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1 PASTOR VENDA FRY: As | nentioned, as we begin our
2 time together, | nentioned that we are beginning a fifty day
3 spiritual adventure.

4 | lTove the title of it. "Seeing The Unseen Chri st;
5 How His Presence Transforns Qur Life" and | invite you to

6 pick up a journal at one of the wel conme centers.

7 They are seven dollars. It's a way we can

8 strengthen our spiritual nuscles.

9 One of our goals here at Bethany in 2005 is to grow
10 i n our discipleshinp.

11 In other words, to not stay at the sane place we

12 have been.

13 Easter is such a great image for us, when we have

14 the tonb before us and the darkness of that, and when those
15 early disciples went in and they were really prepared to

16 stay right there.

17 They were prepared to cry sonme nore; to anoit the
18 body, the corpse, with ointnents and spices. They were

19 prepared to cry nore.

20 They were prepared. They knew what the darkness
21 was |ike. They new what death was |ike.

22 But they are just so surprised when they get there
23 that he's not there.

24 And that great picture of that's not where we are
25 supposed to be. We're not supposed to cling and hang on to
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1 the famliar.

2 And the angels, they just try to convince those

3 early disciples, |I just love that, that's what struck ne

4 about the Easter story this year.

5 They go in, they get to the dark and the fam i ar
6 and the angel is dazzling white and sitting there and says,
7 "You're | ooking for Jesus, aren't you?"

8 They already can see that's not Jesus, but they

9 still stay there.

10 So he then tries the next thing. He says, "He's
11 not here."

12 They still stay there, because the famliar is

13 better than the unfamliar.

14 So he says, "Ckay, if you have to stay here, al

15 right, cone over here then and see the place where he laid."
16 Three things he says to them They still stay

17 t here.

18 Finally he says, "He's not here, he's out there."

19 And, "CGo."

20 It takes four tines, four little speeches for them
21 finally go out of that dark famliar, dank -- | |ove that
22 word dank-- are you with ne on that one?

23 The stone snells a little nmusty, but it's stil

24 famliar, but he says, "Go. He's out on the road."

25 And | love that image. Today is a great day to
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think of the Easter road.

Alittle bit of green grass on the side. He's out
t here ahead of us.

"Seeing The Unseen Christ; How Hi s Presence
Transfornms Qur Lives".

One of the things | don't like about fifty day
adventures, and we have done them | think maybe three, four
years ago we did one.

And it made quite a lot of difference in sone of
your spiritual journeys.

You tightened up your spiritual nuscles, sonme of

you.

One of the things | don't |ike about these, though,
is like when | skip a day, or I mss a day or two, | get on
nmysel f.

| don't know about you. Don't worry about that.
Don't let that deter you fromgetting one of these today.

We are all bound to mss two or three days. Don't
even go back, okay?

Let's cut ourselves sonme slack and sone | ove and
grace, okay? Don't go back; just pick up where you are.

And those of you who don't get a journal, maybe
you're visiting with us today and you haven't heard of
anything like that before, that's okay.

We invite you to enter in on the adventure as you
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are abl e.

Today we are going to tal k about how t he presence
of Christ can nove us to worship with genuine enthusiasm

That's the thenme for today as we begin our fifty
day spiritual adventure.

Those who truly practice the presence of Chri st
will worship God with genuine enthusiasm

A few weeks ago, | think it was a couple weeks
bef ore Easter, maybe | onger, a good friend of mne, a
t eenager, said, "Pastor Wenda, |'ve got an extra ticket to
go to the Steven Curtis Chapman concert."

"Ch, yes, that's awesone."

| had never been to a Christian rock concert
bef ore.

| didn't even know who Chris Tomlin was. | didn't
know he was the one that does that song on K-LOVE.
I ndescri babl e, Uncontainable”, | didn't know that was the
guy.

| Iove that song, but | didn't realize that's who
it was.

