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PASTOR MARK FRY: We have been | ooking the |ast few
weeks at sonme of the fishing stories in the Bible, which is
near and dear to ne.

| have a vested interest in this. |I'ma frustrated
fisherman that wants to go nore than | can.

But it has been fun for nme some to | ook at sone of
these different stories in the Bible.

And the context of that is not only evangelism but
fishing the living water.

We have got this amazing gift that God has given
us, salvation, and we need to go fishing with that a little
bit and 1'"'mgoing with a little bit of the lure of the
chal | enge this week

| need to tell you, this is really a tough Bible
story.

We are going to get to it in a second, but what |
want to do is | want to set the context a little bit.

|'"ve got a little daily planner that has a cartoon
of the day and then I've got a little book that has al
ki nds of quotes from fishing.

And this first one | think is really where |I want
to end up. After we get started we will hopefully end here,
but this is by Thomas Fuller, he says, "The best fish swim
deep. "

And | think that is true also of Christians. There
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1 is a depth required.

2 Qur church has grown. God has bl essed us and we've
3 gotten wi der, but we need to al so get deeper and the best
4 fish sw m deep

5 That's where the water is the best, it's the

6 cool est, the crispest, the npst energetic.

7 So | throw that quote out to hopefully get you

8 t here.

9 And, secondly, from John Trotwood Moore, he says,
10 "Only the ganme fish swi mupstream"”

11 | was raised on the Cedar River over in |owa and
12 there is not a whole |ot of gane fish in that river.

13 There used to be and then there weren't and now
14 there are nore.

15 They are doing sone things ecologically to raise
16 the quality of that water.

17 When | was a kid we were fortunate if we caught
18 carp, and carp are not gane fish. They are known as rough
19 fish.
20 Gane fish are those prized fish. Again, they have
21 a depth to them and so | believe that's also true of the

22 Chri stian wal k.

23 The gane fish sw mupstream They just don't go
24 with the flow and go with the current.
25 They swi m agai nst popul ar opi nion and those things
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that would draw us away fromthe cross of Christ.

That's the anchor holding. I1t's going upstream
When the storns are there we still can withstand those
chal | enges.

And so | want to go there, and | want to end up
with the depth and with the swi mm ng upstream because
today's is a very deep story.

It's a very deep story and it goes agai nst the
current a little bit of what Jesus is teaching about not
only the life of faith, but also stewardship in the life of
faith.

It's a challenging story and if we had the tinme |
woul d wal k you through the Lutheran Book of Wérship.

They' ve got a thing in the front of that that has
sort of the three year lectionary and so each week they have
got an A d Testanent, a Psalm and a New Testanent and a
Gospel reading for three years.

So basically the whol e New Testanment gets read on
one weekend or anot her.

But the church fathers avoided this text. So it's
ki nd of interesting, because we have got some resources that
gi ve sone ideas and sonme background and sonme historical
context of Bible stories and what was going on at that tine.

On this one there is a very slimanount of research

ever done on it because it was a challenging text and |
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think the church fathers said we aren't going there.

Thi s business of this one fish being caught and him
having a coin, | mean, conme on. W better |eave that one
al one.

But we not going to leave it alone today. W are
going to look at it.

| mentioned | was raised on the Cedar River over in
lowa. | was blessed as a kid. | was fromthe old small
town Anerica.

| had the privilege of having both sets of
grandparents right in that same town.

My grandfather farnmed outside of town a little bit
and my other grandfather was the funeral director in that
t own.

So | was really fortunate. | had these two sets of
grandparents and | had two grandfathers that took ne
fishing.

The one who was the funeral director, he was the
one, man, you be quiet and if the fish aren't biting it's
your fault. You know, you sit there for hours and love it.

My ot her grandfather was a very creative sort. He
wore bib overalls | think every day of his |life and if the
fish weren't biting you either noved or you went in and had
sonet hing cool to drink or you went off sonewhere.

My grandfather who was the farner, he taught me to
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chum t he hol e.

If you are a fisherman you know what this nmeans and
If you are a fisherman you also knowit's illegal to do.

But when you chum the hole, we used to do this over
in the Cedar River in lowa, he was a farmer, so he had the
best sweet corn in lowa, | believe that.

