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BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH
ELKHORN, NEBRASKA
JANUARY 6, 2008

PASTORS MARK & WENDA FRY
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PASTOR MARK FRY: It's great to be back with you in
the new year. \What a great Christmas holiday. Fantastic.

This is unusual this year for a |ot of reasons, but
thankfully the lowa caucus is over is one reason it's
unusual

Being fromlowa it has been fun for me to foll ow
that in my honetown newspaper. |t has been fantastic.

It's alittle tow of five thousand people, Hillary
Clinton is there, she's got all these new friends, it's just
fantastic.

But it's interesting, this year the cal endar does
something that it doesn't do very often, and that is you are
probably famliar with the old twelve days of Christnmas song.

January 6th is the 12th day of Christmas, and so the
tradition of Christmas is we celebrate it for twelve days.

And then on that 12th day we cel ebrate Epi phany,
which is the star over the home of Jesus and Mary and Joseph,
and so it's very rare that Epiphany, January 6th, actually
happens on a Sunday.

So it's kind of a cool thing that it happens this
year and so what we are going to be looking at is we are
going to be | ooking at that Epiphany story from Matthew s
gospel .

So | would love for you to grab one of the Bibles

that are out in the pew.
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At the end of the nmessage today we are going to
chall enge you in this new year to bring your own Bible.

And if you don't have one, we are going to help you
get one, but we really want to beconme a church, and | think
we al ways have been a church that has taken the scriptures
seriously.

But we want to take it on the road and hone with us
and really | think God smles when he hears us rustling the
pages of that book, whether it be in this roomor in our
roons at hone.

So that's going to be our focus today, is really on
that |ife of devotion and God's word com ng alive to us.

So we are going to look at that story from Matthew
2, and it's in the New Testanment, Mtthew 2.

I f you were around over the Christmas holidays you
may have heard the story of Jesus's birth, which is in
Matt hew 1, about Verses 18 through the end of that chapter,
and our text begins with Chapter 2, Verse 1.

"In the tine of King Herod, after Jesus was born in
Bet hl ehem of Judea, wise nen fromthe east cane to Jerusal em
asking where is the child who has been born king of the Jews,
for we observed his star at its rising and have cone to pay
hi m homage.

"When King Herod heard this he was frightened and

all Jerusalemwith him and calling together all the chi ef
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priests and scribes of the people he inquired of them where
t he Messiah was to be born.

"They told himin Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has
been witten by the prophet:

"And you, Bethlehem in the |and of Judah, are by no
means | east anong the rulers of Judah, for from you shal
come a ruler who is to shepherd ny people Israel.

"Then Herod secretly called for the wise nen and he
| earned fromthem the exact tinme when the star had appeared.

"Then he sent them to Bet hl ehem saying go and search
diligently for the child, and when you have found him bring
me word so that | may al so go and pay hi m homage.

"When they had heard the king, they set out, and
there ahead of them went the star that they had seen at its
rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.

"When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhel med with joy.

"On entering the house, they saw the child with
Mary, his nother.

"They knelt down and paid himhomge. Opening their
treasure chests, they offered himgifts of gold,

f ranki ncense, and nyrrh.

"And having been warned in a dreamnot to return to

Herod, they left for their own country by another road."

This is the gospel of our Lord.
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This is the way our living room | ooks at hone and
what you'll see over here is ny devotional chair, and you
will see over here Pastor Wenda's devotional chair and we are
going to practically hopefully show how we do that.

But it's interesting, we have sone tools and sone
routines we want to share with you

It's interesting, the Bible that | use at hone is
different than the one | keep at the church, but | have been
using this one nore and nore in my own study and then in ny
own preachi ng, oddly enough, and if you are |ike ne, you

maybe weren't raised in the Christian tradition.

And | was given a Bible, | still have it, | think
was |ike 12, and | never opened it. It was really hard.
Brut al .

| got this from Pastor Phillips, he was this

Met hodi st guy and ny nom sang in the choir there, so | got
this Bible and we would go a couple of tines a year.

When | would go | would go and ganble in the Sunday
school class flipping quarters with all my classnates.

