he's not tal king down to
t he people; he's actually speaking up to them

That's one of the things |I |ove about our Lord is
he doesn't just talk down to us, he could, but it's this
reversal

He sits down. It's the position of a rabbi, of a
t eacher.

And then he goes into this great sernon that is
three chapters long, chapters five, six, and seven.

And it was never his style to preach down to

peopl e.

He does the Beatitudes and then he goes into this
beauti ful nelody of, well, you've heard it said, but | say
to you.

And he says in there, he says | haven't cone to
t hrow out everything you've | earned, but you have heard it
said, but | say to you, and he has these beautiful turns of

phr ase.
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He introduces the congregation and the |isteners to
t he theol ogy of opposites in sone ways.

The theol ogy of paradox. You have heard it said
this way, but | say it to you this way.

It's not that that way is dianmetrically opposed to
this way, but you have heard it said, but now |l say to you.

| want you to |ook through the words. [It's not
getting so nmuch scripture in to you, it's getting nore into
the scripture.

That's one of those opposites that he's able to
bring his audience in to.

You have heard it said, but | say to you. In other
words, he's kind of saying, my way is the highway, but it's
oftentimes the lowmy way. The way of sinplicity and
opposi tes.

You have heard it said, but | say to you, and so
he's going to spell that out and we junp into that then.

That's the context and we junp in at the 43rd
Ver se.

And you need to understand, he's sitting down and
they' re probably a little bit relaxed because of the
beauti ful cadence of his teaching.

And all of a sudden he kind of gets their attention
W th Verse 43.

"You have heard that it was said you shall |ove
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your nei ghbor and hate your eneny. But | say to you, |ove
your enem es and pray for those who persecute you."

That's kind of a shocker, and | want to say a
couple different things about enem es.

Sone of you renmenber the old Pogo cartoon. "W ve
net the eneny and he is us."

"We have seen the eneny and he is us."

This was popular in the '50s, if you believe that,
and al so back in the '70s it was kind of resurrected.

There is a whol e book, a whole web site about Pogo.
It's fascinating reading.

If you ever get it, it's neat, because it's talking
about traces of nobility, gentleness and courage persist in
all people, do what we will to stanp out the trend. So,
too, do those characteristics exist within us which are
ugly." Pogo knows us well.

And Jesus knows us well, and | believe what Jesus
is teaching in the Sernon on the Mount is you have heard it
said this way, but | say to you this way.

He want us to develop a little different
under st andi ng of relationship with God.

And sonetinmes the way we get closer to God is by
getting closer to people who are our enem es and who don't
know God.

And that's an alarm ng thought, so we are going to
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|l ook at that a little bit here.

The Bi bl e speaks differently about enenm es, so a
quick little Bible study.

Cont ext, New Testanment tinmes, Christianity was not
t he popul ar thing to be.

They had enem es and their enem es were fatal
enem es.

It was literally a life or death matter to be a
Chri sti an.

One of the things | really |iked about our kids on
Pal m Sunday, they did a song about the fish sign, about how
they used to in the sand would trace half of it and if
sonebody knew that a person was a Christian they would cone
on and they would finish that sign of the fish and then they
knew t hat person was trustworthy, they were a Christian.

But sonetinmes to find out sonmebody was a Christian
was somet hing that would get a person killed, because it was
not the popular thing to be.

And so we need to look a little bit differently at
the way the Bible tal ks about who our enem es are.

My first reference for this is fromthe Book of
Ephesi ans, that's one of Paul's letter, it's in the back of
your Bi bl e.

Some of the Bibles, we have different Bibles, one

of themis on page 187, if you want to follow along with ne.
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The ot her one, | apol ogize, | don't know what page
it's on.

But it's the book of Ephesians, 6th Chapter,
begi nning at the 10th Verse.

We'll find out a little bit different about
enem es. It's dangerous stuff.

"Finally," he says, "be strong in the Lord and in
the strength of his power."

Noti ce whose power it is. [It's not the person's
power; it's in the strength of God's power.

"Put on the whole arnor of God so that you may be
able to stand against the wiles of the devil."

