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PASTOR MARK FRY: We really want to | ook at this
whol e concept of who is a priest and who is not.

So | want you to hear this as grace; not
condemmation, and | mean that, not condemmati on of
Christianity, or tradition, or anything el se, but there just
are sone, | think, unhel pful distinctions that have been
made.

That's where I'mcomng fromand nmy reference
points to that are the scriptural verses we started wth.

And | have them here now so you don't have to | ook
them up. You can |later.

"You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood."

In some people it's kind of like the old notion of
aml really a saint? |1 don't feel like one.
Am | really a priest? | don't feel |ike one.

Yes, you are. The Bible says you are.

You, and that's an individual thing, and it's a
cor por ate thing.

You are a royal priesthood. You're God's own
peopl e.

"I'n order that you may proclaimthe m ghty acts of
Hi m who call ed you out of darkness into Hi s marvel ous
light."

It's not just for sone select group of paid

prof essional s that wear robes, or ties, or funny hats; it's
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for all of us.

So that is the first reference.

The second one is very nuch like it. Wen we read
Paul 's Letter to the Romans, he unl ocks these spiritual
gifts that the body of Christ has.

Sonme of us have a domi nant gift of prophecy, or
m nistry, or teaching, or exortation, or giving, or
| eader shi p or conpassion, but all of those are here, and
nor e.

We just need to do a better job of bal ancing them
and letting the people who have themdrive the car.

Letting those people be the body of Christ in
mnistry.

And so to | ook at the Book of Acts, this is the
church being the church.

It's what the church is and what the church does,
and as you |l ook at that, they are in the tenple, but they
are also at hone being the church.

It's not a just go to the building and do it there.
There is a bal ance between hone and tenple.

It's about being the body of Christ and doi ng what
t he body of Christ needs to be doing.

Breaki ng bread together; sharing; being generous;
caring for one another.

Because once that happens, it says in that | ast
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verse, "And the church grew," and it grew in healthy ways.

God wants our church to grow nore than we do, but
he wants it to be healthy, and he wants it to be bal anced,
and he doesn't want it to be in a controlling way, but

rather in an equi pping way, so that we can be the body of

Chri st .

It's the Acts of the Apostles. The actions of the
apost | es.

It's a love story that is in action in the New
Test anment .

It is not stopped and stagnant. The body of Chri st
Is alive, and it has all different nenbers to it, al
different body parts that are out there doing and being
bal anced.

It inplies nmovenent and it inplies energy, so that
Is where | am goi ng.

My opportunity today is to hopefully unpack that a
little bit. So let's pray for a mnute that |I mght be
hel pf ul .

Lord, a ot of what | have |earned about the church
requires a bunch of repentance on nmy part. |'msorry,
really, that |1've taken a | ot of the fun stuff and kept it
to nyself, and |I've not shared it and | et other people go
out and do the stuff that bl esses other people. It felt so

good to visit sonmebody, or to drink coffee with sonebody, or
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to visit a hospital, that |I've kind of kept that to nyself.

Yet, Lord, as we | ook at the scriptures we know
that it's about balance, and it's about what we do in this
room this building, what we do at our hones, and then what
we do all the other places, for we are your body.

So, Lord, thank you for where we've been and for
where we are and where you are | eadi ng us.

Pl us, maybe | have sonething hel pful for these fine
fol ks, these priests and priestesses.

Bl ess us now. In Jesus's nane. Anen.

So that is ny task and that's rather huge, but the
way we are going to get there is by looking a little bit at
t hat Book of Acts.

So rejoin ne in Acts 2, but you need to backtrack
slightly in order to understand where that is.

And | don't know if you knew this or not, but it's
a fact that the person who wote the Book of Acts also wote
t he Book of Luke.

H s name was Luke, and so when he's witing the
Book of Luke he's telling all of the stories of Jesus.

And he's a brilliant man. Sone say he was a
physi ci an, Luke, but at the very end of Luke's Gospel, and
if you are looking in the scriptures it's on page 86, what
we are going to learn is that Luke and Acts go together,

even though they are separated by the Book of John.
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They didn't ask ne back in the first century when
they were putting together the canon of what the Bible
shoul d be, | probably would have but Luke and then Acts and
t hen John, just because they go together, it's the sane
author, but it's kind of cool that John is in there, too.

But | ook at the end of Luke's Gospel, the 24th
Chapter, Verse 50.

