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BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
ELKHORN, NEBRASKA
FEBRUARY 19, 2006

PASTOR VEENDA FRY
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PASTOR VENDA FRY: We have been doing a series on
| aunchi ng a vol unteer revolution and our first ever Mnistry
Expo.

And we had such a wonderful response to that that
we' || probably do that once a year at sone point, launch a
vol unteer revolution, so that you have an opportunity to
re-up, as it were, or nove in your serving.

As we do that, today | want to tal k about the power
of doi ng good.

And as we begin to think about that together, |
have a little quiz for you.

|'"'mgoing to read sonme information about a couple
of peopl e.

And when you know who it is, whisper it to someone
next to you, or you can shout it out if you want to, that's
fine, too.

This is a man, and he was born the son of a
Lut heran pastor in 1875.

He becane an accl ai ned organi st and worl d-w de
authority on Bach by the time he was thirty.

Later he earned a doctorate's in theol ogy and
phi | osophy.

In 1905 he enrolled in nedical school so that upon
receiving his degree he would no | onger have to, and this is

his quote, "Merely talk about the religion of |ove, but put
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it to practice with his hands.

In 1913 he noved to Africa and stayed there for the
rest of his life.

He was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1956 and
died in 1965 at the age of 90.

VWho is he?

Dr. Al bert Schweitzer.

The next one, this is a woman, she was born the
youngest of three children in 1910.

She joined a youth group and by the age of 17 she
knew t hat she wanted her |life to be God gui ded.

She becanme a hi gh school geography teacher and was
pronmot ed to high school principal in 1944.

In 1948 she started an unofficial school for young
children in the slunms and she conbi ned teachi ng and nedi cal
care to nurse themtoward heal th

In 1950 she rented a house with her own noney so
t hat people who were dying in the streets could be
transported there with dignity.

She received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979.

VWho is she?

Mot her Ther esa.

Now, when | read those tidbits of information, it
strikes me that these people aren't extraordinary.

They are not born of parents that are an elite
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cl ass of society.

They are just born of regular parents, a Lutheran
pastor, a nother of three children, they went to school,
they played the piano, they did nusic, like a ot of us do,
and they wanted to hel p people, and one did it as a doctor
and one did it as a nurse.

They are really not extraordinary people, but what
sets these two people apart is that they wanted to put their
faith into action.

That's what | |ike about Dr. Schweitzer's quote.
He didn't want to nerely talk about the religion of |ove,
but put it to practice with his hands.

And Mot her Theresa, she wanted to be right in the
streets, and she hel ped people that were struggling with
Al DS before the di sease was even call ed Al DS.

So they are not extraordinary people, but they did
extraordi nary things.

They did extraordinarily good things in our world,
and they will be known throughout all history.

Dr. Schweitzer will be taught in schools, what he
did, his conpassion for the people in Africa, his good deeds
t here.

Mot her Theresa, she will be known the world over
and forever.

The question is, will the 21st Century, or the 22nd
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Century, produce a Christ-follower that desires to do good
deeds of conpassion and service?

WIIl this century, and the next century, wll they
produce a follower |ike that?

We don't really know that, but according to the
scriptures there ought to be a few of us that by what we do
and by what we say we inspire others to conpassi on and deeds
of I ove and service.

A coupl e of weeks ago thirty-seven 7th graders were
i ntroduced to a young woman.

Her nanme is Allison and she cane to our 7th grade
bapti sm and conmuni on class in the youth garage on the west
si de.

She cane with her nrom She's a remarkabl e young

She is in 8th grade and she was born with sone
serious nedi cal chall enges.

She has had brain surgery. She has had several |eg
surgeries, and she's given over to epileptic seizures.

She doesn't know when they are going to cone on,
and neither does her famly.

And she spoke to those 7th graders. She's their
peer. She's only in 8th grade.

You could have heard a pin drop in that class as

she said to the 7th graders, "I'mlike you. I'ma lot |ike
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you. | like conmputer ganes. | like to go over to ny

friends' houses and sl eep overnight and talk way late into

the night. I'ma lot like you. 1'mnot normal |ike you, |
really would like to be normal |ike you, but |I'mnot, but I
amreally a lot like you. So don't let the first question

you ask ne be, what is wong with your arn? O why do you
wal k |i ke that?"

When she said that, there was absolutely no
novenent in that 7th grade classroom

"Don't let your first question be to ne, what is
wrong with your arn®"

She said, "Ask ne what | |like. Ask ne over to your
house to play conputer games with you. Get to know ne.

