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PASTOR BREEN: Thank you. It is great to be here
with you this nmorning again and a particul ar pl easure being
with you t hroughout the week.

| have neet so many great people, several new
people, and really enjoyed that, so that was great.

This nmorning we are going to do sonething a little
different with the Bible; we are going to read it.

And there's a little difference between reading it
and | ooking at it.

We often look at the Bible in church, but today we
are going toread it.

" mgoing to read it with you and just pause you as
we go through the reading today, and I'll make a few
expository thoughts.

Expository nmeans -- |I'mnot actually sure what it
means, but it sounds good.

(Laughter)

Where we are going to start is in John, Chapter 21.
If you would find that, that would be great. John, Chapter
21. Wth the Bibles open in front of us, let's pray.

Lord Jesus, this is your word. Jesus, you are the
living word, and we ask you now, Living Wrd, that you would
reveal yourself in the witten words.

And we pray, Lord, that as you reveal yourself,

Lord, you would show us how it is that we should follow you.
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And we pray it, Jesus, in your nane. Anen.

|"'mgoing to read and | would invite you to join ne
in that reading.

Then 1'11 just pause every now and again to make a
few conments.

"Afterwards, Jesus appeared again to his disciples
by the Sea of Tiberias. It happened this way.

"Si mon Peter, Thomas call ed Di dynus, Nathaniel from
Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two ot her disciples
wer e together.

"I"'mgoing out to fish," Sinon Peter told them and
they said, '"W'll go with you.'

"So they went out and got into the boat, but that
ni ght they caught nothing."

Jesus has been raised fromthe dead. The great epic
story of salvation is conpleted in Jesus com ng alive again.

Peter and John were called by the wonen who first
saw Jesus alive.

Mary Magdal ene and her friends had gone to the tonb
early on that Sunday norning.

Mary had spoken with Jesus. They all canme back to
the disciples in the upper roomto tell them to testify the
Lord is alive, and so Peter and John ran to the tonb.

And as they are running to the tonb, John, being the

younger, gets there first.
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Peter, being the nore brash and bol d, does not pause
at the door of the tonb, which now lies open, a two ton rock
is rolled away.

Peter rushes into the tonb and | ooks around. John
| ooks and sees that Jesus has been raised fromthe dead.

Now, what he sees is this. The grave clothes that
have been wrapped around Jesus, |like the cocoon that w aps
around the butterfly that will soon emerge, have coll apsed in
on t hensel ves.

They have not been unw apped, they have not been
unravel ed, they have sinmply collapsed in on thensel ves
because that which was within themis no | onger there, and
it's clear, it says in the text, they were in their folds.

It nmeans sinply this. The only way Jesus got out of
t hose grave clothes was to be resurrected through them

So Jesus was resurrected through the grave cl ot hes
and John | ooked at that and he knew what had happened and it
says he saw and he believed.

Later that day Jesus cones to the upper room The
disciples are terrified.

He says peace be with you, obviously because they
are afraid.

He eats fish in front of themso that they knowit's
not a ghost.

And he speaks to his disciples with clarity and with
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consi stency, revealing that he is the one that they have
known for these |ast three years.

He cones again and shows hinself to Thonas,
revealing the prints in his hands and his feet from where the
nails have held himto the cross and Thomas beli eves.

And now Jesus says go to Galilee and wait for ne
there because |'ve got instructions for you that 1'll give
you when you get to Galil ee.

So the disciples dutifully go to their hones,
probably to Caper naum

But, you see, here is the thing. Peter has been
carrying the burden fromthe nonent that Jesus was taken away
fromhim and the burden is this.

He has failed Jesus. Peter has denied Jesus three
times in the presence of people who asked himdirectly, are
you a disciple?

He denied Jesus three tinmes, and then Jesus, having
been tried and beaten, was crucified and taken away from him

And al t hough Jesus was resurrected, Peter still felt
a failure and the burden of that failure and guilt is
wei ghi ng hi m down.

You see, he had taken on a new profession, he had
taken on a new life, he had taken on a new calling.

He used to be a fisherman, and now he was a foll ower

of Jesus.
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But he failed as a follower. He failed as a
fol | owner.

