10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
ELKHORN, NEBRASKA
MARCH 11, 2007

KARL SCHAPHORST




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MR. SCHAPHORST: We have been interview ng and
listening to sone witnesses who either had sonme experience
with the crucifixion or had sone experience in know ng the
joy of Christ.

We've talked to the crown of thorns. W' ve tal ked
to the robe; to the nails. This Wednesday we will talk with
t he spear.

We're also talking to real w tnesses, people like
you and ne, and |I'm so honored and glad that nmy good friend
M ke who works with ne is here today to share his testinony
on his journey towards the cross.

Qur reading today conmes fromthe Gospel of Luke,
Chapter 23, verses 32 to 43, if you would like to follow
al ong.

"Two ot her men, both crimnals, were also | ed out
with himto be executed.

"When they cane to the place called The Skull, there
they crucified him along with the crimnals, one on his
right and the other on his left.

"Jesus said, "Father, forgive them for they know
not what they do."

"And they divided up the clothes by casting |ots.
The peopl e stood watching and the rulers even sneered at him

"They said, "He saved others, |et him save hinself,

if he is the Christ of God, the chosen one."
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"The sol diers also cane up and nocked him They
of fered hi mw ne vinegar and said, "If you are the King of
the Jews, save yourself."

"There was a witten notice above himwhich read,
"This is the King of the Jews."

"One of the crimnals who hung there hurled insults
at him "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us."

"But the other crimnal rebuked him "Don't you
fear God," he said, "since you are under the sane sentence.
We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds
deserve, but this man has done not hing wong."

"And then he said, "Jesus, renenber ne when you cone
into your kingdom™

"Jesus answered, | tell you the truth, today you
will be with me in paradise."

Thi s ends our reading.

This is a tough story. It paints a very clear
pi cture of Calvary, doesn't it? W know what is going on
t here.

There is a scripture verse that | think of in
Gal ati ans, second chapter, it goes, "I was crucified with
Christ, and yet | do not live, but Christ lives in me. The
life |l lead in the body is in faith to the Son of God, who
| oved nme and gave hinself for ne."

It is a cruel and tough scene that is described in
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Luke, but really it's just a great |ove story.

| would like to dive into this and take a cl oser
| ook at what treasures we m ght be able to pull fromthis.

There's not a lot of words, there's not a | ot of
sentences that Jesus speaks when he's on the cross, so when
he does we really ought to pay attention and try to extract
as nmuch nourishment fromit, don't you think?

We know that the scene was described. W have Jesus
and then we have two crosses, one on the right and one on the
left, and then we have this cross in the mddle

And t hen Jesus says, "Father, forgive them for they
know not what they're doing."

| teach fourth and fifth graders, and I'l|l preach,
and | can say a |lot of righteous things, and | try to do a
| ot of righteous things.

But I"'mhere to tell you that ny words and ny feet
are not always in sync.

| will confess that | am a hypocrite, very nuch so,
but Jesus is not.

The words that he says he lives and there is no
flaw.

If you look at this, "Father, forgive them for they
know not what they are doing."

Do you renmenber the Sernon on the Mount? Do you

remenber what he taught in the 5th Chapter, Verse 44?
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Do you renenber those words? Pray for your enen es.
Pray for those who persecute you. Love your enem es.

How difficult is that? Jesus is up on the cross
bei ng nurdered, being executed, and his executioners are
t here nocking him and yet he does not forget the words that
he preaches; he lives them

Only Jesus. Really. Only Jesus. But what a great
rol e nodel we have.

We can strive for that. Yes, we can. W can want
and desire to be like him and it's good. That's very good.

" mgoing to go out a little further into the story,
because | think the scene that is set is very telling.

It tal ks about these crimnals. W have one at the
| eft and one at the right.

