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PASTOR MARK FRY: This has been really kind of fun
for me, this whole series of fishing, and I'mkind of a
frustrated fishermn.

| don't get out as nmuch as | want and | don't get
to spend as nuch tinme near or on the water.

| lament that. That's not an excuse, | realize
t hat .

"' m hoping this spring to get out and get after
thema little bit.

But spring is not here yet, so we have been using
this opportunity of fishing the living water.

My thenme today is the catch and rel ease program
that God has for us.

We have been caught, but the challenge is that sonme
of us, when we are caught, we becone kind of like a fish, we
just kind of lay there and then aren't rel eased fromthe
past and released to then go and do our own fishing.

Grab your Bibles. Matthew 13 is a fascinating
chapter.

My kids are a little older now M son is 18 and
my daughter is 22, which is amazing in and of itself.

But they don't really don't do this anynore, but
they used to do this when this Valley Grl phenonenon was
goi ng around.

| know sonme parents still roll their eyes when
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their kids do this, like, like, like, well, you know, and
then she |ike, you know, oh, she like, she |like held nmy hand
l'i ke, oh, and like, Iike, I|ike.

Jesus is doing a little of that today. The ki ngdom
of heaven is |ike.

But Jesus is not the valley guy; he's the peak and
t he valley guy.

And so | want to run you into that chapter, because
I think the key to understanding this net parable is to see
some of the other ones.

So we need to ook in that 13th Chapter. [|'m going
to keep you right on this sane page.

Sonme of the Bibles are paged differently, but I'm
on page 14, and it's going to be right around there in your
New Test ament .

I f you didn't bring your own we do provide them
but we have a couple different ones floating around the
room

So here is part of Jesus doing this like thing. 1In
Matt hew 13: 31 he says:

"The ki ngdom of heaven is like a nustard seed.”

And then in 33 he says it's |like yeast.

And then he says in verse 44 it's like a treasure
hidden in a field.

In 45 it's like a merchant in search of fine
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pearl s.

And then he hits us with the Iike a net, but we
need to slow down a little bit and see the context of this.

Agai n, he's just peppering his audience here with
di fferent teachings.

And | think it's really inportant for us to see
Verses 44 and followi ng there so that we get where he's
going with this net thing.

So we need to take a little closer | ook at those
two rapid-fires.

Those are about the briefest parables that he uses
in the whole Bible, the one about the merchant and the one
about the treasure hidden in the soil.

So | ook at Verse 44. "The ki ngdom of heaven is
li ke treasure hidden in a field which someone found and hid.
Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys
the field."

"Agai n, the kingdom of heaven is |like a nmerchant in
search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great val ue
he went and sold all that he had and bought it."

| want you to pay close attention to the farmer and
the merchant in those two parabl es.

Notice the total vulnerability of those two. They
sell all that they have.

The first one sells all that he has. The second
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one went and sold all that he had.

What that suggests to us is absolute, conplete
extension, total vulnerability. They are broke.

They have found the pricel ess treasure and they
cannot |ive without it.

They extend everything they've got now for that
particular gift that God has given us.

And so notice the power lies in the treasure and
the pearl; not the people.

Do you see that? The treasure and the pearl seem
to be totally passive, but actually they are totally active.

And, see, part of us wants to think that it's al
about humans are the ones that are active, but Jesus is
being very careful here of teaching us it's not about
activity, it's about ny activity; not yours.

This nmerchant and this farnmer are totally out
t here.

It is absolute grace that they found this treasure,
this pearl, this wonderful gift of salvation, the kingdom of
heaven.

That is what the kingdom of heaven is. The source
of power are the treasure and the pearl. The farner and the
mer chant are powerl ess.

That is why we as a Lutheran church believe this is

good t heol ogy.
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That it is not us; it's the bread and the w ne that
wor k in us.

It's not about nme. |'m passive to sone extent.
It's about God. |It's the sane with the water.

It's not about us conjuring up the faith; it's
about God working in those el ements of bread and w ne.

