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PASTOR VEENDA FRY: How many of you have been to the
Common Ground?

Even if you have not joined up there, they have
about six to eight flat screen TVs right across the front.

| remenber when | first walked in there and saw
t hat .

| was just amazed by the nunber of TVs and they al
have sonething different com ng at you. Every channel is
different.

| was on the treadm || this past week for about
forty mnutes and in the forty mnutes | counted ei ght
credit card commerci al s.

And one in particular stuck out in ny mnd. There
was a picture of a woman in suburbia and she had her hands
full of groceries and she was putting her groceries away in
the refrigerator.

And then there was a flash on the screen of a
tropical island and she sort of checked out a little bit
t here.

And then the words canme across the screen, "You can
chase after it with Chase," the credit card.

The world clainms to know what the secret to rea
life is, doesn't it?

The world out there and all those nessages that

bombard us on a daily basis through television, billboards,
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radi o, shopping malls, all those nessages bonbard us and
they try to get us to focus on what we want and what we need
and it's distracting, and it can very easily, very quickly,
|l ead to a bad case of ne and ny-osis, can't it?

Pastor Mark alluded to that |ast week, the whole
di sease of ne and ny-osis.

What is in it for me? Thinking of nunber one,
taking care of my own needs and ny own wants.

And that's what the world clains to know. They
claimto know what the secret is to real |iving.

But deep down inside, even when we are sitting in
that | ounge chair on that tropical island, or sitting back,
|"msaying into the third or fourth day now, the first day
you do think that's real |iving.

But when you sit back a little bit and you' ve got
about three or four days in, there still is that feeling, is
this really all there is to life?

s this really what it's about? Sitting on a
tropical i1sland, drinking in the sun or an adult beverage.

There is that restlessness in each and every one of
us, isn't there, that longing that there is sonething el se
to life.

That there has to be sonething nmuch nore satisfying
and fulfilling than sitting on a tropical island.

We really cone across that question when we plop
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down in our easy chair, or lay down in our bed at night
after a long day of parenting, or a tough day at the office
and we say, is that really all there is?

| " mwondering, is it possible for people like you
and like me, is it possible for us to lead a fulfilling and
satisfying life?

What if there was a possibility? Wat if there was
a way that we could lead a fulfilling and satisfying life?
Wul d you be willing to try it?

In John 10 Jesus said, "I came that you m ght have
life and have it abundantly."”

As you begin to think about that purposeful life
and the way God wants us to live, and | invite you to put
your nane in there.

In fact, would you read this and put your nane in
t here?

| canme that may have |ife and have it

abundantly.
Let's say it again.

| canme that may have |ife and have it

abundantly.

That's what Jesus wants for each and every one of
us. He wants abundant |ife, and that phrase there, abundant
life, means sonmething beyond neasure.

That's what it nmeans in the original |anguage,
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sonething that is superior.

I n other words, sonmething that is not like this
life, something beyond this life.

That's what Jesus says. | cane that you m ght have
life and have it abundantly.

But what does that | ook |ike? What does that | ook
li ke for you? What does that ook |ike for ne?

That's a question that a | ot of people have asked
over tine.

And one of the persons that asked that question is
a king in the Od Testanent and he wote sonme words in the
Book of Ecclesiastes. |I'mgoing to read it to you fromthe

Message Bi bl e.

"Call nme the quester. 1've been king over |srael
and Jerusalem | | ooked nost carefully at everything, and
let me tell you, life is a cork screw that can't be

strai ghtened; a mnus that won't add up."

Do you know who is witing this? King Sol onon.
He's the one who wrote the Book of Ecclesiastes.

"Life is a cork screw that can't be straightened; a
m nus that won't add up. | said to nyself, | know nore and
I"'m w ser than anyone before nme in Jerusalem but nuch
| earni ng earns you nmuch trouble, and the nmore you know the
nore you hurt.

