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PASTOR VENDA FRY: Today what | amgoing to talk
about is exactly what God says to the people on M. Carnel.
That's the nountain we are going to clinb today.

| like that contenporary way of saying, be on this
side, the side of Jesus, or the side of the world.

That's exactly what Elijah says to the people of
| srael, only he says it this way.

Are you going to go |inping around? Make up your
mnd. You're either on the side of God or on the other side.
That's pretty much what he said.

So we are going to look at that today and it's quite
a story actually, and it's quite a decision to nake.

It's quite a thing to think about, and | |ove the
authenticity of our young people saying that, yes, | want to
be a Christian.

| want to be on the side of God. It's just not that
easy, and there are no pat answers, and | love that, | |ove
that that is what is happening in our D sciple making
Di sci pl e group, is that our young people, instead of sitting
in a classroom and receiving cognitive know edge only, their
hearts are being engaged to speak fromtheir heart and about
their heart.

And that's part of the journey, is to be honest with
what we believe about God and what we think about him

We praise God for that testinony today. Thank you
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so nmuch, Tyler, Megan, Matt and Danny. Thank you so nuch.

What happens, as we have been tal ki ng about, what
happens on the nountains in the Bible is that God reveal s
hi mself to God's people and often hel ps themto know how t hey
can have a fuller life, not only on this side, but in heaven
forever.

So on M. Mariah, for exanple, a couple of weeks ago
Pastor Mark taught us the story of Abraham and | saac.

And on M. Mariah Abrahamr took his son Isaac up on
the nmountain and he was going to sacrifice him

And just as the knife was com ng down, God spoke
t hrough an angel and yelled at him "Abraham don't do that.
Now | know. Now | know, Abrahanm, now | know that you | ove ne
and fear nme and want to follow ne."

And that is when God made a covenant wi th Abraham on
t hat nount ai n.

Then | ast week we | ooked at M. Sinai. W didn't
actually go up on M. Sinai, we stood at the base with our
ancestors, the Hebrew pilgrinms, who had been wandering in the
wi | derness for three nonths.

We stood at the base of the mountain and heard God
say through Mobses, not through an angel this tinme, but
t hrough Moses, tell the people that the whole world is m ne,
and | can choose anybody | want, and tell them | choose them

And they would will be a treasured possession, and
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what does he say?

They would be for hima priestly kingdomand a holy
nati on.

I n other words, God was setting them apart. They
really didn't deserve to be chosen.

Renmenber, we tal ked about the fact pretty nuch al
they did was pretty much conplain for three nonths in the
wi | der ness.

Three preferred, the | eeks and the onions and
pormegr anates, even though they were enslaved in Egypt, they
were saying we would rather be sitting back there with the
| eeks and all the delicious delicacies and the things we
could get, rather than having you provide for us, Cod.

They conplain after all that time and God stil
chooses them and says you are ny treasured possession.

We tal ked about that on the cross of Calvary God
says the sane thing.

So what was begun at Sinai, the reconciliation and
the choosing, was fulfilled on M. Calvary.

And on the mountains God reveals hinself and speaks
t hrough peopl e.

And on M. Carnel he speaks through the prophet
| sai ah, not an angel, not Mbses, but the prophet I|saiah.

Before we ook at the text | want to set up alittle

bit of background with regard to the people of Israel and
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where we are going to cone across this text, because a |ot
has happened since M. Mariah and M. Sinai when they finally
get to M. Carnel.

Fi ve hundred years have passed and God's peopl e have
really struggled with choosing to worship the true God.

They just have a struggle with it, and they had a
struggl e because everybody el se around them had a ki ng and
they wanted a ki ng.

God said I'll be your king, M. Mriah, M. Sinai,

t he covenant was, let nme be your Kking.

Cbey ny voice, I'll give you these conmands, | wll
rule over you, you'll always be provided for, you'll always
be cared for.

But they |ooked around at the other nations and they
got jeal ous and thought they have an earthly king, why can't
we have one?

So things start turning for the people of Israel in
First Sanuel, Chapter 8.

"' mgoing to have you go to that right now before we
go to the other text, because this is key, Disciples.

First Sanuel, Chapter 8, in the pew Bibles it's 254,
but of course we want you to bring your Bibles.

Rai se your hands if you do have your Bibles today.
Fantastic. Excellent.

Bring your Bibles, especially when we | ook at these
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A d Testanent texts, there are so many pages to turn, and so
many things to | ook at.

First Sanuel Chapter 8, Verse 4, here is where
things start to turn. | want you to see it for yourself.

Renmenber, Sanmuel was chosen by the Lord to |lead the
peopl e and he was doing a good job, but how he's old.

