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PASTOR VWENDA FRY: Mountains have al ways pl ayed a
major role in God dealing with his people.

And when we | ook at the different mountains that are
in the Bible, we see that on al nost every occasi on God has
revealed hinmself to his people and hel ped them to understand
one nore part of how he wants us to |ive.

Qur thenme verse for Lent verse for is |Isaiah 2:3,
and that says:

"Come, let's clinb God's nmountain,” and the rest of
it, this is in the Message Bible, the rest of that verse
says, "Let's go to the house of the God of Jacob, he'll show
us the way he works, so we can live the way we're nmade."

In the Bible nountains are places where God reveal s
how he wants us to live as his people.

Last week Pastor Mark tal ked about M. Moriah, and
that was the place where Abraham put an altar there and he
named it God will provide.

Because what God did on M. Mriah is he provided a
way for Abraham to be faithful in his test and through his
trial.

He was asked to take his son and go up on M. Moriah
and sacrifice his son.

When he got up there he didn't know that's what he
was going to do, but when he | ooked up, just before he was

going to sacrifice his son, there was a ram caught in the
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thi cket, and so that's why he nmade an altar to God there and
said God is the provider, he will provide.

Then we tal ked about the fact that nopst probably we
woul d be tested in the upcom ng week.

| don't know if you are renenbering that now, how
God provided for you, but we prayed that you would have a way
t hrough that testing, whatever that was this week, whether it
was at your work, or in your famly, or in your marriage, we
prayed and had a blessing for that time of testing.

But on M. Moriah God showed Abraham that he wants
himto live trusting him that he'll provide in every trial
and every tenptation.

So that is what happens on the major Biblical
nount ai ns.

God al ways shows one nore thing about the way he
wants us to live as his people.

And it's the sane with M. Sinai. That's what we
are going to | ook at today.

M. Sinai is sonetines called M. Horeb in the
Bi bl e.

It's often referred to as M. Horeb in the Book of
Deut er onony.

But even in Exodus 17 it tal ks about M. Horeb, and
that means the sane thing as M. Sinai.

When the Israelites left Egypt via the Red Sea they
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traveled for three nonths before they arrived at M. Sinai.

The text we are going to | ook at today is as they
reach M. Sinai.

So | invite you to get your Bibles out. Do you have
your Bibles? Lift themhigh if you are bringing your Bibles.

Excel lent. That's just excellent, that you are
bringi ng your Bi bl es.

We want you to do that, and you probably get tired
of us saying that this year, but every Sunday we are going to
be tal ki ng about bringing your Bible, because we want you to
work this living word into your |ife and becone so fam|liar
with it that it's sonething that you need throughout the
week.

And then you cone back to worship and we | earn
t oget her again and nmake notes and |l et the word get worked
into our lives.

Exodus, Chapter 19, Verses 1 to 9 |'mgoing to read.
This is the Israelites.

They reach M. Sinai. This just before Chapter 20,
which is the giving of the Ten Commandnents, but we are goi ng
not going to | ook at that today; we are going to | ook at what
happens, how God prepares the people before he gives themthe
| aw. Exodus 19, verses 1 to 9.

"On the third new noon after the Israelites had gone

out of the land of Egypt, on that very day, they canme into
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the wi |l derness of Sinai.

"They had journeyed from Rephidim entered the
w | derness of Sinai, and canped in the w | derness. |srael
canped there in front of the nountain.

"Then Moses went up to God. The Lord called to him
fromthe nountain saying, 'Thus you shall say to the house of
Jacob, and tell the Israelites, you have seen what | did to
t he Egyptians and how | bore you on eagles' w ngs and brought
you to nyself. Now therefore, if you obey ny voice and keep
my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out of al
t he peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mne, but you shal
be for nme a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are
the words you shall speak to the Israelites.’

"So Moses cane, summoned the el ders of the people,
and set before themall these words that the Lord had
commanded hi m

"The people all answered as one, 'Everything that
the Lord has spoken we will do.'

