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We are going to look at the Easter Story fromthe
Gospel of John. W are going to |look at the Easter story
from John 20.

What we are going to | ook at are these ten verses of
the story and I want you to pay special attention to the
nmotion and the enotion of the story and al so the direction
and the distance of the disciples.

So the notion and the enotion; the distance and the
di rection.

Those are going to be ny bookends, ny bookmarks, as
| explore this text with you a little bit this norning. W
begin in John 20, the first verse.

"Early on the first day of the week, while it was
still dark, Mary Magdal ene cane to the tonb and saw that the
stone had been renoved fromthe tonb. So she ran."

There is sone of that notion.

"And she went to Sinon Peter and the other disciple,
t he one whom Jesus | oved, and said to them "They have taken
the Lord out of the tonb and we do not know where they have
laid him"

"Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went
toward the tonb.

"The two were running together, but the other
di sciple outran Peter and reached the tonmb first.

"He bent down to look in and saw the |inen wappings
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lying there, but he did not go in."

There is that issue of distance there. Direction.

"Then Sinon Peter cane follow ng himand went into
the tonb.

"He saw the linen wappings lying there and the
cloth that had been on Jesus' head not lying with the |inen
wr appi ngs, but rolled up in a place by itself.

"Then the other disciple, who reached the tonb
first, also went in and he saw and believed; for as yet they
did not understand the scripture that he nust rise fromthe
dead. Then the disciples returned to their hones."

Put your finger at that spot and we'll cone back to
t hat .

| don't know what type of enotion or notion they
used when they went hone.

It's kind of matter of fact, they just state it very
obvi ously, they went hone, ho-hum another day, another
Easter.

This is even the first Easter and all they are doing
IS going hone.

The story gets real interesting after that point.
would invite you to consider reading it maybe later on in the
day.

But what | want to do is | want to focus in again on

the motion and the enption and the di stance and the direction




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

of all the disciples in the story today, because there are
three of them

There is Mary Magdal ene, there is Peter, and there
is this other disciple, the one whom Jesus | oved.

So | want to |ook at the notion and the enotion, the
direction and the distance of those three in conparison to
our sel ves.

And the other disciple, the one whom Jesus |oved, is
the one | want to zero in on.

Let's ook closely at his story. W see himin
Verse 2.

"So she," Mary Magdal ene, "ran and went to Sinon
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus | oved."

We are going to trace and retrace his footsteps
t oday.

It's kind of confusing that he doesn't have a nane.
W see he's referred to in the third person here.

And then we see again in the third verse, "Then
Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the
t onb.

"The two were running together, but the other
disciple,” that is the one other than Peter, "outran Peter
and reached the tonmb first.

"He," the other disciple, "bent down, but he didn't

go in."
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He probably got there first because he was younger,
and he ran faster.

Peter is kind of a rock. He doesn't run very fast,
so this other disciple, the one whom Jesus |oved, is quick of
foot, and quick of faith.

But out of respect he waits for his elder, Peter.
And so Peter goes in, this other disciple goes in, and it
says very succinctly, Verse 8, "The other disciple, who
reached the tonb first, also went in and he saw and
bel i eved. "

But Peter didn't get it yet.

So they cone out and then they just basically go
hone.

Motion and enotion; distance and direction.

We are going to retrace that other disciple. It's
peculiar to ne.

It reminds ne a little bit of a Seignfeld episode
when that guy nanmed Jimm e tal ks about hinself in the third
per son.

Remenber? "Jinmme is getting upset.”

And then CGeorge starts doing it, "Ceorge is getting
upset."

"George is hungry."

But the other disciple, the one whom Jesus | oved,

this third person disciple is kind of a curious guy, so let's




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

retrace his steps.

What we have been doing here the |ast few days is we
have been doi ng what we can to reenact the | ast seventy-two
hours of Jesus' life.

And that's based on a few chapters of John's gospel,
so if you would conme with me to John 13 you'll see the | ast
seventy-two hours.

And we're going to |l ook at where this other
di sci ple, the one whom Jesus | oved, had been.

The context of this Chapter 13 is Jesus had just
ridden into towmm a few days prior to this on the donkey.

They now are having the wonderful Last Supper neal
that we just enulated a few nonents ago together, they had
eaten together the Lord's Supper

And then Jesus does this curious thing in the 13th
Chapter of John.

He takes off his outer robe, which probably was his
only robe, ties a towel around his waist, and then insists on
washi ng the disciples' feet.

We see Peter, he has his nanme all over this story,
because Peter says Lord, you're not going to wash ny feet.

And Jesus says | need to wash your feet, or else you
have no part of ne.

