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PASTOR MARK FRY: It is great to be with you today.
One of ny loves is fishing.

It's a love and it's a passion, it's a hobby, it's
sonething that | spend a lot of time wishing | was doing and
|l ess time doing than actually w shing.

But for the next few weeks we are going to talk
about sonme of the great fish stories of the Bible.

And one thing, fishernen tend to exaggerate, so

hopefully I'Il keep it reasonable today and give you sonme
bite size chunks that will help you in your fishing and in
your life.

This week the title is "The Fish Locator" and one
of the rights of passage of the spring is when you receive
your Cabela's s catalog in the mail

Steve is giving ne the thunbs up. You have that
t hing, too, Steve?

Have you bought anything yet init? You' re a
better man than me, although your wife m ght disagree.

It is amazing. Bob, one of our ushers today, he
saw the fishing stuff, he said, "It's that time of year.
You start getting the itch.”

| said, "Yes, you do."

He said, "I finally bought a fish |ocator."

"How much did you pay?"

| think he said two hundred dollars. You can get
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one for seventeen ninety-nine on sale. $1,799 on sale.

Hopefully the ones | will share with you today are
a |l ot nore reasonabl e than that.

But they've got everything in this catalog for the
fi sherman and the want-to-be.

It's an incredible resource of junk, that is great
junk, and | have a weakness for it.

Any time | go to Col orado or anywhere el se you have
to stop at every Cabel a's between here and there.

It's just sonething that some of us do, but that's
ki nd of the deal today.

| want to talk a little bit about the fish |ocators
and that's the task before us today.

So if you have your Bible, I want to come back to
Mat t hew 4.

It is interesting for nme, right away after Jesus
has been baptized, sonme would say he's wet and wild, he's
after it right away.

He's dried off fromthe forty days of tenptation,
don't get nme wong, but the first thing he does is he finds
out that his mentor, that's John the Baptist, is in prison.

He's the guy who baptized Jesus and he | earns that
right away in that 4th Chapter up in the 12th verse.

He had heard that John had been arrested, so he

goes to Galilee and he's going along there and ri ght away
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his first sernon is Matthew 4:17, "Repent, for the kingdom
of heaven has cone near."

And not everybody really understood what that
meant, and not a | ot of people today really understand what
t hat means.

But what that nmeans when it says the ki ngdom of
heaven is near is that God is here and he wants to do really
cool stuff in your life.

God is here. He wants to do really cool stuff in
your life.

He has called each of us, we believe theol ogically,
t hrough the water of baptism to do really cool stuff in our
lives, in the lives of those people around us.

And | think it's incredibly ironic and also highly
significant that the first four he calls are fishernen.

The first four he calls are fishernmen. \What do we
make of that?

Wel |, Jesus does not call the qualified; he
qualifies the called.

And if you are a fishernmen you can admt that you
probably aren't the sharpest knife in the drawer.

Sone of the things fishernmen do are stupid and
ridiculous to try and catch fish

We are not the brightest bulbs on the Christmas

tree, and you can feel that way as a fishernen, but there's
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irony and there's also power in the fact that Jesus doesn't
call the qualified, he qualifies the call ed.

And, again, we are all called, and what we are
called is we are called children of God.

We are given this new name through the water of
bapti sm but he also then wants us to stay connected to the
wat er .

Fi shermen don't al ways have great intelligence, but
t hey do have a common sense and they are usually fairly
i ngeni ous of thinking out new met hods and col ori ng outsi de
t he box.

That's one of the reasons | think Jesus called
fi shernmen.

| have a thing that a buddy of m ne on our church
council gane ne.

It's a |ike a master angler kind of a cal endar
thing that has all kinds of fishing sayings and stuff in it
and | usually avoid it during Novenmber, Decenber, January,
February because it makes nme want to go fishing and | have a
par anoi a about ice fishing.

If I"'mnot in Mnnesota |I'm not getting out on that
ice, but I avoid it because it makes we want to fish so bad.

But there's a guy who wites in that, his nane
Sparse Grayhackle, and I don't know if that's his real nane

or not, but | |ove the nane.
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1 He says, "If fishing interferes with your business,
2 gi ve up your business."