"Moses reported the words of the people to the
Lord.

"Then the Lord said to Moses, 'I amgoing to cone to
you in a dense cloud, in order that the people may hear when
| speak with you and so trust you ever after.'"”

We are going to pause right there. W are going to

| ook at sonme nore of Exodus 19 as we go al ong today.
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But I'"m going to pause there because | want to |ift
up this wilderness time. | want to talk just a little bit
about this w lderness tine.

What happens to God's people in the wilderness is
that it's a tine of transition.

They have | eft Egypt, renenber, through the Red Sea
and the mracle of that dry land that they could wal k across.

And God prom sed themthat they would be given
freedomin the new place, in the new land, the |and of
Canaan, called the prom sed | and, a couple of different ways
to speak about that.

So the wilderness is really a time of transition for
God' s people, transition between being enslaved in Egypt and
being free in the new | and, and they are right in the mddle
of that.

So, for exanple, Verse 1 of Chapter 19 says, "On the
third new noon after the Israelites had gone out of the |and
of Egypt, on that very day, they canme into the w | derness,"”
we know they have been in the w | derness three nonths,
because it says only the third new noon, because there is a
new noon every nonth.

So they have been out there three nonths, and they
are alnost ready to come to M. Sinai, and this is where they
are canpi ng.

And the interesting part about the w |l derness tinme
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is that God perfornms nmany mracles of protection and
sustenance, and while he does that, the people murnmur. Wile
he provi des, they conpl ain.

It's kind of this constant interplay between God' s
mracles and the people's murnuring.

So what | would like you to do is flip back in your
Bi bl e, probably sonme of you are going to have different
headi ngs, in the pew Bible it would be page 61, but | want
you to |l ook at the headings at the top, and maybe you have
different ones in your Bible.

But this Bible says crossing the Red Sea at the top
of page 61.

Maybe you have sonething different, but this shows
us the inportant events that happened in the w | derness.

If you turn to page 62, you will see at the top of
that, the pursuers drown.

Again, God is providing protection for his people
t hrough that mracle.

On page 63, bitter water made sweet. They get out
and through the dry land and the sea falls in afterwards and
the people start traveling and they start conpl aining that
they are thirsty, and they taste the water and they start
conplaining to Moses, it's bitter

And so he says to the Lord, can you give us sone

water to drink?
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So bitter water nade sweet is the tinme when God gave
Moses a staff and he touched the water and they could drink
all they wanted.

Page 64, bread from heaven. Again, another mracle.
They were out in this wilderness that | ooked |like this
pi cture.

It doesn't | ook like there is going to be nmuch of
anything out there and there wasn't.

So God provided bread from heaven, enough for every
day, and sone of the people got greedy and they would hoard
it.

And then the Bible says that it turned wornmy and
spoil ed and they couldn't eat it.

So while God was over, against all of the provision
that God woul d make, the people would not do what he said.
They woul dn't be obedi ent

They would say we will just take matters into our
own hands and save a little extra here, and they conpl ai ned.

Why did you bring us out here? We liked it better
when we had | eeks and oni ons and ponegranates.

Even though God is providing, over against his
provi sion, they conplained. They didn't |ike any of it.

So that's what they have been doing for three nonths
and now the Israelites reach M. Sinai.

That's where we are at, page 66 in the pew Bibl es,
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Exodus 19.

What we see is, over against the mracles, the
people murmur. God provides and they conpl ain.

So it's atinme for the Israelites, the people, utter
hel pl essness, discontent, rebellion.

And for God it's a tinme of great and divine and
m racul ous sustenance and protection.

| point that out because that's what makes the words
and actions of what is in the text today so remarkabl e.

Because what God says to Moses is, look with ne at
Verse 4, he reminds themthat they were in enslaved.

"You have seen what | did to the Egyptians and how I
bore you on eagles' w ngs and brought you to nyself. Now
therefore, if you obey ny voice and keep ny covenant, you
shall be ny treasured possession out of all the peoples.”

