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PASTOR FRY: | have the wonderful task today of

tying in the netaphor of the robe.

As we said earlier, we are having this tell the
story thene.

| nani mat e obj ects on Wednesday ni ghts are speaki ng
to us.

We had the crown of thorns interviewed a couple
weeks ago and then the robe was interviewed on Wednesday.

And t hen what we are doing then the foll ow ng Sunday
is we are trying to go alittle deeper with that netaphor.

And so today |I'mgoing to be |ooking with you at the
robe, and there are several scriptures that tal k about robes.

One of the forenmpst is this verse from Matthew 27
We provide Bibles for you if you don't bring your own, so |
woul d invite you to open those Bibles up to the Gospel of
Mat t hew.

There are four gospels, that nmeans good news books,
Mat t hew, Mark, Luke and John.

They were the people that were around at the tine of
Jesus and so they are testifying about the wonderful things
t hey saw t hrough our Lord

And we are junping into this to set the context.
This is right before the crucifixion, and in our cal endar
year we are in the forty day period that |leads us to Easter.

And so we are in Lent, we are slow ng down the pace
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a bit, and learning a little bit nore and taking on an extra
spiritual discipline of a Wednesday ni ght worshi p servi ce.

But we junp in here at Matthew 27, beginning at
Verse 27.

"Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into
t he governor's headquarters and they gathered the whol e
cohort around him

"They stripped himand put a scarlet robe on him

and after twsting sone thorns into a crown they put it on

hi s head.

"They put a reed in his right hand and they knelt
down before himnocking himand said, "Hail, king of the
Jews. "

"They spat on himand they took the reed and struck
hi m on the head.

"After nocking himthey stripped himof the robe and
put his own clothes on himand then they | ed himaway to
crucify him™

And so the robe, notice in that little four or five
verse passage there, that Jesus is wearing clothes, they
strip him and they put a scarlet robe on him and they nock
him they beat him they spat upon him and then they take
t hat robe back off and they put his clothes back on him

So there is a disrobing and a robing going on.

There is sonme novenent in that story.
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There is another powerful story fromthe Gospel of
John about sone disrobing that | want to set as a bookmark
for that sanme story.

This is from John 13, because what we |learned in
Matt hew 27 that we just |looked at is it's not Jesus who is
taking off the robe.

O hers are doing it to himand for him These
sol diers are maki ng him di srobe, and they are putting his
cl ot hes back onto him

Jesus seens to be kind of a hel pless person in that
story.

They are stripping him beating him clothing him
wi th other clothing.

And then in John 13, this was roughly twenty-four
hours earlier than Matthew 27, Jesus has just had the
Passover neal with the disciples.

They had eaten the | anb, they had had a gl ass of
w ne and sone bread and he had just taught them about the
need for fellowship at the table

And then he gets up fromthe table in Verse 3,
"Jesus, know ng that the Father had given all things into his
hands and that he had cone from God and was going to God, got
up fromthe table. He took off his outer robe and tied a
towel around hinself. He poured water into a basin and began

to wash the disciples' feet and to wpe themw th the towel
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t hat was around him

"He canme to Sinon Peter, who said to him "Lord, are
you going to wash ny feet?"

"Jesus answered, "You don't know what |'m doi ng now,
but later you'll understand.”

Peter said, "You'll never wash ny feet."

Jesus said, "Unless | wash you, you have no share
with nme."

So notice those two stories. The one tinme Jesus has
this done to him

This time he's taking off his robe to be vul nerabl e,
and he's teaching the disciples and he's teachi ng us about
accountability in that story, for Peter is saying you re not
washi ng ny feet.

Schol ars say that when it said Jesus took off his
outer robe, that was probably the only robe he was weari ng.

And so he's stark naked in front of his dear friends
with a towel and he says | have to wash your feet. That's a
little intimate. But, you see, that's how cl ose Jesus wants
to be.

So, again, Matthew 27, they are doing it to him
John 13, he's choosing vulnerability. He's choosing to take
of f his robe.