3 What Jesus would say is, "Since you are call ed,

4 fishing is your business.™

5 You are involved in the catch and rel ease program

6 t hat God has.

7 |'"'ma guy who believes that even the worst day of

8 fishing is better than the best day of working nost of the
9 tinme.

10 It's just great to go fishing if you are a

11 fisherman and what Jesus says is all of us are fisherpeople.
12 You follownme and | will teach you to fish for

13 peopl e.

14 This Sparse Grayhackl e, again he says, "The trout
15 do not rise in the cenetery, so you better do your fishing
16 while you are still able.™

17 In other words, if you keep putting it off for

18 anot her day that other day m ght never cone. You better go

19 fishing now.

20 There is an urgency to the call of God and it is

21 your busi ness.

22 | have ny paddl e pad here, this is the best

23 i nvestment | think we ever made, Pastor Wenda and | went to
24 t he new Scheels and we were in there because we are canoei ng
25 ent husiasts and this is like a little portable floatable
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butt cushi on.

See, a |l ot of people they get real confortable in
t he boat cushions of the pew and they don't get out of the
boat .

We make these seats in here confortable, but that's
just so that while you are here you're confortable. That
doesn't nmean you go out from here and then sit.

You' re fishernmen, it's your business, and you don't
want to wait too | ong because there is no day |like today to
go fishing.

This is the perfect fishing day, as | said earlier,
so we need to | ook at that.

Who is called? All of us through our water baptism

and if you want to look it up it's Isaiah 43, when you go

t hrough the waters | will be with you, you are m ne, you are
preci ous and beloved, | |ove you, period.
You're mne now. |'ve got you. You are in ny net.

You have been hooked. You're it.

Let's take a look. There is this really cool
thing, there's a guy named Martin Luther, that's kind of our
strand of the Christian tree, the Lutheran Christian tree,
is froma guy in the 1500s named Martin Luther.

And he redi scovered this beautiful thing called the
priesthood of all believers, which neans it's not just the

pastor's job to go fishing; it's everybody's job to do the
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work of mnistry, one of which is to go fishing.

| f you have your Bible there you can open up
Ephesians 4, in sone of the Bibles it's on page 185, but not
all of them W' ve got sonme new i nported Bibles.

Ephesi ans 4, hopefully you can find it, it's one of
Paul 's letters.

He's witing to these great people in the city of
Ephesus, that's where Ephesians cones from the 4th chapter,
11t h verse.

"The gifts he gave were that sonme woul d be
apostl es, sone prophets, some evangelists, sone pastors and
teachers. "

Here is the part | want you to understand that it's
not my job to go fishing; it's all of our jobs to go
fishing.

It's my job as your pastor and one of your teachers
to equip -- who? The saints, and that's you guys.

There is a bl essed wonan who canme to a Bible study
class we had | ast year and | kept throwi ng out this whole
concept that you guys are saints and she's |ike, "Ch, you
don't know ne."

| said, "I don't have to. God does."

We believe theologically that we are forgiven
sinners and so therefore we are saints.

It's kind of a sinner/saint thing that we just |ive
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1 in all of our lives. That's the pool we swimin.

2 We are saints. You are a saint and don't |et

3 anybody tell you you're not.

4 So ny job is to "equip the saints for the work of
5 mnistry," to teach you sone fishing tips, "for building up

6 the body of Christ until all of us conme to the unity of the

7 faith and the know edge of the Son of God, to maturity, to

8 the nmeasure of the full stature of Christ. W nust no

9 | onger be children, tossed to and fro and bl own about by

10 every wi nd of doctrine.”

11 | love that little expression because it sounds to
12 nme like they're in a boat and they are being tossed to and
13 fro by every wind of doctrine.

14 And that's unfortunately what sonme people do. They
15 just stay in the boat and they are watching this theol ogical

16 pi ng pong match.
17 That's not what we are supposed to be doing. W
18 are supposed to grow up, grow out, and go out and go

19 fishing.