"Then he led them" he being Jesus, Jesus has
al ready been crucified, buried, and raised, and he has been
with the disciples.

But now he's | eading them out as far as Bet hany,
which | have all ny Bethany stories in the Bible circled,
because that's the church that I'mprivileged to call hone,
Bet hany.

He | eads them as far as Bethany. He lifts up his
hands and he bl essed them

"While he was bl essing them he withdrew fromthem
and was carried up into heaven and they worshi pped him and
returned to Jerusalemw th great joy and they were
continually in the tenple blessing God."

But the context of that is the verse that
i mredi ately precedes it where Jesus says, "Stay here in the
city until you have been clothed with power from on high."

Do you see that in the verse before that one? 1In

ot her words, what they are doing is they're sitting and
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wai ting.

He says stay here, I'mgoing to conme back, but hang
ri ght here.

And then I don't know how it exactly happened, but
it nmust have been really cool, because then Jesus is in this
holy el evator and he just kind of goes up to heaven, out of
their sight, but he says stay right here and wait.

So that is what they are doing. They are waiting.
They are in a holding pattern.

And then we fast forward to the Book of Acts,
that's where the story then continues, see, this is Luke,
and he's continuing to tell the story.

So we start reading in the first chapter of Acts,
we notice right away, "In the first book, Theophilus," he's
the guy he's witing to story to, "I wote about all the
things that Jesus did and taught from the begi nning until
t he day when he was taken up into heaven.™

Renmenber, that's where we just were. He's on the
holy el evator and how they are told to wait.

"After giving instructions through the Holy Spirit
to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he
presented hinself alive to them by many convincing proofs,
appearing to themduring forty days and speaki ng about the
ki ngdom of God. While staying with them he ordered them

not to | eave Jerusalem but to wait there for the prom se of
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the Father."

So they are waiting literally in the city of
Jerusal em

And they are sitting there for forty-sone days and
they are kind of going, |I wonder what it's going to be |ike
when he conmes back. |Is it going to be the way it used to
be?

Forty days of this, of praying about it, wondering
about it and then they kind of ask this question?

Lord, is this the tinme when you will restore the
ki ngdomto |srael?

We have been waiting, we have been praying, and we
have our own expectations, demands, and hopes and dreans for
what the church | ooks Iike.

s this the tinme when you restore the kingdomto
| srael ?

I n other words, they want to knowis it going to be
a restoration project of the way it used to be?

Are you going to restore the kingdomto the way it
was when you were wal king with us? W really liked it that
way .

And what happens then is really amazing, because
what happens in the second chapter of the Book of Acts, they
are still waiting, and Acts 2 cones along and he cones back

in the formof the Holy Spirit.

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory trial version http://www.fineprint.com



http://www.fineprint.com

1 And it's not a restoration project. Are you going
2 to restore the kingdonf

3 No. No. In alot of ways it's a reversal project.
4 It's not going to be the way it was before; in fact, it's

5 going to be better.

6 So what happens in the Books of Acts, the second

7 chapter is Pentecost cones, the Holy Spirit gets down and

8 all heaven gets shook | oose.

9 And it's amazi ng when that happens, because there
10 are three things that really are kind of obvious.

11 The church becones a novenent and not a nonunment.
12 There is a whol e bunch of confusion, because the people are
13 speaki ng different |anguages and it used to be just speaking
14 Hebrew, and so people are confused by that.

15 But the other thing that happens is the church

16 becones a person and not a place.

17 It's not just a building. It's all of this. It's
18 a novenent; not a nonunment. A person; not a place. It's an
19 organi sm not an organizati on.
20 And what happens then is if we | ook closely at
21 Chapter 2 all the way down there, they are just anmzed, Acts
22 2:12, "All were amazed and perpl exed, saying to one another,
23 what does this nmean?"
24 What is going on? | thought it was going to be the
25 way it used to be.
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But they are speaking all these different |anguages
and people are comng to faith and people are rolling around
and it's like, whoa, | don't knowif | like this or not.

It's kind of unconfortable when the Spirit gets
unl eashed and so sonebody sneers and they say they nust be
drunk, they are filled with new w ne.

And that's true, but, you see, they are not drunk
with alcohol; they are drunk with the Spirit, the new w ne,
in a new wi ne skin, a different container, just as Jesus had
sai d.

And so they are wondering, is it going to be |ike
the way it used to be?