"Then all of the elders of Israel gathered together
and cane to Sanuel at Ramah and said to him 'You are old and
your sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us then a
king to govern us, |like other nations.'

"But the thing displeased Samuel when they said,

"G ve us a king to govern us.'

"Sanmuel prayed to the Lord and the Lord said to
Sanuel, 'Listen to the voice of the people and all that they
say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have
rejected ne frombeing a king over them"'"

This is key, Disciples, this is where things start
to go south for the people of Israel.

So God says to Samuel, no, don't worry about it,
they are not rejecting you; they are rejecting ne.

And the thing that Sanuel and the Lord didn't I|ike
about this is they are called a treasured possession.

They are supposed to |look different than the world.
They are not supposed to be |like other nations.

But, see, that's where they started to turn. W
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want a king so we can be |ike other nations.

And that's the beginning of a |lot of heartache, a
| ot of strife, a lot of bloodshed for the people of Israel,
because God grants themtheir request.

That's kind of how God is. He'll work out his plan
anyway, but he grants them a king.

And so the history of the kings is told in First and
Second Sanuel and First and Second Kings.

And if you read those books, you'll see that upon
each succession of king after king after king, it says in
God's word, and this king did evil in the sight of the Lord,
nmore than the king before him It just gets worse.

And so in the end, where we find ourselves is, this
is a picture of the northern and southern ki ngdom

So there is a map of Israel, or all of Palestine
actual ly.

And | srael was the northern kingdom | think that's
the pink, and its capital was in Samaria, which was Jericho,
they built Samaria right on Jericho. Its kings were al
unfaithful to Cod.

Judah is in the green. Judah was the southern
ki ngdom with its capital in Jerusalem it was never to be
di vided, but with the onset of the succession of kings this
got to be a ness.

" mgiving you like five hundred years of history in
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just a short tinme here.

But I want you to understand this idea that first
they wanted a king so they could be |ike other nations and
didn't really work out that well.

So the southern kingdom wth its capital in
Jerusalem alnost half of its rulers remined sonmewhat
faithful to God and the others grew di sobedi ent.

So it wasn't a good idea in the first place. God

it

didn't want to do it, Sanuel didn't want to do it, but they

didit.
God said all right, I'lIl give thema king, starte
with Saul and then Sol onon and the stories are amazing.
Each one does worse than the last. They don't

follow after God's | ove, not |like what God i ntended at

M. Sinai.

You are ny treasured people. |If you obey ny voic
and follow after ne, I will bear you on eagles' w ngs, jus
like I did when | brought you out of Egypt, and I'll provi

for everything that you need.

But there is sonething about that that just doesn
wor k out very well for us.

It's hard for us to surrender to God, it just is,
and that's what Megan is tal king about, it's hard.

Last week | was in Phoenix with the maestro and a

couple of our life group | eaders and on Wednesday ni ght |

d

e

t

de

"t

saw
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the eclipse fromthe desert.

Do you have a picture of that, Julie? 1Isn't that
gor geous?

| think that was the day that you guys called school
of f here.

It was about 70, it was kind of chilly in Phoenix, t
wasn't as warmas it normally is.

And it was cloudy in the norning, that's what | nean
by chilly, and the maestro and | thought we are not going to
see the eclipse.

We knew we were going out away from Phoenix, it was
going to be dark, we were spending sone fellowship tine with
M ke Breen and Steve Cochran at Steve's house.

And we got out there about 8:00 o'clock and about
fifteen mnutes later I went out on the patio and the clouds
were clearing and we saw the eclipse.

| just loved it, because it remnds nme that God is
the creator of the universe.

| have no problem when | see sonething like this,
how many of you saw it, by the way? Could you see it here in
Omaha? Fantastic, isn't it?

| have no problem when | see things like this,
have no problem believing that God is the king of the
uni ver se.

And then after we traveled back to the hotel a huge
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t hunderstormrolled in.

And | just sat with ny wi ndow open, and | have been
in Phoeni x many tinmes over the years and | have never seen it
rain like that, the thunder and lightning, it was just | oud.

And | think to nyself, God, you are the king of the
uni ver se.

And | don't think it takes nuch for any one of us to
proclaimin nonments |ike that when we see a |unar eclipse, or
we see a thunderstormlike that, that God is sovereign,
right? That he clearly rules the cosnos.

That we don't have a problemw th, but that he would
want to rule in our personal life, that he would want to rule
in our workplace, that he would rule in our universities and
Lut heran col | eges, that he would even rule in this church,
our churches, is something that we struggle wth.

