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PASTOR MARK FRY: It's good to be with you today.
How many of you brought your Bibles?

We had a New Years chal |l enge, January 6th, that we
were going to start bringing our Bibles so you could wite in
them |If you don't have one, we will help you get one.

The challenge is, we have a whol e bunch of them but
we aren't very skilled or confident of using them so we want
to hel p you.

We want to challenge you as well as support you.
That was our theme on January 6th.

We tal ked about the inportance of the wi se nen and
the wi se wonen of the Bible, when they are follow ng the star
to Jesus, they get there and pay hi m homage.

They bow down in worship to Jesus and they give him
their hearts.

They give himthose precious gifts of gold,

f ranki ncense, and nyrrh.

But when we pay homage, when we worship Jesus, it
becomes a lifestyle, not just a transaction.

We give, we receive, we radiate, is really what we
tried to concentrate on that week.

Last week, we had sone fun | ast week, Lowell cane
and we tal ked about not only the upward, but also the
internal and the external part of discipleship.

When we are working in rhythmw th Jesus, we align
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our resources, and so we as a church are trying to do a
better job of telling you how we are doing that.

So we are having this annual neeting next weekend,
and we want to show you that the past was wonderful and the
future is going to be even better. It's good.

We want to reach out to the world. We are striving
as a church to be a tithing church. That neans giving ten
percent of our resources away.

We invite people to tithe of their own resources.
W are going to do that as a church. That's just the way it
wor ks.

And then today we are going to talk a little bit
nmore, we went from Matthew 2 to John 2. Today we are going
to be | ooking at Acts 2.

If you don't have a Bible, we will get you one, and
we do provide themfor you on Sunday.

We want you to becone nore and nore famliar with
it. It's the phrase book of heaven.

It is the recording of the |life of Jesus. It's this
| ove story between God and humanity since the begi nning of
tine.

And | wanted to press in on that a little bit with
you.

After services today in the chapel there will be

sone church council people there that would | ove to hear sone
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of your questions and give you sonme handouts.

They have budgetary stuff, if you are into that,
they have targets, if you're into that, we have sone
recoll ections of what God has done in the past year at
Bet hany.

It's a real fun conversation, so | invite you to go
in there, there are very qualified, very bl essed disciples
that will be |eading you through that.

So what | want to |look at with you today is we need
to do alittle bit of back to future kind of discipleship.

In other words, | want our church, and | want our
famlies, and I want ny famly, to look a little bit nore
like it |ooked in the Bible.

| don't mean we start growi ng | ong beards and wear
robes. |I'mtal king about the lifestyle of the 1st Century
church.

It's very intriguing, but it's also incredibly fun,
and so we are going to | ook at that today.

And instead of what would Jesus do, what woul d
Christians do if the 21st Century | ooked a lot like the 1st
Century.

Li ke I say, we are not going to get rid of our cel
phones and cars, but what would Christians be doi ng?

W will learn what they did then and hopeful ly that

wll translate into what we do in the future
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Here is your Bible study for the day. | don't know
how many of you knew this, and I'm not going to ask for a
show of hands because | don't want to assune prior know edge,
or make you feel badly about this, but this is sonething a
| ot of us maybe don't know.

The guy who wote the Gospel of Luke also wote the
Book of Acts.

And that's kind of confusing because you have
Matt hew, you have Mark, and then you have Luke, and then you
have John, and then you have Acts.

But the guy who wote Luke also wote Acts, and the
fun thing is to see them as sequential, so we are going to
take a peek at that today.

Look at Luke 24, the New Testanent, and you' re going
to find Matthew, Mrk, Luke, and John

Go to Luke 24. Luke 24, in my Bible it's on page
84, and what you are going to see here is now Jesus was with
his disciples for three years, baptized, it's basically a
three year training programfor them

And then he's betrayed, he's denied, he's arrested,
he's crucified, and what we see in Luke 24 is we see the
story of Easter.

So it has been three years and what is happeni ng now
on Easter are all these wonderful stories.

"But on the first day of the week, at early dawn,
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the came to the tonb, taking the spices they had prepared.”

The wonen are comng to the tonb, and so all of what
is happening there in Chapter 24, a lot of that takes place
on the sane day.

There is the early Easter norning story. We |ook
that up in Verse 13, two of themare going to the village of
Emmaus, on that sane day it says, their eyes were kept from
recogni zing him but Jesus is back, you see, and as they wal k
al ong the road and as they have a neal together they realize
t hat was Jesus.