And | don't know which one was the one that was
nocki ng Jesus and which one was the one that was rebuking the
ot her crimnal.

| don't know if that was right or left, so I'm going
to make an assunpti on here.

|'"mgoing to say that the one on the left was the
crimnal, was the cross that was nocking Jesus, and what did
he say?

"Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us."

If I could put a | abel on this cross, the cross on

the left, I mght call it the world.
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It looks Iike the world, the world which is Satan's
ki ngdom

We, who are children of God, do not belong here. W
bel ong i n heaven.

This is not our home. This is Satan's hone. This
is Satan's ki ngdom

So as sonmeone who |ived and subscribed to that
ki ngdom you woul d al nost expect themto sound |ike Satan.

| " mhere to tell you these words are very eerily
simlar to the very words that Satan spoke to Jesus when he
was bei ng tenpted.

Do you renenber, forty days fasting in the desert
and Satan |l eads himup to the highest place on the tenple and
what does he say to Jesus? Do you renenber?

Well, if you are the son of God, cast yourself down.
Go ahead, cast yourself down, because if you are the Son of
God you can save yourself, right?

But Jesus responded with the word of God sayi ng you
cannot test, we should not test the Lord our God, right?

Jesus didn't respond to the crimmnal, but |I find it
amazing how simlar his words reflect those of Satan.

It's the world. Scripture describes this. It
really does, and | searched the scriptures, | wanted to find
sonet hing that m ght describe what this cross represents

And if you ask ne, both crosses, they can categorize
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every single living being that is alive.

We either bel ong or subscribe to the cross on the
| eft, or we belong or subscribe to the cross on the right.

What does that cross on the left really | ook |ike?
| found sonme passages in Romans.

| amgoing to go to Romans, the first chapter of the
Book of Romans, starting in verse 21. This is what Paul
wites.

"For although they knew God," you cannot deny t hat
this crimnal knew who Jesus clainmed to be.

He knew him He knew him because he obviously
said, well, if you are the Christ, save us. So he knew him

You know what is interesting here? Satan knows
Jesus.

So do all his denons. They know him In fact they
believe in him so just knowi ng himcertainly may not be
sal vati on

"For al though they knew God, they neither glorified
hi m as God, nor gave thanks to him Therefore, God gave them
over. 1In the sinple desires of their hearts, they exchanged
the truth of God for a lie," which happens all the tine.

99 percent truth, 1 percent lie, equals a lie. Take
what they are confortable with, just change it alittle bit,
and then you've got a lie, and that's what they were doing.

They were taking the truths of God and then
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distorting it and making it a lie. It happens all the tine.

"They exchanged the truth of God for a lie and
wor shi pped and served created things."

This is what the world does. This is what the world
does.

We can worship the things that we see, things that
we feel, things that make us feel good, or things that cause
us pain, these are the things that are in the world.

We see that stuff and that's what happens. W serve
and worship the things that are in the world, rather than the
one that created the world, who is forever praised.

This is the cross on the left. Wat about the one
on the right?

"1l use the very word that Jesus used, which is
par adi se.

So if the one on the left is the world, let's cal
the one on the right paradise.

Now, scripture talks a |lot about that, and |I'm not
going to give you a lot of information or details on what
scripture says on what paradi se |ooks |like or what it is.

What | find interesting is that this crimna
hangi ng on the cross went from bei ng condermed to death to
bei ng a saved son of God in a matter of nobnents, and | was
curious, how did this happen?

There is a nessage of salvation contained in just a
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few verses here.

The nessage of salvation maybe isn't so conplicated;
maybe it's really very basic and sinple.

Can we study this? Let's go to the scripture and
let's look at this carefully and see what we can learn from
this crimnal on the right who is able to get Jesus to say
t hose magi cal words, "I tell you the truth, today you wll be
with me in paradise.”

| start in verse 40. "But the other crimmnal," this
woul d be the crimnal on the right, "rebuked him Don't you
fear God?"