So those two booknmar ks speak of chosen or forced

vul nerability.
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Jesus chooses it for hinmself in John 13, and others
are thrusting it upon himin Matthew 27, the soldiers, they
are nmocking himand so they stripped him

So the question could be asked, who is in charge?
Through the eyes of history we know that God was in charge,
that this is the way God wanted this to cone down.

But it is an interesting paradox, isn't it, of
putting on clothes and taking them off.

Accountability and intimacy really are the issue
here, aren't they?

So those two texts are kind of percolating in ny
m nd, and there are several stories in the Bible about robes.

There is a wonderful story in the Book of Psal ns
that tal ks about when we are anointed it's |ike precious oi
com ng down over our heads into our beards and onto the
col I ar of our robe.

It's a sign of royalty to be anointed, to put on
this wonderful robe and to have the oil of anointing that is
warm and a beautiful feeling of God' s grace surroundi ng us.

There is another story that just seens to beg us to
read it.

It's fromLuke 15, and sonetinmes we m ght have read
this story in the past and we didn't necessarily notice the
robe, but the robe is a key characteristic in this story from

Luke 15.
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This is the story of the prodigal son, or the
prodi gal sons, some m ght say.

But in the story there is a father who has two sons.
The younger son wants his inheritance early and so the father
says okay, gives himhis noney.

He goes off and he squanders it in dissolute |iving.
He makes a bunch of bad investnents.

And a fam ne cones al ong and he has hit rock bottom
and all of a sudden he conmes to hinself, he's in such a bad
state that he's willing to eat the food that the pigs were
eat i ng.

And he finally realizes, he has kind of a V-8
monment, ny father loves ne. | don't have to live this way
anynore.

So he gets up and he starts to go hone and he's got
his speech all rehearsed and everything else, he's going to
go back hone.

So we have Luke 15, Verse 20, "So he set off and he
went to his father.

"While he was still far off his father saw himand
was filled with conpassion.

"He ran and put his arnms around him and ki ssed him
and the son said to him "Father, |'ve sinned agai nst heaven
and before you. |I'mno |longer worthy to be called your son."

"But the father said to his slaves, "Quickly, bring




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

8

out the robe, the best one, put it on him Put a ring on his
finger, sandals on his feet, get the fatted calf and kill it
and | et us celebrate, for this son of mne was dead and he's
alive again. He was lost and is found, and they began to
celebrate. ™

So the robe again is a netaphor, isn't it, of com ng
hone.

The father enbraces the son. He doesn't even nake
himtake a bath first.

He just says get the robe, the best one, put it on
him put a ring on his finger, sandals on his feet, go get
the fatted calf, we are going to have pot luck, and we are
going to have a huge party.

But the robe is this metaphor of anointing, and it's
al so this nmetaphor of being vulnerable, taking it off.

So that is where | zero in, those three bookends
from Matt hew, John, and Luke, the robe.

There is a wonderful book, | would recommend you to
buy it.

This is a picture on the cover of the book. It's
called "The Return of the Prodigal Son."

It's by Henry Nowan. Pastor Nowan died a few years
ago. He was a French Canadi an, a clergy person, and he
wites this book and this is the picture that he had seen in

Europe in an art nmuseum of "The Return of the Prodigal Son."
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So this whol e book is about that painting, and he
has three chapters to it. He has the father, and one son,
and the other son.

But it's a fascinating picture. You can see the
i dea being that's the father enbracing the one son and you
have sone ot her people that are watching.

Now, it has some interesting insights in this,
because he also says it's inportant to not be too anal when
we ook at things like this and when God is speaking to us.

And what he says is it's kind of also a very
powerful way to look at that like this is God the father
wel com ng his son Jesus back fromthe cross, and this is what
he says.

"To see in this tired broken young man the person of
Jesus hinmself brings much confort and consol ati on. The young
man bei ng enbraced by the father is no | onger just one
repentant sinner, but the whole of humanity returning to God.
Thus Renbrandt's painting becomes nore than the nere
portrayal of a loving parable; it becones the sunmary of the
hi story of our salvation.

"But neither Renbrandt's painting, nor the parable
it depicts, leaves us in a state of ecstasy.

"l see in the faces of the bystanders an eni gm
especially the tall man standing at the right side of the

pai nting.
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"Yes, there is beauty, there is glory, there's
sal vation, but there's also the critical eyes of uncommtted
onl ookers."