What happens when people go through this spiritual
depression that is often caused by a sense of failure is that
they tend to go back to what they were before they started to
foll ow.

They are | ooking for sonething that makes them f eel
li ke they are a real person.

They are | ooking for something with which they can
identify.

They are |l ooking for sonmething that makes them f eel
li ke they are a real person again.

The thing that Peter could return to was fishing,
and so what does he say to his friends? | am going fishing.
For us it can be all kinds of ways that we

reidentify.

One of the nost famliar things that happens when we
feel alittle bit depressed is we go and find old cl othes and

put them on.

Lots of people in this roomhave done that. It just
hel ps us feel |like we are the person that we always used to
be. It help us reconnect.

That's what Peter was doing. He was putting old
cl othes back on again so he could feel |ike he could do

sonmet hi ng.
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Now, the disciples around himonly had one | eader
anong the disciples, and it was Peter, so they didn't have
anot her plan. They said we'll cone, too.

So they spend the whole night fishing. They are
putting lights on their boats, they are attracting the fish
to the surface with the lights, and then throwi ng nets to
catch the fish, but they spend the whole night fishing
fruitlessly.

They find no fish and they do not even catch a
sardi ne

Now, sonething is beginning to energe in the
menories of the disciples.

Three years ago they had been fishing all night, and
even though they fished as hard as they could, they got to
the norning and they had caught not hing.

Three years ago, and maybe they never nentioned it
to one another, but all of them have that menory there in the
backs of their m nds.

What was that? What happened then? Verse 4.

"Early in the norning Jesus stood on the shore, but
the disciples did not recognize that it was Jesus.

"He called out to them 'Friends, haven't you any
fish?

"No,"' they answered.

"He said, 'Throw your net on the right side of the
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boat and you'll find sone.’

"When they did, they were unable to haul in the net
because of the | arge nunber of fish."

What happened three years ago was that they had cone
to the end of a fruitless night of fishing and Jesus,
standi ng on the beach, probably in a simlar place to where
he was standing that day, called out to them told themto
fish on the other side of the boat.

As they | ook they can hear a voice, they can't nake
out the figure, he's indistinct, the mst is rising fromthe
Sea of Galilee, the Sea of Tiberias as it's called here.

They see an indistinct figure. They hear a voice.
Maybe with the trick of water he can see sonething that they
can't, he's only a hundred yards away, he says throw your net
on the other side.

They throw their net over the side of the boat and
maybe they think they have snagged the net because they can't
move it, and when they look it's full of fish.

That's it. | renmenber now. Three years ago we
spent the whole night fishing, we couldn't catch anything,
and then Jesus gave us a mracul ous haul of fish.

John says, "It's the Lord."

Let's continue. Verse 7.

"Then the disciple whom Jesus | oved said to Peter,

"It's the Lord.'
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"As soon as Sinon Peter heard himsay it's the Lord,
he wrapped his outer garnent around him for he had taken it
off, and junped into the water.

"The other disciples followed in the boat tow ng the
net of fish, for they were not far fromthe shore, about a
hundred yards.

"When they | anded they saw a fire of burning coals
there wwth fish on it and sone bread.”

Peter has stripped to the waist. He's a working
man, he's doing the work of a fisherman, but it would be
i ncredi bl e disrespect to neet even the cl osest of friends
with your chest uncover ed.

So he takes his outer garnment, waps it around
hi msel f, junps in the water it's only a hundred yards, it's a
shal | ow beach, he could probably walk to the beach.

The rest of the guys are thinking, you go ahead,
Peter. We will bring the fish in.

And as Peter gets to the beach, there's Jesus
preparing breakfast, but here is sonething special.

Do you notice in Verse 9, when they | anded they saw
afire.

Now, in Greek, the original |anguage of the New
Testanment, there are several words for fire, but this word
here is only found twice in the whole Bible. Only twice in

t he whol e Bi bl e. The word i s ant hraki a.
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If you flip back to John 18, Verse 18, you'll find
the other place where that same word is found. John 18:18.
"Il read it to you.

It's where Peter is in the courtyard of the high
priest.

Jesus has gone away now to be tried by the high
priest and Herod.

John has gone with him Peter is warm ng his hands
and it says this.