"So | said to myself, let's go for it. Experinent
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with pleasure, have a good tine.

"Wth the help of a bottle of wine and all the
wi sdom | could nmuster, | tried ny |evel best to penetrate
the absurdity of life.

"l wanted to get a handle on everything useful we
nortals m ght do during the years we spend on this earth.™

This section in the Message is entitled "I Never
Said No To Mysel f."

"Oh, | did great things. | built houses.
pl ant ed vi neyards. | designed gardens and parks and pl ant ed
a variety of fruit trees in them"

Now, when Ki ng Sol onbn says that, he's not just
tal ki ng about that he designed them and they are on paper.

He had a botanical garden in the yard, okay?
That's what he neans there.

And he didn't just have one house. He had one in
Los Angel es and al so one in New York and also one in the
South of France. We know people |like that today.

"And | made pools of water to irrigate the groves
of trees and | bought slaves, male and femal e, who had
children, giving me even nore slaves, and | acquired | arge
herds and fl ocks, |arger than any before me in Jerusal em

"l piled up silver and gold and | oot from kings and
ki ngdons and | gathered a chorus of singers to entertain ne

with songs."
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Not just a few singers and a couple of nusicians,
but a chorus.

Maybe in our world today a couple of bands, and
choirs, and they just all waited upon King Sol onon, sang to
hi m

"Most exquisite of all pleasure, voluptuous nai dens
for my bed. O©Oh, how | prospered.

"I left all nmy predecessors in Jerusalemfar
behind, left themin the dust. Everything |I wanted | took.

I never said no to nyself.

"l gave in to every inmpulse. | held nothing back.
| sucked the marrow of pleasure out of every cask, ny reward
to nyself for a hard day's work."

That's an amazi ng description, isn't it, of
everything that he did and everything that he had.

So he started by accunul ating property, it seens to
me, and then he started by adding to that property people
that would serve him and then noney.

And then at the end of all that, it's quite a
fasci nati ng book, Ecclesiastes, at the end of that he said:

"1 considered all that my hands had done and the
toil that I had spent in doing it, it was just a chasing
after the wind."

Even after all of those days he spent on that

tropical island in the lawn chair, he said it's still not
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enough.

| still have that enpty feeling in ny heart.
still have that | onging.

| still have that |onging, that restlessness to
have purpose, to do sonething that is fulfilling.

And he said it was just a chasing after the w nd.
We were not created to chase after the w nd.

That's a great picture of what it | ooks like in our
lives when we chase after the wi nd, as though that was what
we were created to do.

But we weren't created to chase after the w nd; we
were created to be change agents.

We were created to hook up with God in this world,
in this broken planet.

One of the books that is inspiring me for this
series is called "The Vol unteer Revolution" by Bill Hybels
and in it he says:

"We were created to join God on a m ssion. Sone
peopl e think of God as hangi ng around beyond the edges of

the universe somewhere listening to really good worship

musi c. "

Isn't that a great picture?

"But the Bible sees it much differently. It
teaches that God is at work 24-7 all over our world, filling

his followers with grace, nercy, and power to reclaimand
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1 redeem and fix this broken planet. |It's as if God has work
2 gl oves on and he calls us to roll up our sleeves and join

3 himw th our talents, our nobney, our tinme, and our passion.
4 He wants his m ssion to becone ours.

5 "1f you are chasing into the wind," he tells us,

6 "you can keep right on doing that, or you can hook up wth

7 me and together we will transformthis hurting planet.

8 "What would it feel like to lay your head on your

9 pillow at night and say, "You know what | did today? I

10 teaned up with God to change the world."

11 That woul d be sonething, wouldn't it?

12 Renmenmber, we asked the question, what if there was
13 a way for us to live fulfilling and purposeful |ives?

14 What if there was a way to |lay our heads down at
15 night on the pillow and say, "You know what | did today? I
16 teamed up with God and | changed the world today, just a

17 little bit."