20 "Every wi nd of doctrine, by people's trickery, by
21 their craftiness in deceitful schem ng. But speaking the
22 truth in love, we nmust grow up in every way into himwho is

23 the head, into Christ, fromwhomthe whole body, joined and
24 knit together by every liganment with which it is equipped,

25 as each part is working properly, pronotes the body's growh
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in building itself up in |ove.™

That's a mouthful. What that nmeans is we've al
got roles to play and it's ridiculous to think that we are
just on the receiving end of that, and we just sit in the
boat, and kind of that what is in it for nme?

| will just sit here and watch everybody el se do
the mnistry, and I'll just kind of sit on the dock or sit
in the boat, and occasionally conplain about stuff, or be
tossed to and fro by every wind of change in doctrine and
people's trickery, and that's not what it's about.

We are supposed to be equi pping you. W as your
pastors are supposed to be equi pping you to do stuff.

That's why we use spiritual gifts. W had a really
great experience on Thursday.

Al'l of our grandparents day out people took a
spiritual gifts inventory.

There were people in the roomthat were over 90
years old. It was awesone.

And so Anna then unw apped those gifts and taught
sone people there for the very first time in their lives you
have been gifted to do certain things in the building up of
God' s body.

We are not all eyes and ears and noses and el bows.
We have different roles we play, and it would be immture to

think otherwi se, and that's the irony of that.
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We have to grow up and we have grow out and we have
to go out and do sone fishing.

And unfortunately a |l ot of church teaching and
t hi nki ng has been contrary to that.

| often tell the story that there is an old farner
here that |oves to come up to me and say, "W sure need
rain. WII you please give a good word to the man upstairs
so | get sone rain out on ny place?"

And | like to tell him "I'mnot in managenment; |'m
in sales.”
What Jesus is teaching all of us is we are all in
sal es.

It's all of our opportunity and our privilege to
share, to cast, to bring other people into that saving
rel ati onshi p.

So some of us, we |look at that story from Matthew 4
and we have this mental block of this saint thing.

"Well, I'm not good enough.™

Agai n, he doesn't call the qualified; he qualifies
the call ed.

There's St. Andrew, there's St. Peter, there's St.
Janmes, there's St. John. What about those guys?

Wel |, what about those guys? The one interesting
character of that story that I'mdrawn to consistently is

the old man Zebedee. We see himin verse 20.
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"I mredi ately they left their nets and foll owed him
As he went fromthere he saw two other brothers. Janes, the
son of Zebedee and his brother John."

So Zebedee has two sons. \What happens next, they
are mending their nets, this is his famly fishing business,
Zebedee, and Jesus calls the sons and "I mediately they |eft
the boat," notice it also says, "they left their father and
foll owed him™

A couple of things that I would say about that is
often tinmes old Zebedee gets a bum rap.

A |l ot of people think what was up with Zebedee?
How conme he didn't go and have an intergenerational group of
di sci pl es?

We don't know, but sone of us prefer the boat for a
little |longer than others. That's okay.

I f you ook closely then at the way the story
unfol ds, Janmes and John aren't exactly the best disciples
t hat ever wal ked on the pl anet.

In fact, they are the ones that conme to that big
argunent about who is going to sit at your right hand?

| want a really good seat when your kingdom cones,
Lord, and Jesus is like, oh, man, | probably should have
l eft these two knuckl eheads in the boat.

Peter, he's no prize either. He's going to go and

deny Jesus three different tines.
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1 But a lot of people think of St. Peter, St. Andrew,

2 St. James, St. John, there's St. Andrew s Church, saint

3 this, saint that.

4 You don't ever hear of St. Zebedee. You never hear
5 about him He gets a bumrap. He has just lost his two

6 sons.

7 He just lost his neal ticket. His business just

8 wal ked down the street.

9 And | think, if I know God well enough, and |I hope
10 | learn to, that Jesus probably cane back and gave him

11 anot her cast.

12 "How about you now, Zebedee? Are you ready?"

13 Because that's God's nature. He just keeps casting
14 into those pools and I want to think that maybe Zebedee is
15 not such a bad guy either. | believe we are called; not

16 just young people.