Don't let the first question be, why do you walk |ike that?"
| believe in this century and on that night she

I nspired every single 7th grader in that classroomto

conpassion, to acts of service and good deeds.

What we were trying to do that night was to teach
the 7th graders that when they are baptized it's supposed to
make a difference in their everyday |iving.

It was Ms. Baunmert that invited our guest and |
coul dn't have thought of a better person to teach us that we
are to live out our faith, to put it into action.

It was amazing. That's what the scriptures teach

us.
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It teaches that our faith is supposed to be in
action, it's supposed to inspire others to deeds of
conpassi on and to good worKks.

That's what the book of Titus is all about. So I
think we are going to | ook at that today, because all over
the book of Titus there are verses about what our faith is
supposed to | ook |ike.

So, if you wouldn't mnd, turn to that with ne and
we are going to | ook at sone verses, and we are going to
| ook at the whol e book, since it's so short, and | don't
t hi nk we have ever done that here before.

Titus, first we are going to | ook at the first
chapter and learn a little bit nore about what this letter
i s about.

It's witten by Paul, and we know t hat because in
Chapter One, Verse 1, it says, "Paul, a servant of God and
an apostle of Jesus Christ."

So he's witing it. He's witing it to, "To Titus,
my loyal child in the faith we share.™

That's a huge conplinment. What he's saying is,
Titus has done well, he's quite the disciple, he's | earned
fromnme, and now | want to rem nd him of sone of the things
that | taught himso that he can continue the work of
| eadi ng the church on the island of Crete.

And that was quite a job, because there were five
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1 different ethnic groups present on the island of Crete in

2 the Christian church on the island, so they had their

3 struggl es that way.

4 And Titus was a non-Jew and he was the first

5 Gentile convert actually.

6 So for Paul to say to him"my loyal child in the

7 faith we share" is huge.

8 I n other words, he's saying you' ve | earned wel

9 fromme, and now do what | have taught you to do, and | want
10 to give you a few nore things to do.

11 Here is where we |earn that he is on the island of

12 Crete. Verse 5.

13 "1 left you behind in Crete for this reason, so
14 that you should put in order what remained to be done."

15 And a special thenme in the book of Titus is the
16 role of God's grace in pronoting God's people to do good
17 wor ks, and we really get to the heart of that at the end of

18 Chapter 2 and the begi nning of Chapter 3.

19 Look with me at the end of Chapter 2, Verse 11

20 Here is the thenme in a nutshell.

21 "For the grace of God has appeared, bringing

22 salvation to all."

23 It came unannounced, really. It canme foretold, but
24 it was certainly a surprise in the baby in the manger, so

25 that i s what he neans.
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The grace of God appeared suddenly on this earth,
"bringing salvation."

Renmenber, that's what the angel is saying, for to
you this day in the City of David, | tell you, there's going
to be a savior.

So, that's what that is referring to, bringing
sal vation to all

Verse 12, "training us to renounce inpiety and
wor | dly passions and in the present age to live |lives that
are self-controlled, upright, and Godly," Verse 13, "while
we wait."

We are waiting for the perfection of this world,
and the prom se, according to scripture, is that we will be
wi th Jesus forever.

For those who believe, we'll be with Jesus forever,
and that's going to be awesone, it's like that song, "I Can
Only I nmagi ne".

We can't really imgine what that is going to be
li ke, but while we wait for that we're supposed to be doing
t hese things, according to Paul, and this is his
encour agenment to Pastor Titus.

Verse 14, "He it is,"” referring to God and Savi or
Jesus Christ, right before that, "He it is who gave hinself
for us that he mght redeemus fromall iniquity and purify

for hinmself a people of his own who are zeal ous for good
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deeds. "

We rarely read these verses in the Bible about
doi ng good deeds, because we are afraid about that, we think
that we have to be careful around those, because we don't
want anybody to think that we're saved by doing those
t hi ngs, and we're not.

We are going to ook at a verse about that in a few
m nut es.

But right there it says that we were redeened,
whi ch means we were bought with a price.

When you redeem a coupon at the store or at a
restaurant you got sonething that someone gave you as a
gift.

Mark and | just redeemed one of our Christmas
gifts.

Thank you, by the way, to all of you who gave us
Christmas gifts. Thank you so mnuch.

We just redeened one of those coupons at the
restaurant Janms. We cashed that in for a gift.

And that's what our Lord and Savior Jesus Chri st
does. It says he redeened us.