18 That woul d be awesone, wouldn't it?

19 Jesus wants us to be in partnership with him and
20 when he was on this earth he said quite a few things that
21 gave us a good description of what it's like. What it's

22 supposed to be |ike anyway.

23 | thought it m ght be fun if we | ooked at a few of
24 t hose verses today.
25 Let's look at Matthew, Chapter 28. This is a good
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time to take your pens and mark things, because then when
you are flipping through your Bible, or your Bible falls on
the floor and it opens up, you have a verse and a thought

t hat God has spoken to you about before.

Matt hew 28, the very end of the book of Matthew,
Jesus is teaching his disciples. |It's such a great verse,
Verse 16.

"Now t he el even disciples went to Galilee to the
nount ai ns and when they saw Jesus they worshi pped him but
sone doubted and Jesus cane and said, "All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to ne. Go, therefore,
and make di sciples of all nations, baptizing themin the
name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, and teach
themto obey everything that | have conmanded you.

Remenber, | amwith you always, to the end of the age."”

That's just one. We could pick out several, but I
t hought | would pick this out today because there are action
verbs in here.

Go; nmake; baptize, teach; obey; and renmenber.

We were not created to chase the w nd;, we were
created to be worl d-changers.

We were created to hook up with God and hel p redeem
and fix this broken planet.

And here's just sone ideas Jesus gives his

foll owers right before he was going to ascend into heaven.
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Let's Il ook at a couple nore.

John 13, Verses 34 and 35. Jesus says to his
foll owers, "Where | am goi ng you cannot cone."”

He said so many things. Can't you imgi ne that
just would have set the disciples scratching their heads?
What did he nean by that?

"Il bet every day when they were with him | bet
there wasn't a day that didn't go by where they woul d not
| ook at each and say what was that? What was he talking
about ?

Ri ght before he gives them sonething maybe they can
under st and.

He said, "Where |I am going you cannot cone. | give
you a new conmandnment,"” Verse 34, Chapter 13, "Just as |
have | oved you, you also should | ove one another. By this
everyone will know that you are ny disciples.”

Maybe he had hopes that they woul d understand that.
Maybe by this tinme, this is three years in, maybe by this
time they had felt that |ove.

And so he thought maybe if | say love others |ike
we' ve | oved each other, maybe he thought they could
under stand t hat .

And that's how people are going to know you are ny
di sciples, if you love each other, if you don't go away from

the table angry or upset, but stay at the table until there
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1 is sone plan forward, sone relief, some hope, sone new
2 under standi ng. That's what we are called to do as God's
3 di sci pl es.
4 And finally let's |look at the Gospel of Mark.

5 Mar k, Chapter 9:33 and foll ow ng.

6 They are wal king along the road and Jesus says what
7 were you guys argui ng about?

8 He al ways wants to know that. He always wants to
9 know what is keeping us fromloving each other. He want us

10 to tal k together.

11 "What were you arguing about on the way? But they
12 were silent, for on the way they had argued with one anot her
13 who was the greatest. And he sat down, called the twelve,"
14 he's a patient teacher, and he said, "Whoever wants to be

15 first nust be |ast and servant of all."

16 Then he takes a little child, |ike Lexington, and
17 he says, "Whoever welcones a child like this welconmes ne."
18 And our hearts nelt, don't they, when we see babies
19 i ke Lexington?

20 He's saying to us that this is howit's supposed to
21 be.

22 This is the kind of |ove we are supposed to have

23 for one anot her.

24 But, as | said, |I think there were so nmany tines

25 when the disciples turned to each other, kind of |ike we do,
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what did he say? What was that? Wat do they nean? What
does he nmean?

So, we have to keep talking with one another, and
in John 13 Jesus gives us an incredible exanple.

And | think while the disciples nust have been
frustrated at tines, | also think that Jesus, our teacher,
Jesus, the leader of his disciples, | also think that he was
at times frustrated.