17 There is a fishing saying in one of the books I've
18 got .

19 "Anybody can catch fish. Finding themis the hard
20 part."

21 And to prove that point, it's find of fun, when ny
22 ki ds were younger they used to go fishing with me and now

23 they are too cool for that, they're 22 and 18, but when |
24 used to fish with ny kids it was really fun for me as the

25 dad because | w shed ny dad woul d have done this for ne and
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he never did.

So | thought I'"m going to over-conpensate and |'m
going to take nmy kids and they are going to catch ny
ent husi asm for fishing.

So | took them out and set themup with a can of
pop and a cooler full of food and I would get the fish on
and then I would hand them the pole and they would reel it
in and after about two fish ny kids are |ike, "What do we do
next? Can we start throw ng rocks now?"

And I'mlike, "Cone on, you guys, this is great."

They're like, "Dad, I"'mhot. [It's kind of stinky
out here, snelly, and | don't want to touch the bait. |
don't want to touch the fish. This is not ny favorite
thing. It mght be yours."

So what | hope to maybe teach a little bit today is
It wasn't their tinme at that tine.

That's Zebedee. He needed a |little nore time to
percol ate on the call

But how to find fish and when is really key, too.
Sonehow, you see, we need to learn to think like a fish.

And sonme of us that literally do fish, we're kind
of insane about this, and we'll watch these early norning TV
shows about fishing and nethod and techni que and the | atest
t echnol ogy.

And sonme of us are even dunb enough to buy these
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1 magazi nes that have the noon charts in them this is when

2 they are going to be biting, and this is where you ought to
3 go, and there is a cold front comng, and this is the col or
4 of the day, the water color and the tenperature, and al

5 that other stuff.

6 We need to learn to think like a fish, but | am

7 going to conme back to that.

8 God's word is the map for fishing, but we sonetines
9 don't want to use that as the lure.

10 We need to be aware of seasonal patterns for

11 f eedi ng.
12 If you are a fisherman you want to know when and

13 where they are going to spawn, and if they have done that

14 yet.

15 You want to consider the water tenperature, the

16 | ocation, the location, the | ocation.

17 Here is what | cane to this week. | think the fish
18 | ocator is you, because God has wired you with that kind of

19 a know edge of all that stuff.

20 You know t he seasonal patterns for fish and

21 unfortunately what has happened is churches, and this is one
22 of them we've caught you maybe in a certain way but by now
23 we' ve pretty nuch taken away your fishness in a | ot of ways

24 and you' ve been in the boat for such a long period of tine

25 you maybe forget what it was |i ke before you got caught.
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And we need to rediscover sone of that and we need
to learn to think like a fish

You swmin different schools of fish. The people
you work with.

The people that live in your neighborhood. That
peopl e that go to your school.

The people that you play basketball with, you know
their feeding patterns and you know t hey' re spawni ng and you
know t he | ocation, you know how warm the water is right now
for those people.

So | want to give you maybe a tip or two about
that, because there are some m snoners out there about
fishing and evangelism

And if you really want to get ny bl ood pressure up
you use the old expression fromthe baseball novie "Field of
Dreans” and you say, "If you build it, they will cone."”

Not hi ng nmakes nme nore angry when pastors cone to
me, or lay people cone to nme and say, "It's no wonder your
church is growing. Look where you are."

Look where you are. That really makes ne angry,
because | think it's really defeating of God's spirit.

And |'m not saying |I'mnot glad where we are. In a
hal f hour | could take you to fifty churches that aren't
growng within a five mle radius of where we are.

So don't buy that if you build it they will cone
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t hi ng.

That's what we are trained to think, and |'ve
tal ked about the old sit and wait for themto bite nethod of
fishing, and this is not the day for that. That's gone.

If you build it they will come, that's nonsense.
Not hi ng could be further fromthe truth and nothing could be
| ess scriptural than that.

Just build this big church right out on the fifty
yard line of life and everybody will just conme here. That's
nonsense.

"Il tell you another thing that is nonsense is if
you invite themthey will cone.

If you invite themthey will avoid, and what | nean
by that is when you are sitting in your lunch roomat work
or whatever and you are just kind of sitting there and you
have sonebody that is having their lunch and you go, "How s
it going?"