And | didn't really ever learn a whole |ot, but on
Christmas Eve we woul d go, and then again on Easter and
stuff.

| had this Bible, but |I never used it, and when
met Wenda we started to date and one of the things she asked

me is are you a Christian?
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And | lied and said sure. You know, | figured it

m ght | ead somewhere. And it did. It did.
(Laughter)

But it was really inportant to her, and | said it
was inmportant to me, and it wasn't that it wasn't inportant,
but you woul dn't have known by the way that | was.

So we started dating for a while. | think it was
the first Christmas we were together her fol ks gave ne a
Bi bl e.

It was an anplified Bible. | thought this is cool.
It was easier to read and it had nmy name on it. | thought
this is really cool

| started using that a little bit and |life unfol ded
and we fell further and further in |Iove and got marri ed and
went to Australia.

Wenda has a tradition she will tell you about in a
whi | e of doi ng devoti ons.

She has al ways done them and |'ve not al ways done
t hem

And so when we were first married, you know, again,
"Il go along, the guy that | am |'mnot going to lead, |I'm
just going to follow

So we started doing devotions. W were living in
Austral i a.

We were on an extended honeynoon. |'m over there
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pl ayi ng basketball and she thought it would be a good idea
for us to do the tradition, get up early in the norning, and
so she set the alarm clock or whatever and she would do hers
at like 3:30 in the norning.

And t hen she would wake nme up and I would go in the
bat hroom that was the warnmest roomin the house, at 4:00.

And | would go in there and it was a battle to stay
awake.

So what | started to do is | started to hide cookies
in the bathroom

(Laughter)

And in Australia you buy a whol e box of Bickies,
they call them they are these biscuits, and | would hide
themin the bathroomand | would hide themin the bathroom
and eat this whole stack of cookies.

And | would go back to bed, "How was your devotion?"

"Ch, it was great. | really was fed today," kind of
a thing.
(Laughter)

But it's interesting, we will do sone things just to
go through the notions.

But one of the things that is interesting is these
di fferent Bibles.

As | have gotten a little longer in the tooth and

nore experienced, it is interesting to read the different
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transl ati ons of these verses.

| hope you noticed that one that was just kind of
li ke, gee, | never saw that word, where it said they were
going to go pay hi mhonmage.

Do you see that? It's in Verse 2 and then it's in
Verse 8 and in Verse 11

And Lowell and | in the office have got kind of a
well meaning little jab back and forth that he's an NRSV guy
and I'"ma new convert to the NV Bible.

And nost Bibles call it they had come to worship
him instead of to pay hi m honage.

And | was troubled by that, I'"'ma little anal, and
so | |l ooked up to pay hi m homage.

| got Wkipedia, that's not real reliable, but I
| ooked at that.

And | | ooked at sone theol ogi cal books, what is the
deal with pay hi mhomge.

Well, it's an old mlitary term and it's an old
political termthat has to do with vassals under the subject
of their, you mght just say a kingdomthing about their
political affiliation, and so to pay him honage is to be
under his sway.

Under his dom nion, under his rule, under his
unbrella you m ght say, to pay him homge, to be in that

position of respect.
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And | |ike nmuch better they were there to worship
him but | think maybe God in his infinite wisdomin this
newer translation of the Bible is teaching us a couple
di fferent things.

He's teaching me it's very inportant to worship him
to pay hi m homage.

But it's also very inportant to be under his
influence and in his proximity.

Under his sway, under his unbrella, to marinate in
hi s presence.

And it's interesting, because to pay tribute to, and
what we see in the wise nen is not only do they pay tribute
to him they fall down and they worship him

And as they do so they have been drawn by this |ight
t hat has beckoned them and as they arrive they bring gifts to
give to this child and they kneel and they worship himand
they respond with sonmething that is very generous.

So all of that is in that pay homage to, but it's a
little bit of both, and worship, because you see Herod isn't
Jew sh, and what he's saying is | would like to pay him
homage, too.

What he wants to do is have him destroyed, because
he was a threat to his influence, his sway, his dom nion, his
unbrel | a.