And John 13 is a perfect exanple of that. So |
invite you to turn to that, to the Gospel of John,

Chapter 13.

We are going to ook at this story just a little
bit nore in depth.

This is a picture of everything that he had been
tal king about. Verse 3 we start at.

"Jesus, know ng that the Father had given al

things into his hands,” do you understand where they are at?
They are at the table. I1t's the Passover neal.
It's a very special dinner that Jesus is going to have for
t he di sci pl es.
This is right before he is betrayed. So he has
been there three years with them
They have been wal ki ng, tal king, and di scussing

t hi ngs, and he has been saying those curious things to them

and |I'mthinking because of what he did at the table, I'm
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t hi nki ng that maybe he was frustrated. They are just not
getting this.

"Jesus, know ng that the Father had given al
things into his hands, and that he had conme from God and was
going to God," that verse is vital

Jesus couldn't have done what he was about ready to
do, and we can't do what we are called to do, unless we know
who we are; that is, who we bel ong to.

In this verse we really get that Jesus knew he
bel onged to God. He belonged to the Father.

So Verse 4, "He got up fromthe table, took off his
outer robe, and he tied a towel around hinself and then he
poured water into a vase and began to wash the disciples’
feet and to wipe themw th a towel that was tied around
him "

Now, here's the thing that is amazing about this
story, one of the things, is that they were already eating.

They were in the mddle of the neal when Jesus got
up, because, you see, what happened is that the vol unteer
coordi nator didn't show up, or they forgot to schedule the
f oot washer.

So there are two possibilities here. Either the
vol unt eer coordi nator of the upper roomfailed at his or her
job, or the foot washer that was schedul ed, because the

schedul e was sent out nonths ago, the one that was schedul ed
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1 to do the foot washing that night in the upper roomdidn't

2 show up.

3 So picture it with nme. The disciples, they were
4 comng in, they are so excited to eat with Jesus.

5 And they get there, and this was huge in those

6 times, what you did first is have your feet washed by a

7 sl ave, because they were dirty, because they wal ked around

8 on the dirty, dusty roads.

9 So the disciples cone into the roomand they go

10 where is the foot washer?

11 | hope that volunteer coordinator didn't nmess up
12 again. | don't see anybody around. Do you guys? No.

13 Well, I"mnot doing that. |'m not washi ng your

14 feet, Peter.
15 Look at them They have cal |l ouses all over them
16 Those are gross. \What about that fungus toe? |[|'m not

17 touchi ng that.

18 So they | ook around and all twelve of them decide
19 that there must have been a m x up at the vol unteer
20 coordinator's office. Either that or it was just never

21 schedul ed.

22 So they sit down and they start eating. That's

23 gr 0ss.

24 Because, renenber, they reclined, so they had their
25 dirty feet in each other's face.
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They didn't sit down at a regular table like you
and | do. That's gross.

So they had their dirty feet in the face of one
anot her and Jesus is watching that whole thing, cones in and
sees their feet, maybe they were hoping he wouldn't notice,
| don't know.

But it seens to nme that about the tinme that they
had all forgotten about this, this is what | nean about what
an awesone teacher Jesus is, and patient, he gets up from
the table and he goes over and starts to wash their feet.

Peter starts to see what is happening, Verse 6, no,
Lord, no, you're not. |I'mpretty sure it was the vol unteer
coordinator's fault, let's just forget it, the washer didn't
show up today, you're not going to wash ny feet.

Yes, | am Peter, he says, Verse 7, and | wll
explain later. | can only imagine it was just absolutely
still.

Verse 12, "After he had washed their feet and put
his robe back on and returned to the table he said, "Do you
under stand what | have done?"

Jesus is standing there with a nmuddy bowl of water
and the dirty towel and he asks the disciples, do you
under st and?

You call me teacher and Lord, and | amthat. In

ot her words, yes, | amyour Savior, but |I've washed your
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feet, and so | want you to wash one another's feet.