He says, well, you are not going to wash ny feet.

You can have ny hands and ny head, you can have what | do and
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what | think, but you're not going to have where |'ve been.

But Jesus says no, | have to get your feet. | have
to get between your toes and | have to cleanse you of your
past .

And finally, Peter doesn't really get it, he goes
what ever, give it your best shot.

Jesus washes all the disciples' feet, except for
Judas who flees into the night.

That's 13th Chapter. This is all happening with
seventy-two hours.

We then continue to read this story, but we |ook in
then in Chapter 13, |ook at Verse 22 and 23.

"The disciples | ooked at one another, uncertain of
whom he was speaking. One of his disciples, the one whom
Jesus | oved, was reclining next to him

"Si nmon Peter therefore notioned to himto ask Jesus
of whom he was speaking. So while reclining next to Jesus,
he asked him "Lord, who is it?"

This is that sanme nanel ess disciple, the one whom
Jesus | oved.

You see, here is the point. He was close to Jesus
inlife.

In fact he was right next to Jesus. He had his head
on his chest as they had the neal together. That's the

cl oseness of this other disciple.
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So when this text says the one whom Jesus | oved,
it's not that he didn't |love the other ones, he did, but he's
tal ki ng about this particul ar one.

"Sinmon therefore notioned to himto ask Jesus of
whom he was speaki ng.

So while reclining next to Jesus he said, "Lord, who
is it?"

Jesus answered, "It is the one to whom | give this
pi ece of bread when | have dipped into the dish. So when he
had di pped the piece of bread he gave it to Judas, son of
Sinmon Iscariot,” and then he flees into the night.

That's how cl ose he was. That's the point |I'm going
to hammer in here, is this beloved disciple, the one whom
Jesus |l oved, was close to Jesus in life.

Very cl ose. How close? Had his head on his chest
at the table.

What happens now in the story is really interesting,
because Judas fl ees.

Jesus is still teaching the eleven that are there,
and Sinon Peter, we notice himin Verse 36, he says, "Lord,
where are you goi ng?"

Jesus says, "Were | am going you cannot foll ow nme
now, but you will follow afterward."

Peter said, "Lord, why can't |I follow you now?

will lay down ny life for you."
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Jesus answered, "WII you lay down your life for me?
Very truly, | tell you, before the cock crows you wll deny
me three tines."

As it turned out he didn't let himget between his
toes. The deep cleansing hadn't yet taken on Peter.

Peter is like no way, that's not going to happen,
and Jesus is sensing this.

And so in 14:1, the rest of the disciples are
probably buzzing, because he just said you are going to
betray ne, he says, "Don't |let your hearts be troubled. 1In
nmy father's house are many dwelling places. |If it were not
so would I have told you | go to prepare a place for you?"

And one of them goes how are we going to know how to
get there?

He says "I amthe way, and the truth and the life."
The pattern, the source and the code of existence.

And he says not only that, Chapter 14, Verse 12, "If
you believe in me you are going to do even nore powerful
things than |I've done."

And right across the colum he says |I'mnot going to
| eave you orphaned, in Verse 18, you are going to do it, and
|"mgoing to help you do it, if you believe in ne.

And then the story continues, it keeps going,

Chapter 14, all of this in the same teaching.

Chapter 15 cones al ong, they have just finished the
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f oot washing cerenony and sone teachi ng.

And Jesus i s sensing we probably need to nove around
alittle bit because people can only sit for so |ong.

So they get up, they wal k across the roofs of the
house tops in Jerusalem and you could snell the roast lanb in
every Jew sh househol d.

Everybody was havi ng Passover, but candl es are being
exti ngui shed, people were going to bed, turning in, having
their famlies tucked in for the night.

Jesus is wal king along with the el even and they are
followng himkind of like little chicks follow ng the nother
hen.

And Jesus wal ks over and he sees the precipice of
the tenple and at the very top there is a sign that is carved
into the precipice, and he | ooks up and he says, Chapter 15,
Verse 1:

"I amthe true vine, and ny Father is the
vi negr ower . "

He's the gardener, and he does sone pruning, and he
t eaches t hem about abi di ng.

He teaches them about being in the race for the | ong
run.

He says you are going to have to work from your
rest, not vice versa or you're going to get burned out.

You need to produce fruit that |lasts, and here is
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how you do it, by putting your head on nmy chest and resting.

So the disciples are hearing all this wonderful
teaching, all of these wonderful teachings are being said,
you didn't choose ne, | chose you, it's going to be okay, |I'm
not going to | eave you orphaned.