It's the same thing. W are powerless. That's the
first and second step of a twelve step program

Came to understand that |'m powerless. But there
is one who has power. God.

It's kind of a three step dance. | can't do it,
God can, and I'mgoing to let him

That's what these parables are all about. So you
have to understand. That's where Jesus is comng from

He's peppering themw th these three powerless
stories.

So he hits us with those three and then he's going
to start telling his fish story.

The fish story, I would like to call it the good,
the bad, and the discarded. Kind of like a Cint Eastwod
novi e.

But you can't really understand that until you
understand a couple concepts that are just ranpant in the
Bible and in the Holy Land.

You need to understand the context is that
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1 cl eanli ness was thought to be next to godliness.

2 And you probably have parents and grandparents that
3 have told you that same thing.

4 But theologically in the Jewi sh community they were
5 not only thought to be godliness, they were reckoned to be

6 ri ght eousness.

7 In other words, the whol e existence of the

8 community was based on cl ean and uncl ean.

9 And you are only supposed to hang with certain

10 peopl e and those are people that are clean.

11 And you are only supposed to eat certain things and
12 t hose are things that are clean.

13 And to prove that to you | want you to join ne in

14 the Bible, clear in the beginning parts of the Bible.

15 The first five books of the Bible are the law. The
16 | aw of Israel. GCenesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Deuteronony and

17 Nunmber s.

18 Take a | ook at Leviticus 11. Leviticus 11, | have

19 it on page 98 in ny Bible, but yours mght be alittle

20 di fferent.

21 What you need to see in this book of Leviticus is

22 what God is doing is he says right away, and if you have the

23 time, and you can go ahead and read it, if you want to have
24 sonme fun reading, read 11, 12, 13 and 14 this afternoon at
25 hone, because this is all about the cleanliness of the
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Jewi sh community, of the Israelites.

But 11:1, "The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron and he
says tell the people this, speak to them saying."

Now what he's going to do is he's going to tel
themthe things they can eat and the things they can't eat.

Ri ght away then 11:2, "From anong all the |and
animal s, these are the creatures that you my eat. Any
ani mal that has divided hoofs and is cleft-footed and chews
the cud, such you may eat."

That would be |ike a cow. You can have beef.

"But anong those that chew the cud or have divided
hoofs you shall not eat the following: Canel,"” so | hate to
break it to you, but you're probably are not going to have
camel for brunch today.

No big deal for those of us that don't have canels
around. It gets nmore specific fromthere.

Then he tal ks about how you al so better lay off
the rock badger in Verse 5.

That doesn't bother me either, because |'ve never
been a rock badger guy.

Then we get into Verse 6, "The hare,” that's a
rabbit, "for even though it chews the cud, it does not have
di vi ded hoofs, it's unclean for you."

He didn't want them eating rabbits, and I don't

know why, |'ve had hasenpfeffer down at the Bohen an Cafe
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and | kind of like it, but |I'mnot Kosher, see, and | don't
practi ce the Kosher diet.

Notice then what he does. Then Verse 7, the pig,
this is why our Jewi sh brothers and sisters do not eat pork
products.

They are forbidden in the |aw and he says you just
need to lay off of that.

And the people kind of go why? WeIlIl, because they
are consi dered unclean, just |like the canel, the rock
badger, the hare and pork products.

Thi nk back. If you are four thousand years ago in
t he desert, and you have a God who | oves you, and you have
people that are eating all kinds of stuff around you and al

of a sudden they start dropping over dead, what is God going

to do?

He's going to say, you guys, lay off the pork
products. | have not invented refrigerators or freezers
yet.

God is a God of life; not a God of death. He wants
his people to be alive and healthy and wel .

So there is a holiness and then it becones
t heol ogi cal , because there is a whole way you are supposed
to wash your stuff and you are supposed to take care of
stuff.

