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PASTOR MARK FRY: Good norning. How many Bi bl es?
How are we doing? Fantastic. W have a strong comm tted
group in this section here. W' re having sone fun with
really bringing our Bibles.

| was talking to Chloe. She was commendi ng ne for
nmy | eather binding on ny Bible and | told her how hard it was
when t hat was happeni ng, because | didn't have this Bible for
six or seven weeks while it was at the Oraha Book Bi ndery and
| had to get a new Bible out and wite in it and | felt Iike
a canoesman w thout his oar

But that's part of what we want to do with you. W
want to help you with this inportant piece of literature,
this love story that was witten thousands of years ago, and
we want to help you to extrapolate and interpret and to be
bl essed then by that living word as it cones alive.

That's what our hope is and we want to help you with
that and we want to chall enge you as well as support you.

"' mgoing to be | ooking at CGenesis 22 today. On
Sundays we are going to be looking at different nountain top
stories.

Genesis is the first book of the Bible, and in
Hebrew the word Cenesis is bereishit, which neans in the
begi nni ng.

It's the begi nning book of the Bible and we are

going to be | ooking at Chapter 22.
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For me it's on page 18. You m ght have a different
page that yours is nunbered as, but let's | ook at that and
then I want to anchor in on that and see what the Lord m ght
have for us.

"After these things God tested Abraham. He said,

" Abr aham. '

"And he said, 'Here | am'

"He said, 'Take your son, your only son |saac whom
you love, and go to the land of Mriah and offer himthere as
a burnt offering on one of the nountains that | show you.'

"So Abrahamr rose early in the norning, saddled his
donkey and took two of his young nmen with himand his son
| saac.

"He cut the wood for the burnt offering and set out
and went to the place in the distance that God had shown him

"On the third day Abrahanm | ooked up and saw t he
pl ace far away.

Then Abrahamr said to his young nen, 'Stay here with
t he donkey. The boy and | will go over there. W wl
worship and then we will come back to you.'

" Abraham t ook the wood of the burnt offering and
laid it on his son |Isaac and he hinself carried the fire and
the knife so the two of them wal ked on toget her.

"I saac said to his father Abraham °'Father."

"And he said, "Here | am ny son.'
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"He said, 'The fire and the wood are here, but where
is the lanmb for the burnt offering?

" Abr ahamr said, 'God hinself will provide the | anb
for the burnt offering, ny son,' so the two of them wal ked on
t oget her.

"When they canme to the place that God had shown him
Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood in order.

"He bound his son Isaac and laid himon the altar on
top of the wood and then Abrahanm reached out his hand and
took the knife to kill his son.

"But the angel of the Lord called to himfrom heaven
and sai d, 'Abraham, Abraham.'

"And he said, 'Here | am'

"He said, 'Do not |lay your hand on the boy or do
anything to him for now | know that you fear God, since you
have not w thheld your son, your only son, fromne.'

"And Abrahanm | ooked up and saw a ram caught in a
thi cket by its horns.

" Abr ahamr went and took the ram and offered it as a
burnt offering instead of his son.

"So Abraham called the place, 'The Lord wll
provide', as it is said to this day. 'On the nount of the
Lord it shall be provided.""

Here ends our reading, and |'m suspicious, |I'm

suspecting that you probably have kind of a weird feeling as
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that story is being read.

W went to a novie |ast Saturday. The novie is
called "There WII| Be Blood" and it's one of those novies, at
the very beginning of that novie, | didn't know what the
nmovi e was going to be about, but the nusic behind the sound
track is dark and om nous and you have this notion that at
any nmonent a shoe is going to drop.

It has this tenseness to it, and that's kind of the
way this story is.

It's dark. It's like | wonder what is going to
happen.

VWhat | want to do is | want to unpack that for you
and | want to probe that enotion that the story brings,
because it's curious story, but we need to understand the
context of this incredible test.

It says in those first three words, after these
t hi ngs God tested Abrahanm.

What things? Lets figure out what things we're
tal ki ng about.

The story of Abrahamr has been told from Chapters 11
t hrough 21.

It's a very long story, it's a very interesting
story.

There are these wonderful pearls of truth in the

story up to this point.
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And so when it says after these things God tested
Abr aham we need to | ook at sonme of those things and so | have
made as |ist of those.

The scattering and the confusion of the earth's
| anguages i s one of those things.

The Tower of Babel has been built and God confused
their | anguage and scattered the people all over the place
and then that's when Abrahamr arrives on the scene in Genesis
11 and 12.

And Abraham, he's chosen by God, and that's the
second t hing, he goes w thout know ng.

He's given this prom se and he | eaves everything
behi nd.