This is who the eneny is.

"For our struggle is not against enem es of blood
and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities,
agai nst the cosm c powers of the present darkness, agai nst
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly pl aces.
Therefore take up the whol e arnor of God."

And if we had time we would | ook at each one of
those different pieces of equipnment.

You' ve got the whole arnmor of God. It's a belt of
truth, a breastplate of righteousness, shoes of peace,
shield of faith, helnet of salvation, and sword of the
spirit.

But if you | ook closely at each of those little
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pi eces of equi pment, except for the sword of the spirit, and
really back in those days you actually had a sword of
protection, it was not one of offensive, but of defensive
post ure.

Al'l of those different things they are invited to
put on are defensive pieces of arnor.

They aren't supposed to |load their guns; they
aren't supposed to get out the catapults, but rather they
are supposed to put on these things that will be able to
wi t hst and agai nst the power of the devil, the eneny.

Soit's alittle different way of thinking. W
live in a world that worshi ps power.

But the kingdom of God worships power in weakness.
That's the whole story of Jesus.

It's the opposite. Well, if you are the son of
man, save yourself. Conme down fromthat cross.

No, that's not the point. He dies a shanmeful death
in order to give life.

So the enem es are understood a little bit
differently.

Li kewi se in the Book of Romans, the 8th Chapter,
this is on page 151 in ny Bible, and yours, | apologize, |
don't know all the different pages. |f you have your own
Bi bl e, that's fabul ous.

| had a sem nary professor whose father was dying
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and he said all he would let us do is read to himfrom
Romans 8.

He said we would go in and say, "Dad, we need to
tal k."

"No. Just read to nme from Romans 8."

It's a beautiful nmessage. This is a great chapter
of the Bible.

But the last part of it, Verse 38, Paul is witing,
"For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor
angel s, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to cone,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in al
of creation will be able to separate us fromthe | ove of God
in Christ Jesus our Lord."

What | think that neans is nothing can separate us
fromthe | ove of God, except for ourselves.

And sonetinmes | think Jesus is |ooking into the
cromd's lives and he's saying if you hang too nmuch with the
peopl e you know and | ove you're going to separate yourself
fromnme in sonme ways.

Hence, the whol e busi ness of, you have heard it
said to |l ove your neighbors, and I'm not saying you
shoul dn't | ove your neighbors, but you ve also heard it said
to hate your enem es.

"' m saying you need to |l ove your enem es and you

need to pray for those who persecute you.
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1 So it's kind of this opposite thing flowing in

2 here.

3 He's warni ng agai nst the fal se conpl acency t hat

4 bel i eve creeps into every Christian's life and every

5 church's life of just saying hi to the people you know and
6 just loving the people you know and just hanging with the
7 peopl e you know and just saying good norning to the people
8 you know.

9 | believe that that conplacency cones in through

10 bad t heol ogy.

11 And it also cones in through kind of a spiritua

12 tunnel vision that starts to think about it's all about ne
13 and us; it's not about them

14 But Pogo says | have seen the eneny, and |'ve net
15 t he eneny, and he is us.

16 We need to be conscious of that. |It's not about us

17 anynore in the kingdom of God.

18 And the way the grow closer to God is what Jesus
19 then will describe in Matthew 5:43 and fol | ow ng.

20 It's obvious and it's easy to | ove our neighbors,
21 and it's pretty easy to even |ove the people that we live
22 with in the sane house.

23 But it's not very easy to |love our eneny, and to
24 pray for those who persecute us.

25 One of the things |1've learned the |ast several
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1 years is |'ve got sone enemes, and | nean big tinme enem es.
2 And a lot of tinmes what | find those enem es, their
3 main purpose in life is to draw ne away from the great

4 conmm ssion of going and naking disciples of nations, but

5 rather to hang cl oser.

6 They get really offended when it's not about them
7 and then it kind of becones this self-righteousness thing

8 that gets really kind of festering and it gets really ugly.
9 And | think Jesus is saying that happens. W need
10 to not have tunnel vision about it's just about us.