We're cool with himbeing the king of the universe,
but himtaking every part of our life, that's a different
t hi ng.

And that is the struggle that God's peopl e have
al ways had, our ancestors included.

So now let's nove to First Kings, because that's
what it's about.

It's about that struggle between worshipping God and
followng himand his | aws and obeying them and choosing a

di fferent god.
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This is actually a picture of M. Carnel in
Pal estine and in First Kings 18, where | want to | ook at
today, Elijah has predicted a drought.

Three years earlier he cane on the scene and
predi cted a drought.

Here is the thing. Elijah cones on the scene when
King Ahab is the king of Israel.

And he is just like all the other kings. He did
evil in the sight of the Lord, the scripture says.

Here is how bad it was for him He married Jezebel,
and Jezebel, she was just pretty nmuch not a very nice person
li ke she was pretty bad, actually, because she didn't want to
wor shi p.

Ahab was in the covenant, but she didn't want to
wor ship the God of Abraham |saac, and Jacob.

She wanted to worship Baal, a B-A-A-L god, and we
can see that.

Look with nme at First Kings 16, Verse 31, we can see
t hat .

"And as if it had been a light thing for himto wal k
in the sins of Jeroboam" in other words Jeroboam was the
ki ng before and he was really bad news, so as if it had been
alight thing to followin his footsteps, in other words, not
only that but then, "He took as his wife Jezebel, daughter of

Ki ng Et hbaal of the Sidonians, and went and served Baal, and




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

12

wor shi pped him

"He erected an altar for Baal in the house of Baal,
which he built in Samaria. Ahab also made a sacred pole,"
known as Asher ah.

My footnote takes nme down to the word Asherah. That
was erecting a pole near places where God' s peopl e worshi pped
the one true God, and then we will worship that instead, they
choose right in that nonent.

And Ahab did nore to provoke the anger of the Lord,
the God of Israel, than all the kings who were before him
and it says that about every single king.

So he's the king in Israel, and the capital is
Samaria, and Elijah is the prophet that was appointed three
years earlier, and that's in 17, Verse 1

"Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Glead, said
to Ahab, 'As the Lord the God of Israel |ives, before whoml
stand, there shall be neither dew nor rain these years,
except by ny word.'"

Well, that's not what King Ahab wanted to hear, and
nei ther did Jezebel

So they tossed himout and they said you better get
out of the palace, and you better go a |long ways from here
because we are going to kill you.

And then Jezebel set out to kill all the prophets of

the Lord so that she could hopefully kill Elijah, because she
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didn't like the things he said.

She needed water, of course, to bathe in. She
didn't want to hear there was going to be a drought because
she had a lifestyle she had to keep up, right?

So these are the kinds of things that enter in. So
she's angry and Elijah has a bounty on his head and that's
where we'll pick up the story.

Chapter 18, Verses 1 to 6. This is three years
after that word.

"After many days the word of the Load cane to Elijah
in the third year of the drought saying, 'Go, present
yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the earth.’

"So Elijah went to present hinself to Ahab. The
fam ne was severe in Sanmari a.

"Ahab summpbned CObadi ah, who was in charge of the
pal ace. Now, Obadi ah revered the Lord greatly.

"When Jezebel was killing off the prophets of the
Lord, Qbadi ah took a hundred prophets, hid themfifty to a
cave and provided themw th bread and water.

"Then Ahab said to Obadiah, 'Go through the land to
all the springs of water and to all the wadis; perhaps we nmay
find grass to keep the horses and nules alive and not | ose
some of the animals.'

"So they divided the |and between themto pass

through it. Ahab went in one direction by hinself and
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Obadi ah went in another direction by hinself."

Obadi ah is not the Prophet Obadi ah, just so you
know.

Obadi ah is the manager of the palace, and so King
Ahab says we have to find water for these animals, we better
go.

So Ahab goes in one direction and Obadi ah goes the
ot her direction and Obadiah runs into Elijah.

Running into Elijah is simlar to running into the
living God. It's an experience.

Elijah | ooks like a vagabond. He has hair that is
white and it's thin and it kind of stands out.

And then he's got this mantle, a canel's mantle,
| ooks a lot |ike how we m ght picture John the Baptist as
wel | .

He just doesn't look |ike everybody else. He | ooks
i ke a nut, okay?

And Obadi ah runs into himand he goes, if anyone
hears that |I've run into you, |'m dead.

Because, see, there is a bounty on his head.
Jezebel wants himkilled, because he brings truth.

So this is what is happening next, Verses 7 to 16,
Obadi ah and Elijah have this |Iong conversation about the fact
that, well, | tell you what, | want you to go get King Ahab,

and | don't care if you are killed or if I"'mkilled, but I
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have a word fromthe Lord | need to say.