Here's your evangelism nethod of, "Hey, hows it
goi ng?"

"Well, I'"mdoing all right,"” or, "Not too great,
the wife and | are struggling a little bit."

"l got this really cool church at 204th and Maple
Street. Their worship services are at 9:00 and 10:30. |'11I
see you there sone tine."

That's the rare exception of a Lutheran actually
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telling that, but it isn't going to work. If you invite
themthey will avoid.

The other nmethod for that m ght be sonething |ike,
"Hey, howis it going?"

"Not so good."

O, "Actually it's going really good. M wfe just
had a baby."

"Isn't that cool. Ww, way to go,
congratul ations."

"Yes, we're pretty excited. You know, we are kind

of newin the area."

"Really? Hey, | don't want to be inposing or
anything, but there's a church | goto. | really like it."

"Really."

"Yeah. It's pretty cool. 1In fact, the worship

services are at 9:00 and 10:30. MWhat tinme can | pick you up
this Sunday norning? They neet at 9:00 and if | |eave ny
house about 8:45, | can leave a little early, | would be
nore than glad to pick you and your wife and baby up,
because kids are welcone there, too. 1'Ill pick you up.
"Il tell you what, 1'll buy you breakfast afterwards."”

See, it's different. The statistical evidence was,
it used to be | think that Lutherans invited sonebody to
church once every twenty-three years. Now |l think it's down

to sixteen.
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See, part of the problemis we have not effectively
equi pped you and taught you how to do it.

But don't just say, don't be one of those
irritating guys, nmy cable system |'mon Cox cable and for
sone reason we don't get the religious channel anynore,
which is both a bl essing and a curse.

| used to like it because there was sone good
I nspirational stuff on it.

And | liked it for another sick reason; that there
was really sonme bad stuff on there.

And on that they had all these evangelists that
woul d get in people's face and they would do all this
I nappropriate stuff.

Evangel i sts do not have purple hair and a probl em
with rage issues, but on that channel they kind of do.

You' re an evangelist, you're a fisher of people, if
you bring themthey will cone.

And Herbert Hoover was a president who | oved to
fish, he said, "Be patient and calm for no one can catch
fish in anger."

| wish the evangelists would | earn that on that
cabl e channel .

If they think that's going to do it, the days of
hellfire and brinstone are no nore, and |I don't know if they

ever were.
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It was just browbeating people into sone sort of a
subm ssion that | don't believe |lasted nost of the tine
anyway.

And if it did, they just becanme the sane thing that
t hey had done to them

Then they became rage-a-holics, |1've got to go out
and be in the airports and be irritating to people and
bot her them and hassl e them when they are sitting next to ne
on the plane and all that. There is an anger beneath that
i nstead of a grace.

Fi shers of people don't do it out of anger; they do
it out of, "Hey, what tinme can | pick you up? | will be
glad to pick you up."

"Well, | really can't | eave the baby this week."

"My kid is a teenager. W would be glad to
baby-sit for you. | tell you what, maybe now is not the
time. 1'll get back to you on that."

See, that's fishernmen, too. They know the
tenperature of the water.

That's a very inportant aspect of fishing. You
want to nake sure the water is right, and sonetines it just
isn"t right.

But it's not that, "Well, | don't ever need to
check because |'ve done ny thing in nmy |ast sixteen years

and so | amgoing to wait fourteen and a half nore years to
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doit."”

That's not what |I'm saying. Now nmight not be the
time, but next week m ght be, or sonmething simlar to this.

| want to talk about the way sonme people like to
fish and sone don't.

| don't like to get in people's faces about
evangelistic stuff. It's just not who God wired me to be.

| don't feel a sense of call to be on the street
corners putting panphlets in people's hands and getting in
peopl e's faces.

Sonme people need to do that. | understand that.
honor that.

But | have two pictures of two different nieces of
mne. | have two nieces.

This is Britta. This was taken a few years ago.
Britta is one of ny nieces. | have only two.

My brother doesn't have any kids and neither does
my sister, but nmy wife Wenda has three sisters, and April,
this is her youngest, this is Britta.