He gave hinmself so that we could have the gift of
bei ng saved, of being free to do good worKks.

That's what it says right there in Verse 14, and

how about that Verse 14?
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"Purify for hinself a people of his own who are
zeal ous. "

You know what zeal is, don't you? |It's passion.
It's the desire to do good things, "who are zeal ous for good
deeds,” and we have been freed by Christ Jesus to be |ike
that. That's what he's saying.

Now, on to Chapter 3. Remnd the people to be
ready for every good work.

That makes ne think that we are supposed to be
doi ng good works, not like in here, but |ike out there,
wher ever we are.

So, when we are on the road, or in the office, or
in the hone, we are supposed to be ready for every good
wor k.

And then he gives a couple of lists, which | think
are hel pful, and maybe if you have a prayer chair, or prayer
space at hone, nmaybe take this section of scripture this
week to your prayer chair and ask the Lord to give you sone
help with this.

Speaki ng evil about no one; avoid quarreling; be
gentl e; show every courtesy to everyone.

That's one thing about that 7th grade class. It's
such an honor to teach them

They are a very, very special group of young

di sci pl es.

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory trial version http://www.fineprint.com



http://www.fineprint.com

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

12

When | speak, they listen. They don't interrupt

When one of their classmtes speaks in the class,
they listen.

When Allison was talking that night, you couldn't
hear anyt hi ng.

Showi ng every courtesy to everyone. That's one of
t he good works that we're supposed to be inspired to do.

And then he goes on in Verse 3 to say, because we
have not al ways been freed fromthis.

And then Verse 4, "But when the goodness and | oving
ki ndness, " what Paul is doing here, he doesn't want the
Christians on the island of Crete to think that, now wait a
second, just because you do these things, or attenpt to do
these things, it doesn't nean that you are saved by those
t hi ngs.

So he wites, "But when the goodness and | oving
ki ndness of God our Savi or appeared, he saved us, not
because of any works of righteousness we have done, but
according to his mercy through the water," et cetera.
That's a beautiful verse there.

Look at 8. "I desire that you insist on these
things, so that those who have come to believe in God may be
careful to devote thensel ves to good works."

Can you believe how many verses there are in here
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about doi ng good works?

| think sometinmes we don't do them because we are
afraid that if we do them sonmeone will think we're trying
to get saved by them

We can't get saved by them anyway, but there are a
| ot of verses.

Anot her |ist there, things to avoid, great idea,
and then | |like down there in Verse 14.

"And | et people learn.” W're lifelong | earners.
That's what it neans to be a disciple.

"Let people learn to devote thenselves to good
works in order to neet urgent needs, so that they may not be
unpr oductive. "

We can take this all the way back to Genesis,

Chapter 1 and 2, when we were created God said it's good.

You're good. | love you, and what | created is
good, the sun is good, the noon is, |I like those alligators,
| like everything. | think these spiders are even good, and

he cal |l ed everything good, including us. That's how nuch he
| oves us.

In Titus Paul wants the people there to understand
that the gospel of grace, the good news about God's favor on
each of us is what helps us to do those good works.

We don't do them because we are saved by them we

do them because we get it that we are |oved.
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1 Qur son Adrian, when he was like in 2nd, 3rd, and

2 4t h grade, right up through junior high, some of you

3 probably remenber this, he has beautiful red hair, and he's
4 not here so | can talk about himlike this, he would get a

5 buzz cut.

6 And when he first got that cut it was just awesone
7 and he would go to school and he would conme hone and he

8 woul d have a certain | ook on his face and I would go, "How
9 was your day at school ?"

10 He goes, "They did it again, nom"

11 See, because what they did is they touched his fur,
12 because for the kids it was just irresistible, when he would
13 get that cut, it was just |ike orange velvet.

14 | couldn't resist it, and the kids at school

15 couldn't resist it.

16 That's grace. That's how nmuch God | oves each and
17 every one. W are irresistible to him

18 And when we get that, when we begin to understand
19 that we are irresistible, then he favors us.
20 Wear your stickers proudly today, students, you are
21 teacher's pet, each and every one of you, that's great.
22 You are his favorite and knowi ng that is to pronote
23 t he good worKks.
24 That's why he says, "Let people learn to devote
25 t hensel ves to good works in order to meet urgent needs, so
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that they may not be unproductive,"” because | created them
good and | created them renenber in Genesis, | created them
to be fruitful and nmultiply, and that didn't mean just have
|arge famlies; that neant be productive. That's a good

cal | today.