But | did know that Casting Captain Crown does that
Voi ce of Truth that we had done here forty days | eadi ng up
to Easter.

So | was | ooking forward to hearing the original

artist sing that, and of course | like a | ot of songs Steven
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Curtis Chapman does.

Now, | know this nay come as a surprise to many of
you, but being married to Pastor Mark | have been to a few
rock concerts.

(Laughter)

Do you know what |'m sayi ng, okay? And sone that |
woul d rat her not have gone to.

What was the nanme of that one guy, Mark? The J.

G | es Band.

| thought what the heck is this? That was during
col | ege.

But | have been to a few and |I've kind of warnmed up
to the idea.

| grew up a trained nusician, classical nusician,
so | enjoyed nusic, and the Beatles and stuff, but not |ike
Mark. Not like he is. He's fanatical about stuff.

Anyway, | was able to drag himone tinme quite a few
years ago to the Garth Brooks concert when they were at the
state fair here, and that was fun.

And then we recently went to Jackson Browne and
John Cougar Mel | encanp.

Now at Mel | encanp and at Brooks, this m ght come as
a surprise to you, but I danced and sang the whole tine.

| know, it's out of character, | know, really out

of character.
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So | didn't know what | was going to do at a
Christian rock concert.

| had been at | arge Lutheran gatherings, you know
what | am sayi ng?

Sone of you know what | nean. | had been to those,
like as a kid, at a Lutheran rally in M nneapolis one tine
remenber when | was 17.

And | have been to |ike gatherings for pastors, and
| enjoy that because they really sing, even when they can't
sing very well, they like really sing, and | |ike that,
because | get caught up in that.

But |1've never been to a |l arge gathering of
Christians fromall denom nations, so | didn't really know
what to expect.

When | wal ked out of the M dAmerica Center
realized |I had just worshipped for |like two hours and | was
exhaust ed.

| was tired. | was energized, but | was tired, and
| actually felt the same way | do after |'m done working
out .

| don't really want to go, but | always know t hat
once |"'mdone | feel so nuch better.

It's the same thing. | felt the sanme way.
Ener gi zed but spent.

You know sonetines |ike when you add naybe two nore
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pounds, for me it was a pound at a time, to a weight or
sonet hing and you can really feel the difference in your
muscl es?

And | love that feeling. | just love that. It
hurts at the time, but | love that feeling. Wen you are
done you are energized, but exhaust ed.

Same for me when | practice ny trunpet. | don't
really want to go and do it, it's just a bunch of boring
exerci ses, but | do it because if | don't do it this nuscle
right here gets flabby and I can't play a note.

And |I' m al ways gl ad when |I'm done. It hurts, ny
muscl e hurts when |I'm done practicing if |'ve done things
well and right, or |I've actually even sweated a little bit,
but it feels good.

Now, did you know this word |iturgy, sone of you
ol d Lutherans, and no offense to you or anything, but it
means the work of the people.

And so you really ought to be wearing deodorant
when you come to worship, because it's supposed to be |ike
t hat .

You shoul d be worn out when you are done
wor shi ppi ng here.

It isn't a matter of checking it off and I think we
have m ssed that.

| think we have just grown accustoned to
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wor shi ppi ng the way that we do and forgetting that we are
actually supposed to sweat a little bit.

We are supposed to get worn out, kind of like a
Christian rock concert.

| know one of the reasons that | was able to get
courage up when | was in eighth grade to ask Brent to dance
at the eighth grade dance was because the |ights were | ow

You know how it is in gyns when you are in 7th and
8t h grade, junior high.

There is a reason for that. When the lights are
| ow you have a little nore courage.

And that's the sane thing that happened at the
Christian rock concert, the lights were way down, if you
want to flail about you feel nore free to do it.

| know the lights are really bright here today, and
we're working on it, I'mworking on this, so that at tinmes
the lights will be so low, we practiced a little bit during
t he season | eading up to Easter, practiced having the lights
| ow, because | noticed that you guys respond nore.