So Obadi ah summons Ahab, and we pick it up at 17.
"When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him "Oh, it's you, you
troubler of Israel.’

"He answered, '| have not troubled Israel, but you
have, and your father's house, because you have forsaken the
commandnments of the Lord and followed the Baals. Now
therefore have all Israel assenble for nme at M. Carnel with
t he 450 prophets of Baal and the four hundred profess of
Asherah, who eat at Jezebel's table.’

"So Ahab sent to all the Israelites and assenbl ed
the prophets at M. Carnel.

"Elijah then cane near to all the people and said,
"How long will you go linping with two different opinions?

If the Lord is God, follow him but if Baal, then follow
him'

"The people did not answer hima word. Then Elijah
said to the people, "I, even | only, amleft a prophet of the
Lord, but Baal's profits nunmber 450. Let two bulls be given
to us. Let them choose one bull for thenselves, cut it in
pi eces, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it. |
will prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood but put no
firetoit. Then you call on the name of your God and | w |l
call on the nanme of the Lord, and the God who answers by fire

is indeed God,' and all the people answered, 'Well spoken.'"
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Now, | don't really know why they said well spoken,
ot her than that they perhaps |liked a good show, |ike we
soneti nmes do.

Yes, good idea, yes, let's see. Let's see what
happens.

So they do it, and the prophets of Baal, they put
their bull on the fire and they call down their god, the god
of weat her who was supposed to have by now brought sone rain.

They call on himand their prayer is in Verse 26,
"' O Baal, answer us,' but there was no voice and no answer.
They |inped about the altar that they had nade."

Maybe this is why they didn't |like Elijah. Check
out Verse 27.

"At noon Elijah nocked them saying, 'Cry al oud.
Surely he is a god, either he's neditating, or he has
wandered away, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he's asleep
and nust be awakened.'"

I n other words, is Baal on vacation? | thought you
said you had a god worth worshi pping. Were is he? Mybe
that's why they didn't like him

But, see, Elijah was al so angry that the people had
foll owed after other gods, he's really angry about it.

Soneti mes when we are angry we get sarcastic, don't
we, and we taunt others, we don't want to, but he really,

really had a word fromthe Lord that it was tinme for themto
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wor ship the one true God.

So not hing happens and as ritualistic they start
cutting thenmsel ves and bl ood is everywhere, Verse 29.

"As m dday passed, they raved on until the tine of
the offering of the oblation, but there was no voice, no
answer, no response."

So after several hours Elijah says, all right,
everyone gather around.

He takes twel ve stones from around the place there,
buil ds an altar.

The twel ve stones represent the twelve tribes of
| srael, that's who the covenant was nade wth.

And he asks for sone water and he uses twelve jars
of water in a drought, it's anmazing, twelve jars of water,
pours it all over the thing, and then says to the Lord at
Verse 36.

"At the tinme of the offering of the oblation, the
Prophet Elijah cane near and said, 'O Lord, God of Abraharm
| saac and Israel,' the God of the covenant, 'let it be known
this day that you are God in Israel, that |I'myour servant,
and that | have done all these things at you bidding. Answer
me, O Lord, answer ne, so that this people may know that you,
O Lord, are God, and that you have turned their hearts back.'

"Then the fire of the Lord fell and consuned the

burned offering, the wood, the stones, and the dust, and even
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licked up the water that was in the trench.

"When all the people saw it they fell on their faces
and said, 'The Lord indeed is God. The Lord indeed is God.'

"Elijah said, 'Seize the prophets of Baal, do not
| et one of them escape.

"Then they seized them and Elijah brought them down
to the Wadi Kishon and killed themthere."

Quite the story. See, what was happening at this
time in Israel was pagan worship was everywhere.

On hills like this there would be little shrines set
up with people kind of asking you to conme in and you coul d
buy a little nmagic potion if you were going to stub your toe
while you were a pilgrimor traveler.

O there would be other people who would say cone
and pay homage to these fertility gods and they would | ay
with a prostitute so that the land would be fertile.

There were things like that on the hillsides luring
people in, trying to tell themyou' re going to need this for
protection, or you're going to need that, which rem nds ne of
any mall in our culture, or any downtown area of some of our
cities or streets in our Anerican culture.

New York City, just off Broadway, you can see it, or
in the red light district in Ansterdam they are just luring
you in.

It's not a newthing. It was happening on the
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hillsides in Pal estine.

And so that is why the Psalm st says in Psalm 121,
turn to that with ne, Psalm 121, Pastor Mark and you | ooked
at this on Wednesday when | was gone.