There are certain people you should not associate
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Those are uncl ean people; they m ght be |epers;

t hey m ght be wonen who are having their nonthly discharge,
you need to stay away from them

But here is what | want you to see in Verse 9.
"These you may eat, of all that are in the waters.
Everything in the waters that has fins and scal es, whether
in the seas or in the streans, such you nmay have.

And |'m off the hook there. We had trout Friday
night. |'m okay.

But, | ook, "Anything in the sea or the streans that
does not have fins and scales, of the swarm ng creatures in
the waters and anong all the other living things that are in
the waters, they are detestable to you and detestabl e they
shall remain. O their flesh you shall not eat and their
carcasses you shall regard as a detestable. Everything in
the waters that does not have fins and scales is detestable
to you."

Now | "min trouble, because we had shrinp | ast
Sunday, and you need to understand, this is what God is
sayi ng.

He's basically telling themthe things they can't
be eating anynore, but that's 11, 9 and 10.

"Anyt hi ng that does not have fins and scal es,

whet her in the sees or in the streams, such you may not
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eat .

Crabs. Lobsters, octopus, shrinp, oysters, clans,
and you may say to ne, what is the deal with that?

s God such a killjoy that he doesn't want people
eating those things?

No, but consider the context again, and | was just
tal king to sonebody before the worship service, and if you
have an allergy to shell fish you know what is going on.

| f you have ever had linguini with bad clam sauce
you know what is going on. God doesn't want you to go down
t hat pat h.

But you see what happens then is God is a God of
abundant |ife, so nuch so that he sends Jesus, and Jesus
changes everyt hi ng.

He doesn't throw the | aw out, but he gives it a
totally different understandi ng.

So now we fast forward to the New Testanent Book of
Act s.

This is found in ny Bible on page 1122, 10th
Chapter.

But it's interesting because the disciple Peter is
t he one who got out of the boat, tried to walk on the water
and sank, but Jesus keeps reinventing himand reinviting him
into his future, because he fails, but he's this perfect

qui ntessenti al nodel of what the church is.
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We sink, but we get back up. He's a rock, he's
solid, but he denies, he is just |ike you and ne.

But notice himin the Book of Acts, the 10th
Chapter, what he's doing here is he's going to have a dream
Verse 9.

"About noon the next day, as they were on their
journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof
to pray. He becane hungry and he wanted sonething to eat
and while it was being prepared he fell into a trance. He
saw t he heavens open and sonething like a | arge sheet com ng
down being |lowered to the ground by its four corners. In it
were all kinds of four-footed creatures and reptiles and
birds of the air and the voice said to him "Get up, Peter,
kill and eat." Peter said, "By no neans, Lord, for | have
never eaten anything that is profane or unclean.™

"The voice said to himagain, a second tine, "Wat
God has made cl ean you nust not call profane.”

"Thi s happened three tinmes and the thing was
suddenly taken up into heaven."

What has happened is Jesus has changed everyt hi ng,
and now all of a sudden the Holy Spirit has descended on
Peter, who was a good | aw abi ding Christian Jewi sh person
who t hought that we still need to watch what we eat, but God
is saying if you are hungry get up and eat.

Those di stinctions have been w ped away by the gift
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of Jesus.

Ri ght across the colum Peter puts it all together,
Verse 34, "Peter began to speak to them | truly understand
that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who
fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him"

It doesn't matter what your bloodline is. God
shows no partiality.

The reason we need to understand that is because
now we need to go back to the Matthew 13 story and we need
to look at the net with those eyes as well, as a sonewhat
I nformed Jew sh audi ence, Jew sh Christian audi ence, the
first century.

Verse 47. "Again, the kingdom of heaven is |like a
net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every
kind."

There woul d have been clans in there. There would
have been shrinp in there.

There woul d have been oysters in there. Maybe even
an octopi or two, along with trout, sal non, hering, al
di fferent Kkinds.

"When it was full they drew it ashore and sat down
and put the good in the baskets, but threw out the bad."

They threw out the unclean. There is a difference
t here.