It's like that eighth grade dance thing. You're
willing to step out of your confort zone if | |ower the
lights a little bit in worship at tines.

So | realize that and I want to say it up front,
because we are not always going to have soneone at the |ight

board, but that doesn't nmean you shouldn't be worshi pping.
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Thank you, Anna, for standing up today. That was
huge. That took courage.

But we are supposed to be working. By the tinme we
| eave here we should be tired.

We really should be tired. W should energized,
exhaust ed, but energized. That's what worship is.

When we practice the presence of Christ, when we
are aware of his presence in our mdst, it will lead us to
genui ne worshi p, enthusiastic worship.

And many of you say, "I could really get into that,
Wenda, if | could just see Christ. It would be easy to
practice the presence of Christ if | could see him"

People think that. |In fact, Pastor Mark and | are
doi ng sonme interviews with our tenth graders now, hel ping
themto find a discipleship verse so that when they
cel ebrate their discipleship here in the fall they will have
a verse that goes with their faith.

And we have an opportunity to ask them "Do you
have any questions for us? Do you want to ask any
guestions?

A lot of the kids go, "No, not really."

| always say, "If you have a question, call me to
tal k together about it. | like to talk about God and what
he's doing in your life. | love that."

This one young woman, Hillary actually, she said,
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"Yes, | have a question. How cone Christ isn't seen today?
" m kind of jealous of Mbses. Wiy did he get to see the
face of God? | know his hairstyle changed and everyt hing,
but I wouldn't even mnd that. |I'mkind of jeal ous of
Moses. And what about those first disciples? It doesn't
seemfair that they got to be in the presence of Christ and
we have to kind of pretend that he's here.”

What if Christ was present here in bodily forn? He
woul d | ook |ike one of our visitors.

We have visitors that come, so we would actually
see him

We woul d know that he was here. Can you go with nme
on this a mnute?

What if he was actually here in bodily forn? How
woul d we adj ust our worship?

Maestro, where are? There you are? Wuld you
practi ce nore?

| got to thinking about this nyself. How would
adj ust ny nessage?

| am not even sure of ny knees. | don't think they
woul d support ne.

|"'mnot sure if | could get up if | saw Chri st
sitting right here in bodily form

Thi nk about this. How mght it change what we put

in the plate?
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| magi ne this a second. He's near in your section,
Joyce, and you are passing the plate past Jesus over to the
Wor t hi ngt ons, past Jesus, of course he's not going to put
anything in, but he is going to watch what you put in,
right?

(Laughter)

How woul d it change our worship together? What
about our singing? Wat about our singing?

You know when you read a story about soneone, or
when we talk to you about sonmeone's discipleship journey
here, and we do that a | ot because | think that's inportant,
| don't |like fake stories, | |like real stories, because that
way you can relate to it.

But | ast week at 7:45 | preached that service and

Joy gave ne perm ssion to tal k about her.

That's a huge thing. | really appreciate any of
you that say yes, you can go ahead, it will help sonebody
el se, that's what people say, if it will help sonebody el se
in their faith. 1 love that.

So Joy is sitting over here and I"'mtelling about
Joy and | say and she's sitting right over here and about
fifteen people, | could just see their eyes, they went right
over here to Joy, she is sitting right over here, they went
t here, because they were seeing how she | ooked when | was

tal ki ng about her.
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| magi ne when we read the Scripture. What if we
read that story about the transfiguration with Jesus sitting
ri ght here?

Woul dn't we [ ook at Jesus and think |I wonder what
he t hi nks of that story about hinf

Do you see what | nean? Do you get the idea? How
m ght his bodily presence transformwhat we do in this
pl ace?

| shudder with excitenent to think what it would be
like to serve hima cup of coffee. How about you coffee
m ni sters?