11 It's not just about us; it's about God, it's about
12 our nei ghbors, yes, but it's about people that we don't even
13 know yet that we need be loving, and praying for people that
14 persecut e us.

15 Love your enem es and pray for those that persecute
16 you.

17 It's a battle of |ove and of fensi ve weapons are not
18 al | oned.

19 See, in this world you think if you have an eneny,
20 you go knock them out.
21 | f you have an eneny, take themon, fight fire with
22 fire.
23 But Jesus says no, no, no. It's about |oving them
24 It's not about hating them
25 Because if you start to hate themyou' Il separate
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yoursel f from God and al so fromthe whol e concept of grace.

Because then you say, well, they don't deserve it.
What they deserve is ny wath.

But it's the opposite of that. So it's very
intriguing, very good.

But enemi es are real, they are the principalities,
t he powers of darkness.

A lot of tinmes enemes are at work and they are
ki nd of sone of Satan's mnions, they don't know it, but |
believe it's true.

But, again, you don't fight themwth fire; you
don't fight themwth | ove; you love themwth |ove, and
it's often tines an issue of control for themand they |ike
to be in control.

Notice Verse 45. "So that you may be children of
your Father in heaven."

| would like it even better if that word was
becone, it's the same Greek translation, but why |I say that
is it's a process, so that you nmay be the children of God.

Again, if we are just loving the people we hang
with, then we are not really being children of God.

We are kind of hunkering in the bunker and we are
circling the wagons and we are just sort of loving the
people that we |love, that |love us, then we aren't fulfilling

that as well.
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"For he nmakes the sun rise on the evil and on the
good and he sends rain on the righteous and on the
unri ght eous. "

That's kind of a fascinating concept, because a | ot
of people think that God | oves them nore than he | oves
anybody el se.

And we have said, if God had a refrigerator, your
pi cture would be on it.

|f God had a wallet, your photo would be in it,
yes.

But you are not the only person in the universe he
| oves. He also |oves your neighbor.

And they m ght not go to the same church as you.
They mi ght not go to any church at all.

They m ght go to a church that is a Hi ndu tenple.

God still | oves everyone, but we kind of get this tunnel
vision thing of I"'monly going to say hi to people that |
know.

And I'monly going to | ove people that | ove ne.
I"monly going to be kind to people that say thank you, and
noti ce what happens then in the next few verses.

"For if you love those who | ove you, what reward do
you have?"

In other words, that's a peace of cake.

"Even the tax collectors do that."
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| love that since it's a week before filing our
t axes.

IRS is going to love you if you just fill out your
papers.

But it's like what is the big deal? | hear a |ot

of people say famly is the nost inportant thing to ne.

Great. Love them But not at the expense of other
peopl e.

Love themin addition to and al ong with and
everything else. That's what he's saying.

"And if you greet only your brothers and sisters,
what nore are you doing than others? Do not even the
Gentiles do the sanme?"

I n other words, he says, yes, even in weird pagan
cultic churches, when they get up in the norning and say
good norning to sonebody, you should say good norning to
sonebody you don't know.

The Christian church is different. 1It's not just
"Hey, Tony, how it's going?"

| don't know who is behind you so |I'm going to say
hi to you.

We have to beware of that. That's tunnel vision
and sone of ny enem es confront ne and they say, "You don't
know nmy nane, do you?"

“"No, | don't. I'msorry. | had sonething happen
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to ny brain a few years back and now short-term nenory for
me is oftentines lost. Forgive ne. God knows your nane."

But they get offended because, you don't know ny
nanme, and the church is so big everybody doesn't know ne
anynor e.

You have to be careful of that tunnel vision.
That's part of the beauty of it.

God knows us. We used to be in a smaller church
where you coul d give comruni on to everybody and say their
name.

And that was kind of cool, but on the other hand
it's |ike how dangerous is that, because then the person
ri ght behi nd, when Donna cones up and | don't know her nane,
she's |i ke how come he didn't say ny name? He nust not | ove
me.

And peopl e have said you have different people
serving comuni on. Exactly.

God knows your nanme, and we are called it says in
here to say hello to those people, and if you greet only
your brothers and sisters, what nore are you doing than
others? Even the Gentiles do the sane.

"Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is
perfect.”

We have a strange concept about perfectionism and

that's not what this is about. This is not be a
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perfectioni sm

"Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is
perfect."” Verse 48.

Take a | ook at Matthew 19:21. | have the verse on
the screen for you.

And then the fascinating part of this story, it's a
great little story, Jesus said to him "If you wish to be
perfect,"” we all do, we are perfectionists, aren't we?

"Go and sell your possessions and give the noney to
t he poor and you will have treasure in heaven and then conme
and follow ne. \When the young man heard this word, he went
away grieving, for he had many possessions.”

Sone people stop reading the story right there, and
they think perfection, why even try?

| mean, if it's about giving everything away, |
can't do that, because | have a |lot of stuff.

What happens in the next few verses is the greatest
part of the story.

"Then Jesus said to the disciples,"” Verse 23,
"truly | tell you it will be hard for a rich person to enter
t he ki ngdom of heaven. Again | tell you, it's easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle then for sonmeone who
is rich to enter the kingdom of heaven.™

The sad part of the story is, the rich guy who

heard the first part of the joke didn't stay for the rest of
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1 t he j oke.

2 He's |ike, oh, man, | could never do that, |'m out
3 of here.

4 And the point of the joke is, Jesus says, yes,

5 let's see you get that canmel through the eye of a needle.

6 You can't.

7 He says it sounds inpossible. It is for humanity,

8 but nothing is inpossible for God.

9 It's not inpossible, but what | read that to say
10 then is perfection is not achievable, but progress is a

11 mandat e.

12 We have to grow cl oser to God throughout our Ilives.
13 It's not just been there, done that, got the T shirt, bought

14 t he book, read the program did the fifty day adventure.

15 It's a process to becone the children of God, and
16 the way we do that is not by separating out who is a friend
17 and who is not; it's by following the conmands of Jesus.

18 And he gets real specific then. Perfection is

19 imtation of Cod.

20 Noti ce he goes back to that rain thing. You think
21 you're getting rained on just because you are a Christian?
22 You have nei ghbors that are probably getting nore
23 rain than you are.

24 God is a gracious God, period. He showers his

25 grace and his nercy on the righteous and the unrighteous and
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we should imtate that and do it oursel ves.

It isn't just be nice to the people in our church
t hat we know had their house burn down, but everybody.

One of the beautiful metaphors of the Drunmond
fam ly, they are an awesone famly, | called Doug the
norning | heard about the fire and stuff.

He's out | ooking at his house, this is a ness, he
was so glad for the phone call

But he said people are just responding, and | was
touched, | was noved to tears when | got my paper the next
nmorning and | noticed nost of the people quoted in this
article are Bethany people that are comng to the aid of the
Drunmond famly. Praise God.

They took care of their cat, their dog. One of
schools got a little flute for Katie because her flute was
destroyed in the fire.

But one of the things Doug is conscious of is |
don't know who all | need to say thank you to.

And that can drive sone of us crazy, because | grew
up in a famly, man, before you even opened a Christmas gift
you got the |egal pad out and you're witing down who it's
fromand you wite them a thank you note.

And if you don't do it, you had ny father's wath
to face.

And | can never forget, Wenda nmarried into our
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fam ly, she's like this is unbelievable.

We are at the wedding and ny dad was keeping cl ose
score of what his friends had given to us for wedding gifts.

Why? He's going to give the same cost anmount to
his friends' kids when they get married. W are going to
make it all equal.

And |' m not saying we shouldn't wite thank you
notes. God bless you if you do.

This is a world that is not very good at writing
t hem

| went to a Canpus Life event |ast Thursday night
down at the Doubl etree Hotel and I have been reading this
deal about doing random acts of kindness and | ove things.

| thought I"mgoing to try this. | pull up to the
little toll thing, you have to pay three bucks to park at
that hotel, and |I thought I'mgoing to just do this for the
heck of it, because they are inviting us in the spiritual
journey book to do something anonynously and not |et people
know who it is.