My grandfather had the green thunb and he woul d
save up the sweet corn and when it would get a little bit
rancid he would put it off the ears and put it in a five
gallon pale, and he's in his early 70s, and |I'm about ten or
el even, and he and I would go fishing, but we would go the
day before and we would chum the hole.

He would tie a rope around ny waist and | would go
out about ten feet off the shore in the Cedar River and |
woul d take the corn and | would scatter it into the water.

Unbeknownst to nme it's totally illegal and
absol utely against the | aw.

And ny grandfather, if the current would have taken
me, he woul dn't have stopped it.

He's 70, he had both hips replaced, bad knees, the
whol e deal, but, "Go ahead, Mark, trust me, this is okay."

(Laughter)

We woul d go back the next day and would we catch

carp.

| mean, we would use corn that next day, and ny
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grandf ather fished with two poles at the same tinme, |ikew se
illegal.
(Laughter)

O tentines he woul d have his foot on one that was
goi ng and he would be reeling in another one, and it was a
real joy to see himon this five gallon pale trying to bring
in two fish at the sanme tine.

| set that stage as we need to chumthe hole a
little bit. We need to get a little bit ready for the fish.

And the way |I'm chumming the hole today is |I'm
using an old song, and to prove howold it is |I have the
vinyl of it, it's an old Bob Marley song, bought this over
at the recycled record store for $1.99. |'mone of the few
guys that still has a turntable.

But if you subscribe to Rolling Stone nagazi ne, and
| have for the | ast several years, twenty years probably,
the cover article this week is on Bob Marl ey.

It was 25 years ago he died. Hi s nusic changed the
wor | d.

And one of his songs Brad has ready to go, but |
want to chumthe hole with this song.

It's called "Satisfy My Soul”™. But listen to what

he says in the opening part of this song.

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory trial version http://www.fineprint.com



http://www.fineprint.com

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

"Oh, please, don't you rock my boat

Cause | don't want ny boat to be rocking
Ch, please, don't you rock ny boat

Cause | don't want ny boat to be rocking
I"'mtelling you that, oh, oh, oh

So Keep it steady like this

I like it |ike this.

You shoul d know -- you should know by now
| like it, I like it like this."
| like it like this. | believe that a | ot of

peopl e don't swi m agai nst the stream and they don't have a
depth of faith because they refuse to let their boat be
rocked.

You should know by now, | like it |ike this.

They keep the Savior at a safe distance. Your job
is to keep it steady, but not to rock the boat, so, you
know, hey, | like it like this. Don't be rocking ny boat.
You shoul d by now.

| want to rock your boat a little bit today, and |
think that is sonething that we just need to be honest with
as we read about Jesus and what he does in the New
Test anent .

It is constant that change and chall enge are often

difficult choices and those of us that are citi zens of
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El khorn, we have got sone challenges right now with this
whol e annexation thing.

And I''m not com ng down as a hardliner or anything,
but it is difficult to change.

And there are financial things that kick in there,
but change and chall enge are difficult choices.

And there are a ot of us that are saying don't be
rocking nmy boat, and especially in the church.

This is the one place that is not supposed to
change, so don't be rocking ny boat.

But we need to renenber that's exactly what the
religious | eaders thought in Jesus' day, is the church
doesn't change.

When it conmes to religious |eaders they especially
don't like to have their boats rocked.

But one doesn't conme to change and chal |l enge
wi t hout making difficult choices.

Bottom |l ine, Jesus rocks boats, he jars preserves,
he satisfies souls.

But not only does Jesus confort the afflicted, but
he also afflicts the confortable, and that sonmetinmes, often
tinmes, is those of us that are in the boat.

And so that is the context | want to go through
today and | want to show you that in the story of NMatthew.

| f you have your Bible there, if you bring your
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own, fabul ous, because you can highlight and wite in it and
make yourself notes and put dates there of this is what |
di scovered on this day in nmy spiritual journey.

But if you didn't bring your own we have them
provi ded for you.

Take a | ook at Matthew s gospel and I"mgoing to
set the stage a little bit for you because you need to
under stand what is going on.

I f you | ook at Matthew 16 you'll understand a
little bit nore clearly what is going on in Matthew 17.

In Matthew 16, literally Verse 16, Sinon Peter
answers, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God."