In spite of what they've done, God still wants to
choose people as his own.

Last week Mark introduced us to a Biblical schol ar
named Bruce Feiler and he does a great series called "Wl king
t he Bi bl e".

| f you have not seen it, we highly recommend it, but
| am going to show a piece right now about M. Sinai.

This helps a little bit for us to see in our
contemporary world what we are tal king about as we read the

Bi bl e.
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(Excerpt Pl ayed)

It's a holy place. M. Sinai has always been a holy
pl ace, and what the father said there was that when we cone
to a holy place, we open our hand for the gift, if we are
willing to receive the gift.

What happened at M. Sinai was a pure gift. A pure
gift.

| don't think the Israelites deserved to be called
treasured possessions. They whi ned and nobaned and
conpl ai ned.

What is that saying? They would done that if they
were hung with a newrope. |Is that the saying?

That's the kind of grunbling and murnuring the
| sraelites did. God provided and it was never good enough.

| don't think they deserved to be called a treasured
possessi on, and yet God chooses them and this is why it's
remar kabl e.

In spite of that, he chooses them He says | want a
peopl e.

Renmenber what Bruce Feil er says, what shall | | ook
for? Wat shall | listen for?

God' s revel ation can never be predicted, but
sonet hi ng holy happened on that nountain, and sonething holy
happens every tinme we open ourselves to the idea that we

don't deserve to be called a treasured possession. They
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didn't and we don't.

In Verse 6 of 19, God wants this so nuch, he says
you shall be for me, he even anplifies it, he calls thema
treasured possessi on, he says you are going to be a priestly
ki ngdom and holy nati on.

And t hen Mbses summpns the people and he tells them
what God told him

And | find it amazing what the people say, after
everything they have been through, they say in Verse 8, tel
the Lord that we wll do, they answered as one, everything
that the Lord has spoken, we w |l do.

How is that God could elicit a response |ike that
after everything they had been through together?

Because God knows our hearts, and he knows that when
we know that we have not done the right thing, when we know
we have not said the right thing, or we haven't done what God
has asked us to do, we know that in our hearts, and God knows
t hat .

And t hen soneone calls us special, we know we have
been given a special chance.

| think that's what happened to the Israelites here.
They knew t hey had conpl ai ned agai nst God, but he knew their
hearts, and he called them special.

And when you' ve done sonet hing wong and sonmeone

calls you special you know you're getting a second chance in
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life, or in that relationship, or in that famly, or in that
] ob.

In Verse 9 God says to Moses, let's |ook at that,
"I"'mgoing to cone to you in a dense cloud in order that the
peopl e may hear when | speak with you and so trust you ever
after.”

God al ways backs up his words with sonething that we
can see and hear and touch.

That's how much he wants to choose us. That's how
much he | oves us.

He wants to tell us how nmuch he loves us, call us a
pet nane |ike treasured possession, and then back it up with
things that we can see and hear

| am going to cone in a dense cloud, you are going
to be able to see it, and you will be able to hear, because |
will reveal nyself.

And he does that then at the end of Chapter 20,
Verses 16 to 19, | think it's called the Sinai theophany.

This is the Sinai theophany, which literally neans
God seen, and here is how God was seen.

Verse 16, "On the norning of the third day there was
t hunder and lightning, as well as a thick cloud on the
mount ai n, and a blast of the trunpet so loud that all the
people who were in the canp trenbl ed.

"Moses brought the people out of the canp to neet
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God. They took their stand at the foot of the nountain.

"M. Sinai was w apped in snoke because the Lord had
descended upon it in fire. The snoke went up |like the snoke
of a kiln while the whol e nountain shook violently.

"As the blast of the trunpet grew |l ouder and | ouder
Moses woul d speak and God woul d answer himin thunder."”

Many of you know that | grew up in Mdntana and one
of the things that was really fun to do in the sunmer tine,
we woul d spend two or three or four weeks in the northeast
corner of the Montana, that's where ny grandparents |ived,
it's called the high line, and up on the high line the
stornms, the thunderstorms, are called electrical storns.