“I't was cold and the servants and officials stood
around a fire they had nmade to keep warm Peter also was
standing with them warm ng hi nsel f."

The only other place in the New Testanent where that
word is used is right there.

And the reason it's used in that way is because it's
a particular kind of fire.

It's the kind of fire that Pastor Mark is brilliant
at maki ng.

W had a little lanmb concoction last night. He had
gotten the coals perfectly up to the right tenperature.

You see, what is being tal ked about here are
burni ng, glow ng charcoal coals used for cooking. It's a
particular kind of fire, a charcoal fire on which to cook.

Only two places in the Bible. The first tine is

when Peter is warm ng his hands in the courtyard of the high
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priest and one of servants says to him "Are you a disciple
of Jesus?"

And he says, "No."

They ask himtwo nore tines, so for the third tine
Peter says, "I don't know him"

The only other place in the Bible where the sane
kind of fire is found is when Peter conmes up the beach to
greet Jesus.

So what has happened here? \What has happened is
this.

Peter realizes that he has failed as a disciple. He
goes back to be a fishernman.

He spends the night fishing, but realizes he can't
be a fisherman because he can't catch a fish.

He's taken to the first day that he foll owed and
beli eved when Jesus said to him I'll make you fishers of
men.

The day after a night of fruitless fishing they
follow Jesus fromthat point and Peter followed faithfully up
to the point where there was a fire of charcoal where he
war med hi s hands and he denied his Lord three tines.

And so in the nonents between realizing they caught
no fish, and realizing it's Jesus, Peter has gone fromthe
begi nning of his discipleship to the very end of it, and al

of the weight of his failure conmes crashing down on him
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Let's read on. Verse 10.

"Jesus said to them 'Bring some fish you've
caught .’

"Sinon Peter clinbed aboard and dragged the net
ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so
many the net was not torn

"Jesus said, 'Cone and have breakfast.'

"None of his disciples dared asked who are you.
They knew it was the Lord.

"Jesus took bread and gave it to them and did the
same with the fish."

"This was now the third tinme Jesus appeared to his
di sciples after he had been raised fromthe dead."

Just a couple of things. The first thing is this.
Peter is reacting |ike a person in panic.

Peopl e in panic, who don't want other people to find
out, are always the first to do sonething, because they hope
t hat by doi ng sonething they can cover the fact that
something else is not right.

So Jesus says get sone fish. He says yes, | wll do
t hat, because he's pani cking.

He is seeing the fire, he knows he's a failure, he
hel ps the guys bring it in and there is 153 large fish.

Did you ever wonder why 153? |It's a weird nunber,

isn"t it? | will tell you why.
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In all of the al manacs of the world at that tine,
t he al manacs are kind of an encyclopedia, in all of the
al mnacs of the world at that tinme, when they counted up how
many different people groups there were, how many different
races there were on the face of the world, they always cane
up with the same nunber. 153.

When Jesus called the disciples to follow him he
said I'lIl make you fishers of nen.

In just a few days now he's going to send themto
t he whol e worl d.

When they were sent they renenbered that it was 153,
every kind of fish was to be included, every kind of person,
not a race is to be left out. W are going to the world.

The first time they get a mracul ous haul of fish
there are so many fish that the nets break and they have to
call to their friends.

Renmenber Janmes and John, and they cone over and
help. That's the first day they foll owed.

On this occasion the remarkable thing is this.
There are 153 large fish, but the nets do not break.

What is it saying? It's saying this.

When you do not know Jesus, the reality of his
death, and the power of his resurrection, try as you m ght,
you'll never be able to bring in the fish.

But if you know Jesus of the cross, and Jesus of the
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enpty grave, whatever he asks you to do, though it be
enornous, you'll always be able to do it.

Because where he guides, he also provides. The nets
wi || never break.

But |'m not tal king about either of those things
today, so that was just for your infornmation.

(Laughter)

What happens next is that Jesus speaks to Peter
al one.

In ny Bible it says Jesus reinstates Peter. | think
a good title for this passage here would be Jesus calls Peter
into the principal's office.

(Laughter)

Peter knows that in his heart he's heavy. He knows
that he has the burden of guilt and failure.