And then Chapter 16 cones along. Look at Verse 1
"l have said these things to you to keep you from stunbling."”
In other words, keep your bal ance, don't fall down.

The 16t h chapter keeps going. He starts then to
pray for the disciples.

He prays for the world in the 17th Chapter that we
m ght be united and not divided, and wouldn't he be so
frustrated that we are so divided today?

16, 17, all of this wonderful teaching. Chapter 17,
all of mne is yours, and yours are mne, | have been
glorified in heaven, so that they may be one and we nmay be
one, sanctify themin the truth, for your word is truth,

Fat her .

So here is what happens next. In 18 and 19 Jesus is
arrested.

First he's betrayed. He's arrested. Peter denies
him just as Jesus said he woul d.

He's arrested. Peter is warm ng hinself by the
charcoal fire there in the 18th chapter.

Jesus is haul ed away for a nockery of a trial. He's
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fl ogged, he's beaten, he's hung on a cross to die.

And we | ook in at Chapter 19, Verse 25, and here is
what the soldiers did.

"Meanwhi |l e, standi ng near the cross of Jesus were
his mother, and his nother's sister Mary, the wife of Clopas,
and Mary Magdal ene.

"When Jesus saw his nother and the disciple whom he
| oved, " there that guy is again, "standing beside her he said
to his nother, "Wonman, here is your son. Then he said to the
di sciple, here is your nother, and fromthat hour the
di sciple took her into his own hone."

Here's the point. Jesus had this one disciple whom
he | oved that was close to himin life, and now he's
ultimately close to himin death, and now he's inviting him
again to be accountabl e.

He says of his own biological nother, here is your
nmom here is your son. |In other words, be a famly.

And the bel oved disciple welconmes Mary into his
house, took care of her as his own for the rest of his life.

It's great to rewind a little bit and see where this
guy is, isn't it?

The bel oved disciple was close to Jesus in life and
in death and now he's going to be accountabl e.

And then, here's the great thing, not only is he

going to be accountable, but he's going to wite and tell
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about it, because here we go back to Chapter 20, that's where
we started.

Then | ook at Chapter 21. Chapter 21, this is after
Easter, we've got this wonderful story, he has appeared to
the disciples in the upper room he says receive the Holy
Spirit, he breathes on them

Thomas does his I'mnot going to believe unless |
feel and touch. He feels his hands.

And Peter, we don't really know what he's doing, but
he's obviously still feeling a little enbarrassed and afraid
and al so horrible because he has deni ed Jesus, just as Jesus
sai d.

So we see in the 21st Chapter, he says |'m going
fishing. | have had it.

So he goes fishing, and sone other disciples go with
him one of themis the one we're tal king about, they go out
and they catch nothing.

But Jesus cones and he says, guys, |'ve told you
before, do it ny way. He teaches them

They catch 153 fish, bring themin, have a charcoal
fire, Jesus appears and they realize it's the Lord.

Verse 15, Chapter 21, "When they had finished
br eakf ast Jesus said to Sinon Peter, "Sinon, Son of John, do
you | ove nme nore than these?"

Peter said, "You know | |ove you, Lord."
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You have to wonder what Jesus' enotion is about
then. Yeah, | know, you told nme that before, and you denied
me three tines.

So he asks himthree consecutive tines, and each
time Sinmon says yes, | do |ove you

He says then feed ny | anbs, tend ny sheep, and feed
my sheep.

Then | ook at Verse 20. "Peter turned and saw the
di sci pl e whom Jesus |l oved following them He was the one who
had reclined next to Jesus at the supper and had said, "Lord,
who is it that is going to betray you?"

When Peter saw him he said to Jesus, "Lord, what
about hi n?"

Remenber this story, we just read it, Jesus said to
him "If it is ny wll that he remain until | cone, what is
that to you? Follow ne."

So the runor spread in the community that this
di sci ple, the one whom Jesus | oved, would not die.

Yet Jesus did not say that he would not die. He
said, "If it is ny will that he remain until | cone, what is
that to you?"

"This is the disciple who is testifying to you these
things and has witten them and we know that his testinony
is true.

"But there are many other things that Jesus did and
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if every one of themwere witten down, | suppose the whole

world itself could not contain the books that would be

witten."
In other words, it's John. That's why we call it
John's CGospel. The beloved disciple. 1Isn't that cool ?
Here is the deal. Jesus is teaching us there is

this disciple whomhe Ioved that is close to himin life,
close to himin death, and then lives to tell about it, and
wite about it, and we have been tal king about that, telling
the story.

Here is the question. What about us? Qur enotion,
our notion, our distance, our direction?