Woul dn't it just change the way we think about
taki ng the garbage out if the King was on canpus today? It
was the least | could do, right?

There is only one problemw th this. The other
churches, you know what |'m saying, in our conmunity.

If they got wind of the fact that Jesus was at
Bet hany and not there at their churches we wouldn't be very
popul ar.

It would be |ike wait a mnute. How cone Bethany?
Wy is he there and not in our church?

And that would be a problemand |I think that deep
down each and every one of us know that Jesus really didn't
want it that way.

He didn't want to just conme to Bethany. He didn't
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want to cone to one church.

That's why he said to his disciples before he died,

he said, "I will not |eave you alone." John 14.

"Inalittle while the world will no | onger see ne,
but you will see nme. Because | live, you will live also."
John 14.

John 20, after the resurrection the disciples are
all huddl ed together in that room they're all afraid
because they are thinking what happened to Jesus is probably
goi ng to happen to us now. So they are so afraid.

He conmes through shut doors of fear, as he al ways
does, and says peace, and then he breathes on them

He breathes on us and he says receive the Holy
Spirit. Receive ny spirit.

The spirit of Jesus Christ hinself, Disciples.
That's the Holy Spirit.

And if the spirit of Christ graces our churches
with his presence, that's the prom se, then can we take that
lightly?

Can we really sing half-heartedly, really, if
that's the truth?

Can we nmunbl e those prayers and "He is the one that
has gi ven peace and joy, he is the one," can we really sing
i ke that.

| am chal |l enging you. | amchallenging you for
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these next fifty days, | amchallenging you to trust in the
reality that Christ is present in this church.

He's present here. He's with us. He's here this
nor ni ng.

| am chal |l enging you to fix your m nds and your
hearts on the reality that Jesus Christ is present in this
church and when you worship

And when we | ook at that great text today from
Matthew 17, we |learn so nmuch from Peter.

| love Peter. | really relate to Peter. Go ahead
and look at it wth me for a second.

W will just look at a couple of verses. WMatthew
17, Verses 1 to 8.

We learn a lot fromPeter. W learn howto respond
to the presence of the risen Christ fromPeter in this story
and it is awesone.

He teaches us what a huge difference Christ nakes
in his mnd. |It's such a great story.

He takes Peter, Janes and John. | don't know why
he chose those three, but those were the three. That's
Verse 1.

They are up on that nountain. Wuldn't that be
awesone, to go on that Easter road with Jesus up the
nmount ai n?

They are up on the mountain. Jesus wastes no tine.
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Verse 2, he's transfigured.

They don't even have a chance to sit down. They
just barely get up there.

This is so like Jesus. He is always surprising us,
al ways surprising us with his presence and his glory and his
maj esty and his beauty, if we would | ook.

But suddenly he's transfigured. |In other words,
the word i s metanorphosis.

You know what it's like to be norphed. 1It's one of

t he nost painful things we endure, isn't it?

Who |ikes to be norphed? | don't. Unless it neans
I mght grow closer to Christ. It hurts.
But Jesus is norphed in front of them [In other

wor ds, they had seen the human form of Jesus, they had known
the Christ, but now the divine God, the divinity, the divine
i ght of God was now showing forth in the bodily form so
they get a glinpse of God in Jesus.

And | ook at Verse 4. Peter says to Jesus, what
does he say?

It's good. Do you think he munbled that? No.
think it was nore like, "Lord, it's good. |It's so good to
be here."

And then Peter goes, he can never control hinself,
he just goes nuts next, because he wants to build these

t hree booths, okay, hey, hey, let's build a booth for Elijah
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1 and Moses.

2 And then that's when | think that God's voice cane
3 t hrough and said, "Now, Peter, don't dilute the authority.

4 Remenber Jesus. Keep your focus on Jesus. Listen to him"
5 That's when they got afraid again, but then there
6 is Jesus again reaching down and touchi ng.