He knew that this new child would infringe on his




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10

territory and his rule.

So to pay himhonmage, it's kind of a political term
but it's also a very, very inportant relational theol ogical
term

The light draws us and we |ift up our hands, we bow
down to the child king.

Sonme people get a little nervous when people nove
too nmuch, but it's all over the scriptures.

We respond. We bow down and worship you now, is
what the song says.

It"s ironic, isn't it, we'll sing these things but
we don't do them

It speaks of proper positioning and proper priority.
In other words, you are the king, and I'mnot, and | want to
be under your sway.

It's the first commandnent. You shall have no other
Gods, no other kings, none.

Bow down and worship him Pay hi mhomge. Not just
once a week, but often when the light calls you, before the
light is out, pay himhomage.

So we want to marinate in that a little bit. | want
to look at an O d Testament reference. Look at Psalm 72.

We were doing the 7:45 service together, Wenda and
|, and it was fun because we sang "We Three Kings of Oient

Are", you may remenber it, bearing gifts we traversed afar,
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westward | eading still proceeding.

She goes, | thought they were going east. Wat is
with the westward | eadi ng?

And we did this Psal mtogether, it kind of explains
it, but it's really kind of a conplex thing.

Because what we see in Psalm 72, what you'll notice
inthis is at about Verse 10.

"May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render
himtribute, may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts, my
all kings fall down before him all nations give him
service."

And it continues and there is a reference as well a
little bit further in Verse 14.

"From oppression and violence he will redeemtheir
lives, precious is their blood in his sight."

Verse 15, "Long may he live. My gold of Sheba be
given to him May prayer be made for himcontinually and
bl essings i nvoked for himall day |long."

You see what we see in this is there are different
geographi cal locations that the kings were prophesied to cone
from and they are comng fromthe east, and so Matthew says
the wise nen fromthe east.

We saw the star at its rising. Stars and the sun
rise in the east.

So westward | eading is kind of an interesting thing,
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isn't it?

Because geographically, yes, they are kind of going
west, because they were fromthe east, but stars nove around
alittle bit, rotate.

But there are sone theol ogi ans who sai d that
Anericans got ahold of that hymm and nmade it even nore
prom nent because we had this progress west thing going on.
Isn't that interesting? Kind of cool

But the point is, they are going to the |ight; not
away fromit.

Westward | eading, still proceeding. W are not
regressing; we are proceeding. Draw us to the |ight.

And it's an O d Testanent prophecy, and that's the
tradition, we have three gifts, we don't really knowif there
were three kings, but it |ooks good around the nativity
scene, doesn't it? Gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

Maybe they all brought separate gifts. W don't
know. There may have been nore than that. There may have
been two of them

Maybe one guy brought three. Maybe they had
sonebody that forgot to re-gift, but we don't know.

But, you see, the O d Testanent ties into the New
Test anment .

They are com ng from Sheba and Seba, Tarshish, and

they will give himgold for a king, and incense and nyrrh.
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It's a beautiful thing.

There is this other wonderful thing that I want to
point out to you fromthe Book of Nunbers.

Nunbers is one of those first five books of the
Bi ble. Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Nunbers, Deuteronony.

Page 126 in ny Bible, from Nunbers 6, beginning at
Verse 24, and if you have been raised around the Christian
tradition, bless you. | wasn't, as | say as a kid, and
| ove it now.

But a ot of tinmes at the end of a worship service
you' Il hear these words pronounced from Nunmbers 6.

It's called the priestly benediction. It was spoken
by the representatives of God, and they would say these
verses, Verses 24, 25, 26

"The Lord bl ess you and keep you, the Lord neke his
face shine upon you and be gracious to you, and the Lord |ift
up his countenance upon you and give you peace."

And maybe you woul d have seen sonebody make the sign
of the cross. In the nanme of the Father and Son and Holy
Spirit.

But, you see, the expectation of the Jew sh
comunity, and also the Christian community, is when that
light is pronounced, notice howit's phrased.

"May the Lord make his face to shine on you."It's a

reference to light.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

14

"May he lift up his countenance upon you and give
you peace."