How cl ose are we? How fast are we? Are we |iving
to tell about it and wite about it?

It is said that there are three testanents in the

Bi ble. The AOd Testanent, the New Testanent, and your

t est ament .
But here is the deal. | come back to that notion
thing. | think a lot of people are running away fromthat.
Sonebody asked ne just the other day, "Mark, | used

toreally like it when you put rock and roll songs in your
messages. Are you going to do that anynore?”

| said, "sonetinmes when they come up | wll," and |
have one this norning that Brad has keyed up.

Ht it real hard, would you please, Brad? It's an
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ol d Bob Marl ey song.

"You're running

And you're running

And you' re runni ng away

You' re running

And you're running

And you' re runni ng away

But you can't run away from yourself
Can't run away from yourself

You can't run away from yourself

You can't run away from yourself."

The story and the song have the same nessage. They

tal k about notion and enption. They talk about distance and
di rection.

You're running and you're running and you're running
away, but you can't run away from yourself.

It's great in the song because the next thing he
says is you nmust have done sonething wong. Wy can't you
see?

Here's the bottomline. W have done sonething
wWr ong.

Peter has done three things wong, but, you see, God
will always find us, and it depends on the direction that
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we're running, no matter what the enotion.

| loved our Good Friday nmessage, because it tal ked
about how all of the enotions are sanctified in the cross of
Jesus, whether we're happy or sad, mad or glad, it is al
sanctified in the cross of Christ.

It isn't about faking it; it's about making it, and
maki ng it our own.

And here is the wonderful thing about this story, as
| reflect onit, is you' ve got these disciples that have done
sonme things w ong.

The greatest distance in the universe is fromthe
human brain to the human heart.

And there are so many of us that we just are not
going there. |It's either too enotional, or not enotional
enough.

But what is the notion of the Spirit? A lot of us
just cone to the tonb, instead of going away fromthe tonb,
and we're all going to die sone day, but we can't run away
from oursel ves.

We can run away from God. | knowit. 1've done it.
And a | ot of disciples before ne have as well.

But, you see, what he does is he catches us, he
captures us, he invites us into the future, and here is the
thing I | ove about it.

The flow of grace is up, and in, and then out. It's
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| love the Lord my God, ny neighbor, and then nyself.

But, you see, the world has that backwards. W' ve
got that all m xed up.

It isn't what you know, it's who you know that's
i nportant.

And here is the bottomline for me on Easter. |
want you to know that you' re the one he calls his bel oved
di sci pl e.

You don't have to be Peter, but if you read the
Bi ble, and we sang it in that song at the beginning, rejected
and alone, he did it for me, he did it for you, you are the
bel oved di sci pl e.

So here is ny challenge and invitation to you is be
close to himin |life, not just death.

Be close to himin life, also you'll be close to him
in death, and live to tell about it.

Up, in, out to the world.

This world is dying, it's thirsty, it's dry, it's
dysfunctional, because if you're like ne you read the paper,
every day you see all the argunent now anongst the atheists,
and they are all taking shots, "The world would be a better
place if we didn't have organized religion."

There's sone truth in that, but if we didn't have
t he disorganized religion of the Christian faith, and the

di sorgani zed religion of Easter Sunday, we would all be going
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to hell.

So you are the bel oved one. Have your head on his
chest every chance you get.

Because if you do that, the rest of it wll stay in
bal ance.

And hang around with people that are the same way,
|'"'mthe vine, you are the branches, you have to hang
t oget her, hang around with people who are wired the sanme way.

And then go out and tell the story |like John, for
you are the beloved. Let's pray for a nonent.

| want to wi sh you a happy Easter. It is that
Seignfeld thing, isn't it? It's like Jimme is getting
angry. George is hungry.

Well, Lord, Mark is inpatient sonetinmes, and so is
Mat t hew, and so is Luke, and so is John.

Lord, forgive our inpatience and lead us into your
future.

Lord, we have been running around in a |lot of
different places, a lot of different directions, and ny
friends today, Lord, m ght have sone distance issues that you
need to bridge, so would you do that?

| suspect, Lord, as sone of us were praying the
Lord's Prayer, when we tal ked about forgiveness, the people's
hands that we were holding were sone that we needed to

forgive. So may we do that and be accountable for that,
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Lor d.

| thank you, Lord, for the beauty of Easter, for

t he

noti on of the disciples throughout all generations, and for

bl essi ng our enotions.

And, Lord, would you send us in your direction t
make a difference in this world.

We thank you, Lord. The people of God together
anen.

Happy Easter. God bl ess you. You guys are the

best .

o

sai d