The critical eyes of unconm tted onl ookers.

"Qur eyes are drawn to that man on the right side of
the painting. That could either be the elder brother, or it
could be the world | ooking on.™

You guys are Christians? What's up with that? And
so now it has an insight there, that maybe that is the story
of humanity.

This is Jesus being enbraced by the Father, and the
rest of the world in their beautiful robes, Jesus has his
shirt off, he has this dirty robe on now, but isn't it
i nteresting?

There is kind of an interesting paradox in that,
isn't there? Critical and uncomm tted.

Henry Nowan again continues. He said, "The painting
m ght well be called the parable of the | ost sons, not just
the | ost son.

"Not only did the younger son who left home to | ook
for freedom and happiness in a distant country get |ost, but
t he one who stayed hone al so becanme a | ost nman.

"He did his duty. He worked hard every day. He
fulfilled all of his obligations, but he becane increasingly

unhappy and unfree.™
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Let's ook at himagain. The guy at the right is
the el der brother, but it's interesting as we gaze into him
he refuses to get washed.

And if you have really good eyesight you can notice
t hat even when Renbrandt painted this, he put the elder
brot her up on another |evel.

It's kind of Iike nme up here on this other I|evel,
and this wonderful story of reconciliation is happening, but
it's happening down there, and he has positioned hinself in
self-righteousness with his fancy robe, you see.

And if we were to read the story, there is this
fascinating picture of the el der brother, because when the
party is thrown, he's critical, he's stern, he's angry.

He says this son of yours, he goes off and blows all
the noney. Where is ny party?

He doesn't even cop to the fact that he's his
brother. He just says this son of yours.

And the father is |ike he's your brother. He was
dead, he's alive again, check yourself.

Are you going to party with nme or not? Are you
going to celebrate or not?

I n other words, your robe is awfully nice. Do you
realize that you're also invited.

A lot of us do very religious self-righteous things

during the season of Lent.
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Some of those things are wonderful, but it's
interesting to ne as | listen to sone peopl e share what they
are giving up for Lent.

They are giving up maybe red neat. M son is
fasting from My Space, which | thought was really a cool
i dea.

Peopl e m ght fast from al cohol or from chocol at e.
It's interesting, isn't it, because probably we shoul d be
doi ng that anyway.

Probably a I ot of those things m ght be what God
wants us to do anyway.

But we kind of get a little bit self-centered. W
contend to do that, and we go I'mgoing to do this, |I'm going
to deprive nyself of this for forty days to nake nyself a
better Christian.

Isn't that interesting? W have done that, | think,
in different ways.

| " ve done the sane thing. Jesus was in the
wi | derness for forty days w thout alcohol, so | can do that.

But the question becones, does that becone a
sel f-righteousness, or does that beconme taking off sone
| ayers, give up sonething, fast, but then fill that tine with
prayer, with accountability, wth vulnerability.

| nstead of watching those shows on television, what

are we going to do with that tinme, because God probably
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doesn't want nme to watch them anyway.

So we have to be aware of that el der brother
syndr one.

And it's interesting, because he's so clean on the
out si de, and he kind of represents the church a little bit,
doesn't he?

We don't want these other people in, they are kind
of dirty. Were have you been, is al nost the posture he has
in this picture.

And it's interesting, too, if we think of that as
Jesus.

That's kind of the way people |ook at Christianity.
Wher e have you been? You're no king. You're all dirty. He
eats with tax collectors and sinners.

But the elder brother tends to assume a higher |evel
and sonetinmes we do that subconsciously.

And I"mnot telling you to break your fast. |If you
are giving up chocol ate, God bl ess you.

But | need to |l ook at that when | choose to do that,
and | need to take that to Jesus at a |lot of different tines.

We were in Phoenix this week, and | know you feel
sorry for nme because we were in 80 degree weat her and al
t hat .

We | eft Sunday right after church and it was kind of

a blizzard | ast Sunday norning, and five wonderful Bethany
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people went with me, Wenda and | and four other wonderful
people, and we flew out on Sunday and nobst of us canme back on
Thursday night in the mdst of a blizzard.