He responds to God in this faithful way and he goes
wi t hout knowi ng what that neans.

| ' ve chosen you, Abraham, so he goes w thout
know ng.

He's bl essed beyond neasure. W see that he's
i ncredi bly weal thy.

He has silver and gold and canels and donkeys and
sheep.

He is bl essed beyond neasure and as a response to
what has been happening to himin those two chapters he
deci des that he's going to give a tenth of everything back to

God.
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This is where the tithe originates. Abrahanm gives
us that gift.

And you can see it for yourself in your Bible at
Chapter 14, Verse 20.

"So Abraham gave God one-tenth of everything." It
came right off the top.

Then what we see as Abrahan's story continues to
unfol d, we see that that covenantal relationship is signified
by circuntision

Literally God commands Abraham in the 15th and 16th
Chapter, your people need to |ook different, ny people need
to look different, so each male son is circuntised as a sign
that they are part of this covenantal relationship of
tithing, of giving back to God, of keeping good on that
prom se, just as God has made this prom se to Abraham that
you're going to be as nunerous as the stars in heaven.

What we see next is an interesting story of how
people were being totally disobedient to that pronmse in
Sodom and Gonorr ah.

Abr ahamr bargains with God, surely if | can find
fifty people, will you not destroy thent

He said sure.

How about 45? How about 40? How about 30? How
about 57

He can't find anyone that is staying true to that
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covenantal relationship, so Sodom and Gonorrah happens and
Lot's wife is turned to a pillar of salt.

And so what we are seeing in this is we're seeing a
| oving God, but we're also seeing a God that you don't ness
around with or you will be turned into a pillar of salt, so
there is this dialogue of that.

There is Sarah's barrenness. He neets this
wonder ful wonan Sarai, as it's pronounced.

They are given this prom se that your child is going
to bl ess the whole world, and Sarah can't have a children.

And so it's eight or nine or ten chapters of
frustration of being barren, and sonme of us know what that
feels like, it's that amazi ngness of that.

And finally they get new nanes in the mdst of that,
Abr amr becones Abraham, and Sarai becones Sarah, and finally
Abr aham and Sarah have a child in the 21st Chapter.

And they nanme that child Isaac, which in Hebrew
means he | aughs, because it sounds |i ke an amazi ng joke.

You are going to bless ne when I'min ny 80s with a
chil d?

And God nmakes good on that prom se, so that is al
of the different places where Abrahanm has been.

So when it says after these things, that's a laundry
list of the things that have been happening to him

The i nportance of tithing; the prom se; the
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i nportance of circuncision; a covenantal relationshinp.

God wants us to have literally skin in the gane, you
see. Grace. Response.

And so after that journey, in the mdst of that
journey, now we see this incredi ble demand, God testing
Abr aham, and that's where we find oursel ves.

We had wonderful a Christmas gift |last Christnmas, a
"Wal ki ng The Bi ble" DVD series, and | have a little snippet
of that. It has a beautiful piece about this Abraham story.

It's about four and a half mnutes, but you'll |ove
this.

This is Bruce Feiler who wote the book entitled
"Abrahan" and this is himwal king the Bible.

(Excerpt Pl ayed)

That's great, isn't it? Quite the place. A crag of
rock where Abraham is given this amzing demand.

| have interpreted this story a ot of different
ways through time, and | keep a | ot of ny old sernons and
it's interesting to see the different ways God i s working
with nme and teaching ne.

Alittle over a year and a half ago | preached on
this text and | learned a really cool thing about how God
creates all things new.

And that's the great thing of the Bible, isn't it?

It changes in due season, but | renmenber preaching a sernon
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on maybe Abraham was supposed to argue with God.

Maybe that's what God was doing, is he was testing
himto see if he would bargain with himlike he had done at
Sodom and Gonorr ah.

One of the points that | made fromthat nmessage was
that it's not okay to sacrifice our kids. God doesn't want
that. | still believe that's true.

But one of the new things that I'mlearning, and as
| said, the Book of Revel ation says behold, |I'm making al
things new, God's word is a |iving word.

As | pressed into this story now differently now in
a different season, it's interesting to nme that as | read
this text, we need to ponder the question, what is God
teaching us through this story?

And here is the amazing thing for ne as | read
t hrough these 14 verses, how cone Abraham is not surprised by
t he demand?

What is God teaching us and why are Abrahamr and even
| saac not surprised by this audaci ous demand of God.

Three thousand years later there is this oh-oh
character to the story.

But if you |l ook closely at the way Abrahanm responds,
he's not surprised, but all of us are.

Isn't that interesting? And Isaac is not either.

It's take your son and offer himas a sacrifice. Okay. And
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off he goes and clinbs the nountain.