But, see, here is where it gets real interesting
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because we as Christians think we are so good at figuring
out at who is good and who is not.

And the Jewi sh people were guilty of the sane
t hi ng.

You could tell right away if sonmebody was Jew sh by
their circuntision, but also just by their whole way they
lived their life.

And i medi ately God is setting this up. Well,
there is good and there is bad, and just make nme the judge
and | can determ ne who is better.

But you see where this is going. Do you think
you're better than ne?

What do you nean? |'mnore righteous than you. |
gi ve nore noney than you.

| go to church nore often than you. | pray nore
often than you.

| don't eat certain foods, or | don't drink certain
substances, |'m better than you.

But notice closely it's the sane net. The net was
thrown into the sea. It caught fish of every kind.

Cleaning the fish is God's job. [It's not your job
and it's not my job. And so is the sorting.

"' m not supposed to go around and do background
checks on you people, and you are not supposed to do them on

anybody el se and say they need to be kicked out of the
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1 church because they aren't quite as righteous, you shoul d

2 see this guy, he or she is a total hypocrite. | see her out
3 in the real world. You should be kicking themout of this
4 church.

5 That's God's job; it's not our job. So is judging

6 t he good and the bad.

7 And we see this really closely again in the 13th
8 Chapt er.

9 If we had the tine we would | ook real closely,

10 Jesus is telling this fascinating story about a farner who
11 pl ants sone wheat.

12 In the very sane field with the wheat sonebody

13 cones in the mddle of night and they plant a bunch of

14 weeds.

15 And he tells the farner, he says don't worry about
16 the weeds, I'lIl take care of them at the harvest.

17 Sone people want to go around and they want to

18 pl uck every little weed out of the garden instead of

19 worrying about the tender shoots that are just starting to
20 devel op in the seed in the wheat field.

21 The sanme is true of the kingdom of God as far as
22 the good and the bad, the fish, we need to |l et them swim

23 freely. W can't be judging people and ki cking them out.
24 | don't know if you've of ever seen the video Fish.

25 Has anybody in the business world or education world?
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The fish philosophy is nodeled off of a Pike's
Place fish market in Seattle.

We are so excited. Qur son is noving to Seattle
this summer and we have visited this place a couple
different tines.

It's an amazing store. They have these guys that
are just crazy that work in Pike's Place and they have so
much fun while they are working that they literally have
busi ness people fromthe greater Seattle area that cone at
3:00 o'clock in the norning just to be in their presence and
to shovel ice for their fish store.

Because they have got to go back to their real jobs
and it isn't near as much fun there.

But they say there is four fish phil osophies.

Number one, be there.

In other words, if you are with sonebody, be with
them Don't act |ike, hey, howit's going, got to run, but
actually be with sonebody.

Be there in their presence. This is how we fish.
How is it going? | really do want to know.

Look themin the eye. WMke their day. Mke them
think they are the nobst inportant person in the world.

Don't sit in judgnent of them but |ove them Make
their day. Mke themsmle alittle bit.

Choose your attitude. Yeah, | got a sore foot, |
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got a new pair of shoes, but I'mgoing to choose to be
positive today, because a ot of tinmes the only sernon
people hear is the one that's witten on ny face.

A guy sent me an E email this week. He said there
is a great one that says if you | ove Jesus you m ght | et
your face know. A great one.

Choose your attitude, and |I'm not saying rai nbows
and noonbeans and happy- happy- happy.

|'' m saying be there with people. Choose your
attitude of gratitude and thankful ness and forgi veness.

And, finally, have fun. For heaven's sake,
literally, have fun.

Whet her it's in your workplace, your playspace, but
| bring it into the church today.

This is our opportunity as Christians. | read a
great quote this week, it said, "Sounding out bad news is
for fog horns. Not Christians. A fog horn warns near by
vessels to stay clear. Fog horns know they're doing their
j ob when everybody stays away.