No, it isn't. That's the good news and the bad
news, because we get confortable, but then the Spirit cones
along and it calls away a youth m nister.

We were just starting to get this thing down a
little bit, but, you see, organization has to give up to
organism the living, breathing spirit of the living Christ.

So it's not exactly halleluja, because confusion
will imrediately occur and oftentines enthusiasmis confused
wi t h drunkenness.

If you were here for our Thanksgi ving service when
Pastor Hall an was preaching, she gets really loud, she is an
African-Anmerican woman from north Omaha and she said, "I am

in love with Jesus,” and people were |ike whoa, |ook out.
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She doesn't drink. She just has that intensity

about the way she brings God's word. [It's awesone.

So | have a little video clinp. This is kind of
cool .

Before you hit it, let nme introduce it. |'m going

to show you a little clip of the video "The Incredibles".

| had not seen "The Incredibles", which tells you
the age of ny kids. | have a 19 and a 23 year ol d.

And | had heard it was a cool novie, but | had not
seen it.

So | read sonething about how this guy was a super
hero and then he kind of wants to retire.

And | read about how some pastors and priests think
t hey are super priests.

And sonebody said you should see "The Incredibles".
So | called Pamin our children's mnistry.

| asked, "Does anybody over there have "The
I ncredi bl es"?

She said, "I think my daughter Angela has it."

So she called and Angela was comng up to the
church that day at noon and she said she will bring it.

So she conmes in ny office and she has one of her
ki ds on her hip, she's got the baby there, and she hands ne
"The I ncredi bl es" and she said, "Gage," he's three or four,

he's at home, "I told him Pastor Mark wanted to borrow "The
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I ncredi bl es”. Do you know what Gage said? |If he wants to
borrow Spi derman, he can have that, too."
(Laughter)

Isn't that awesonme? | have not seen that either,
so I'lIl be getting that from Gage.

Here is a little snippet from"The Incredibles".
t hought this was so prophetic.

(Vi deo Pl ayed)

It's kind of hard to hear what is going on there,

but, you see, he's wanting to go back to nornmal and then he

falls in love with Elastigirl.

That's that other character there, and she's pretty

power f ul .

We are not going to |l eave saving the world up to
t he nmen.

And he's like | just wish the world would stay safe
for a while. | feel like the maid. | have to keep doing
this stuff, | feel like the maid, | just cleaned up this
mess.

But what happens is they fall in love, and they
have kids, and then the thing fast forwards fifteen years
| ater and Bob, and | can't renmenber what her nanme is, but
El astigirl and M. Incredi ble are husband and wife, they've
got three kids and they are trying to pretend as though they

don't have the powers they used to have, but the kids have
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t he powers.

And so it's really interesting because the kids,
they're running around and all this stuff, and so it's kind
of handy for Elastigirl, her armcan grab the kids and bring
t hem back in, but Bob has gone back to normal and he's an
i nsurance guy.

But he is still being called to save the world, and
so he noonlights on the side and he goes out and he's out in
his spare time saving the world.

| nstead of being a full-tinme super hero, he goes
out and does it, but he has put on a few extra pounds.

And finally, at the end of the story, the beautiful
thing of it is that the whole famly gets involved in saving
t he worl d.

| think that's incredible. That's really, | think,
what has happened in the Christian tradition, is that we
have made sonme m stakes, and we thought it was just for the
super heros, the super Christians, the ordained, called,
pai d people to do and save the world.

Maybe it's tine for the whole famly to get
i nvol ved. That woul d be incredible.

So that is where | want to go. Again, it's not
about controlling, but it's about being incredibly free and
fluid in the whol e thing.

It goes back to it's an organism not an
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1 or gani zati on.

2 But here is the cool thing about it. This is not

3 new.

4 | f you are Lutheran, or froma Lutheran background,
5 Martin Luther came up with this sanme concept back in the

6 1500s.

7 He called it the priesthood of all believers, and

8 what that neant was he cane to the conclusion that the

9 Spirit said to himwhen he was studying the scriptures, he's
10 like this is kind of strange, | think this book is for

11 everybody, not just for a few people who speak the holy

12 | anguages of Latin, Hebrew, and G eek.

13 It needs to be translated into German, which was

14 hi s | anguage, and every ot her |anguage, so that people could
15 read for thenselves the treasure chest of God's grace and

16 you don't have to go ask the religious experts the question.