He doesn't seemto have the same tenseness as the
audi ence when we read this.

We know it's a test. Does Abraham knowit's a test?
And here is where | go with that.

| start to think to nyself, why do | feel like that?
Why do | have that notion of, well, surely God won't test him
in that way.

But what we learn from | ooking back at Abrahan s
story is that he wants skin in the ganme, and he al so wants
our hearts to be circuntised, so that we aren't surprised
when God makes demands of us.

And | believe that's possible. Not only do |
believe it's possible, I think it really is what this text
calls us to do.

What would | do? Wuld | go up the nountain
begrudgi ngl y?

Would | trust that God will provide? That's what |
want .

And God is a God not to be nessed with, but God is
al so a God who does demand sacrifice.

And | don't know what formthat's going to take.
don't think it's going to be nme needing to nurder ny
chil dren.

But what we've done is we've watered down the whol e
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notion of sacrifice so nuch that we have kind of taken that
off God's plate, and | see it in our econony it right now.

We are kind of in a pruning tinme in our nation's
econony, and instead of asking people to make sacrifices,
what the world woul d have us do is refinance.

Isn't that interesting?

But, you see, sacrifice is an inportant thing, it's
a discipline, and as Wenda prophetically said on Wednesday
ni ght, repentance is not an enotion; it's a decision.

It's actually deciding to clinb. 1It's deciding to
make good on the prom se that God has made to us and to put
one foot in front of the other at times wth great fear.

But, you see, that's really what the angel says.
see that you fear God, and |I think we need to have a little
bit of fear of God, and Abrahan's story teaches that, Lot's
wfe turned into a pillar of salt, that's pretty brutal

But God is not just a warmaquilt. God is also a
fire by night, and so there is sonme beauty in that.

There is a great theologian, he's getting very
el derly now, his nanme is Klaus Westermann, and he identifies
t hrough history four periods of sacrifice.

The first period is human sacrifice. W still see
this in some of the very primtive tribes throughout the
wor | d.

They wll sacrifice people. You wll see it in
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South Anmerica in the history of the Andes, the natives down
in there.

The second period of sacrifice was then ani nal
sacrifice.

This is where Abrahan's story cones into play. He's
going to offer up a ram or a lanb, as a sacrifice to appease
an angry God.

And then historically we see the sacrifice of Jesus
as God's only son, the lanb of God who takes away the sin of
the world, on our behalf.

What Westermann is keenly identifying in this cusp
of history in which we nowlive is that there is a | ot of
ways we've returned back to that first human sacrifice stage.

And he's not identifying that as, well, you know, we
are supposed to sacrifice our children.

What he's identifying is there is a cultural
intensity now that a | ot of conpanies are sacrificing their
very workers' lives for the benefit of the cause.

And he's saying that this is the first tinme in
hi story that has been as identifiable as it is right now

And that's kind of a scary thought, isn't it, that
human sacrifice is now bei ng demanded by organi zati ons, and
you have to prove that this is your god, and you have to be
willing to die for it.

And it m ght not be spoken, but that's what is
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happening in a lot of different ways in our world right now,
which is rather frightening.

And nmy question for you is really, dare we to swim
agai nst that tide?

| think we are called to.

Are we called to not sacrifice ourselves, but are we
called to make sacrifices?

| think so, because as we |earn from Abrahan's
footsteps up this nountain, he's not being dragged, he's
maki ng a decision that God will provide, and he's sealed it
with blood, and he's indelibly witten it on our hearts in
t he cross.

And what Abraham then is is this great role nodel,
this is the way we can follow a God who makes commands, and
al so gives demands, he wll be faithful, he will provide, and
whenever the test gets too great, he says we will provide for
you a way out. That's an incredible gift of grace.

In the filmthey did nention about the simlarity of
t he Abraham and |Isaac and the story of God with Jesus, how
God laid the wood on his own son so that we don't have to,
and how that sacrifice is the |anb of God that takes away the
sin of the world for God.

But that's the question. | would just ask you to
pray on that a little bit.

Why do we get so surprised on this story and how
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woul d God hel p nme take away sone of that surprise and repl ace
it with faithful steps, acknow edging with a full awareness
that God will provide. |It's not going to be so bad if we
listen and believe.

Some conclusions. God prods and God provides for
us. God nanmes us and clainms us. God chall enges as well as
supports us.

If you are |ike me, maybe you have fail ed once or
twice as a parent, or as a child.

| will share with you, it's the twenty year
anni versary of nmy father's death, and so many tines |I've
failed as a son, and so many tines |I've failed as a parent,
so many tinmes |'ve failed as a husband, so many tines |'ve
failed as a pastor.