So why should we |ive beyond oursel ves and why
should we go out of our way, step outside of the box, step
away from what the crowd does? Wy should we do that?

According to Ephesians 2, Verses 8, 9, and 10,
which we don't often read, it's page 184.

"For by grace you have been saved through faith,
and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not
the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are
what he has nade us, created in Christ Jesus for good
wor ks. "

We were created for good works, according to the
scripture, "which God prepared beforehand to be our way of
life."

So it's not just for little tasks in the church.
Thank you for signing up for different things, |ike watering
the plants, thank you, but it isn't just for tasks in the
church; it's to be our way of life, disciples of God, in
everything we do, in our workplaces, and in our play spaces,
and in everything.

Sonetines we think we are just supposed to be nice
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here. | overheard a | ot of people saying good norning, good
norni ng, good norning, to each other this nmorning, smling
at each ot her.

Try that at Target, or Kohl's. It's alittle
harder to do there, isn't it?

Good nmorning. Good norning. Hello. Good
af t er noon.

Try that at Kohl's the next tinme you're there.
They will think you're crazy.

You'll | ook nuts, but, see, in here we get so used
to how we | ook in here we forgot that this is just the
practice field for when we actually get out there.

And it's a challenge, it's a | ot harder than we
realize sonetines, and | think that's why we get into a
paral ysis, and we just don't even do things |ike that.

We don't say good norning, except for when we are
here, and that's supposed to be our way of life.

| received an email recently fromthe | eader of a
cell group that said the purpose of this email is to invite
you to our neeting to help out with our study of
justification through works versus justification through
faith apart from worKks.

| checked ny cal endar in hopes that | would be out
of the country.

(Laught er)

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory trial version http://www.fineprint.com



http://www.fineprint.com

17

1 "' m kidding. | see sone of you out there, and

2 was glad to be invited, but I have to tell you, | began to
3 prepare, and | went in there that night and I told them |
4 said, "I feel like I'mpreparing for nmy doctora

5 di ssertation interview, or sonme class in semnary. |'m

6 sweating."

7 | told the group, "My palns are sweaty and

8 couldn't find ny Book of Concord."

9 For those of you who have been around the Lutheran
10 church a long time, | wanted to carry that big book in,

11 because it has all the answers to everything.

12 It has the Large Catechism It has the Snal

13 Catechism It has the Ausberg Confession. It has the

14 Apostle's Creed and all the nmeanings. | couldn't find it,
15 so | was totally w thout arnor.

16 It was an ol der cell group and they were wrestling
17 with a great question. | was really honored. | thought

18 t hat was so awesone.

19 But | wal ked back there and | told them |I'm

20 sweating, | don't have any answers, but here is the great
21 t hi ng.

22 | arrived late and by the time | got there they had
23 it all figured out.

24 That's what it neans to be a disciple, is to talk
25 anongst yoursel ves.
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What do you think this means? | think it means
this. Well, this scripture says this.

That's what they had done, and so | asked them I
wrote the | eader an email this past week and |I said would
you pl ease summari ze what your group |earned and so he wote
me.

He said, "Here is what we discovered, Pastor \Wenda.
You cannot earn your way to salvation through works.
Salvation is a gift given to us through grace, because Jesus
gave the ultimate sacrifice for forgiveness of our sins by
his death on the cross."

That's just exactly what Titus said, isn't it?

"So, once given the gift of salvation, God expects
us to grow in our faith and becone closer to having a
oneness with him As we becone closer to God, we find
oursel ves doing nore of what he wants us to do, which
i ncl udes doing his work here on earth. |[If there are no
wor ks, then faith nust not be there, because with faith
there would be works. Because, as Janes said, faith w thout
work is dead."

All these people are going to be preachi ng soon up
here. That is fantastic. They discovered what the Bible
teaches, which is faith wthout works is dead.

And if you have faith, and you say you are a

foll ower, then you ought to be inspiring others to
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conpassi on and good deeds, like Allison, |ike Albert, |ike
Ther esa.

They are just ordinary people with particul ar
chal | enges.

Mot her Theresa contracted tuberculosis, it nearly
killed her, before she bought the house and opened it to the
streets so people could die in dignity.

They all had their challenges. Dr. Schweitzer had
mal ari a several tines. That's not a fun thing to have.

So they were just ordinary people inspired to do
good deeds of service and conpassion, like you and |ike ne.