But the expectation is, if it's pronounced, then
you'll go and radiate it. It isn't just thanks very much,
past or.

It's "The Lord bl ess you and keep you, the Lord make
his face shine upon you and be gracious to you, and the Lord
lift up his countenance upon you and gi ve you peace."”

The expectation of radiance is that it won't stop,
it wll keep radiating.

And so when the pastoral blessing of that is given,
then that, you see, is the |ight.

The light is handed on, you see, this little light
of mne, I'"'mgoing to let it shine.

There was a beautiful funeral we had | ast week for a
young girl in our conmunity killed in a car weck and t hey
sang that wonderful song.

That's the prom se, you see, is that you cone to the
stabl e, you worship the child and bow down to him and then
sonet hi ng happens in that that you get filled and you go out
and pass it on. Radi ate.

That was the expectation in the Jewi sh community and
that's the expectation in the Christian community now. |It's
giving and receiving and radi ating.

It's interesting, isn't it? They go with gifts and
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then they go fromthere changed.

It's giving and receiving, but | think a |lot of us

just think it's receiving.

Well, he said it to me, so I'mjust going to keep it

inside. No. There is a response called for.

It's pronounced, the light, countenance is |lifted

upon us, and we respond to that.

We kneel, but we also radiate. It's giving and

recei ving and radi ating.

And i ke Lowell said in a great nessage a few weeks

ago, it's who we are.
We're |ike flashlights that go back to get

recharged, batteries that go to get recharged.

So | wanted to just expound on that passage and |

want to set Wenda up
Wenda, you can go up and take your position.

just set the stage.

Let ne

This is Wenda. She is our pastor of worship and

spiritual life and she has been kind of a pastor to ne for a

long tine, too, because she kind of dragged nme al ong ki cking

and screaming into the whole Christian experience, you m ght

say.

In a different way | had it before her, but she was

an instrunmental part of it.

But what you have before you is ny devoti onal

chair
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and her devotional chair and never the two shall neet.

| get up early, 6:00, 6:30, whatever, and | do ny
thing and then | | eave and she gets up and does her thing
after that. So maybe that's a setup enough

PASTOR VWENDA FRY: Thanks, Mark. | knew you were a
cooki e nmonster, but | had no idea until today that he was
hi di ng those cookies in the bathroomin Australi a.

That's amazi ng, Mark, and then where did you get
that 3:30 in the norning over there?

PASTOR MARK FRY: | thought that's when we were
doing it. It felt |ike 3:30.

( LAUGHTER)

PASTOR VWENDA FRY: Exactly. Definitely for ne.
Thanks for letting me share about this.

Mark asked nme to just show you what | do each and
every norning.

Sunday norning is the only norning | get up in the
dark, because | do rise at 8:30, 9:00, every day and start ny
day right about there.

But Sunday is different for ne than the rest of the
week, because it is dark.

So | have an iPod that | use. There is a song on ny
i Pod by a woman nanmed Kat hy Sherman and | have her al bum on
there, but it's called "In the Darkness" and so | start with

t hat every Sunday norning.
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O herwi se on weekdays | just ask the Lord for a
song, and just whatever | think of, | goto it in ny iPod and
| start with that.

But the song | use on Sunday nornings, it starts out
like in a mnor key and it says "In the darkness | cone
bef ore you, fearful and longing to trust, not renenbering who
you are to nme, | beg you, teach ne once again."”

And so then it kind of goes into a French horn and
gets into a maor key and then the refrainis "In the norning
| conme to you, in the norning |I call on your nane, in the
morning | know you are near, your presence in ny life dispels
all fear."

So every Sunday norning | listen to that first and
then there is this little instrunental part in there and when
that instrunental part is going on | just say hi to the Lord.

| just say good norning. Teach ne today what you
want me to | earn, because | amfearful and I'mlonging to
trust one nore tinme, so just speak to ne.

So then | just go to ny main tool. This is just a
t ool box, disci ples.