And so what is happening is Jesus is appearing and
he's opening their mnds to understand the scriptures, |ike
Ver se 30.

"When he was at the table with them he took bread,
bl essed and broke it, and gave it to them Then their eyes
wer e opened and they recogni zed him?"

And they are going on fromthat, Verse 44, "These
are ny words | spoke to you while | was still with you, that
everything witten about nme in the | aw of Mses, the
prophets, and the psalns nust be fulfilled."

What Jesus is saying to themis this is that. The
t hi ngs that we have been doing for the |ast three years, and
the things we are going to go now, and the things you are
going to do, it's in the Bible. 1It's being fulfilled. This

is that.
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Verse 45, "Then he opened their m nds to underst
the scriptures, and he said to them thus it is witten,
the Messiah is to suffer and rise fromthe dead on the th
day."

He says it's all in there, but now what he says
them he says in Verse 48, "You are w tnesses of these
things. And see, | am sendi ng upon you what ny Fat her
prom sed; so stay here in the city until you have been
clothed with power fromon high."

And he | eads themout to the small village of
Bet hany, which is a suburban community of Jerusalem |just
i ke El khorn is, he blesses them and he ascends into heav

The point being he said stay here and wait. So
goes up into heaven and here is what they are doing while
they are waiting.

Verse 52, "They worshi pped himand returned to
Jerusalemwith great joy and they were continually in the
tenpl e bl essing God."

They are doing exactly as he told them W are
doi ng what Jesus told us. W are going to wait.

And what they do is they wait for fifty days,

because in fifty days Pentecost happens.

But, you see, now Luke's story has not ended; it'

j ust put on pause.

This is the way Wenda and | watch novi es now,

and

t hat

ird

to

en.

he

S
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because we can hardly stay awake, we put it on pause and
watch it the next night.

It's on pause and then we fast-forward to Acts 1.
Acts 1, renenber what they are doing, they are staying in the
city waiting.

And Luke, he's witing a book, he says, "In the
first book, Theophilus,"” Theophilus was a friend of Luke's,
“In the first book | wote about all that Jesus did and
taught fromthe beginning until the day he was taken up to
heaven," that's just what we were tal ki ng about.

Verse 4, "Wiile staying with them he ordered them
not to | eave Jerusalem but to wait there for the prom se of
t he Father.™

So they are waiting. Jesus is encouraging them

They are waiting and then as they are waiting, Verse 6 is

spoken.

"So when they had cone together they asked him
"Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdomto
| srael ?' "

Is the waiting over? 1Is it going to look like it
used to | ook? Are you going to restore the kingdomto
| srael ?

What Jesus in essence says, he says, well, not
exactly.

The time is com ng very soon, but what he says, in
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essence, is it's bigger than that.

It's not a restoration project as nuch as it's going
to be a reversal of your expectations project, and it's going
to be a reversal in these three primry ways.

The church is going to becone a people; not a place.

The church is going to beconme a novenent; not a
nonumnent .

And the church is going to becone an organi sm not
an organi zation.

That's basically what he says. You can | ook at what
he says. He is basically saying not exactly.

What is going to happen is you are not going to be
rel egated to one pl ace.

The church is going to be birthed and it's going to
spread out through the whole face of the earth.

It's going to be an organism it's going to be
living and breathing, and it's going to have the signs of
life init.

And it's also going to be this wonderful novenent,
not a nonunent.

And, you see, we have built these churches and they
have beconme nonunents and a |lot of themare enpty.

They are m sunder standi ng what Jesus is saying.
Those are the three things that the church is going to

becone.
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Then what we |ook at, it's fantastic, because faith
becones transformati on and not transaction.

And we see this in Acts 2. It's fifty days later,
the Spirit of the living Christ descends upon the people that
are gathered waiting. Pentecost.

The Holy Spirit shows up in a dramatic way, and it's
pour ed upon people, and all of a sudden people start speaking
di fferent | anguages.

See, if he was restoring the kingdom of |srael
everybody woul d have been speaki ng Hebrew, but he's reversing
t he whol e Tower of Babel thing.

Peopl e are babbling, but it's in a | anguage
everybody can understand, because it's a unified | anguage of
| ove, not division, and everybody is understanding in their
own | anguage.

God is love. That's what is happening, see?
Fantastic reversal story, see?