Now, having said that, it's sinple to say, but it's
not that easy.

| have been neeting with a group of 20 to 35 year
ol ds since the beginning of January.

Some of them have children, and sonme of them are
single nonms, single parents, sonme of themare nmarried
wi t hout children, some of themare not married at all

And the way they talk to one another is just
awesone, and it's such a privilege for ne to be able to be
with them

If you are a 20 to 35 year old, or in that age
range and you want to be part of a community that is
emer gi ng out of Bethany, just let nme know, just talk to ne

about that, because what we are doing is, we are neeting in
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a home, like the first Christian church.

And we are eating. We eat all the tinme. W eat
every two weeks. Everybody just brings sonething.

And the kids get stuff all over them |I'm an
enpty-nester, but it's really fun for nme, because we are
just doing life together deeply.

They don't get baby-sitters for the kids, and they
have taught me what a good screamis and what a bad scream
i's, because | had forgotten.

"lI's everything okay?"

"Yes, that's a good scream Wenda."

And we eat together and what we are tal king about
is discipleshinp.

We are tal king about the triangle. W are
begi nning this new community according to the triangle.

Wor shi ppi ng together. Qur relationship to God us
i mportant.

Spending tine at the table with each other is
i nportant.

And then out to the world is inportant.

And | had been talking to God before this |ast
nmeeting saying |I'mjust thinking we should go out. W have
been in, and Christians are really good at in, we don't
really like to go out.

So | said, "Should we go out?" | talked to the
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| ord about it.

He said, "Yes, why don't you go out this week."

"Ckay. What should we do?"

"Well, what do you think?"

| said, "How about if we go door-to-door and tel
people we would like to pray for them™

He goes, "Ask Mark what he thinks about that idea."

So | asked Mark. Mark said that's a bad idea, and
he was right about that, | really didn't like the idea
anyway, because | just didn't want to -- | don't know -- |
didn't want to be Christians going door-to-door |ike that.
| wanted it to be a deep thing.

So | said, "Ckay, so that is not a good idea. So
what should we do?"

"You know a | ot of people in suburbia are busy,
they are really busy, they |lead very hectic lifestyles, you
know t hat, because you have been here at Bethany for a few
years and you know t hat.

"So why don't you just go around the nei ghborhood
and see if anybody has any Christmas |lights that are stil
up, it's alnost Valentine's Day, and see if they would all ow
you to take them down and hel p them out.

| go, "You have got to be kidding?"

He said, "No. Wuldn't you like that? You're

busy. "
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"1 guess | would. Okay."

So | get in the car, I'mgoing over to the house
for lunch, and I thought to nyself, I'mgoing to drive
around the nei ghborhood first, because I'm not going to go
in there with this hair-brained idea, | have to check it
out, Lord, so conme with ne.

So I'"mdriving around the nei ghborhood. There
aren't any Christmas |ights on any houses.

"' mthinking, what are you tal king about? See, |
knew this was a crazy idea. | said it right out loud in ny
car.

| turned the |last corner and there was a house
right before nme with all kinds of Christmas lights on it.

| go, oh, now |l amgoing to have to go back to the
house, and so | go to lunch, 1I'"mkind of nervous again, and
| say to the group, "You guys, | have been talking to God
about going out. W want to do it, renmenber, we are going
to do the basic community, based on up, in, and out,
serving, loving each other, eating, and worshipping."

They go, "Yes. W are doing great, aren't we?"

"Yes, we are. The Lord said that we should go out
t oday. "

"Really. What are we going to do, Wenda?"

| said, "Well, he told ne that there are sone

Christmas |ights in your neighborhood that maybe people
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woul d want to take down.”

They just |l ooked at ne like I didn't say anything.

"Pass the pizza. 1'll have a few nore grapes."”
(Laughter)

And then they started to talk anongst thensel ves
about tithing, about their excitenment about LifeShapes,
about things that they are doing in their life.

They were tal king and tal king and | said, "Okay. |
see what's going on here. You guys are tal king thinking I
won't notice, that you are tal king so nuch and fellowship is
so great so we won't go out."

And they all just kind of |aughed and we got up,
put our coats on, it was cold, and we went out, because
that's what he tells us to do, go out into the world, and
this is our world.

So we go out there. W go up to that first house,
t hat house that had the Christmas |ights, the famly was
just getting back, the door rises in the garage and | think
t hank you, Lord, they just got honme, we are ready.

| think it was Timthat went up to them and sai d,
"We want to take your lights down, if you don't mnd. W
would like to do sonmething nice. W want to serve."