17 Ask the book and the Spirit.

18 In other words, the ground at the foot of the cross
19 is entirely level.

20 You don't have to go through a pastor or a mnister
21 or a priest or a bishop or anybody like that to get the

22 answers or to have access to Cod.

23 Lut her thought that up sonme 550 years ago, but no
24 sooner was he dead and buried than the sanme thing was

25 created in all the different strands of Christianity.

PDF created with FinePrint pdfFactory trial version http://www.fineprint.com



http://www.fineprint.com

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

15

We set up our own little hierarchial notions of who
is in charge, who is in control, and nost of it has to do
with rules of order.

Well, wine or grape juice? Well, we better have a
bunch of churches that do the grape juice/w ne thing, others
that do this.

Well, wonen in mnistry. W better have sone
churches that do this, because they aren't as close to God
as the ones who do everything by a pre-prescribed way, and |
bet Luther is kind of spinning in his grave. He's going
t hese guys just didn't get it.

But he said the priesthood of all believers, which
nmeans everybody who is baptized is in the gane.

Wenda was awesone | ast week. She was showi ng a
dirty filthy towel, of how Jesus goes and he washes the
di sci pl es' feet.

And she was prophetically pointing out about how
our whole culture teaches us to just be in the bl eachers
wat chi ng, instead of getting into the gane.

We don't feel worthy, or we don't special enough,
or polished enough.

And so, as | said earlier, my main norale of the
story is, I'msorry for stealing sone of the joy of that
fromyou guys.

| don't think of nyself as a control freak, but I
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1 don't |ike chaos.

2 And churches don't need to be chaotic; they need to
3 be chaortic.

4 But it does need to be the body of Christ and it

5 has to be functioning and bal anced, and it doesn't have

6 anything to do with pedigree, or scholarship, or years in
7 t he saddl e or whatever.

8 God doesn't call the qualified; he qualifies the
9 called, and that's all of us.

10 We are all the priests. The priesthood of al

11 believers. |[If you believe, then you should be in the gane.
12 Here is kind of an interesting chart that |

13 di scovered about what it used to be |like to be a priest in

14 the O d Testanent.

15 Here is an O d Testanent priest. This was the

16 rules of who got to be in the club.

17 You had to be a descendant of Aaron, based on

18 status and sel ecti on.

19 There was a process that a priest literally had to

20 go t hrough.

21 They medi ated the affairs between God and humanity.
22 The average person just couldn't even talk to God.

23 You had to go to the priest to do it in the AOd

24 Testanent, and so they gave all the answers.

25 They told you how nmuch, and they told other things.
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One chosen person served many, and it got del egat ed.

Moses and all these guys del egated, that wasn't the
I ssue.

But notice there is one person who is kind of the
hi erarchi al go-to person

And in the Od Testament God's presence was thought
to be in one holy isol ated pl ace.

That was the Holy of Holies and it was behind the
altar in this place that they could only go in once a year
and one guy could go in and whi sper God's nane.

One person. Only one person had access to God
literally. That's the O d Testanent understandi ng.

Then Jesus cones al ong, and he does all that stuff
we are tal king about of anybody who picks up the cross and
follows ne, | call you ny disciple, which is |earner, and
you guys are all in the gane now. It's |level ground at the
foot of the cross.

So the New Testanment changes a | ot of that and now
the church becomes conprised of all the people who follow
Chri st .

That's the priesthood. It's not just a select few
that have a degree on the wall and a specialty in other
| anguages.

Life is seen as a sacrifice. | don't need to take

my sacrifice to a person, and what Paul teaches also in the
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1 Bible is that your body is the tenple.

2 It isn't a building anynore, and inmedi ate access
3 to God's throne for us. |It's |evel.

4 Your prayers are just as effective, your presence
5 is just as welcome to God as m ne.

6 But, you see, at times | want to control that. Do
7 you know the Greek |anguage? O the Latin |anguage? O the
8 Hebrew? | have been to sem nary.

9 And then, see, what we've done is people have

10 acqui esced, he's the pastor, she's the pastor, they know
11 nore than we know, or they have nore power wth God.

12 That ol d joke of playing golf and the guy is

13 conpl ai ni ng about the weather and a pastor is in the

14 foursome and they go, "Can't you do sonething about this?
15 You have a special relationship.”