And when a stormwould begin to roll in nom and dad
woul d yell, "Kids, get the popcorn. There's going to be a
show. "

And we would go out and sit under the porch and
watch the electrical stormroll in.

A fantastic display of lightning and pink and yell ow
and gray.

| thought of that when | read this Sinai theophany.
| thought about those electrical stornms up there.

God speaks to his people, gives them sonething to
see, so that they can believe that they're a treasured
possessi on.

And he gives them sonething they can hear, the
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t hunder, so they can believe that they are a treasured
possessi on.

And in Chapter 20 he gives sonething they can
actually touch, which are the two tablets.

So al ways God backs up his love for us with
sonet hing that we can see, hear, and touch.

That's how God solidified the covenant for the
peopl e of Israel.

That's how our God is. He want us to see and hear
and touch his |ove.

So when we cone to this tinme in the year where we
get ready for Easter, we put a cross that rem nds of
M. Calvary always in our m dst sonmewhere, sone form of
M. Calvary.

We put it there because we renenber, like we did
| ast week when we had Holy Communi on, we renenber that Jesus
Christ is the New Covenant.

So in Jesus and this cross, what Jesus did on that
cross fulfilled the reconciliation that began on M. Sinai.

| think that's just incredible, the connection, God
has al ways wanted a peopl e.

He has al ways wanted a treasured possessi on, people
that would | ove himwi th as nuch devoti on and passion as he
| oves us.

| think that is just so awesone to be connected to
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t hat covenant.

That's what we say every tinme we lift the cup. This
cup is the New Covenant, neaning the one that was begun on
M. Sinai.

This is the fulfilling of that reconciliation that
had begun on M. Sinai.

The Israelites are people like us. W're like them
alot.

God gives us so nuch, doesn't he? W often find
oursel ves conplaining that we need nore or we want nore.

But God chooses us, not because of what we've done,
he just chooses us, even after we've conpl ai ned, he chooses
us.

Even after we think that we deserve sonething el se,
he chooses us.

He keeps choosi ng us and choosing us, because he has
given us a new covenant through the sacred bl ood of Jesus
Chri st.

| want to read to you fromthe nmessage Bible in
First Peter. First Peter, Chapter 1.

Listen to these words about this the way Peter talks
about how God chooses us as a treasured possession, because |
want you to hear that today.

In spite of what you've done or not done this past

week, or in your life, you are a treasured possession, and he
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chooses, he has al ways wanted a people to |ove and to serve
hi m

On Wednesday Lowel |, Lowell is our newest nenber of
t he pastoral team and he spoke on Psal m 124, which was about
God' s deliverance and hel p.

And he was very poignant, | thought, he was very
clear in that there is no other help in all the world |ike
God.

And he challenged us to be able to articulate how it
is inour life that God has hel ped us. That was his
chal | enge.

And here is First Peter 5. | want you to think of
that as | read this.

"You call out to God for help and he helps. He's a
good father that way, but don't forget he's also a
responsi ble father and he won't |l et you get by with sloppy
l'iving.

"Your life is a journey you nust travel with a deep
consci ousness of GCod.

"It cost God plenty to get you out of that dead-end
enpty-headed life you grew up in.

"He paid with Christ's sacred bl ood, you know. He
died like an unbl em shed sacrificial |lanb, and this was no
afterthought. God al ways knew he was going to do this for

you.
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It's because of this sacrificed Messiah, whom God
then raised fromthe dead and glorified, that you trust God
and that you know you have a future in God."

Here is the part.

"You are the ones chosen by God, chosen for the high
calling of priestly work, chosen to be a holy people.

"God's instrunents to do his work and speak out for
him to tell others of the night and day difference he nade
for you, fromnothing to sonething, fromrejected to
accepted.”

Lowel | challenged us to prepare our stories, our
personal stories, that's really what he did, so that we could
tell others about the night and day difference that God nmakes
in our lives.