Psal m 121 says, "I |lift up ny eyes to the hills.
From where will ny help come?"

Does nmy help come fromthose things, those shrines?
That's what that is referring to.

And t he psal m st says no, ny help doesn't conme from
the mall, it doesn't conme fromthe tel evision advertisenents
that say you need this in order to have a better life.

It doesn't come fromdrugs, or food, just eat this
and you won't feel a thing, or just have this.

Do you see? It's the same sort of thing that our
ancestors struggled wth.

God' s peopl e have al ways been tenpted by this world
to go off the path, and if you would just get this, or have
this, or do this, or conme in here, back in this dark place,
you will be better off, or you'll be protected.

That was what was happening on M. Carnel. God was
sayi ng through Elijah, you are part of the covenant, you
bel ong to God.

Because you are a treasured possession, and you
bel ong to God, nmke up your m nd.

Live in that. Live under that know edge, under that
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unbrella of |ove, protection, and providence.

Live in that. Do not go linping. You are going to
follow the one true God, the God of Abraham |saac, and
Jacob, the God of the covenant, and Christ's bl ood who made
t hat covenant for you and for ne, live in that as though you
bel ong to himand nothing el se matters.

Or are you going to go to the nmall again? | know I
say that a lot, but |I've read the statistics.

Sonetinmes | just go to the mall and watch, sit there
and wat ch.

People really do believe in this culture that's the
way to happiness, that if you could just get one nore thing.

Sonetinmes we don't see that, but the psalm st says |
|l ook to the hills, I look to the malls, | look to the
streets, does ny help conme fromthere?

No. It comes fromthe one who nmade heaven and
earth, and though I will stunble and fall, and the Israelites
could get a potion to put on their toes so they wouldn't trip
on the path, though I mght stunble and fall, he will not |et
your foot be noved.

He will not fall asleep. He's not a god |ike Baal,
who was maybe sl eepi ng.

That's why they bl oodi ed thensel ves. They thought
maybe they could draw attention to thensel ves.

He didn't pay attention to them and cone and save
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t hem

But he doesn't sleep. The one who keeps | srael
doesn't sl eep.

He's our keeper, and he's our shade, and the sun
shall not strike us by day, nor the noon by night, and we
don't need to moon worship either, because he made the noon.

The Lord will keep your going out and your com ng

This is the prom se for those who live in the
knowl edge that you belong to Christ.

If you live this, if you pray this way, if we |live
as though we believe, this is why | |oved so much what Megan
said, we want to believe that, and we struggle with it, we
all do, we all do.

And we need to live as though we believe it, because
it's true.

It's true that you are loved. It's true that you
will be provided for.

It's true that nothing in this life, not one thing
inthis |life, not death, not drugs, not a slip here or a
failure there, none of that stuff will be able to separate
you from Christ's | ove.

You belong to Christ. None of that makes a
di fference.

You're going to heaven. You do not have to worry
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about it.

You're in the covenant because of that and the bl ood
t hat was shed, once for all, Hebrews says, once for all.

You don't need to worry about that. In the neantine
you need to |ive as though you believe it, and claimhis
provi dence, claimhis protection, call himyour keeper, tell
hi m how nmuch you love himdaily, because that really jazzes
our maker.

He wants nothing nore than to be in relationship
wth you and for you to live it and for you to believe it.
Prai se God.

Pastor Mark is with Adrian, our son, in Portland, he
had a coupl e performances, |I'm so thankful he could go,
normal Iy he would lead us in a response.

The namestro is going to play "You Are Qur King".

"' mthinking that three weeks ago | could barely get you guys
to | eave the cross of Calvary.

You just didn't want to go away fromit. It's so
beautiful. It's such a great place to be drawn to.

So during this song, if you want to cone up and
claimthat the Lord is your king and your keeper during the
song, just conme and then | will just ask a blessing for al
of us as we | eave.

During the song if you want to cone closer to the

cross of Calvary, you are invited to do that and sing to the
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Lord, your keeper and your Kking, there.
Lord in all we do we want to honor you.
your Cross.

We | ove the bl ood that was shed for us,

We | ove

because in

that sacrifice we becane part of the covenant, a beauti ful

covenant given to Abraham Moises, Noah, the covenant that

Elijah wanted the people to renmenber through God,

wor | d.

not the

So, Lord, we ask now under the shadow of your cross

that we m ght have the strength, that you give us the

strength this week, increase our faith to believe that we are

your kid, and that nothing in this life will be able to

separate us from your | ove.
We | ove you. Bless us now as we depart,

Christ, Anen.

t hr ough