This is the Bible ny parents gave ne when | was
confirnmed, my anplified Bible.

| have a green hymal in there because sonetines |
like to break out into song, and |I can because Mark is

al ready gone, that works out great.
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| have sonme old stuff that | have had since coll ege,
free verse stuff, people that are really inspired by God.

| have ny study Bible in there, and this is ny
newest Bi bl e.

Mark gave nme this for Christmas. |It's the Message
Bi bl e rem xed

And |'ve decided that | amgoing to use this year
and not wite in it.

| have all other kinds of Bibles | can wite in and
have been doing that for years, but I'"'mnot going to wite in
this one, |'ve decided.

So | start out, and this is my main tool, it's
called the Moravian Daily Text, and | hadn't had it for a
whi | e.

| didn't get it until yesterday because we have been
on Christmas break.

So | had not read the first prayer for January 1st,
so | did that first.

"Precious Lord, grant us this new year a greater
m ndf ul ness of your presence. Having seen the |light, may we
resolve together to walk in it."

| thought that's cool, because the first thing I did
when | got up was | shut the w ndow, we sleep with the w ndow
open, plenty of air, Mark has an extra blanket, |I'm from

Montana, | have to have a lot of air.
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| shut the wi ndow, | |ooked out east, saw two
pl anets, rem nded nme of the great |ight.

| thought that's cool. Thank you, Lord. | just
talked to himlike that.

| stunble out to get ny coffee, sit down in the
chair, and then I went to the January 6th day in here.

Now, disciples, there's all kinds of stuff on this
page.

There's all kinds of readings, but | just wait until
sonet hi ng sticks.

So I'"mlooking, trying to wake up, sipping ny
coffee, and | see, "Arise, shine, for your light has cone and
the glory of the Lord is risen upon you." |[saiah 60.

So |l goto lsaiah 60 and | read it in here, but |
didn't really feel |like reading further, so I thought that
must not be it for nme today.

So then | | ooked down and | decided to read
Mat t hew 2.

| knew Mark was preaching on that and that | was
going to be here.

So | thought | probably want to use ny devoti onal
time for your people, too. Normally it's private, but so |
sai d okay.

So | went to that and | started reading Matthew 2

and | couldn't stop. | just kept going.
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Al'l of a sudden | |ooked at nmy watch. It was 7:04
and | was supposed to be at the 7:45 service, and | thought
Mark is going to think | slept |ate.

| hadn't even showered yet. | knew he was going to
think I slept in or sonething.

So | hurry, get going, get in the shower and get up
her e.

But the reason that | was later than | had hoped is
because | couldn't stop reading.

And | was into Matthew 3 about John the Baptist, and
this is the part that I know that God wants nme to share with
you today.

"John the Baptist says | am baptizing you here in
the river, turning your old life in for a kingdomlife. The
real action cones next. The main character in this dram
Conpared to himl'ma nere stagehand, but he will ignite the
ki ngdomlife with you, a fire within you, the Holy Spirit
wi thin you, changing you fromthe inside out.

"He's going to clean house, make a cl ean sweep of

your life, he'll place everything true in its proper place
bef ore God.

Everything false he will put out with the trash to
be burned."

So | just sat there for a while and then | thought

that's what you want ne to tell the people, isn't it?
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Because we all just finished cleaning up from
Christmas, didn't we?

One of the things we do at first is to separate the
gifts fromall the wappings and the paper and the ribbons
and the trimmng. W do that and then we take the trash out.

Mark and | really want you to use this tinme in
worship as a tinme of practice.

We want you to bring a Bible. One that you could
wite in.

| guess if you want the one that is in front of you
in the pew and you want to start witing init, | guess that
woul d be okay, too.

But we want you to bring one, because this is where
you practice so that you can do it at hone.

And if we are reading God's word, then we are going
to know t hroughout the year how to separate the trash in our
life fromthe gifts that God has given us.

And the best way to do that is to stay reading the
word, but you have to find a Bible that is fun to read, that
all of a sudden you realize, whoops, |I'malnost |late for
church, or I'"'malnost |ate for work, because you are so
excited about reading it.