So what we see then, its one of ny favorite verses
of the Bible, Acts 2, Verses 12 and 13.

"Al'l were amazed and perpl exed, saying to one
anot her, 'What does this nmean?' But others sneered and said,
"They are filled with new wine.""

Peter is great, he stands up and he says no, they
aren't drunk. This is what the Bible says is going to

happen.
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This is what Jesus says is going to happen. That's
what you guys are seeing, experiencing, and doi ng.

So Peter has this wonderful sernon from Verse 14 al
the way up through Verse 36 in Acts 2.

And | wanted you to see the context, because a text
taken out of context is a con sonetines.

This i s what has been happening. Wat we are
learning is faith becones a transformation; not a
transacti on.

In Acts 2 we see that faith is both a hone gane and
away gane, in sports parlance, because people thought it was
just sone gane played in the tenple, but it's not, and here's
where we see it.

Verse 37, "Now when they heard this," when they
heard Peter's sernon, "they were cut to the heart and said to
Peter and the other apostles, 'Brothers, what should we do?'"

You see, Peter has just been telling themthat it's
not a restoration, it's a reversal, and these are church
people, and they are cut to the heart.

They understand. The way we have al ways done it
doesn't work.

It isn't the way God wants us to do it, with the
church being a nonunent, the church being a place, the church
bei ng an organi zati on.

And so they are cut to the heart and they say what
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do we need to do?

Peter says repent. Change. Don't give us that it's
al ways been done this way before. Change.

"Repent, and be baptized, every one of you in the
nanme of Jesus Christ so that your since may be forgiven, and
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the
prom se is for you, for your children, and for all who are
far away."

It's not just an in-house deal. |It's a road gane as

And it's a gane that is played in the tenple, and in
your hones, and on the road, and here is how W see it
beautifully then.

"And he testified with many ot her argunents and
exhorted them saying, 'Save yourselves fromthis corrupt
generation.'"

You tal k about a tinmely word, a corrupt generation,
the 21st Century.

The 21st Century would tell you that you can't do
it. Do it the way it's always been done. Just go to church
once an hour a week

That's the default, see, | want to nake it a
transaction, instead of being part of the transformtion.

So he's telling them here is what you' ve got to do,

repent and be baptized, because the promse is for you and
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your children

In other words, don't relegate your children off to
a different thing.

Don't think that your kids are the only ones who
need to be |l earners. Everybody does.

It's for you, for your children, for your children's
children, for all who are far away, everyone.

"Save yourselves fromthis corrupt generation. So
t hose who wel conmed his nessage were baptized and t hat day
about three thousand persons were added."”

So that is what the Christians do, this is that, and
| ook at this. So what do they do next?

They have been baptized. They want to change. So
t hey devote thenselves to the apostles' teaching. They read
t heir Bi bl es.

Isn't that cool? That's what we have been tal king
about .

They devoted thenselves to reading the Bible, to
fell owshi p anongst other believers, to the breaking of bread
at tables, and to prayers, and here is what happens when they
do it.

"Awe cane upon all of them because many wonders and
signs were being done by the apostles. All who believed were
together and had all things in comon. They would sell their

possessi ons and goods and they would distribute the proceeds
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to all as they had need.

"Day by day, as they spent nmuch tinme together in the
tenple,” it still is a church gane, the building, "they broke
bread at honme," your table is also the Lord' s table, "and ate
their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and
having the goodw Il of all the people.

"And day by day the Lord added to their nunber those
who were being saved.”

Agai n, you see, the default is going to be that we
think this is crazy. W can't change our |ifestyle.

But, you see, we need to kind of hear a voice |ike
what Peter says, when Peter says this is that.

This is the way the Bible wanted it to be and, you
see, people say they are drunk.

No, no, they are not drunk. They aren't filled with
new w ne, but they m ght be crazy.

They are NUTS. Never Underestimate The Spirit.

They are NUTS.

It's crazy, isn't it, to save ourselves fromthis
corrupt generation.

| want to introduce to you Barb Baunert. She's our
director of youth and fam |y discipl eship.

This is Barb, and what | wanted to do with Barb is |
wanted to have a basketball up here as well, because both

Barb and I in our previous |lives played sone basketball and
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this is a basketball that has the air let out, so it doesn't
bounce very well.

But, you see, we are not players anynore. W have
ki nd of taken on nore of a role of being coaches on how the
gane needs to be pl ayed.