"Alot of Christians are that way. They like to
get up and say what is wong instead of being there with
peopl e, maki ng soneone's days, choosing a positive attitude,
and being grateful for whatever we've got, and having sone
fun."”

Agai n, Jesus references that patient farmer. He's
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not blind to the weeds. He's not a dunmb farner.

He just knows that God will take care of the
har vest .

He doesn't need to, and it would be a waste of tine
to go off and try to correct everybody.

| had a guy in my office this week, he was
crestfallen.

And one of the issues he was crestfallen about was
this nmurderer down in Wchita, Kansas, where this guy was
the church council president and he was a serial killer.

Thi s guy was absol utely appalled that that church
| et that guy be around there and didn't have him ki cked out.

They didn't know. How would they? This guy's wife
didn't even know.

But it's not our job as churches to kick out people
of questionable character. If we did that it would just be
Brad and | here.

(Laught er)

That's not our job. W are to be in the wel com ng
busi ness; not the warning business.

That's why we wanted you to have these postcards,
and again | don't want you to just say I"'mgoing to wite
this to nmy brother, he's a pagan, |I'mjust going to put his
name on it and send it in the mail.

That's one way of doing it, but that's probably not
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going to be effective.

You could wite a nice little note on that. You
are going to need to put a stanp on it, by the way, because
the bulk thing won't work unless we send them all together
at one tine.

So pl ease put a postcard stanp on that, put
sonebody's nanme on it, maybe a kind little note, be there
wi th sonebody.

How is it going? Wat time can | pick you up on
Easter for worship services? And brunch is on nme that day.

But, see, that's what fishing is about. Fishernen
don't use dynamte; they use |ove and patience and ki ndness.

| have a great quote again, "People these days are
not asking what nmust | do to be saved; they are asking what
must | do to survive, and when the church starts to answer
the survival question, revival wll happen.”

I ndi vidually, and also as a church, it's not our
job to save people.

But it is our opportunity to reach out to people
with some survival skills.

And when we do that there will be a revival in us.
Not hi ng feels better in the whole world.

| was reading a resource this week that tal ked a
little bit about sonme different netaphors and they were

encour agi ng people to wite their own, what the kingdom of
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heaven is |ike.

And Steven Covey tells this fascinating story. He
says the kingdom of heaven is |like a subway ride, and
listen, this is fascinating to ne, because | woul d encourage
you to wite your own parable.

"1 remenber a paradigmshift | experienced one
Sunday nmorning in New York City on a subway. People were
sitting quietly, sonme readi ng newspapers, sone lost in
t hought, sonme resting with their eyes closed. It was a very
cal m peaceful scene.

"A man and his children entered the car. The
children were soon yelling back and forth, throw ng things
and grabbi ng peopl e's papers.

"It was very disturbing and yet the father sitting
next to me did absol utely nothing.

"It was difficult for me not to feel really
irritated.

"I could not believe he could be so insensitive as
to let his children run wild and do not hing about it.

"It was easy to see that everyone el se on the
subway felt irritated, too, just |ike ne.

"So finally, with what | felt was unusual patience
and restraint, | said, "Sir, your children are really
di sturbing a | ot of people. | wonder if you couldn't

control thema little nore?"
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1 "The man lifted his gaze, as if comng to a

2 consci ousness of the situation for the first time, and he

3 said softly, "Oh, | guess you're right. I'msorry. | guess
4 | should do sonething about it. W just came fromthe

5 hospital where their nother died an hour ago. | don't know

6 what to think and | guess they don't how to handle it

7 ei ther."

8 "Can you imagine how !l felt at that nonment," he
9 writes.

10 "Suddenly | saw things differently, and because
11 saw things differently I thought differently. | felt

12 differently. | behaved differently. M irritation

13 vani shed.

14 "1 didn't have to worry about controlling ny

15 attitude or ny behavior. M heart was suddenly filled with
16 this man's pain.

17 "Feel i ngs of synpathy and conpassion flowed into nme
18 and they flowed out of ne.