We were all on our cell phones in Phoenix at 2:00
o' clock, 3:00 o'clock in the afternoon, "Wat's it like in
Omha?"

"Oh, it's horrible. W didn't have school today and
school is already called off tonorrow and the airport is
cl osed. "

So we thought we better check with the airlines,
check in with U S. Air and Anerica West.

They say no, you're still going, in fact on tine as
schedul ed. Really?

We take the rental car back, go to the airport, and
sure enough right up on the schedule, on tine, flights to
Omaha.

We are still on our cell phones. Everybody is |ike
you'll get to Omha, but you won't get hone. The roads are
horrible and the earlier flights into Omha that day were al
cancel ed.

One of the things that Pastor Wenda and | |ove to do
is to go up and we try to get either bul khead seating or exit
row seating, because ny legs are a little |onger than the
aver age person, and we were bl essed, we got to do that.

W go in and they let us go in early, get situated,
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she sits by the window and I"'msitting in the next seat, just
really grateful, |I've got an extra little bit of roomthere.

The plane starts filling up and this young guy cones
in and sits right beside nme and he goes, "How are you doi ng,
mat e?"

"Good. Vhere are you fronf?"

"I"'mfromAustralia, mte. Brisbane."

| said, "Really? W used to live in Australia."

We had this fabulous two and a half, three hour
conversati on about Australi a.

He's an apprentice electrician, and he's 24 years
ol d.

"Why are you going to Omaha?"

He said, "I landed in LA, " he told ne these great
stories about LA,

"I went to Las Vegas, had to check out Las Vegas,
and then they sent ne to Phoenix."

He had been up for forty-eight hours wthout
sl eepi ng, because his first plane was cancel ed, and when he
was in Las Vegas he was up and he didn't trust his alarm
cl ock, so he stayed up until his flight left.

He's a young kid, a 24-year-old kid. He's sitting
there and I'"'mthinking to nmyself this is fantastic, he's an
Australian kid, Wenda and | got to touch base, do sone

Australian stuff, and he had this great accent.
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He's from back in the bush, back four hours west of
Bri sbane.

And | said, "Wiere are you staying in Oraha?"

He said, "I"'mnot really sure. | got on the
internet and got a hotel close to the airport."”

| said, "How |l ong are you going to be there?"

"Well, a couple of days. |'ve got sone friends from
Sutton that are going to cone and pick nme up."

Sutton, Nebraska, is about two hours from here.

| said, "What is the nane of the hotel ?"

He checked and he said, "It's called the Econo-Lodge
at 22nd and Dougl as. "

You know the place. It's a dunp. God bless them
down there. | don't say anything disparagi ngly about that,
but we have put honel ess people up in that hotel.

|'ve done that several tinmes in nmy mnistry, and
there are prostitutes that are in the | obby there, there are
drug deals right in the parking lot, and | just sensed God
saying don't let that happen.

| conferred with Wenda and said, "Steve, we really
don't want you to have that as your inpression of Omha, the
Econo- Lodge. Wuld you cone and stay with us?"

"No, | couldn't do that, mate."

| said, "No, we really want to insist on that. That

place is a dunp. W don't want you to think of that as
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Omaha. |It's not a safe place.”

He said, "I have been to Las Vegas. | have been to
Los Angeles.™

He told us about this ride he had in a Humrer
stretch limo with these rappers and stuff.

The guy's nane was Pal e Ghost Face Killer, or
sonmet hi ng.

And he said, "Imgine, they let me in there, sitting
in there drinking their beers, riding around in the back of
t he Hunmer."

| really insisted. W got back to the airport and I
get on the phone, tried to cancel his room They woul d
cancel one night, but not the other.

So we had a fabul ous forty-eight hours with Steve.
He had never seen snow before until he canme to Omha.

But we were riding around all day Friday and we went
over behind that Taco Bell by Honme Depot and sonebody was
st uck.

And he goes, "Wat do you say, mate? Shall we be a
Good Samaritan?"

| said, "Yes. Good idea."

We put the Blazer in park, we go and push this gal
out of the snow bank and stuff and get back in.