And so this is what |'ve asked Barb to do. She's
going to do a little bit of the Peter thing here, this is
that, and tell you a little bit about what is happening in
youth and fam |y discipleship.

(Appl ause)

MS. BAUMERT: First I'"'mgoing to tell you, I like to
cross country ski, so yesterday | went over to the park, and
it was five degrees, and it was like I know I'm crazy, but |
am going to go try skiing.

So | was sitting in the parking lot before | went
skiing and | got a phone call from one of ny DWVD | eaders.

He just started tal king about being a |eader. Qur
DVD group is our high school Disciple Making Disciple group.

He said, "I'mdone sitting in the pew. | just don't
want to sit in the pew one hour a week and that's the end of
t hat."

And | thought maybe really he should probably sit up
here and then that could be the whol e nessage.

So it was a great word that | received from him

about novi ng.
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And then | went out and noved for |ike an hour and |
t hought that was probably God saying, yes, talk about noving,
instead of just sitting in the pew, | know that's what we
were all raised with, com ng here once a week

So I'mgoing to give you sone exanples of what has
been happening with the DVD groups, because it's show ng that
they are trying to nove.

And | think it's show ng the kids that being a
disciple is nore than just sitting; it's about noving.

PASTOR FRY: You have about 18 | eaders of these
Di sci pl e Maki ng Di sci pl e groups.

They have doubled in about the |ast year as a result
of this transformation process and it has been a | ot of fun
for people.

Barb has been telling nme sone of these stories, this
is that, these are simlar stories of what Wenda and are
hearing fromthe people who are leading the |ife groups in
hones.

So what Barb does is she huddles those | eaders on a
regul ar basis and then they work with their youth in the DVD
groups, we work with people, and they are working with their
people in the |ife groups, and they are doing this
three-dinmensional life thing with the up, the in, and the
out .

So Barb is going to tell you sone of the cool stuff




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

17

she has been telling me. | had to pronpt her, because she
has been very hunmble with the stories.

MS. BAUMERT: Up on the screen is a picture of a
bunch of the kids.

We neet nonthly with the kids and they gather and we
do some worship and teaching, so that's one of those nights.

We try to include worship, and we know that's
i nportant to teach the kids.

And that one is a picture of a bunch of the kids.

W were supposed to play outside that day, but the weather
didn't hold up, so we were playing a game of kickball with 80
people in one gym That was kind of just having sonme fun, in
tine.

The next one is on a mssion trip, but it's the sane
prem se when we go on those mi ssion trips.

The kids are out doing stuff together, so they are
buil ding rel ati onships with each other, and the people that
we're serving

Ri ght there we are m xi ng cenent, because we mde a
foundation. We built a foundation for a wall.

That in the distance is a soccer field where we play
with the people that |live there.

PASTOR FRY: Is that in Mexico?

MS. BAUMERT: I n Mexico, and | think we were

spelling sonmething there, but | can't renenber what it was,




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

18

but that was our defensive part of the teamright there.

PASTOR FRY: Let ne add a piece here, what we found
in this, and what really works, you see it in Acts 2 there,
t hey devote thenselves to the teaching, they are breaking
bread together, and they are also serving.

And sone people will enter in any one of those three
ways.

Sonme people really want to do the up thing, sonme who
really want to do the fellowship, and sone who really have
t hat bl essing of building houses and | ayi ng foundati ons and
getting their hands dirty.

These are all three entry points into that
t hree-di nensional life.

MS. BAUMERT: Everybody in here, whether you want to
be a | eader of a DVD group or not, it doesn't matter.

It's where do you want to nove? What do you want to
do?

If you want to enter into building a foundation, or
even |little things |ike mybe begin daily devotions,
sonet hing, just nove sonewhere. | think what God is calling
us to do is to nove.

| wll tell the Dave story, because it's really
cute, but Dave has a group of about eight boys, high school
boys, and actually the stories aren't all great.

He has really struggled to get consistency with kids
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showi ng up

So they decided they wanted to adopt a famly. We
had about five DVD groups that decided they wanted to adopt a
famly and it was before Christmas and Dave was |ike, "W are
not just going to fork out the noney. W are going to raise
t he noney."

So he canme up with a whol e bunch of ideas. O
course, none of them panned out.

He was getting really frustrated and then sonmeone
said to him "Wy don't you sell donuts at church?"

He's |ike, "That won't work."

So anyway what happened was they sold donuts and
t hey made $565.