So | gave three extra books to the teller there. |
said, "This is for the guy behind me. | don't know him but
just keep the change."

She | ooked at nme like | was nuts. | told that
story to the 7:45 service and sonebody goes, "Do you think

they really gave it thenP"
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That's not for ne to decide, but | can just see
t hat person getting up there and getting his wallet out,
"How much do | owe?"

She goes, "It's paid for. The guy in front of you
took care of it."

He probably woul d have ronped on the gas to try and
catch nme to thank nme, maybe.

But there is sonmething in the Christian story about
that, is how much do I owe you? It has been taken care of.

"Il never forget, we did a random act of ki ndness
deal, this has been a few years ago, down at the corner of
Kwi k Shop down in El khorn.

Qur group and a bunch of our kids were out with a
bunch of ice chests with Diet Coke and Coca-Cola and we were
giving themto people free.

And we are handing them out, the kids are having a
ball, would you like a free Coke?

How nuch do | owe you?

It's free. We Just want you to have it.

Peopl e were troubled by that. Thank you very nuch.
Good.

Bob Hayes, a guy from our church, he was over at
t he Kwi k Shop.

He saw what we were doing, and | caught him out of

the corner of ny eye, he cones out, one of the kids comes up
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and goes, "We are from Bethany Lutheran. W want to give
you a free can of Coke."

He reaches inside of his car, grabs a whole twelve
pack of cold Coke, and gives it back to the kid. The kid
was |i ke whoa.

That's generosity begetting generosity. That's
ki ndness begetting kindness and isn't it cool?

One of the awesone things, and | know Doug and
Sandy wel |l enough, they aren't going to be able to thank
everybody.

Isn't that awesone? You know what they are going
to do?

They are going to thank God, and they are probably
going to go out and do the sanme thing for sonebody el se,
anonynously, w thout their name attached.

That's what Jesus then starts tal ki ng about right
away in the 6th chapter.

"Bewar e of practicing your piety before others in
order to be seen by them for then you have no reward from
your Father in heaven."

But you do get the tax deduction. He's not saying
don't sign the check, don't put it in an offering, don't
keep track of it.

He's saying you have to do that, but do the other

al so.
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Don't expect just credit. Wwo do | owe for this?
Thank God. That's what it is.

He says the whole thing. "Wenever you give al ns,
do not sound a trunpet before as the hypocrites do."

| remenber one tine | went to a neeting, we |ived
in Mnneapolis and | worked with this guy in a clothing
store.

| was in seminary at the tine. He said, "I want
you to go to this neeting with nme."

And | was |ike, "Oh, man, what is this?"

We got in his car, we rode for about an hour
t hrough M nneapolis, it was raining.

We got to this deal and it was one of these Amnay

deal s.

And the guy got up and he's tal king about -- and
not hi ng agai nst Amway -- but he was tal king about if you
sell these products, | just want you to know sone of the

great things that could happen to you.

Woul dn't it be great, he said, if you are sitting
i n your church service and the plate cones by and you just
take a whole wad of hundred dollar bills and just drop them
in the plate. Can you imagine the | ook on the usher's face
if you did that?

| was so offended by that exanple, because it was

kind of |ike some people when the offering plate cones
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around, and | have talked to people, they do the sinply
giving thing and they don't give here, they feel really
weird that people are looking at themlike what is up with
Tony? He's not putting any noney in the plate, but it's
just the opposite.

Jesus says sone people they do it, and they go | ook
at this, big anount, go ahead and check the anount, | have
it right on there, it has a bunch of zeros behind it. Look
it over. Aren't | great?

He's saying don't |et your right hand know what
your left hand is doing, because giving has a randomess to
it as well. It has anonymty to it.

| was running around so much before the service |
forgot to bring ny little exanples.

| was going to bring a dust broom a casserole
di sh, and sonme Hal | mark cards.

| would | ove for you to maybe go over and sweep
your nei ghbor's driveway off.

Make a casserole and give it to sonebody you don't
know.

Send a card to sonebody and don't sign it. Tel
themyou' re praying for them you are thinking about them
even put five bucks in it.