Let's stop right there. Fearing God. Maybe this
already is one step towards sal vation

Let's go to the scriptures and find out. Let's
support this with scripture and | go Psalm 85, Verse 9. Here
is what it says.

"Surely his salvation is near to those who fear
him"

So this makes all the sense. If we want to get on
that road to redenption, if we want to get on that road to
salvation, it starts with believing that there is a God and
having fear in him believing that he has power over us.

It's difficult to get there without it, and notice
how this crimnal starts with that.

Don't you fear God? Interesting.
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Psal m 111 says this, "The fear of the Lord is the
begi nning of wi sdom™

And in another place in scripture it says that
wi sdom you should seek it with everything you have. |
believe that's in Proverbs.

Real true wi sdom You should give everything away
to grasp real true wisdom and it starts with the fear of the
Lord. Interesting. | like it.

So, he says that. He fears God. Then he goes on
and says, "We," neaning him the cross on the left and the
cross on the right, "are being punished justly, for we are
getting what our deeds deserve."

What just happened there? | alnost hear a
confession. He's admtting that he's done sonet hi ng wong.

Scripture tal ks about confessions in a |ot of
pl aces.

It says in First John, Verse 9, "If we confess our
since, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins
and purify us fromall unrighteousness.”

Interesting. There is a confession there.

You know what else | see in those two sentences that
the cross on the right said?

| hear this sense of repentance, of renorse, of
putting on the sack cloth and nourning about the decision he

made.
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There is repentance. Repentance and confession, and
scripture also supports this.

Scripture also says in the Book of Jerem ah, it
tal ks about the Nation of Israel, howif you just cleanse
your hearts of all the evil desires, then you will be saved,
and that word is used, salvation, saved, cleanse your hearts
of evil doing, turn away fromthe w ckedness, turn away from
that which is unclean, that that is of the world, and focus
on the things that are righteous.

Repent. Turn. There's repentance. There's
confession and then there is repentance. Let's read on

He turns to Jesus now and he speaks to Jesus
directly, and the first word he says is Jesus.

| think that's significant. | think that's very
significant.

In the Book of Acts it says, "For by no other nane
under heaven given to man can we be saved."

It has to start with Jesus. It has to start with
hi m

"Renenber ne when you cone into your kingdom" And
there | see the cross on the right giving an acknow edgnent
to a truth, that Jesus is who he says he is, Jesus is Lord,
and he said it with his nouth. He said it with his nouth.

Romans, Chapter 10, Verse 9, "If you confess with

your nmouth Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God
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raised himfromthe dead, you will be saved."”

It goes on to say in Verse 13, "Everyone who calls
on the nanme of the lord will be saved."

There is a nessage of salvation in that. | find it
amazi ng, the cross on the right, there was no baptism there
was no communi on, there was no ritual, there was no
sacrifice.

Al there was was a sinple rendering of the heart.
It's a heart matter. We honor God with that, but salvation
is an issue of the heart, as proved out in this very |ast
monment of this crimnal's life. He gained that precious gift
of salvation. That's a |esson.

| was preparing this, and it's interesting, | have
sone other people in nmy industry that are very faithful
peopl e and we gat her together every once in a while in
fell owshi p.

And there's this one gentleman who is very
knowl edgeabl e about the scriptures and he al ways chal | enges
ne.

And he said, well, let's talk about salvation and
see if we can't put that into a little one page sound bite.

And | very nmuch tried to do that and cane up with
sonmet hi ng.

And it was interesting how that really prepared ne

for this.
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But it also hel ped nme cone to maybe the real nessage
that is on display when we think of Calvary.

Calvary. In the scripture the call it The Place of
t he Skull.

The Latin translation of the skull is calvaria;
hence the nanme Cal vary.

And we have this imge on one side. As we talked
about, you have the worl d.

The cross on the left mght represent the worldly
view apart from Chri st.

Then you have the cross on the right, which
represents paradise

In the O d Testanent translations, or G eek
transl ati ons, that word paradi se neans garden, a blissful
pl ace.