He finally asked ne, he said, "What do you do?"

| said, "I'"ma pastor of a church."”
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"What about Wenda?"

"She is a pastor in the sane church.”

"Oh. "

That's about the end of it, and Friday night cones
al ong. Wenda and | tal ked to himabout 5:00 o'clock.

"Steve, we have a bunch of people conm ng over to our
house toni ght, and these are friends from our church. W
just kind of do life together and we eat together and pray
t oget her and maybe have a little bit of |earning and sone
prayer time. | don't want to pry or anything, but you would
sure be welconme to part of that."

"That sounds good."

He was right there in the mdst of it with us,
eating, carrying on, having fun, and we had sone prayer tine
at the end.

The next norning Wenda and | got up and had coffee
with him

And Wenda is a |little nore forward than | am |'m
pretty quiet, in case you didn't know that about her, yes,
that's the way she rolls.

But she said, "Steve, is Jesus any part of your
life? Because you are just the nicest guy."

He's this person of peace that we really sensed God
wanted us to have himover to our house.

He goes, "No. [|'ve been to church twice in ny
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life."

And we said, "Three tinmes now, because you were at

church last night in our house."

He goes, "Yeah. Right. Right."

| said, "How did you get to be the way you are? You

are the Good Samaritan. You wanted to push this |ady out of

t he snow bank."

He's a nice guy. He's polite. He's kind. He's

generous. Help us with that.

"Well, | guess ny parents did a pretty good j ob.

got good nmtes."

He told a horrible story of one of his mates

stealing his girlfriend by having an affair with her, and was

Jesus part of that? No.

And | know that kind of shocked us, but here is what

| think God was teaching ne.

At | east he was honest about it; that Jesus isn't

part of ny life.

| know a | ot of people who say Jesus is part of

their life, and they kind of have a self-righteous robe on of

| ack of generosity, conpassion, Good Samaritan kind of stuff.

So | thought that was fascinating |earning.

We said good-bye to himyesterday. His friends from

Sutton cane and picked himup and |

cones back

just can't wait until he
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He' s t hi nki ng now about maybe changing his flight
out so he can spend the night with us Wednesday or Thursday
before he flies back.

He's going fromhere to England to be an apprentice
electrician. He has a two year work visa.

Isn't that interesting? A lot of people, they tel
you |'ve got Jesus.

Really? | think they | ook kind of |ike the guy on
the right. At different times we need to take those robes
of f.

As | said, we have different testinmonials. W have
had i nani mate objects and ani mate obj ects.

| want to invite an animte object to cone up at
this tine.

This is Brenda. Brenda is a dear friend of Bethany.
| think she's not one of the few, but one of the many who
actually were baptized, raised here, been around here for
meny years.

But Brenda was kind enough to say yes, I'mwlling
to tell alittle bit of a story of sonmething that God did for
her. So would you guys encourage Brenda.

(Appl ause)
BRENDA: Good norning. |'mnervous.
PASTOR MARK: Lord, would you give Brenda the words

she needs and cal m her heart. She's not used to this. She
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is a quiet person, and we just ask that you m ght anoint her,
that we m ght hear sonme of your words through the words she
chooses. So calmher fears and all ow her to speak. Thank
you, Lord.

BRENDA: Thank you. The robe. | have a robe that
|'"ve worn pretty much all ny life, and up until a few years
ago it was very confortable for ne.

It was warm it was inviting, and it's called the
robe of selfishness and self-seeking, and | wore it
regularly, and I did things for me and only ne.

And that robe today doesn't confort ne like it used
to. | can't stay in it for very |ong.

It's not warm anynore and it's not very confortable
anynor e.

And the reason being, when Mark and Wenda tal k about
their friends who are in recovery, |I'm one of those people.

| belong to Al coholics Anonynous, and through the
twel ve steps of AA and ny Bible study here at church, and
with friends here at Bethany, | have been taught a new way to
live that is | ess selfish and | ess sel f-seeking.

| have been given plenty of opportunities to take
that robe off on a regular basis and just realize how
unconfortable it really is to be wapped up in me, nyself,
and | all the tine.

Part of the twelve steps of Al coholics Anonynous is
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that we are given opportunities to make a list of all the
peopl e we have harnmed and then go out there and nmake anends
to themand make it right.