And so if you are anything |like nme, you have failed
many ti nes.

But, you see, this is the other thing that | believe
t hat Abraham teaches us.

I f you have been faithless, at |east be accountable
and admt, Lord, |'ve slipped a few tines.

' ve not gone willingly up the different nountains
t hat have been ahead of ne.

There have been sone of those tines when you have
literally needed to grab nme by the ear and drag ne, and for

those tinmes | apol ogi ze.
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| want to do better. | want to do better, Lord, and
the way I want to do better, | want you to have ne choose
people that will hold ne accountable so that | don't have to

keep failing and falling and fleeing in a different
di recti on.

Lord, | want to follow you, and your path |leads to a
cross, and thank you, Lord, that | nost likely won't be
crucified, because you were for ne.

| think it's a fun story. Pastor Wenda, has
anything cone to you?

The story is very penetrating. | love it, but it
does elicit a set of emotions that | think we really need to
ask God what it is.

PASTOR VENDA FRY: The thing |I was thinking about as
you were teaching us today and preaching is that sonetinmes we
are surprised when we are tested.

We are going along and we think, why did that
happen, or what is happening to nme now?

And that's what Abraham teaches us, is that out of
wth his covenant relationship with God he was prepared. He
was sinply prepared

Why aren't we surprised that he resisted God? W
are surprised because we often resist God, | think.

After all these things God said Abrahamr go, and he

goes, and he goes through and goes through that test with
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such faith.

| did funeral for Steve Hei man | ast Monday and
told the people that had gathered for that that | had been
stuck in First Peter for about six weeks, and different
sections of First Peter have been speaking to ne and hel ping
me in nmy pastoral mnistry.

And today as Mark was speaking, I'mnowin the |ast
section of First Peter, Chapter 5, and it says keep a cool
head, stay alert, the devil is poised to pounce and woul d
i ke nothing better than to catch you nappi ng.

| like that. That's true, isn't it? Keep your
guard up.

You are not the only ones plunged into these hard
times. It's the sane with Christians all over the world.
Keep a firmgrip on the faith. The suffering won't | ast
forever.

It won't be |ong before this generous God who has
great plans for us in Christ will have you put together and
on your feet for good because he gets the last word. Yes, he
does.

So |I'mthinking that maybe God wants us to be girded
this week, prepared for the tests that are going to cone,
because sonetines things are going al ong okay and then we are
hit blind-sided.

| know Mary Ell en Hei man, she |ost her nother and
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husband within the course of five weeks.

And on the day of her husband's funeral her ol der
brot her went into the hospital.

And just a couple days ago her younger brother went

into the hospital

She feels blind-sided. | know she does. But she
said, "I'mgoing to keep the faith, Wnda."
"' mthinking that today there are those, |'ve asked

the maestro to play "Behold the Lanb of God" because we | ove
that song and it rem nds us that there was one who was caught
not in the thicket but on the cross for us, caught up in our
sal vation

We have such a beautiful display for Lent this
season, don't we?

' mthinking that perhaps you would |like to cone
forward to receive sone strength.

| would like to pray for you, for those tests that
are going to cone this week, and just gather under the
strength of the cross of Christ and I wll ask for a blessing
and a provision for your life this week, because scripture
says we have got to keep a cool head, and we've got not to be
caught nappi ng, because for sure we are going to have a test
of our faith this week, just |ike Abraharm.

"1l have maestro play that as you cone and |'|

pray for you, pray for all of us as we prepare to be tested
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and investigated this week.

We need that strength, we need the arnor of GCod.
That one Lenten hymm, "Beneath the Cross of Jesus | Long to
Take a Stand", this is where we get our strength, is
underneath the cross of Christ.

Lord, as we look to the cross of Calvary we see the
old wood and we are renm nded that you provided a ram caught
in the thicket for Abrahan s test.

And you provided the Ianb of God for our test, and
we praise you, for you are a holy God. You are mghty in
| ove, wonder, and deed.

Jesus, we need strength this week to endure the
tests that wll cone.

Help us to keep a cool head, for we know that the
devil is poised, ready to assault our faith, to tell us that
we don't really believe, that Jesus really won't be there for
us.

We say get behind us, Satan, for we know that Jesus
endured the tests in the wildness with you and said no to
every test he gave you, and said that he would worship the
Lord his God, and that's what we would do, Lord.

Thank you for the strength that conmes fromthe
shadow of the abi ding cross.

Thank you for the | ove that we share here with the

Bet hany famly, for the way you are working your power into
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our lives so we w il

ready.

anmen.

Thank you,

Jesus,

not be caught

and al l

nappi ng, but we wll be

of God's disciples said