And that takes ne all the way back to the second
chapter of Genesis. \What a great description for that.

We haven't tal ked nuch about the cross in the
m ddl e, have we?

And maybe it's al nost bl asphenous to suggest that
that cross in the mddle represents sin, but it's scriptural.

Second Cori nthians says that the one who is w thout
sin, our Savior, Jesus, became sin for us.

In those final noments of Jesus's life he becane the

very abom nation that has separated us fromour Father in
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heaven. He becane sin.

And | really believe at that nmonment our Father in
heaven could no | onger | ook upon Jesus, because his perfect
eyes cannot be so behol den to such sin.

And Jesus truly was al one, and when he was on that
cross he was saying, "Father, why have you forsaken nme," and
there was no answer.

But Jesus fulfilled his purpose. You see, renenber
that scripture, | was crucified with Christ, and it's not |
that lives, but Christ in ne.

What died on Calvary that day was not Jesus; it was
sin that died.

Sinis what was crucified. Sin is what was nailed
to the cross.

So when | say | was crucified with Christ, so that
no longer live, it is nmy sinful nature that | pray would be
hung on that cross, to wither and die, so that the spirit of
God can shine brightly in nme.

We are truly separated from God by sin, and Jesus
has becone the bridge to get us fromthe world back to
par adi se.

Hi s resurrection denonstrated his power over sin,
and if we put our faith in him just |ike that cross on the
right did, then we bridge the sin and enter into paradise.

| would like to introduce ny friend M ke to cone up
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and share his testinony, because it's very relevant to this
di scussion, and I'mso glad that he's here to do this and
appreciate the risk he's taking. M Kke.

M KE: Thank you, Karl. You'll have to forgive ne.
| had to wite ny thoughts down.

| " mneither an orator, nor a mnister, so if you
wll bear with me I'lIl try not to exactly read fromit, but I
wanted to nmake sure | captured everything that | felt.

Karl has asked ne to give ny testinony today, and
"' m nore than happy to share with you ny journey to the Lord,
my Savi or.

| was raised in the Catholic church, educated in a
Cat holic grade school, Catholic high school, married in the
Catholic church to a Catholic girl for 36 years.

But I nust admt | had no relationship with God, nor
did | for that matter with ny Catholic faith.

| worked with Karl for several years in the sane
office, but we were never really close.

| left that conpany to pursue other opportunities
with a conpetitor for close to five years.

For sonme reason | had a desire to return to the
conpany that | had left earlier and the opportunity presented
itself and | returned.

After a couple of years back at the firmny wfe

faced major surgery that did not go well and she suffered
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this disabling damage that resulted fromthe surgery that
changed her life and m ne.

And shortly after that |, too, faced a mpjor health
crisis of my own, heart disease.

| underwent angioplasty a few tines, which led to
multiple artery bypass surgery, a couple of mnor strokes,
nmor e angi opl asti es.

| was truly like the thief on the cross, caught up
in the things of the world, and sal vation was not sonething |
was seeking or even cared about.

| was angry. | was angry at God. | was angry at
t he nmedi cal profession.

| was bitter, | was depressed, and | only worried
about poor pitiful me and how ny wife wasn't going to be able
to work at her job of thirty years, the things we couldn't
buy or do anynore, and how it affected ny |ife; not hers, ny
life. | was very selfish and | was very nad.

Karl was part of a Bible study in our office that
met weekly before work and for some unknown reason | started
to attend.

This led to a desire by ne to |l earn nore and Kar
and others in the group were always wanting to share with nme
their love of the Lord and would ask if | was ready to accept
hi m

| resisted, but for sone reason | kept com ng back.
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| began to question nmy own faith and why God had led nme to
this place at this tine.

My burdens were many, but | found confort in the
wor d.

| found answers in the word and | asked God if he
woul d becone ny Savior and cone into ny life.