He knows that the nmenories that he wants to cover up
keep on bubbling up to the surface from his subconsci ous and
he can't get rid of the vision of the things that he has done
and he can't get rid of the pictures of the failure of his
past and it's |like a burden that he carries with him

And then Jesus says to him Peter, just a word by
yoursel f.

Can you i mgi ne? How does he feel? He is probably
thinking, let's get it over and done with. | can't stand

this any | onger.
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Verse 15.

"When they had finished eating Jesus said to Sinon
Peter, 'Sinon, son of John, do you truly love nme nore than
t hese?'

"Yes, Lord, he said, you know that | |ove you.'

"Jesus said, 'Feed ny lanbs."'"

He has drawn Peter aside into a private
conversation, but he addresses him not as the name he has
given to the disciple, but he addresses himw th the nanme of
t he person who Peter was before he was a disciple.

Do you renenber where the nane Peter cane fronf
Jesus gave it to him

When Peter said you are the Messiah, you are the Son
of the living God, Jesus said, "Flesh and bl ood has not
revealed this to you, so I'"'mgoing to give you a new nane,

t he name Peter.™

But the man Peter had failed to be a rock, and so
Jesus reinforces the reality that's in Peter's heart and he
says, "Sinon, son of John," underlining the fact that he's a
man of flesh and failure.

"Si non, son of John, do you love me? Do you truly
| ove me?"

The word that Jesus uses is agape.

Do you truly |love me? Are you prepared to |lay down

your life for me?
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That's the kind of |love that Jesus is speaking
about .

Peter knows what Jesus is saying and he renenbers
the conversation that is recorded back in John 15.

Jesus says this. "Geater |ove has no one than
this, that he lays down his |life for his friends."

The word friend is the word philio, and you can al so
use that and translate it as |ove.

And so Jesus says, "Peter, are you prepared to |ay
down your life for me?"

And Peter says, "I'myour philio. I1'myour friend."

And Jesus says, well, if you love nme, then take care
of the first responsibility. As a |eader of God's people,
your first responsibility is the children. The first
responsibility are the young ones, those who are young in
years and young in faith. Your first responsibility is to
take care of the vul nerable ones, the weak ones, the ones who
are unable to fend for thensel ves.

Your first responsibility, the first on your agenda,
the first in your budget, is the children.

It doesn't matter whether the people who have the
money or the power tell you that they are the first
responsibility, I'"'mtelling you, says Jesus, it's the
chil dren.

Feed ny | anbs. Jesus could have said anything, but
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he said feed any | anbs.

| don't know whether there is any debate about where
the noney goes in this church, | guess it's |like any other
church, just renmenber what Jesus said, first on the budget,
first on the agenda, feed ny | anbs.

Agai n Jesus says, "Sinon, son of John, do you truly

| ove me?"

He answers, "Yes, Lord, you know that | |ove you."

Jesus said, "Well, be a pastor then. Take care of
my sheep.”

Literally the word neans be a shepherd, be a pastor.
Jesus is saying, "Peter, | know you are sent to be an

apostl e, because | sent you."

Apostl e neans sent one. Pastor neans shepherd.
However far you're sent, says Jesus, be sure to be a
shepherd, take care of the sheep, tend to their needs, heal
t heir wounds, cover, protect, guard and gui de them

Verse 17.

"The third time he said to him 'Sinon, son of John,
do you | ove me?'"

Do you see what is happening here? Peter denied
Jesus three tines, and each of those denials weighs like a
giant rock in the heart of Peter, and each tine Jesus lifts
away one of the rocks.

Now, this is what Peter probably expected from
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Jesus.

"Peter, let's just have a little word. \hat were
you thinking? What was that about? What were you trying to
do? Explain yourself."

But Jesus asked none of those questions. He sinply
asked the question that is the nost inportant question.

Because, you see, doing sonething for Jesus depends
upon being in |ove with Jesus. Doing depends upon bei ng.

If we get into activity without truly know ng that
we' ve answered the question of Jesus, then our |abor wll be
fruitless and we wll find ourselves chasing our tail.

Because Jesus is not | ooking for workers; he's
| ooking for friends.

He's not | ooking for people who do stuff for him

he's | ooking for people who will be so close to himthat they
w Il hear his heart beat and allow their hearts to beat with
his, and then you'll do things.