When you are wapped up in selfishness and
sel f-seeking you hurt a |ot of people.

You don't live the way Jesus intends us to |ive.
didn"t. | really didn't.

And it was the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday and |
was preparing to make a financial anmends to an institution
that | had stolen sone noney from many years ago

And to ne it was a |arge amount of noney. | don't
know to themthat it was, but to me it was a huge amount of
noney.

And | have been sober for about ten years and this
was the |l ongest lasting putoff | had done.

| had put this off and put this off, but that
Tuesday before Ash Wednesday | had an appoi ntnment to neet
with the CEO of this organization. She really didn't know
what | was conming to do.

On ny way to work that norning | stopped at the ATV
and withdrew all the cash | needed to pay the noney back.

| got to work, and I"'mthe first one in the office,
so |'mopening things up and naki ng coffee.

And all of a sudden |I hear this voice, and | believe

it was the evil one talking to nme, telling nme, "Who do you
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think you are? This is not going to make it right by that
organi zation. Do you even know how many people you have hurt
when you took that noney? You're nothing but a piece of

crap. Cone on, give it up. You don't need to do this. This
is not going to make things any better. You are still a
liar, a cheat, and a thief."

And one of the cool things about AA is that we have
what we call sponsors, and our sponsors know us better than
probably we know oursel ves.

They hold us accountable to the truth and ny sponsor
keeps ny feet to the fire so that | don't stay where |I'm at,
so that | keep progressing forward, so that |'m al ways naki ng
progress in ny program

So | called ny sponsor, because | knew ny thoughts
wer e goi ng whacko, and that pretty soon I mght talk nyself
out of doing this.

So | called her and she was in a position where she
could only spare a few m nutes for ne.

And | hung up and | thought, okay, that's cool,
can wait. 1'll be all right. | can wait.

And here it canme again. "You re nothing but a
|l oser. You're a piece of crap. What makes you think this is
going to nake it any better? It's not. It's not. Just
don't do it. Forget it. You can't face that wonman."

So | knew then | couldn't wait for my sponsor to
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cal | back

| dialed the church, and not really thinking, it was
9:15, | dialed Wnda's extension and got her voice mail. She
wasn't there.

So | hung up, and then |I called right back to Pastor
Mar k' s extension and thank God he answered the phone right
away.

And he knows that I'min AA, and he knows what kind
of programl'min, he knows the steps, we've done a series
here at Bethany on the twelve steps of AA.

So, short version, | gave himthe short version and
said | need you to pray, because | can't stop this talk in ny
head.

And so he lovingly and graciously started praying
for me and he led ne right back to the foot of the cross and
into the arnms of Jesus and hel ped ne understand that | was
covered, and that no matter what the evil one was trying to
convince nme of, | had the arnor, | had the arnor of God's
word and the righteousness of Jesus's sacrifice, so | could
go in there and make those anends, and | did.

| wal ked in at 10:00 o' clock and I sat down in the
chair.

She was a wonderful woman, and very kind and
gracious, and | told her what | was there to do, and asked

her in addition to paying the noney back, is there anything
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else | can do to make the situation right by the people
t here?

And she started to cry, she started to bawl, and she
had anticipated that | was going to cone in and conplain
about the organization and that | was going to be a thorn in
her side that day.

And she said, "Maybe | shouldn't be so cynical about
peopl e, because what you're doing is amazing."

And she thanked ne. She junped up and ran out and
brought nme back a gift.

And it was a tin filled with wonderful chocol ate
mnts, and | shared those mnts with the girls at work and
"' m going to use that as ny God box.

Anytinme | have sonmething | can't handle, |'m going
to stick nmy trouble in that box right there.

It's a remnder that if I"'mwlling to take off the
robe of selfishness and self-seeking and live the way Jesus
intends us to live --

PASTOR MARK: You get chocol ate.

BRENDA: That's true, | get chocolate, but | get a
new life.

PASTOR MARK: Brenda had no idea | was using the
prodi gal son story of that robe thing and the gift that cones
fromcelebration. So would you thank God for Brenda?