PASTOR MARK FRY: | guess what | really want you to
know, we don't do it the sane way.

| have a different set of tools that | use from what
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Wenda uses.

We have sone that are simlar and some that are
different.

And the January 6th, which is today of course, "MW
Ut nost for His Highest” and | put this on the screen.

This is what we | ook for, is those confirmations
that things are where we need to be.

We are going to tal k about worship today, homage and
all that, just look at this.

"Worship is giving the God the best that he has
given us. Take tinme to nediate before God and offer a
bl essing back to himin a deliberate act of worship."

And t hat doesn't mean at church; it nmeans every day.
It mght be the first thing in the norning. That works best
for us.

| hear a lot of people say they do it at dinner tine
over the table. Bless you if you can do that.

We can't. W have to make it first thing we do, and
part of our operating systemfor that is that's the way Jesus
didit.

He got up early in the nmorning and went and tal ked
to God. We see it constantly in the scriptures.

But then if you hoard it, or keep it for yourself,
it wll turn into spiritual dry rot.

"It's a discipline that nust be developed. It wll
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not happen overni ght."

And, again, we have got so nmany New Years
resolutions, to do things differently, don't we?

" mthat same way. |'mgoing do this this year.
|"mgoing to quit |eaving stuff on the floor, whatever.

| was reading sonme deal on the treadm || yesterday,
fifty ways to inprove your life, US. News & Wrld Report.

And |I'm doi ng one of those. | bought a Nal gene
water bottle instead of the throwaway. | at |east got one
out of fifty. That's pretty horrible odds.

PASTOR VEENDA FRY: Mark, 1 like that comment about
that it doesn't happen, | didn't hear that at 7:45, it
doesn't happen overni ght.

| don't want you to think at all that | have not
struggled with this routine in ny life.

When | was 15 ny parents gave ne -- | have told you
this before -- they gave ne this Bible and an alarm cl ock and
a pen and a not ebook.

And | begged nmy famly of six to have the last entry
in the norning, because nmom and dad woul d get up at 4: 00,
4:30, it was a thirty mnute deal, 5:00, 5:30, ny sisters,

6: 00, give ne 6:30, please, the | ast one.

When | got to college, do you think I did that? No

way. That was the last thing | was going to do.

| was going to rebel against that, because that's
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what nmy famly does. | don't do that, and it took nme a while
to cone back to that. | mssed it. | really mssed doing
it.

PASTOR MARK FRY: | guess this is a confession as a
man. | used to just think it was about getting done with it.
It was kind of |like getting to the end.

You can kind of get up and, 1'll read this, speed
read through a chapter of the Bible and then feel ready good
about yoursel f.

But that's what | |ike about this, too, that it nust
devel oped, it doesn't happen overnight, and | got to doing
that and | got a little bit self-righteous about that.

| | ove people that read the Bible in a year and
things |ike that.

|"ve a read the Bible through a few tines, but
that's one of the things, | think we tend to hit the
accel erator so much that we are m ssing the cool rest stops.

When we were in Europe one tinme, we took a group of
peopl e over.

Wenda was driving one rental car and |'mdriving the
ot her one and | was just praying.

We were comng fromthe Czech Republic up to Minich,
and | knew it was a long day in the car, and we were going
al ong and | keep seeing these signs on the side of the road

for Wen, which is German for Vi enna.
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And |'m praying to God, | hope Wenda doesn't see
t hat because she is going to want to take a detour, and we
weren't supposed to go to Vienna, we were going to Minich.

So we are going along, and the nunbers keep getting
smal |, 120 kiloneters, 80 kiloneters, and we go to rest stop
and she goes that wouldn't be Vienna, would it?

" m goi ng, oh, no. W were in Vienna for |ike four
hours, totally threw off nmy sense of timng, but it was
awesone.

We had sonme wi ener schnitzel, the real thing, took
our people in, they exchanged sonme noney, they bought sone
stuff.

But we have to pay attention to the rest stops. W
don't want to just hit the gas and get it done. [It's about
bei ng, not just doing. So, is that it?

PASTOR VEENDA FRY: Yes. Is that your nessage for
t oday?