He wanted us to prepare that story, and | was sayi ng
to the 7:45 people, sonetinmes we may have to practice it in
our honmes with the blinds closed.

Just speak out loud. Just try it in front of a
mrror, or not in front of a mrror, but just speak it out
| oud what God has done, what difference God has nmade in your
life, because apart from God we really have no ot her help.

We are a treasured possession. W don't deserve it.
Isn't it remarkable that we are still called a treasured
possessi on?

He chooses us this day to be his people. This is
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the kind of God we have.

Mark, 1'll invite you to lead us in a response.
Thank you.

PASTOR MARK FRY: | was struck by two things, Wenda.
Thank you.

Sinai, | never noticed the word sinis in there, and

| never connected the covenants |ike that.

| had a phone conversation yesterday with nmy sister
that was very troubling to ne.

| don't know why | am sharing this, but I think it's
rel evant.

We have a very small parcel of land in lowa and
since ny grandnother died my sister is kind of the executor
of it, and nmy sister is a pre-Christian person, and | |ove
her greatly.

But the people that have been managing the farm for
us have been taking advantage of that.

They have been shortchangi ng the anount of noney
t hat they pay.

So she said it's really hard, they live in a small
communi ty, and now people are comng up to her, we have got
anot her guy who is hel ping intervene, and they always play
the Christian card.

They say, "You don't want to get rid of him He's a

Christian."




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

19

And ny sister, whenever she tells nme that story,
which she just told ne for the first tine yesterday, there is
alittle bit of an arrow there, you are a Christian, too, and
this is the way Christians. You are |less than ethical,
you're | ess than honest.

And I'mlike, yes, it really bothers ne when
Christian people are being inconsistent in their faith, and
she goes, | bet it does.

| don't know, but nmy sense of that is people
m sunderstand what it neans to be a treasured possession, and
t hey take advantage of that.

It's interesting, because right after God says that
to them he says | want you to have sone boundaries, sone
limts, ny translation.

Here's, | guess, ny response and | would invite
everyone to just maybe think in your heart, you know, maybe
you' ve transgressed your own boundaries, or the boundaries
God has for you.

And maybe you've been a little Il ess than ethical.
Maybe you' ve nmurnured or grunbl ed.

| know | have. | have been conpl ai ni ng about ny
col d.

It's the way we're wi red, but God keeps reachi ng out
to us and he keeps saying, you know, nmaybe it's because we

are mssing that first part, you are a treasured possession.
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It started with the Noah covenant and the Abraham
covenant, nowit's the Mosaic covenant and the | aw.

My response is to pray about those commandnents, |
guess that we'll break them but that doesn't nean they
aren't inportant.

| just hated that, that sonebody has been stealing
fromus, and I don't want themto be sent to prison or
anything, but it's sad that they stole fromus and they said
that they are Christians, so let's pray on that if we coul d,
maybe.

Lord, | knowit's so difficult, and yet so sinple to
live in relationship with you

As they say, if you had a refrigerator, our picture
woul d be on it.

We are |like those little preschool students that
just have those beautiful faces.

That's the way you see us, Lord, and you just
nurture us and you tend us into your future.

You're just |like Ms. Verna and Ms. JOoAnn as you |l ove
on us.

Lord, as we age sonetines, we go in different
di rections.

Sonetinmes we are cruel to the other students.
Sonetinmes, Lord, we then deny it, and we think that it's al

about us, we nurnmur and we want nore, nopre, nore.
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And yet, Lord, in those darkest of nights we really
do know t hat what we really want nore of is you

So, Lord, thank you for our hearts. Thank you,
Lord, for the ability you give us to respond.

We open our hands, we open our hearts, Lord, and we
woul d ask that we m ght found faithful of giving them back
and giving away that which you first have given us, the
forgiveness of our sins, and the gift of Jesus. Thank you,
Lord.

Bl ess us, bring us back often to the nountains,
Lord, they are great places to live and | earn.

Now go with us as we descend the nountain and as we

share your goodness with a sinful world. Anen.