That day he calls and he said, "Barb, | can't
believe it. W nade $565."

He called the famly they adopted. He said, "I have
sone noney. VWhat do you want us to do with it?"

The guy was tal king, maybe you can buy sone
Christmas presents, they were tal king about what they could
do.

And then the guy said, "You know, really, |'mjust
getting ny degree and | need to apply for a work permt so |
can stay in the country and work, but I can't afford it."

And Dave is |ike, "How nmuch is it?

The guy said, "$340."




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

20

Dave is like, "Let's do that. Let's spend the noney
t hat way."

And so this was Monday, and the guy said, "The only
catch is that | need to have all the applications done and
everything by Wednesday so that | can stay in the country
with my famly." He has |ike four kids.

So Dave called ne and said, "I need the noney."

So | gave himthe noney, he gets a cashier's check,
he goes with the guy down to do the application.

The guy and his whole famly are |ike wow, what just
happened, this noney just dropped in from heaven so | can
stay in the country and worKk.

So they did that and then Dave says to the famly,
"We have nore nmoney. What el se do you want us to do?"

"We are kind of behind in our MJD bill."

So Dave had to drive all the way down to 14th and
Jackson or sonething to do that because they wouldn't do it
over the phone, there were |ots of obstacles, so then he did
t hat .

And Dave tal ked to him again, "W have nore noney."

So they are like, "The kids really need wi nter coats
and mttens."

So Dave gets all his boys, | don't know, but |ike
hi gh school boys going to buy a coat for a toddler girl, it

doesn't quite match.
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But they all go to Wal-Mart and he sent them all out
to buy different things and he's just standing there I|ike,
okay, what are you going to bring back.

And they bring the stuff back and they throw it on
the cashier's stand and Dave is |like, "I have no idea how
much this costs, but |I have $125 left."

And they put everything on the stand and it was
$125.28. So Dave is like, "I'Il pitch in 28 cents."

(Laughter)
PASTOR FRY: DMD group | eaders are generous.
(Laughter)

MS. BAUMERT: They are. They are really generous
with their tine.

So they brought all the stuff to the famly and the
famly was just in awe and couldn't believe all that had been
done for them

And then the boys went and kind of cel ebrated and
went to Buffalo WIld Wngs afterwards and just tal ked about
it.

And Dave said the boys were really excited, too.
They were pushed out of the pew, so to speak.

PASTOR FRY: The other cool thing about is, it
wasn't just a Christnmas project, they did that, and now t hey
are meeting with that famly and what they are learning is

they need them just as much as they need us.
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So they' ve decided to adopt this famly for the
whol e year and stay in fellowship with them and have a

relationship get started.

It's not charity; it's relationship. It's this is
t hat .

This is what we see in the Book of Acts, the second
chapter.

They are together, they are contributing, and they
are having the goodw Il of all, and they are reaching out.

So it's three-dinensional life, is what we are
really seeing, and it's awesone, just like it says in the
text.

"And awe cane upon everyone, because nany wonders
and signs were being done by the apostles.™

| wanted you to know that Barb is doing the sane
thing with her | eaders that Wenda and | are doing with our
| eaders.

We shared | ast week we are in the process of trying
to sell our honme, because on Friday nights we have between
thirty and forty people in our honme, and our hone doesn't
hol d that many.

So we have sensed God's call to get a bigger
dwel I'i ng.

Usual Iy when you have the enpty nest you downsi ze,

and we just can't get our mnistry done in the house that we
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are in now, so we are in the process of getting another
house, because we can't do it every night of the week.

We want to honor the rhythmof life, soit's a
Fri day night thing.

So we invest our lives into the |eaders of those
life groups and Barb invests her life into the | eaders of
t hose DMD groups.

It's a transformation process, so nobody is going to
go out and |l ead a group and not be support ed.

Nobody is going to go out and | ead a group and
sonet hing cones along that they have not dealt with before.

They have a resource in Barb, or in nme, that can
hel p them t hrough those tunultuous tines, because it's a
support system and al so a transformati on process. Anything
el se, Barb?

MS. BAUMERT: It's awesone to watch the | eaders work
and their commtnent and how they are ready to take those
ki ds and nove them pl aces, physically and spiritually. So it
has been really great and | | ove being around them

PASTOR FRY: It's interesting al so because sone of
t hose group | eaders have one of their own biological kids in
t he sanme group, sone don't.