Peter has just cone to a conclusion that Jesus is
what he says he is.

And so what Jesus does then is he pronotes Peter to
t he head of the class.

He says in Verse 18, "I tell you, you are Peter and
on this rock I will build my church. The gates of Hades
wll not prevail against it. | will give you the keys of
t he ki ngdom of heaven. \Whatever you bind on earth wll be
bound i n heaven; whatever you | oose on earth will be | oosed
i n heaven."

I n other words, Peter, right on, I amwho you say |
am

What happens next is kind of interesting, because
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then Jesus all of a sudden starts rocking their boats again.

We see right across in Verse 24, "Jesus told his
di sciples, if any want to becone ny followers,"” notice he
doesn't say if you want to be ny follower, if you want to
becone, it's a process.

| believe it's a process of having your boat rocked
over and over and over.

"If you want to becone ny followers, |et them deny
t hensel ves, take up their cross and follow ne. For those
who want to save their life will lose it; those who |ose
their life for my sake will find it. For what will it
profit themif they gain the whole world but forfeit their
life, or what will they give in return for their |ife?"

Those are tough verses. |It's not as you thought it
was. We are going to dunp the boat over in sonme ways and we
are going to nake this thing, it's not about leading; it's
about foll ow ng.

It's about giving, instead of receiving, and he's
chal l enging their very core.

What happens then in the 17th Chapter is he takes
them on a nountain top experience.

He takes Peter and Janes and John up to the
mount ain, and the old are left behind, Mses and Elijah, and
now it's just Jesus there and they are |like whoa, this is

unbel i evable, this is awesone.
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1 "This is my son, listen to him" the voice says

2 from heaven.

3 They cone down fromthe nountain top experience, in
4 16, Verse 14 and follow ng, they then cone to this crowd and
5 there is a guy who has sonething wong with him

6 There is an epileptic there that the disciples are

7 told to cure, unsuccessful, in curing him

8 So what happens is really kind of fascinating then.

9 Noti ce what happens.

10 Jesus says in Chapter 17, down there at Verse 17
11 "You faithless and perverse generation, how nuch | onger nmnust
12 | put up with you? How nuch |onger nmust | be with you?

13 Bring himhere to ne."

14 So what he's doing is he's rocking their boats.

15 And then it's interesting because in Verse 22 they are

16 gathering in Galilee and he starts tal king about death in
17 Verse 23 and he says, "They will kill him the Son of man,

18 and the third day he'll be raised up and they were greatly

19 di stressed. "
20 That's what it feels |like to have your boat rocked.
21 Especially church people don't |like to have their boats

22 rocked.

23 And | want to junp in there, that's where the story
24 now i s going to take pl ace.
25 And so what Jesus is going to do, he's going to
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teach this fascinating story then of what is going to be
happeni ng and, of course, when noney is involved it does
rock boats.

And so ook with ne at what we read. Verse 24.
"When they reached Capernaumthe collectors of the tenple
tax came to Peter."

Why did they go to Peter? | just tried to explain
that to you.

He's the one that has been pronoted to the head of
t he cl ass.

He's the rock. He's going to give a solid answer,
and so they go to Peter and | ook at the interesting
questi on.

They are the collectors of the tenple tax and they
say, "Does your teacher not pay the tenple tax?"

I n other words, does Jesus pay the tax or not? And
Peter, he says, well, of course he does. Yes, he does.

And when he canme honme Jesus spoke of it first.
Pet er cones back home and Jesus nust have sensed Peter has
been asked an interesting question, | better give hima
little bit nmore information here, and | better push hima
little bit, | better rock his boat a little further.

He says, "Wat do you think, Sinon? From whom do
ki ngs of the earth take toll or tribute? Fromtheir

children or from ot hers?"
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It's an A or B answer. |It's kind of hard for us
because we don't live in a kingdom but what he's talking
about here is if you are a king, do you get your tribute and
your toll fromyour own famly nmenbers or from others?

And Peter answers correctly. Notice what he says.
He says, "From others."”

Jesus said to him "Then the children are free,"
and he neans literally free.

He means spiritually free. He neans financially
free.

If you are a child of the king, you don't have to
pay for it. You don't have to pay taxes.

You don't buy God's privilege and favor. They are
free. They are taken care of.