Can you imagi ne? They are going to go | want to

send a thank you to sonmebody. Who do | send the thank you
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1 to?

2 But the whole point of it is, if we lavish the |ove
3 of Christ on others they are going to thank God and naybe

4 not us. That's the beauty of it.

5 The challenge this week is to do sonme of those kind
6 acts to people that we don't know, to do them anonynously.

7 Because it's kind of like in golf. It becones

8 muscl e nmenory.

9 If we do it enough, it's |like a golf swi ng, you

10 just keep doing it, it's going to beconme nore natural to

11 you.

12 Even those of us that are horrible golfers, the

13 problemis usually not enough practice.

14 And the sane is true of the Christian faith. Not
15 enough practi ce.

16 We get tunnel vision and we are just kind of making
17 ends neet, but we have to | ook outside that, Jesus is

18 teaching us, and we need to nove on.

19 "For if you love those who | ove you, what reward do
20 you have?"
21 | have those two verses, Romans 12, "Do not be
22 confornmed to this world, but be transforned by the renew ng
23 of your mnds so that you may discern what is the will of

24 God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”

25 There is that word again. 1It's not about being
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conforned to this world; that it's all about receiving,
about buying and selling; it's about giving.

The word give appears in the Bible fifteen hundred
times. That's nore than love, faith, trust, hope. G ve.

That's the way we imtate God. We are transforned;
not conf or med.

Finally from 2nd Corintians 13:9. "W rejoice when
we are weak and you are strong."

Notice the opposites of that. W live in a world
where we rejoice when we are strong, supposedly. Only the
strong wll survive.

But | ook at what Paul is saying. It's the
opposi te.

"For we rejoice when we are weak and you are
strong. This is what we pray for, that you nay becone
perfect.”

And people who have it, they want to give it away.
Those people that are chasing after perfection, they want it
for other people as well.

That imtation of God thing is contagi ous and
that's what Paul is saying in that, "That's what we pray
for, that you may becone perfect.™

That you mght imtate God in your life. Wuldn't
be that cool ?

What woul d Jesus do? Well, let's give it a shot.
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1 He's telling us sonme stuff today.

2 And, finally, "If you |love those who | ove you, what
3 reward do you have," Verses 46 and 47

4 That's a tough one for us, because it's hard to

5 | ove the people that we are married to, it's hard to | ove

6 t he peopl e that we have as our Kkids.

7 It's hard to | ove the people we have as our parents
8 and our grandparents and our nei ghbors.

9 We have been tal ki ng about | oving your nei ghbor

10 yes, yes, yes, but you have to go bigger than that.
11 Because this is a world that's just starving and

12 thirsting for the love of Christ.

13 And that's the great thing, like | said, if you do
14 it, maybe they are going to go who do | say thank you to?
15 And they are going to cone to the conclusion there
16 really isn't sonmebody. |1'Il thank God.

17 That's how we | avish | ove on other people, and

18 that's the reward we have, is the greatness of that and

19 that's what Jesus did.

20 That's your challenge. 1It's not going to be easy
21 to go and | ove sonebody, it's hard enough, and |ike | say,
22 we' ve seen the eneny and he's us.

23 It's hard for nme to even love nyself a | ot of

24 times, because |'ve got darkness and sone of that stuff in
25 it myself as well, that's part of the whole nature of the
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deal .

Woul d you join me in prayer before we go to shine a
i ght and surprise sonebody.

Thanks, Lord Jesus, for loving us randomy,
preci sely, anonynmously, in a lot of different ways.

We thank you for the Drummond fam |y and that they
were kept safe through the fire, and their neighbors that
have responded, | just know about the Parkers, the G eens,

t he Johnsons, the schools, the church that has responded.

It's a neat netaphor, Lord, of being a community,
so we give you thanks and praise.

We al so ask you, Lord, that we not have tunnel
vi sion and just |ove those we know, but |ove those that you
know and we don't know yet.

Thank you, Lord, for these friends. Blessed be
your nane.

You give and take away, and you invite us to give
and now go away to shine light in dark places. W do so in

t he nane of Jesus. Amen.
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