My struggles did not go away, but with the help of
the Lord I was able to accept them and | ook at themin other
ways.

| feel God has given ne these burdens only to nake
me stronger and to help grow ny faith.

| accept that God will only give ne what | can
handl e, and that with his help | can nove forward.

He has taught me the things of the world are not as
i nportant as ny eternal salvation and life with himin his
ki ngdom

| pray every day to ny Lord to make ne a better nman,
a better husband, a better father, and a better coworker.

My journey has only just begun and | know | have
many mles to go before |I'm anywhere close to being the
Christian | need to be.

|"'mstill a practicing Catholic, but nore
inportantly I'ma born again Christian that | oves the Lord.

| read the Bible and | try to absorb the words

r ead.
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' m not hi ng special, but for some reason God has
selected ne to grant nme his eternal nercy, and nore
inportantly the Holy Spirit has selected to grant me the
strength to face the crisis that | face inny life.

This past week we buried ny father-in-law of 36
years.

He was the father of eleven children, married for
over fifty years, was a successful business owner, and
recently diagnosed with cancer.

When | asked himif he was ready to make this
journey, he said he had spent his whole |ife getting ready to
meet the Lord and his only concern was how his children would
take it, what he was facing, not any concern about hinself,
just about his kids.

He | oved the Lord and knew that God had given him so
much and that he owed a | ot back

He never hesitated to give back his tinme, or noney,
or anything el se that was needed of him

You see, he knew what sal vati on was about and what
his place in the world was about, serving his comunity,
rai sing great kids, and serving his church in any way he
coul d.

The | ast several years he worked funeral |unches at
his local parish and washed di shes and he |oved it.

He | oved serving his fellow parishioners and he
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| oved serving the Lord. He will always serve as a rol e nodel
to ne.

| know God led ne to this place, for if | did not
return to where | work today |I would not have found him and
woul d not have been saved.

Wt hout the Lord I would not have been able to
accept the difficulties that life has presented ne.

In the end | amjust a sinple man, but | am a man
t hat has been saved by the Lord and salvation is eternal
Thank you.

(Appl ause)

MR. SCHAPHORST: Thank you, M ke, for blessing us
with that.

That takes a | ot of courage and a |lot of risk.
hope you were pleased with his testinony.

| can certainly relate also to the cross on the
| eft, because | was there for along tinme, a very long tine.

But | have to go back to the word of God, because
here i s what he says.

"1 tell you the truth, today," the word he uses is
not yesterday, it's not tonorrow, it's not in a few weeks,
it'"'s not a long tine ago, it's today. The word he uses is
today. | will be with you in paradise. It's today.

| hope this encourages and strengthens your faith

and | hope if you are searching this m ght open up a door for
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you to cone to the cross and truly give your heart to Christ.

There's just an amazing |ove story in all that pain
and suffering. There truly is a love story. Let's pray.

Lord, heavenly Father, I'mso sorry for what you had
to go through on the cross.

|"'msorry for all the sin that is in ny life that
has di sgraced you. | pray for your nercy.

Lord, heavenly Father, |I'mso grateful that your
bl essings are fresh and new every day.

| " mso grateful that through your word you encourage
us, even when the world would see it as there is no
encouragenent, there is nothing to be happy about, Lord, but
there is joy in the heart of the believer always.

What a gift. Thank you so nuch, Lord, and | pray
that your Holy Spirit would do a great work today.

That we would no | onger | ook at the hill of Calvary
t he sane.

That we woul d understand the nmessage of sal vation
put on display for us, just as the city is on a hill, Lord,
we cannot miss it.

| pray, Lord, that your word would nmake us a new
creation.

| pray, Lord, that your word would draw us close to
you and nmake us nore |ike you, and that we would do as we

say.
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pray, Lord, that your Holy Spirit would give us

the strength to do many great things to give you glory.

pray this in the nane of Jesus.