And it's the same with our |ife groups. Some of
themare famlies with their kids as participants.

We do not want any | onger to separate kids out.
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Then it beconmes a programatic thing instead of a relational

t hi ng, because that's a disconnect, isn't it, if our kids see
us out saving the world and we are not there. That's one of
t he wounds that | created.

MS. BAUMERT: A lot of |eaders just neet in their
homes and they have dinner and their famly also eats with
them too, so they can stay in their hones.

Most of those groups are actually neeting in
peopl e's hones, or sonetinmes they go out.

| think there is one group that neets at Scooter's
every Sunday norning, or different places they decide.

PASTOR FRY: One of the goals that you will see at
the annual neeting is to grow the nunber of those groups.

We are sensing that we want at |east twelve to
fifteen nore |ife groups birthed.

And so that is going to nean | eaders, but it's also
going to be people that can get connected and do
t hree-di nensional |ife together.

Sonme people are already in groups. So our challenge
to you is to pray about it.

Maybe God wants you to take that group you have and
make it into a life group that is three-dinensional, instead
of one or two-dinensional. W will challenge you, as well as
support you.

So | guess to conclude, the beginning steps of it |
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think are right there in that Acts 2 text when Peter says to
them repent and be baptized.

Repentance is the first step. Repentance doesn't
mean feel badly about the way you are living life. It just
means change. Repent.

And sone of you may be going, | have already been
bapti zed.

We are not asking you to be re-baptized, but we are
sayi ng maybe you need to stir the water up a little nore, to
get into the gane, instead of just having a transactional
under st andi ng of who Jesus is, because he reverses a |l ot of
our understandings, and it's a good thing.

So ny invitation as a response, | kind of have a
guilt thing -- not a guilt thing -- but an awareness that God
has taught nme that my kids' perception of ny role was that |
was | oving other kids nmore than | was them

You can see how that woul d devel op, couldn't you?
|"ve got two kids and |I'm hauling kids to Colorado on a
backpacking trip, or hauling kids to Canada, or we are going
out for pizza night, or whatever.

What ny kids were seeing in that is, boy, you are
around those guys a lot, but it doesn't seemlike you are
havi ng as nmuch fun when you are around us.

' m bei ng accountable to that, and |I'm changi ng

that, but that's one of the things |I think the Christian
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fam |y has done.

We have rel egated the discipling of our kids off to
sonebody el se.

And so what | would invite as a response to God's
revelation, let's bring a couple of famlies together.

Maybe you are sitting within reach of soneone you've
never net before.

What | would like you to do is to nove, just nove
closer to one another, it m ght be sonebody you know, and I
would invite you to cone together as new famly friends,
because God's word is pretty clear that we are all in this
t hi ng t oget her.

It's a home gane, the tenple, and on the road, so
woul d you just nove for a nmonent. It doesn't have to be
anybody you know.

"' mgoing to wal k you through this, because one of
the things we do when we pronounce the blessing on the table
at Bethany is we invite you to hold hands. Renenber how we
do that?

So what | would invite you to do is hold hands for a
monment, woul d you?

And one of the things that they did in the story in
Acts 2 is they are together, they are devoted to the
apostl es' teaching, that's what we have been doing this

nor ni ng, we have opened the Bible together, and now they are
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going to have fellowship together.

So we are going to do that right now As your hands
are held, no matter how big your circle is, just say one
thing that you are thankful for.

And as one persons says that, you'll say it out | oud
and then you will squeeze the hand of the person next to you,
and then they will say the thing they are thankful for.

It's going to be kind of an electrical charge right
around your circle, no matter how many people are in it,
sonet hing you are thankful for.

And then just go around that circle. 1'mgoing to
gi ve us sone quiet as Gene plays piano nusic.

This is fellowship, you see. W have shared the
word together, and now you are going to say one thing you are
t hankful for and it will go around your circle and you'l
pause for a nonment. Go ahead and do that right now.

Lord, we do thank you for those individual things.
W thank you, Lord, for your word and for fellowship.

And we thank you, Lord, that you are inviting us to
nmove, to nmake relationship with you a transformati on process.

So we thank you for everyone gathered today, Lord,
and we ask you to send us into this world to be lights, to be
the salt of the earth, Lord, to make a difference, to be the
| eaven in the | oaf.

So we thank you, Lord, and ask you to bring us
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t oget her

safely and soon.

In the nane of Jesus,

Amen.