(Appl ause)
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It's interesting, isn't it, as Brenda was telling
that story, and she sent ne a copy of that story, so | used
it at 7:45 with the people in the chapel, w thout putting her
name on it.

It's interesting, isn't it, there was a cel ebration
when she canme cl ean

And it's interesting also that we were surprised in
that. | mean, it's not easy, but it's so sinple.

And again | go back to those stories of the robe and
here is where |I'm at.

The covenant is that God wel cones us. He enbraces
us. He anoints us.

It's like the precious anointing oil that flows down
over the collar of ny robe, anointing, grace, |ove,
accept ance.

Thank you, Brenda. Cone on honme to the foot of the
cross. That's the covenant.

The kingdomthen is -- there is kind of an
interesting twist on that -- it's nore |like mybe you need to
take of f sone of your robes.

Take off a |ayer or two here or there and open your
heart and maybe your hone to sonmeone to cone in, because God
has great things around the table, chocol ate, food,
conversation, prayer, bl essing.

Pastor Wenda is going to help us with our mnistry
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time, but for nme there's a double there, isn't there?

Grace releases us and grace also invites us, and if
you are a person who maybe just needs to be rem nded of that
anointing that is yours, you nmay have had a tough week, or
maybe you' ve been in a tough season of life, | invite you to
cone up and let us pray for you.

It was storny the other night and | was just
t hi nking of all the people that are out in the how ing

w | derness of life, and | have a friend who has about three

different surgeries, but if you are sonebody, | know |I'mt hat
way, | always need to be rem nded of the anointing that is
m ne.

But we would like to pray for you, and maybe you
heard sonething that Brenda said, or that God said through
Brenda or |, about that self-righteousness that creeps in.

That you don't need to put a robe on; you may need
to just take a layer off.

To be accountable, to confess that |'ve becone that
el der brother a little bit, and |I've begrudged ny fell ow
brothers and sisters in the famly, and |I've forgotten that
they are ny brother.

PASTOR WENDA FRY: You are invited to cone up if you
were stirred in your heart by anything Brenda said today.

Thanks, Brenda, so nuch for being translucent and

letting us in, opening that a little bit nore for us to see




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

28

where we m ght need to cone clean with sonmeone. Maybe we
need to go make anends.

The twelve step programis basically |I can't, God
can, and I'"'mgoing to let him

And today, if sonething happened, we really believe
that God is calling us at Bethany to nmove fromthe pews and
to nove out in response to God's |ove and nercy.

So that's why we are calling people forth at the end
of the services during the mnistry time so you can be prayed
for, or take a step in your walKk.

Because as Lutheran Christians we have done a | ot of
gathering and receiving and sitting in the pews, and we have
done sone watching fromafar uncommtted, critical onl ooking.

We are really sensing God wants us to be with Jesus
and to do the things he did.

| f sonething has stirred in you, conme on up, we'll
pray for you.

| know there are those of you that have maybe even
t hought of soneone that you m ght owe sone npbney to.

We want to anoint you with that power that God
prom ses in his Holy Scripture.

He says in John 14:12, you are to do even greater
things than | did.

That same power is yours. You can take that next

step in your walk with your Lord and Savi or.
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| ask you to cone forward. It is kind of a twelve
step process.

Lord, | praise you and thank you for your Holy
Spirit, your holy fire, for the scarlet color of your robe
that was taken off of you and then put back on and then taken
of f again, Lord, so that we would know the risk of your |ove
for us.

We praise you for the cross. W praise you for the
season of Lent.

We praise you for an opportunity to do the things
t hat you've asked us to do, to scatter the denons, whether
t hey m ght be food, or shopping, or alcohol, or cheating.

You teach us in your word that you want us to raise
the dead; that is give life to others.

We thank you for the new life that our new friend
St eve gave us through his kind heart that blessed us.

It's as you said, we wll entertain angels unaware
if we open our hearts and our hones.

Lord, | praise you for these disciples and | ask a
speci al anointing upon them as they are thinking about doing
sonet hi ng beyond what they have done in the past, wanting to
grow and stretch forward, and they are willing to help
others. W praise you for themand ask your spirit now for
power in their heart as they go forth. 1In your holy nane.

Amen.