Then he tells this fascinating story about a fish.
He says, "However, so that we don't give offense to them"
them being the tenple tax collectors, he says, "Go to the
sea, cast a hook, take the first fish that conmes up and when
you open its nmouth you will find a coin. Take that and give
it to themfor you and for ne."

If you really good eyesight you can notice the
footnotes in your Bible, but you don't have to be able to
read those for me to be able to explain kind of another
interesting tw st of what is going on.

Ri ght away in Verse 24, when they asked, talking
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about the tenple tax, does your teacher pay the tenple tax,
think for a nonment if you can see, that is a specific
anmount .

Let's say it's ten dollars. Does Jesus pay his
fair share of the ten bucks? He says, well, sure he does.

Then what happens at the end of the story when
Jesus says, "Go to the sea, cast a hook, the fish that cones
up, when you open its nouth you will find a coin."

The coin there is worth twice as nuch as the tenple
tax. It's worth twenty dollars, figuratively.

It's worth a heck of a lot nore than that, but for
sake of sinplicity.

I n other words, what Jesus is teaching the
di sci pl es and he's teaching us is he says to Peter, he says,
in other words, this is going to cover both you and ne.

This one is on ne. | got the check.

The extravagance and the generosity of Jesus, he
doesn't just say I'll just go get one for nyself, he doubles
and so therefore Peter and the church are with Jesus and he
says to you and ne, you are free, this one is on ne, 1've
pai d what the | aw demands.

You are free, you are paid for, and the chil dren of
God are different than the citizens.

They are different. They don't have to pay and

that is the biggest m sconception about offerings, is that
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1 it's a tax, it's a bill.

2 "Well, | better put ny ten bucks in, because it

3 covers ne."

4 What Jesus is saying is nothing could be further

5 fromthe truth. |[|'ve got you covered. |'ve got you

6 covered.

7 And so it's interesting because then he kind of

8 pl ays on this citizenship business.

9 The chal l enge for the sons and daughters of the

10 ki ngdomis to learn howto live |like we are free, instead of
11 taxed, and here is the bottomli ne.

12 Dual citizenship, being a citizen of heaven and a
13 citizen of the United States of Anmerica or whatever country,
14 it's a chall enge.

15 Dual citizenship rocks a few boats, too. How can
16 you be an American and a Christian, how can you be a

17 Republ i can or Denocrat Christian, it rocks boats, it's a

18 constant chall enge for those of us that want to be civically
19 m nded, but notice Jesus doesn't quit paying the tax, but he
20 al so doesn't say you owe ne.
21 |'ve got you covered. You are free. So act like
22 it and live like it and give like it instead of thinking,
23 "Oh, no, here cones the offering.”
24 That's not what he's tal king about. In fact, it's

25 just the opposite of that.
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There is a great verse in Ephesians 2:19. "So you
are no |longer strangers and aliens, you are citizens with
the saints and al so nmenbers of the household of God."

You are children now. You are paid for. You are
bought, signed, sealed and delivered to the kingdom

You are in, Paul is witing to the saints in
Ephesus.

And sone people have this m snonmer of | better give
my of fering because God needs my noney.

God doesn't need our noney; we need to give our
nmoney to God. It's not for God; it's for us.

It's part of the whole part and parcel of being out
of the boat.

And | can point you to dozens of people who finally
took a step towards tithing and the next thing is they got a
huge predi canent with their autonobile.

And they start thinking, "Oh, | thought | paid for
this. God was going to cover ne."

It doesn't work that way. |In fact, sonetines the
opposi te.

When we reach out in faith, sonetines it's going to
get stornmy.

But we need to understand it's not just about
keeping steady, we like it like this; it's God reaching into

our hearts and taking us into the future.
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It's about growth. It's about getting out of our
boat .

There is a story, | searched on the internet
because one of the resources that was about this story
tal ked about a Greek schol ar

Hi s name was Polycrates, and | don't know if you
have ever heard of this guy, but | hadn't.

But he was around there is this poemhe wote, it's
called the "Ring of Polycrates of Sanps".

It's witten between 540 and 522 B.C. E, and that
stands Before the Christian Era.

In case you don't know, we don't do B.C. anynore,
they kind of do B.C. E, Before the Christian Era. Bottom
line, this is five centuries before Jesus.