16 And the pastor says, "I'min sales; not

17 managenent . "

18 (Laught er)

19 But they think we have a market cornered on God.
20 There is another pastor joke.
21 "Do you play gol f?"
22 "Yes, | play.”
23 "How wel | do you play?"
24 "l play in the 80s."
25 "Wow. You play a lot of golf?"
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He goes, "Well, if it gets cooler, | play in the
70s. "
(Laughter)
But, you see, imedi ate access to God, nany people
serve each other. It's hand in gl ove.

That's what we see in the Book of Acts. They are
having it at the tenple, but they are also doing it at hone.

And they are also going around and then the church
grows, because it's bal anced.

God's presence is in the lives of Christ's
fol | owers.

It's not just isolated to a little box, or a little
wafer, that we only have access to when one particul ar
person gives it to us.

You see, this is a total New Testanent
under st andi ng of sonme of the changes that are really called
for in this new customand era that we find ourselves in.

| want to conclude by sharing a verse and then
I ntroducing a friend.

This is fromHebrews 4. It's on page 210. |
wrestled with this verse for along tine. | really like it.

"Let us, therefore, approach the throne of grace
with bol dness, so that we nmay receive nercy and find grace
to help in tinme of need.™

| used to short change and short sheet that verse
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and | used to think that that is just such grace, because
when I'"'mfeeling in a time of need | can approach the throne
of grace with boldness, and | can go there and get what |
need.

| can get the Spirit. | can get God's enbrace. |
can get God's word of forgiveness, and then | can just stay
there and really feel blessed.

But now |I'mreading that verse differently, and the
way |'mreading that nowis that is still true.

"Let us, therefore, approach the throne of grace
wi th bol dness."

In other words, it's level ground, "so that we nmay
receive mercy and find grace.”

We get it, but why do we get it? Not just to keep
to ourselves, "to help in the tinme of need.”

We go there to get it, that's the flow of grace, to
give it away. The priesthood of all believers, to keep
| ovi ng; not just being |oved.

That's a new thought for nme. | never knew it in
t hat verse before, because |I've always |oved that verse.

"Let us, therefore, approach the throne of grace
wi th bol dness. "

Yes, |I'ma good Lutheran, "so that we may receive
mercy and find grace,” to help in ny time of need.

But now I'mseeing it, | need to go there because
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there's people around me who are in the tinme of need, and
t hey need what God has that he's loaning to ne.

Confi dence, grace, boldness, nmercy. They need it
worse than | need it, so | don't need to be self-centered in
t hat .

"Il introduce to you a friend of m ne, Bob Worl ey.
A real cool thing is happening here at Bethany, not a
spiritual awakening, that's kind of a funny word, but Bob is
part a group, you didn't wear your fancy T shirt today, but
go ahead and tell them who you are and how | ong you have
been around here, would you pl ease?

MR. WORLEY: Thanks, Mark. Hi, |'m Bob Wrley, and
if you were here | ast week you m ght recognize nme as the guy
on Christmas Eve with the pooper scoper and the nop out
there as Wenda had nenti oned.

PASTOR FRY: And sweat on your brow.

MR. WORLEY: And sweat on ny brow.

PASTOR FRY: But a smle on your face.

MR. WORLEY: That's right, serving willingly to do
the job that needed to be done at the time, and | appreciate
doi ng that job.

| Iove nmy church, and | | ove our church, | always
hesitate, | always say ny church. No. Qur church. God's
church.

PASTOR FRY: Have you been around here | ong?
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MR. WORLEY: Yes, since 1988.

PASTOR FRY: You guys got nmarried here?

MR. WORLEY: Yes, we did. Roxie and | were married
here in 1998 and our daughter was baptized here just shortly
after she was born in 1998 -- we were married in 1997,
excuse nme, in 1998 she was baptized.

(Laughter)
PASTOR FRY: Fix that on the tape.
(Laughter)

MR. WORLEY: And, Drew, if there is evidence that
we are on a spiritual journey, you are our evidence.

You are a living evidence to us, and | hope that
you received as nuch as we received by your presence here.

God bl ess you. Thank you for what you' ve done.
appreciate it and I'm so happy for you.

| saw you when we made cut backs and told you we
were praying for you, and we were.

And God answered our prayers and that is such a
wonder ful thing.

It's just evidence that if you pray, and if you
ask, things will happen.

When | was a kid, the first thing | learned in
Sunday school is God answers prayers three ways.

Yes, no, and wait, and nost of the tine it's wait,

but that's okay, because that way we get to grow.
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PASTOR FRY: Tell them about your prayer being
answer ed, Bob.