And five years ago Britta's daddy died and that was
really traumati c.

That was when Pastor Wenda and | were invited to
stay as pastors here at Bethany and we just cel ebrated here
Friday night in fact a wedding that took place the weekend

of Bruce's funeral. That was Britta's dad.
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1 And during that time | had the privilege of taking
2 these two nieces fishing and they had never been fishing

3 bef ore.

4 It was Britta and her sister Kirsten. This is

5 Kirsten, and go back to that previous one, this is Britta,
6 she loved it.

7 She was all over it. She was |ike, oh, that's

8 cool. She held the fish. She petted the little bluegill,

9 "This is great, Uncle Mark. This is fantastic."

10 Look at the smle on her face and you can see the
11 smle on m ne.

12 | was so gl ad we caught sonething, because they had

13 been runni ng dry.

14 They had been watching their dad die and that was
15 brutal for all of us.

16 But then the next one is my niece Kirsten. She's a
17 coupl e years ol der and she could not get far enough into the

18 corner of that paddl e boat.
19 She's |i ke, "Okay, we caught a fish. Can | go hone

20 now? Get that thing out of ny face."

21 And | was like, "Here, don't you want to touch it?"
22 "No. Get that thing away fromne."

23 | nmean, she was ready to go over board. Sone of us
24 like it and some of us don't.

25 But, again, maybe it's not time. That's okay. We
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have to be sensitive to the tim ng.

It's not an excuse to say | don't do fish. Yes,
you do.

You have been caught and rel eased and you are
called to fish

So it's not an excuse to say | don't that, | wll
do other stuff, it's part of who we are, but it isn't done
by getting in people's faces.

| want to share kind of a haunting story in the
Bi bl e.

Matthew 13, this is one that can kind of keep you
awake at night.

Matt hew 13, verses 47 to 50. Jesus is speaking
here, and you m ght not want to | ook at this one if you want
to go and just sit in the boat, but check this out.

"Agai n, the kingdom of heaven is |ike a net that
was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind. Wen
it was full they drew it ashore, sat down and put the good
i nto baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the
end of the age. The angels will cone out and separate the
evil fromthe righteous and throw theminto the furnace of
fire where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth."

That's brutal, and that good and bad thing really
haunts us, and sonetines as Lutherans it really haunts us,

because, "Well, we don't believe in good and bad, we are al
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good. We are saint and sinner at the sanme tine."

| wonder if Jesus is not saying sonething in that
particul ar parable about the fact that it's tinme; that we
need to kind of work on the walk a little bit, because sone
of us have been in the boat of self-righteousness for a
really long tinme, and we have kind of nunbed ourself to the
whol e reality that there is a world out there that is
thirsty and hungry and needs to get saved and safe.

| wonder in that thing if it's not something about
when they are separating out the good and the bad, nmaybe the
bad are the ones who were saying it wasn't ny job.

And I'mnot trying to be a heretic on that, but
that's an eye-opener for ne, because churches have not done
a good job of teaching all of us that we are called fish.

That's all | want to throw on that one, and we are
the net, and in that one story in John the net still has
room for nore.

God is involved in this amazing catch and rel ease

program
He brings us in and he | oves us so nmuch he sends us
back out .
And here is another thing. Cleaning themis his
j ob.

That's another thing that bothers ne about those

guys with purple hair and they get in people's faces, they
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are al ways tal ki ng about people getting cl eaned up.

It's not our job. That's God's job. So you don't
worry about cleaning them You just help catch them a
little bit.

l|"'mgoing to wind it down at the end here. \Wen
you go fishing you get your hands dirty and maybe it's tinme
for some of us to think about that, because we are pretty
sterile.

' m al ways haunted by our tradition of comng to
church with your best clothes on. This doesn't |ook |ike
fishing clothes.

But God has sent you into different schools where
you swimand |live and have your being and you need to know
that you're going to slip once in a while, you're going to
fail.

| will close with a brief story before ny song.
brought two pol es today.

| brought Wenda's pole and | brought my own. This
is Wenda's fishing rod.