The translation |I've got was translated in the
1800s by Friedrich Schiller.

And if you are a German person, | |ove Gernmany, and
Friedrich Schiller was one of the great students of al
tinme.

Hi s teacher was Goet he, who arguably is the
smartest man who has ever lived on the face of this earth.

If you go to Gernmany you are going to see all kinds
of Goethe stuff, it's spelled, GO E-T-HE, and he's the
real deal

He's |like the German Shakespeare. He was a
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botani st. He was a nusician, he was a physicist, he was a
doctor, he was an attorney, and in his spare tinme he wote
poetry. Brilliant man.

Hi s nunmber one partner and student was Friedrich
Schiller.

He translated the "Ring of Polycrates” in about
1800 into German and now it has been translated into
Engl i sh.

And |'m no poet, and | know it, so here's just a
paragraph of this so that you get kind an idea of what Jesus
was taki ng about.

But, again, this is five hundred years before the
time of Christ.

This is not going to rhynme, because |I'm not very

good this.

"Then speaks the other, noved by fear;
This ring to nme is far nost dear.

O all this aisle within it in knows

| to the furies pledge it now,

If they will happiness all ow

And in the flood the gemhe throws."

What is happening is the king has just thrown his

golden ring into the ocean.
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"And with the norrow s earliest |ight
Appeared before the nonarch's sight

A fisherman, all joyously

Lord, | this fish just now have caught
No net before ever held the sort

And as a gift | bring it to thee.

He threw the ring in, a fish caught it, and the guy

caught the fish.

"The fish was opened by the cook,

Who suddenly, with wondering | ook,

Runs up and utters these gl ad sounds.
Wthin the fish's nmouth, behold,

|"ve found, great lord, thy ring of gold.

Thy fortune truly knows no bounds."

This was a story that was in the culture, and the
bottomline of that story is the king's fortune knows no
bounds.

When he throws it away it conmes back to himin a
m racul ous way.

He takes his favorite ring, throws it into the

ocean, a fish catches it, the guy catches the fish, brings
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it in, the cook is gutting the fish, and there is the guy's
ring. What are the odds?

That's the story Jesus is telling five hundred
years later, with a slightly different conclusion, "Thy
fortune surely knows no bounds."

What Jesus is saying is my grace knows no bounds.
What are the odds?

Notice when he tells Peter to go fishing, he
doesn't even tell himto use a net, just a single hook.

And he does, catches this fish, it's going to
happen.

That's casting. That's trusting. That's reaching
out. What are the odds?

We always try to say that if God had a refrigerator
your picture would be on it.

Me? Yes, you. You are the precious coin of God's
grace. He gives away kingdons just for you.

VWhat are the odds?

Well, he doesn't know where |'ve been. He doesn't
know how many tinmes | have sank. He doesn't know the
baggage | carry.

Yes, he does. That's another beautiful thing of

This is Peter, recall, and if we had time we woul d

li ke at Matthew 26, he's the guy who will deny Jesus three
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tinmes.

But he's still a fisherman. He's still the guy who
tried to wal k on water, the 16th Chapter. Fascinating
story. Geat story.

And so we ask the question, what is the lure? What
is the lure? What is the attraction?

| have ny fishing lures and tackle book here. It
has all kind of antique fisherman stuff that is worth a
whol e bunch of noney.

Then | have ny new one, the new Cabel a's cat al og,
which is the bible for many of us.

Secondarily, of course, to the word of God, the
word of Cabela's.

But if you look in this it has all these different
lures init.

Page upon page of these colorful, beautiful |ures.
We have got these crank baits and floating baits and al
this different stuff here, the new Reef Runner, the new
M. Frogs, the new Johnsons, the new spoons that we have al
bought too nmany off, all these spinners, all these different
worms, all the different hooks.

And then back towards the back they have got a new
obj ect on the nmarket.

A guy at 7:45 says, "l've tried it and it doesn't

wor k. "
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And | said, "Okay, that's great, 1'll feed that to
t he next congregation.”