And Peter has had two of these boul ders renoved, but
each time his heart gets enptier and nore frail.

WIIl he be able to stand? WII| he be able to be
confronted with one nore failure?

It's alnost as though if he is confronted one nore
time, he's conpletely weak, he's conpletely vul nerable, he's
conpletely in the hands of sonmeone el se.

You see, the reason that Peter denied Jesus was
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because he thought he could pull it off.
He wasn't a coward; he was a fool. He thought, as
he so often did, that by will and strength of character he

woul d be able to pull sonething off.

So he's planning to spring Jesus. That's what |
t hi nk he's going to do.

But Jesus says, Peter, | don't want you to stand on
our own strength. | don't want you to come up with your own
pl an.

| don't want you to be a self-made man, full of
sel f-determ nati on and pride.

| want you, not in your hands, but in ny hands, and
every tinme | renove these rocks that you cannot renove from
your heart so your heart rests nmore fully in nmy hands.

So Jesus asks a third tinme, but this tinme he changes
t he words.

He began by saying, "Peter, do you |love ne? Are you
prepared to lay down your life for nme?"

Peter responds, "Yes, Lord, |'myour friend, the
kind of friend that would |l ay down his life for you.

So then the third tine Jesus says this. "Peter,

Si mon, son of John, are you ny friend?"

He uses the word that Peter has been using. "Are

you really nmy friend?"

This is the nponment. This is the nonent that w |
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mark the difference for Peter forever.

WIl he fall into the hands of the living God or
will he try to pull it off for God?

W Il he surrender his broken heart into the only
hands that can hold the broken pieces together?

He says, "Lord, you know everything. You can see ny
heart. You know that I'ma friend."

He's saying, "Jesus, | know that you have been ny
friend, because you laid down your life for ne, and if you
are asking nme, am| that, then yes."

Jesus says, "Well, you can feed ny sheep then."

You see, for Jesus it doesn't begin with action; it
begins with rel ationship.

For Jesus it doesn't begin with what we do for him
it's where we are with him

Jesus knows the secrets of our hearts. He knows
t hese nenories fromthe past that bubble up and cause us to
feel unwort hy.

He knows these past failures and sins that fromtine
to time grip us again fromthe past and cause us to feel
condemed and guilty.

He knows our vulnerability. He knows our weakness
and he knows we are the kind of people with our brokenness
that we try to gather up the pieces ourselves and hold the

br okenness in our own hands, but we can't put it together.
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So he says let nme have all of the broken pieces, and
everything that caused the brokenness, and I will renove the
failure, and I will rebuild your brokenness, and I will hold
it together in ny hands, so that your life, your heart,

t hough broken, is a vessel that | can use, and that's what he
says to us.

| spent a whole week with the church. It's
unm st akabl e the Lord is saying one thing.

It's tinme to go out. It's tine to go. [It's tine
for us to reach out to those broken people who don't know
anyt hi ng about Jesus.

It's time for us to reach out to those peopl e out
there who think they know, but they are really |ost.

It's time for us to do church outside of the doors
of this building.

But if we go, we nmust go knowing this; that the only
guestion that Jesus asks us is not how many have you brought
in, he doesn't say how nuch have you done, he doesn't say how
good have you been, he doesn't say how often have you avoi ded
failure?

He says this. Do you | ove ne?

In this congregation this norning, and this is no
great particular revelation, there are those who find
menories fromthe past that bubble up, that entangle you and

make you feel unworthy.
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And there are others who are here chanping at the
bit wanting to do the thing that God wants to do.

To both of those groups of people Jesus wants to set
the starting line and it's this.

| Iove you. Do you |love ne?

Now, the nmamestro is going to cone with his group and
they're going to sing, and I'mgoing to wait here.

It doesn't matter to nme, and it doesn't matter to
anybody else in this building, in which of those categories
you find yourself.

But if it's tinme for you to go, and if you know t hat
in your heart, then Jesus wants to conm ssion you with his
| ove.

So | want you to come and |'m going to pray that
prayer of conm ssion.

And if you know that it's time for you to set aside
the things fromthe past and finally be released from burdens
that hold you, then it's time for you to conme so that you can
be released into all that it is that God has for you, which

is far nore than we can imagi ne or even conceive.