"No. That's okay."

" mthinking, no, wait a second, you said we were

going to go there and take those |ights down, or you said to
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1 at | east ask.

2 They shut the door and so we went on to the next

3 house.

4 This tinme it was another disciple and they knocked
5 on the door and we said, "We're just out in the nei ghborhood
6 today, we would like to serve, we would just like to take

7 your |ights down."

8 "No, thank you, and you woke up ny daughter."”

9 (Laught er)

10 We are not doing very well, and | could see that

11 the air was kind of com ng out of the sails a bit.

12 So then we went to the next house and the father

13 conmes out and they had this really dried weath, but they

14 still wanted it up. It |ooked bad. | thought this is a

15 sure thing.

16 "No, we want that up. We do."

17 Finally all the disciples are going, "Can we do

18 sonething for you,"” and they are standing there, and they're
19 happy, they are shining the [ight of Christ.
20 "We wi ||l shovel your driveway," even though there
21 was |ike three particles of snowon it.
22 So the kid comes out and the kid is really excited
23 and he said, "I'll get you the shovel."
24 So he goes into the garage, because he probably
25 didn't want to do it, and he cones out and we had it done in
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short order.

And it was so fun to see the |ook on the kid's
face, and it's our first time going out, but we |earned a
l ot fromthat.

We are going to talk about it the next time we get
toget her, too, because it's harder than we think.

And this world is not used to religious people
wanting to help.

Renmenber the Good Samaritan? He's wal ki ng al ong
the side of the road and he sees this person that has been
mugged and beaten and | eft for dead.

Two religious people pass by. It has always been
t hat way.

This worl d does not expect religious people to put
their faith into action, to | ove and serve in the sinplest
way, and it was a foreign person, it wasn't a religious
person that hel ped that victim

That's what we are up against. Jesus says when you
go out now, don't take nmuch with you, and go two-by-two.

That's one of the m stakes we made, disciples,
Scott, Tim we have to go two-by-two, we have to be right
t here together.

And Jesus said when you go, if they receive you
|l et the peace rest on them

If they don't receive you, then shake the dust of
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1 your feet and let the peace cone back to you.

2 VWhat we need to do is we need to take an Easter

3 basket to that father whose children we woke up

4 That's what we need to do next, because we don't

5 want to be like religious nut cases out there; we want to

6 really nmean what we say.

7 So, pray for us as we go out, and |I'm hoping that

8 that has inspired you to just go out, because that's what he

9 sinply asks us to do.

10 We were created for good works. W are not saved
11 by them but we were created to shovel wal ks, to help

12 sonmeone with their groceries, to take that cart that is

13 al nost going to bunp into your nice car and put it into that
14 cart stand, to say good norning, good afternoon, at Kohl's.
15 To say how are you today, have you had a good week
16 to the person serving you at Target.

17 It's easy to do it in here, but we were created for

18 good wor ks.

19 We began this series with a |l ook at Jesus's

20 teaching in the upper roomon the | ast day. Renenber?

21 Renmenber how he picked up the towel and knelt down
22 and he washed their feet, and then they weren't very

23 receptive to it.

24 No. No, Lord, and people out there are going to

25 say that, too. No.
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That guy that we shoveled the walk for, "I'm
abl e-bodi ed. "

"That's okay. W want to do sonething good."

The world is not ready for us to, because we have
never done well with that, but Jesus taught us how.

He taught us to kneel down, pick up the towel, and
to wipe up the dirt that's in this world.

So that this world knows that there is light and
there's | ove.

So we end the series the sanme way we began. Are
you going to be a towel bearer?

Are you going to get out of the bleachers, pick up
the towel, and serve?

Let's pray about that.

Jesus, thank you so much for Allison. Thank you
for the young enmerging community that neets and i s going
out, picking up the towel.

You told us that not everybody was going to receive
us. You didn't tell us to go to people who will receive us,
or who |ike us.

In fact, you taught us that what good is it to do
that to people you | ove.

So thank you for your teaching today and the
chal |l enge and, Lord, inspire us today through the power of

your Spirit.
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1 You told us that you would give us the power to do
2 it, to serve.

3 We are ordinary people |like Theresa, and Al bert,

4 and Allison, so would you use us in a mghty way.

5 We do | ove you, and we do want to neke a difference
6 in this world.

7 Thank you, Lord, for teaching us today. In your

8 Nane.
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