On this page, page 151, they've got what is called
Pro Cure Bait Sauce. "Everything that big fish eat,
i ncl udi ng whol e ground up shrinp, shad, smelt, bait fish
oils and powerful bite stinmulants are in this powerful
dressing. Just flip the top and squeeze it onto your
favorite lure, this no ness approach to live as well as
prepared baits, size, eight ounces. Flavors, shrinp, snelt,

trophy, trout,"” the whole nine yards.

But where am | going with that? The snell matters,
and one of the things that we try to talk about as a church
i's our body odor.

That's why we do this fragrances thing, but what is
the attraction?

Peopl e are not going to be attracted to Chri st
t hrough you if all you do are just a naysayer and a negative
person and just kind of a sour pus.

And that's what | hope conmes out of this whole
annexation thing, is | hope all of Oraha, all of Nebraska,
sees the dignity and integrity with which this whole thing
Is westled.

Because | can tell you fromliving in this

comunity for 17 years there are people here that are not

agai nst progress, growth, and change as evidenced by this
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roomwe are in.

And the nedia is acting like little Elkhorn is
i ke Mayberry, they got policenmen that put notes on the
wi ndshi el d.

Yes, that happened to nme, ny garage door was open
and God bl ess Roy Scott, he's a nenber of our church, he
checked.

That's care, that's love, and |'m not saying if
Omaha annexes El khorn any of that goes away.

But | don't like the assunption that people are
agai nst growth and progress.

But we have to also | ook at that as Christians
because are we for progress and growt h and depth and
swi mm ng upstreamin our faith?

Well, don't rock ny boat. It's going to be a tax
I ssue. Again noney gets in there.

So let's enbrace that and let's work within that.
That's the lure, because putting faith into action is
swi mm ng upstream it's going deeper, not just wider, it's
getting out of the boat.

You life is a sernon, and oftentines your face is
the only sernon soneone is ever going to see or hear and
that's what fishing is about.

It's attraction; it's not distraction. [It's

attracting people to the kingdom
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| end today with another song, this is an ol dy,
this is from 1971, and | hate just using old songs, but they
are nore my hear | anguage.

This is a song by Jackson Browne, and pl ease put
his politics aside if you don't like his politics.

Again, he's a gift, | believe he has sone things to
say. So Brad is going to play this. 1It's called "Rock M

On The Water™

"Oh people, |ook anong you

It's there your hope nust lie

There's a sea bird above you

diding in one place |like Jesus in the sky
We all nust do the best we can

And then hang on to that gospel plow

When ny life is over

" mgoing to stand before the father

But the sisters of the sun are

Going to rock ne on the water now.

Rock ne on the water

Sister will you soothe my fevered brow
Rock me on the water, maybe 1'l| renmenber
Maybe 1'I|l remenmber how

Rock ne on the water
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1 The wind is with me now

2 So rock nme on the water

3 "Il get down to the sea sonmehow

4

5 Notice the wind is with me now. It's not against
6 nme.

7 When Peter started to doubt the wi nd was agai nst

8 hi m and then he started to sink.

9 We need to renmenber that the wind is with us,

10 t hrough God's grace.

11 We need to reach out. W need to stretch. W need
12 to go wider as well as deeper.
13 We need to swi magainst the current, because that's

14 the way the gane is played.

15 We are gane fish. W are not rough fish. W are
16 not carp.

17 We are precious fish, and we are valuable, we are
18 ultimately valuable, you're a priceless gift and in your
19 mouth is the keys of the kingdom for others.

20 That's what fishing is all about, and I pray for
21 you, and | trust with grace cones joys and chall enge and

22 change.

23 Swi m deeply ny friends, for renmenber, you're
24 children of the King. You're free. You're paid for.
25 Live a life of going against the current and live a
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life of depth and integrity.

Would you join me in a nonent of prayer?

Thanks, gracious God, for the challenge of grow h;
not just w der, but deeper. When we doubt, Lord, continue
to reach out to us and lift us up.

Continue to send us out of this place as fishers.
It's so cool to hear our kids sing about fishing and us to
know t hat the ancient sign of the Christian was a fish.

And so, Lord, may we write your nane on our hearts.
May we hear your voice of truth to go fromthis boat now to
make a difference.

Woul d you pl ease rock us on the water, rem nd us

that the wind is at our back, in the nane of Jesus. Anen.

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory trial version http://www.fineprint.com



http://www.fineprint.com