19 "Your wife just died? 1'mso sorry. Can you tel
20 me about it? |Is there anything | can do to hel p?

21 Everyt hing just changed in an instant."

22 That's the paradigm shift of understanding. Not to
23 be judging, but to be welcom ng and | oving.

24 Anot her one is, "The kingdom of heaven is like a

25 bee. A naturalist wites a story about bees recently. It
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was nost intriguing.

"One of the things he said about the honey bee was
t hat you can al ways keep bees, but you can never keep a
si ngl e bee.

"I'f you isolate a bee you can give it the nost
favorabl e tenperature for a bee, you can give it plenty of
water, plenty of flowers, plenty of food, and ideal habitat,
but that bee with die in |less than two days.

"There is sonething about a community of bees that
keeps it alive.

"You can keep bees, but you cannot keep a single
bee. That's likew se true of Christian faith. You cannot
be a Christian by yourself. You are going to die. W are
called to buzz together."

We are called to fish. The kingdom of heaven is
like all those different things, fill in your blanks wth
your own stories today. Take an opportunity.

For us today the kingdom of heaven is |like a net,
and | have ny old German net out of ny office |ast night,
brought it into worship, got this tel escopic deal on it, has
a netric measuring systemon it, it's pretty cool, but
here's the deal

We have been caught in the net, and for sone
reason, not ours, God has judged us innocent, and cl ean, and

forgiven.
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And | close with kind of a powerful little story.
| brought ny piece of paper up here to showit.

This is by a guy named Steve W nger in Lubbock,
Texas. He's telling about his |last coll ege exam

"It was a final in a logic class known for its
difficult exans.

"To help us on our test ny professor told nme and us
that we could bring as nmuch information to the exam as we
could fit on to a notebook piece of eight and a half by
el even page. Most students crammed as many facts as
possi ble on to their sheet.

"But one student wal ked into class. He put a piece
of not ebook paper on the floor and he had an advanced | ogic
student conme and stand on the paper.

(Laughter)

"The advanced | ogi ¢ student stood there and told
hi m everyt hing he needed to know on the final exam He was
the only student who got an A.

"The ultimate final examw |l come when we stand
before God and he asks why should I let you in?

"On our own we cannot possibly pass the test. CQur
creative attenpts to earn internal life fall short, but we
have sonmeone who stands in for us."

Again, we return and we end with Matthew 13, Verse

47.
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1 "The ki ngdom of heaven is like a net thrown into

2 the sea. It caught fish of every kind. Wen it was full

3 they drew it ashore and sat down and put the good into

4 baskets, but threw out the bad."

5 Most Christian focus on the |ast part.

6 "So it will be at the end of the age. The angels
7 wi Il come out and separate the evil and the righteous and

8 throw theminto the furnace of fire, where there will be

9 weepi ng and gnashi ng of teeth."”
10 And sone people like to ook at that and they nore
11 or less rub their hands in glee. Finally they are going to

12 get theirs.

13 The point of the Gospel is, thanks to be God, you
14 are not going to get yours.

15 Because, you see, we have one who stands in for us.
16 We have one who has gone to the cross for us.

17 Jesus not only judges us, but he stands in for us.

18 He wor ks both sides of the judge' s bench.

19 It's not what you know, but who you know t hat

20 matters.

21 Let's pray for a noment. Would you join ne,

22 pl ease?

23 Thanks, gracious God, that we are in your net.

24 It's kind of a scary place to be. [It's not full yet. There
25 is roomfor nore.
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1 And so we want to be effective fishernen and

2 fi sherwonen for people.

3 So, Lord, give us sonme courage as we go fromthis
4 pl ace to make a difference in this world by fishing, by

5 being there for people, by choosing a good attitude, by

6 havi ng sone fun, by maki ng sonmeone's day.
7 Lord, we thank you for making our day, for standing
8 in for us, for blessing us with grace and love. |In the nane

9 of Christ.
10
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