PASTOR MARK FRY: Pretty much.

(Laughter)

"1l just sit here for a while. Wuld you put up
that picture, Kelly?

We have been having sonme fun with this chall enge and
support matri Xx.

It would be real easy to just go, okay, you guys, do

devotions every day. That's the challenge. Bring your Bible
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to church.

But we want to support you in that. W want to make
it part of the culture.

We want to give you tools we will refer to you, this
is maybe a hel pful devotional, this m ght be a hel pful
translation of the Bible, we want you to cone into sone
cl asses.

We won't assune prior know edge, we won't expect you
to do all kinds of articulation of what you are |earning.

But, see, the challenge w thout support would be you
just feel horrible and you would fail again.

We want to chall enge you and support you, because |
know you' || feel enpowered if you do that.

You will get up in the norning, and what Wenda and |
do is | do mne earlier and then | will go and do ny thing
and she will do hers and then we'll talk about it during the
day.

What did God say to you today? And it's amazing the
t hi ngs that cone together.

PASTOR WENDA FRY: Mark, | wote sonething down you
said earlier. | loved that.

You said that worshipping or paying homage to God is
bei ng under his sway.

And | think one of the ways that the eneny really

wor ks double tinme is when we think about reading the Bible.
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And the eneny likes to talk us out of that. You are
not going to understand that, so don't bother.

And these kind of voices cone in and that's why it's
so inportant for you to get a Bible translation that is
readable to you.

And Eugene Peterson, the reason he wote that Bible
is because he wanted to put it into the hands of, like Martin
Lut her, the hands of the ordinary person that works and plays
and stresses out and | oves and forgives and |ives.

And he says in the introduction to the Message
Bi ble, he said it's not about reading the Bible; it's about
living the Bible.

So we want to encourage you, strongly chall enge you,
to get a Bible you can read and bring it with you.

The Study Bible is an excellent one, because it has
a lot of scholarly advice in it, but it maybe doesn't read as
easily as an NIV translation, or the Message Bi ble, or maybe
even a New Century Bi bl e.

So there is no bad version. W just want you to get
one and have it and read it.

So we have tal ked about this and | think by way of
response today we will play sonme nmusic and if you were
stirred by sonething that was said today, or God brought you
to a different place and you think I'mgoing to start doing

that, | want to repent and turn around and go the other way,
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or I need sone help, | need sone strength in reading ny
Bi bl e, we ask you to conme forward and Mark and | will pray
for you.

And we know that sonetines it just takes a little
extra effort to respond to God's word, so that's why we have
you nove.

And sone of you have been here before and you have
moved to different questions, sonmetinmes people aren't
necessarily stirred by it, but we do want to be a people that
are found praying and living the Bible.

So if we can help you today get started on that
journey in the new year by comng forward and prayi ng, Mark
and I will pray for you.

So cone forward, those of you who were stirred to
strengt hen your devotional |ife.

Lord, we are so thankful for your Holy Spirit,
because in your holy word you teach us that your spirit
ignites wthin.

Thank you for these disciples that have cone
f or war d.

Thank you for those that have remai ned seated and
are still stirring within about their life in you, their
desire to live the Bible instead of reading it.

So we thank you for what you' re doing anong us in

this place and tine.
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We want to be a people that's not just well read,
but peopl e who know t he great book of heaven so that when the
gifts cone, and your voice is heard, we can claimthat and
take the rest of the trash out to the curbside.

We know that's what you want us to do. You want us
to draw close to you and near to you each and every day.

Fill our hearts as your people here at Bethany wth
your igniting spirit so that we can be the people that please
you in worship, paying honage to you each and every day of
our life, bowing down and bursting forth with praise and
wor shi p.

Lord, we know every day is not going to be a great
di splay of fireworks of your power in our life, or we m ght
not even hear your voice, but if we stay with it, Lord, we
are going to hear it nore consistently. W know that you
want that for us, so thank you

Bl ess us now as we part ways and give us your peace
and your joy in our step, through Christ, and all of God's

di sci pl es said anen.