MR. WORLEY: We have been neeting here on Wednesday
ni ght for the past few weeks, and it has been exciting,
actual ly, planning some events com ng up and sone things
we' || be doing here at Bethany that we want to be ongoing
t hi ngs.

We want these things to keep going. Mark had
mentioned in the neetings, it's not program program
program waiting for the next one.

No. We want to do things that we continue wth,
t hat we keep, we keep here, and that we enjoy.

PASTOR FRY: Tell us, people are hearing about the

MR. WORLEY: Yes, | sat in on the MOB's neeting the
ot her ni ght.

PASTOR FRY: And they aren't an angry nob.

MR. WORLEY: It wasn't a bunch of big tough guys
with black suits on, but Men of Bethany.

PASTOR FRY: M O B.

MR. WORLEY: And they will be doing sonme things for
us and with us and everyone is encouraged and asked to
participate.

Cbviously it says the Men of Bethany, but we are

just a facilitator.
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We are just taking a role in being part of the
church and bei ng together and enjoying each other's conpany
and sharing our Christian beliefs and our know ng that God
s with us.

PASTOR FRY: Cut to the chase then what that
actually is going to nean.

MR. WORLEY: Well, on the 5th are the vol unteer
opportunities. W wll have service here, the end of this
sernon series and vol unteer opportunies.

PASTOR FRY: M nistry Expo begins on February 5th.

MR. WORLEY: Yes.

PASTOR FRY: And then sone people |like Bob are
feeling a call to then also provide sone teaching course
opportunities on Sunday norning.

MR. WORLEY: There are two or three or nore
opportunities that will be presented.

Mysel f and Ted Green, ny neighbor, who I know, but
|"mgetting to know nmuch better, and 1"mglad to do that.
Ted, it has been a privil ege.

W will be leading a twelve steps to spiritua
living, and | follow a twelve step program and I'll tell
you, it has been a blessing in ny life.

And one of the things that |I've learned is to turn
things over to God. Turn ny life, ny will over to God.

PASTOR FRY: That's what we are doing. This is not
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1 about control; it's about letting the Spirit conme and

2 everybody has that equal access to Cod.

3 But al so these guys are thinking God is calling us
4 to have a nen's mnistry.

5 It's going to be called the MOB. They are going to

6 provi de different things.

7 The wonen are kind of like, you guys have a nane,
8 we want a nane.
9 Now t hey are going to call thenselves the W NGS

10 Wonmen In God's Scriptures.

11 So all of you are going to have sone adult
12 di sci pl eship opportunities.
13 But the key thing you need to know is on February

14 5th there will be a Mnistry Expo where you can go out and

15 sign up for a lot of this stuff and al so hopefully build
16 sone rel ationships. Thank you, Bob, for com ng up.

17 (Appl ause)

18 Last week Wenda had cl osed by giving you three
19 I nvitations.

20 Nunber one, pray.

21 Nunmber two, do what you can to worship

22 consecutively for the next two weeks after this one, really
23 prioritize that.

24 And, third, act.

25 Go do a kind act for sonebody.
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This week it's really the same invitation. Keep
prayi ng.

Keep making worship a priority, because sonething
amazi ngly cool is happening here.

And al so i nstead of maybe act, you can go do a
random act of kindness, that would be awesone, but ask.

Ask if maybe God is not calling you to raise up
sonething, if God is calling you to reach a particul ar group
of people in a particular way. Ask the Lord that.

|'"'mgoing to pray for a mnute and then we are
goi ng to have the nusic.

There will be prayer mnisters up here for
i ndi vi dual prayer, and Pastor Wenda will be up here for
i ndi vi dual answers.

W won't be praying with anybody, but we'll just be
here avail able to answer any questions. Let's pray for a
second.

Lord, we are your priests and priestesses. W
soneti nes have hogged sone of the fun of that, and other
times we have kind of shied away because we think we don't
have the gifts or skill set for that.

So, again, Lord, we continue to ask that you get us
out of the bleachers and into the gane.

We really want what is best for your kingdom here

on earth, and in our church, and in our lives, our hones,
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1 our famlies.
2 Qur
3 So, Lord,
4 | ead us into your future.

5 For we pray in the nanme of Jesus,

6 Son of God. Anen.
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bodi es are your tenple and this is your

house.

keep doi ng awesone things and shake things | oose,

the risen spirit,
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