" mso proud of her. Two years ago she deci ded
that you love it so much, I'mgoing to try it, too.

So | got her a fishing rod and we went up to
M nnesota and she got pretty good, she really got pretty
good, but she has a funny way of doing it because she |ikes

the colorful spinner baits, whether they are working or not,

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory trial version http://www.fineprint.com



http://www.fineprint.com

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26
she li kes the orange one, and she can throw that darn thing
all day and I"'mlike, "You m ght want to change to

chartreuse."

"No, | kind of |ike the orange one," she'll say.
She will bring a book along and she will have a few
casts and then she will wait.

W were up in Mnnesota and we had been out for
hours, we had been out for days, and we had not caught
anyt hi ng.

And finally she says, "I'mgetting a little sick of
t he hanmburger that we're eating back at the cabin. Can you
catch a fish today?"

I"'mlike, "Okay. W're going to have to go with a
little nore intensity then."

So we went out and sure enough | got a couple of
Northern that day, we found where they were finally, we
didn't pay for a guide and all that, and we were over in the
weeds and sure enough |I threw it out, | got one, "Get the
net."

She gets the net out, and they provide a net for
you, a big long hairy thing, not very deep, it's about that
deep, it has a plastic net thing in it, she's just ready and
she's taking swi pes with that.

| said, "Relax. When | get the fish right up to

the boat put it in there and then bring it up.”

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory trial version http://www.fineprint.com



http://www.fineprint.com

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

27

" Okay. "

She gets it, she brings it up and threw it right
over the boat, threw the fish right over the back of boat
and the lure fell out of his mouth and off he swam

(Laught er)

She's crestfallen. "What did I do wong?"

| said, "We'll learn fromour m stakes. Here we
go. "

| got another one about twenty m nutes |ater,
br ought hi m up.

| said, "Just hold that thing down in the water,
will bring himto you."

And she has that thing and she's nmoving it and | am
trying to nove the fish and when a Northern Pi ke sees the
net it just dives.

He went down and broke the line off and so we are
zero for two and she is getting really upset.

Finally | get another one on, | say, "Slow down,
you cannot catch fish in anger," that's what Herbert Hoover
sai d.

| got it up, she's gets the net, she is choking up
on it alittle bit because it had a really |long handl e on
it, she gets the fish, she just threwit right in the boat
and knocked the tackle box all over the bottom of the boat,

but it was wonderful because we finally got a fish.
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What we | earned fromthat | esson was the tim ng was
right. Third time is a charm

God continues to call us, but not out of anger; out
of patience. Follow nme and I'Il nake you fish for people.

Zebedee is no failure. It just wasn't his tine.
You're not a failure.

You are going to mss a few, but God is continue to
cast in your direction.

| close with a John Mell encanp song that Brad has

ready. | like this song.

"Your father's days are |lost to you
This is your time here to do what
You will do
Your life is now - your life is now
In this undi scovered nonent
Lift your head up above the crowd
We coul d shake this world
| f you would only show us how

Your life is now

| don't know, but | have a suspicion and maybe now
is the time God is calling you.
| know he's calling me. Again and again and again

he casts in my direction.
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1 And he says if you believe in nme you'll follow nme
2 and hang around a while and I'Il teach you how to fish for
3 peopl e.

4 | hope you hear that call that is continually cast
5 in your direction as you go fromthis place today to nake a
6 di fference.

7 There is a ot of hungry and thirsty fish out

8 t here.

9 Woul d you join me in noment of prayer, please,

10 bef ore we go.

11 Graci ous God, your life is now, and it's an

12 abundant life that is there for the catching.

13 Thank you for catching us in your net and sending
14 us fromthis place today to make a difference in the world.
15 Teach us howto fish in effective ways, Lord,

16 because we've got nei ghbors, we've got siblings, we've got
17 ki ds, we've got parents in our own famly that just don't
18 know, so it's our opportunity, Lord, to bait the hook and to
19 rem nd them and us of your grace.
20 Thank you for this tinme together. Send us from
21 this place to invite sonmebody into the stream of your grace
22 and forgiveness, which is ours in Christ. Amen.
23
24
25
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