In other words, | want you to do what nor nal
pride-filled people refuse to do.

| want you to be ny followers. | want you to live
beyond yoursel f.

| want you to roll up your sleeves and get dirty,
because | want you to | ook different.

| want your lifestyle to ook different than the
wor |l d, and normal pride-filled people don't get down and get
dirty, do they?

| want you to pick up the towel, and | want you to
live beyond yourself. That's what he says.

"' masking my followers to live beyond thensel ves.
That's why our new vision statenment says to reach beyond
ourselves, and it needs to be a way of life, because it's
Jesus's i dea.

On Christmas Eve | naturally forgot sonmething in ny
office and I went across, sonetinmes | wish there was a
skywal k frommnmy office to here because it looks like I can't
talk to you and | never want to give that inpression.

Mark and I, when we preach, we'll be down here
after services and you can talk to us.

That's what we are here for, and the prayer
mnisters will pray for you.

And if we need to reschedul e an appoi nt nent and
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tal k again, we can. That's what we are supposed to do as
God' s peopl e.

But at that time | was racing across the | obby out
here and Bob Wrl ey, sonme of you know Bob, he's one of our
great ushers, he's standing there in his Christms suit, he
| ooked awesome, real handsone.

And there was a bit of a clearing in the | obby,
because the animals that were here that night apparently had

too much to drink on Christmas Eve and they had too much to

eat .
(Laughter)
And so there was a bit of a clearing there and I
saw Bob and | said, "Bob," and he goes, "I know," and he had

alittle bit of sweat on his browto go with his Christnas
suit.

And those of you who don't know Bob, he works for
an insurance conpany that specializes in liability.

So he was sweating when he saw that shiny pool of
wat er .

And the next thing I know he was down on his knees
in his Christmas suit cleaning that up.

That's what Jesus is asking us to do. What a great
pi cture. Thank you, Bob. Thank you for doing that.

That's it. He wants us to roll up our sleeves and

to get in there, and he showed us howto do it.
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1 He lived and died showing us howto do it, Jesus

2 di d. That's what he asks us to do.

3 Every third Sunday Pastor Mark is in with the

4 church | eadershi p.

5 They nmeet in the conference roomfrom8:00 to 10: 00
6 and he told nme for his devotional he was going to play a

7 song by one of Andrew Peterson's friends, Andrew Gol dhorn

8 he al so sang here on Decenber 2nd when we had the concert.

9 The song is called "If I Wre" and it says, "If

10 were the devil, | wouldn't wear red. |If | were the devil, |
11 woul dn't pick up a pitch fork, because that would give ne
12 away. "

13 That's right. So | have a clip | want to play for
14 you. I'mgoing to play this a little bit.

15 (Cip Played)

16 Did you hear that? "If | were the devil, | would

17 split God's people up and talk them out of who they are

18 called to be."

19 We are called to pick up the towel and get dirty.
20 If I were the devil, | would split themup, | would have

21 t hem argui ng anongst one another who is right, or who is

22 wrong, or who is the greatest.

23 The eneny wants to talk us out of being the famly
24 of love, and | pray that you will resist that along with ne,
25 al ong with your church | eadershi p.
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1 Because we have to pick up the towel. W have to
2 get busy and we have to get to work.

3 Al'l of you have expertise, a lot of things, | don't
4 even know what you do, and as nmuch as | can | ask you, what

5 do you do?

6 What are you good at? \What are your passions?

7 What are your talents? What are your financial resources?
8 What do you have that can contribute to this |oca
9 church, this Bethany that you have been called to be a part
10 of ?

11 A young man wal ked into nmy office |ast week. Terr
12 said, "There's a young nman out here to see you. He appears
13 alittle nervous.™

14 He cones in and sits down. | could tell he was

15 nearly shaki ng.
16 He said, "I want to be baptized."
17 | said, "That's a good idea. Were did you get

18 that idea? Wat are you thinking about?"