7 That's why we hold hands so nuch here at Bet hany,

8 so we can renenber that Jesus always touches us and brings
9 us back fromour fear to a new place agai n.

10 | just love this story and | | ove Peter's response,
11 isn'"t this good? This is so good.

12 Have you ever been to a worship experience where
13 you just didn't want to | eave?

14 | saw sone of you during Holy Wek kind of |inger a
15 bi t.

16 |'"ve sat with sone of ny sisters in Christ at the
17 cross after everyone el se was gone.

18 You just don't want to go back out there. You want
19 to stay because it feels so good.
20 Have you ever been in prayer with sonebody where
21 you just didn't want to weck the noment by even sayi ng
22 amen.
23 After the anmen you continue to hold. It happens to

24 me every Friday.

25 This story conmes to mind every Friday when ny
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prayer advocate prays, stands in the abyss for me and the
m nistry here.

| don't want to |leave. | do not want to break that
nonent .

| really get what Peter nmeans. Lord, could | just
| ock the door fromthe inside?

| don't knowif |I want to go back out there into
t hat heartache, into that darkness. But he prom ses us that
it's going to be okay.

When we practice the presence of the risen Christ
in our mdst it gives us over to genuine worship.

It's only natural that we would do that and one of
the ways that the church is fond to do that is to sing.

How about these guys? They' ve got the books and
they are still joyous. | love that picture.

But one of the ways that we worship is through
musi ¢ and singing and you don't have to be expert at it.

These guys, Mestro, can you get your group up
t here.

Show t hat next picture, Cindy. This is how we
ought to approach worship. Seriously.

(Laughter)

You know, the next time you are cleaning, and you

go nuts, you are singing in the shower, transfer that, bring

it on in here.
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Bring it in here because that's what we are
supposed to do.

We are supposed to be breaking out in song. That's
the picture I want you to | eave with today, because we have
so much to sing about.

Now, these guys, this worship team up here, | have
to get this straight with you guys, they are not here to do
your wor K.

Get your deodorant on when you cone to church,
okay, and go to worKk.

They are here to | ead you in the work; they are not
here to do your work for you, to do your praising.

So thank you for helping us do the work. | really
appreciate it, and | know you do, and you clap and praise
God for themat times and that's appropriate, too.

In fact, maybe we ought to do it nore. Maybe we
ought to do it nore, because it takes a ot to get up there.

Maybe we ought to praise God nmore for their gifts
and their willingness to lead us in the work of worship.

If we practice the presence of the risen Christ it
will give us over to genui ne worship.

Here is ny idea, let's practice. Stand up. | |ove
you guys. Let's stand up.

They are going to lead us in a little verse so when

we do it in a couple of mnutes it going to sound really
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good.

"We are going to celebrate, cel ebrate,

Cel ebrate Jesus.

Come on and cel ebrate

Make a joyful noise

Cel ebrate Jesus

Can't hold back, got to let it out,

Come on all God's people shout to the Lord

Lift up your hears and cel ebrate.”

That was great. That was really well done. Today
we are starting on a wonderful adventure.

It is a spiritual adventure, and |like any other
adventure you ever take in your life there is going to be
some unknown surpri ses.

| and Pastor Mark, we're praying that you m ght be
del i ghted and surprised during this fifty day spiritual
advent ure.

Because we have such an exciting life together in
Christ Jesus we don't have to stay in that dark tonb where
it's nmusty and snelly.

We can go out on the road where he is before us to
do that.

And when we thi nk about what Jesus has done for us,
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worship is a natural response.

It's just natural that we would stand and ki nd of
flail about |ike those people are doing.

You can even shut the lights dowmm. Brad, let's try
it on this next song, let's just go dark.

Go dark and let's try it, because you know what ?
Jesus is here.

He's here this norning. He's in our mdst. He's
her e.

And so let's shout. Let's not hold back. All

lights off, Brad. Let's go with it.
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