19 | said, "Just relax. Could I get you a cup of

20 cof f ee?"

21 He seened so nervous about it. He said, "Well,

22 am nervous, but I'mworking on nmy spiritual life and I would
23 li ke to be baptized."

24 | said, "That's great."

25 So we started talking a little bit about baptism
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and what it nmeans and then | said normally people stand up
with friends or famly.

And he goes, "I have issues with ny famly, so |
don't have anybody."

| said, "We have a big famly here at Bethany. |
could probably talk to a few people and they would probably
stand up with you."

He liked that idea. | couldn't believe he accepted

So then he says, "Let's just talk logistics. Wen
do I come up out of the bl eachers?”

| laughed, and then he | aughed, and we | aughed
again a little stronger, and | thought to nyself, how
prophetic.

Apparently to that world out there we [ ook |ike we
are sitting in bleachers in here and spectating isn't where
the action is, as you all know.

Now, as a Bethany church goer you could conme in
here every week and park in your regular spot and sit in
your regular place in the pew and chat with sone friends,
have a cup of coffee, and then go hone.

You could, but I think God is calling us to pick up
the towel, each and every one of us.

| think God wants to get a volunteer revolution in

this place, where we have arm es of people doing things.
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| know what it |ooks like, and it |ooks |ike we
hi red out professional staff and every single job was taken
care of, but that's not true.

And now God has given us this opportunity, a bit of
a financial squeeze, where we had to reduce staff.

| just am wondering if God is saying | don't want
themto have the inpression that there is not a towel out
there for themto pick up.

There are jobs in this church that need to be done,
and I know a little bit |like those disciples when they cane
into that upper roomthat night and said where's the
vol unt eer coordi nator, because |'ve said that.

Where is that person who was schedul ed to be here?
You' ve seen us. Renenber when we have done this in the
past ?

We will conme around here and we'll try not to | ook
stupid, you know what |I'mtal king about, we're standing here
because |li ke three of the comuni on assistants didn't show
up and we are just trying to | ook lovingly at you.

Hi gh accountability on the part of the disciples,
| ow control here at church. That's where we're headed.

This church needs you, and it's tine for us to
start a volunteer revolution in this place.

So | want to challenge you, as your |eader and one

of your teachers and pastors here, | can only chall enge you
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with God's word.

He says pick up the towel and then the rest of it
is between you and the Lord.

So I'm asking you to seek God on this. |'m asking
you to pray about being here all four Sundays of this
vol unt eer revolution series.

Because on the fifth we need to | aunch a vol unteer
revol ution.

And if you are here every week you'll hear all of
the teaching from God's word and then | think you'll be
ready to go. |I'mgoing to challenge you there first of all.

Secondly, | challenge you to talk to God about what
jobs he would |ike you to be doing in the church

Maybe you can help Bob with clean up. There's
plenty of jobs like that to be done.

| want to say this, too. | know that sonetines we
have not been ready for you, and the staff is working on
that. Be patient with us.

Sonetimes you have felt |ike you're going to sign
your life away, | know, or sonetines you felt when you got
here the expectations weren't clear and you didn't know what
you were going to do.

| know, I'm sorry about that, but we all need to
wor k on this together.

So that is ny second challenge. Talk to God about
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t hat .

Thirdly, as you are |eaving today, do some neni al
task in the church, or do sone act of kindness that you
woul dn't normally do.

That's just a challenge for you today. Let's pray
about picking up the towel.

Thank you, God, for your word. It's so challenging
because each and every one of us have thought about things
that are just beneath us, we don't want to do.

You're incredible, that you would wait and then
wash, to teach us how to | ove each other in a different way.

Thank you so nmuch for washing the disciples' feet
and for washing our feet today.

We praise you and ask you to be with us this week
as we seek you and we seek our part in this place that we

know and | ove called Bethany. In Jesus's nane. Anen.
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